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COPY of th(* ('onrin'^povoT-NCi )n‘lwpf'u MRr-R .l\ri.R An Khan and tlto 
Court or Diuixioiih, aiul bet wen tin sanu' and the Pivsidmil of lln- 
BoAiio OF CoNinoL, respcctitJ}' tho PiojK'ity of the late ^JA^\An of Surat. 




To Sii Jamf'^ C. Mtlrifl, K.f Soontan to tlio noiiouiabU' (In* (’(iiuM of 
► Diu'CtoTs of tin' K.'st India Couipaoj. 

Sir, 


t i)rn*»p<»ndcncc 
with thf 

t'ouu of niicctorh. 


I nrQtirsi >ou will do nn* tin* buooi to bt'loio llio HoiiohimIiIi' (In 
('oHi^ of Din'Ctoi*' thii Isttir, wlin'i I Into now (In lioiioiii of iiddio'siiij; 
to you. 

In a li'ttrr neeixed b} iin In (In last mail lioni linli.i, I am yiven to itnunr- 
stund tliat t'u i)ii\a^* tstalc oi fin late Nawal» now uiidt i si inn st ration, is about 
to !)(' di\idi(l anioiifist iho jiaitns dc< land bv tin' iaic nm'nt. Mr. Picu*, to bn 
ontitUd to sbnn tiinriiii, and that the (loviiunniit ol lionibtiy i-t about to issnn 
orders to lant out Air. Tu in’" di i ision without waitinii; to hnow the 'osult of 
an iippial whicli I .ini i#)out to inaki to tho Ihitisli Paihannnt. 

Bolbrc havint; Bombay for Kurland in is'i.l, I ii poati di} solicitnd tiin mtho- 
litiis in Surat and Bonibaj,])y httus, that no di-.iiil)utioi) iiiit;hl bo niadi. of his 
late K\<ill’tny’s ("■tali aim nost tin jursous d'llaind nntithd tlunti li} (ho 
llonoiindili (ho (lovcinor in (.'oumil until fin insult ol luy appial to li o aulho 
ritios in Kn<^lan‘l should Ik known; and I inrtln'i bc^f’od tliat, in tin i.\int ot 
blu'h distiibntiou hi iij* oairh'd out, tin (jo\cinnient, in (iistno to ni\ daiiylitors 
and Tuysi |(, vvonhl taki sooinity from (ho paifns, (o whom ono-haif oj liis lain 
K\o< lloin \'s ostali was alioni to Ik niadi um i, to lofund w hat lln>^ might roceiVf, 
ill tho I \ i ni ol my sucooeding in gi tliiig sucli dooision tom isod. 

And I lurlli'T jiointid out that (ho Bin'ksln o Aliir Kionoiodocn and l\idshah 
Bi gum, wiMo coiisidonibly and h(i[Kh"ly ii'vohid in dob', ,ind that w li n< voi was 
uiado o\or to thoin would bo di'-sipali i, or sii/id bj tlnii oreditors long bofore 
my ajipial (ould bo dispnstd of. 

On my ariixal iii this oonutry , iind liaviiij; as(i rtaiin d tbit tbo Honourable 
Couit of Diroitors, citln'i from want of will or powir woio indisposi d to inl( r- 
ferc in the doi ision of (ho (hniuii'nnt of Bi.mhiv; uid haviiii* bom adM'sod 
by Her MajeistyV Soln itor com lal and otini nnun nt lawj i in tliis conntrv, 
that Mr. ruiv’s decision was urommis, and ought not to he s^ll>^nitlu! to, and 
^ that niy oouise was to appial to lln* Judn id (’ommittoo of llir Majesty’s Pri%y 
* Council, 1 applied to that trdmnal loi lea\i to appeal ,^<ind on the .3(ith June 
1 m 6 I, after lieaiing the aigiinuiit iil my eonu <k Her Majesty s judo, » liolivored 
their judgment, that, as meinhiis of the Judi i il Cominittei. of Her Majealy 'n 
Pri\y (hmmil, and in tin owlinaiy t xi loin ol tluir funotions, they had no jtiris- 
dietion, hut iiiumated that an applieation to Pailiaim ill and the (howu was open 
to me, and that, if on an applu <111011 to the t’lowii, this ease should be n ferred to 
tliem for review, then Lordships would leadih do their duty in hearing il. 

Again, on peniHiug the long and eliilioiafe judgnic)^ delivered hy (he Judicial 
Coininiiti'i of Her Majcaty’a I’rivy (’ouocil, I felt strengthened in the eouviction 
that injustice had been done to me, and that I ought not to submit to Mr, Fiwe’s 
'judgment until 1 had appe^tHf to the Crown uud (if neoeasary) to tho British 
Pailiament, 

Accordingly, on the loth of July’in the same year, 1 sent in a to the 

Crow tliroiigh the Bonrd of Control, with a letter, shotting why! shonM be 
allowed* to appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Otundl. Copies of that petition and 
3»— Sess. a. AS the 
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letter arc already before the Honourable Court. On the 20th August I 
Court of Directoi*. ^^eived an answer, that my case could not be referred to Her Majesty’s Privy 
— Council. It was then too late for any reference to Parliament, and therefore 
I was obliged to remain passive until the meeting of the ensuing Session of 
1855. 

Having, however, always felt the greatest reluctance to take any step which 
might be considered hostile towards Government, I did not wish at once to 
appeal to Parliament if tlie necessity for doing so could bo obviated, and hence 
it was that (although lully convinced of the justice of my claim to the fullest 
extent of my claim to the annuity) I consented to the compromise which was 
proposed in that behalf by Sir Erskii^e Perry, assented to by the late President 
of the Board of Control, and affirmed the Honourable Chairman of tlie Court 
of Directors. The history and circumstances of that compromise arc well known 
to the Honourable Court, and 1 need not liere recapitulate them. 

1 was so sanguine and confident, from the repeated assurances of the present 
Presid<'nt of the Board of Omtrol and the Chairman of the Honourable Court, 
that th(! compromise recommended by Sir Erskiiic Perry, !ind* assented to by 
them, woidij l»e carried out, that it was with the greatest regpet us vvell as 
astonishment that I learnt from your letter of the 29th June last, “ that the 
Cenrt could not conijtly with the request contained in my ineirJcrial of the 
30th April last. All points relating to the stipend of the late Nawab having 
been already fully considered and finally disposed of.” 

It is jierfectly known to yourself and the Honourable Court that die memorial 
thus replied to was sent in by me under an assurance that the prayer of it (which 
in fact emli<>dicd the terms of the compromise to which I have adverted) should 
be granted ; and I may add, that the circumstances under which the compromise 
was {troposod, were such as 1 should have supj)()sed would have tendered it as 
much a point of personal honour as of public faith that the stipuhstiou coutaiuctj 
in it sljould, oil the Court’s and the President’s part, be duly carried into 
efiect. • 

After tlie repndiatiou of the, pledge thus given, nothing was l»;ft for me but 
to appeal to the British Parliament. Accortlingly, on the 17th July last, 
•Sir F. Kelly, in consequence of a notice which he had given in the House of 
Commons, was to have brought in a Bill for the amendment of the Act 18, 
of 184b, of the Legislative Council of India; and Sir Erskine Perry has also 
given notice that early next Session he will move for a Select Coinmiltee to 
inquire into the conduct of Government towards the desceudaiils of the late 
Nawab of Surat. Sir h'. Kelly ’s motion was postponed on tlie 17tli of July on 
account of there not being a suiricieiit number of McmbcTs present on that day 
to form a Hoi T’ -t he jierscvores in liis intention to bring in his Bill in the 
next Session f-r die above-mentioned purjiose. 

I therefore resiiccli'ully request that the Honourable the Court of Directors 
will issue instructions to the Government of Bombay not to dispose of the pro- 
perty of the late Nawab until the decision of Parliament shall be known. 1 fully 
trust that this afiplicalion will not be denied me, as hitherto I have boou assured 
by the former Cliairniau of the Court, that no distribution would take jilacc until 
the case .should be finally disposed of in this country ; and I humbly trust that 
the Honourable .Court vrill not inflict more injury on me and my family by 
refusing ibis application, as such refusal would render any decision of Parliament 
in my favour practically null and void. 

I have, &c. 

24, Maida Hill West, (signed) Jafeer Ake. 

25 August 1865. 


To Mecr Jaffer Alee Khan, 24, Maida-hill West. 

Sir, East India ilouse, 20 Septcm))er 1856. 

I HAVE laid before the Court of Directors your letter, dated the 25th ultimo, 
requesting that the Court will instruct the Government of Bombay not to exe- 
cute ti>" aWSVd of Mr. Frere respecting the rights of inheritance in tlie private 

estat5“ 
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estate of the late Nawaub of Surat, until the result of certain intended appHca* 
tions to Parliament shall have been ascertained ; and, in reply, I am directed to 
inform you, that the Court decline to interfere in the matter. 

I am, kc. 

(signed) J. D. l)ickinso7i, 

Deputy Secretary. 


To the Honourable Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Ihniourablc 

East India Cdnipauy. 

Hoiionrable Sir, 

President of the Board ol' Control stated, on Friday evening last, in the 
House of Commons, that he trusted I wouhl again address myself witii resj«cct to 
the daims of njy’self and my dangliters t(i the Executive (lovetnineiit of India, 
as they wer«! deposed to meet thosi* claims with the utmost liberality. 

2 . I have always bi'cn desirous that tlu' ease of my daughters and of myself 
should be settled in the manner siiggestid hy tlie Right honourable President, 
both from the desire lo stand well in the eyes of the Government under whicli 
my family and myself must neeessarily pass our lives, and from a sense of the 
enojyious difjieulties v hieh oppress a nalivt; of India lik(‘ myself in ])rosccuting 
claim, however well founded in justice, against all the powers of Government. 

3. As instances of what I say, I may f)e pcrioitted'to remind the Court, that 
I willingly asseiiteil to the proposition made by Sir Erskine I*eiTy to llie lute 
I’resideiit of the Board of Control, and iigrecd to by the latter, to surrender half 
the claims of luy family f<»r a grant in fee of the remaindt'r, and on the (.'haii man 
of the Court of Directors inviting me, in writing, to send in an ai)pliciiiion to 
that ollect, which he and the President would saiictiou, 1 immediately did so; 
but the compromise was rejected by the Court of Directors. 

4. So, again, in Uk; jircsent yi-ar, after the unanimous decision by the Com- 
rniltec of tiio House of ('omnions in favour of the construction which I and all 
the legal autlioiiiies I had consulted always jdaeed on the treaty of lyoo, 1 
show(!(l no disposition whatever to pur>ue my Iriumjdi over the lloumuable 
Court, but yielded :it once to the oih‘rs of couijwoujise again held out by the 
President ol the Board of Control ; amt although I felt strong misgivings that, iu 
acceding to the terms which the Pri'sidentaud tla; Chairman of the Court agreed 
to as the basis of an arraugemciit, I was not sullicieiiily insisting on the clear 
legal tind csjiiitable riglits of my daughters, I gave my assent for the reasons 
■which 1 have alleged in [taragraj'.li 2 . 

5 . But that compromiso, although hronglit I'orward under the high authority 
of the President of the Hoard of Control, and the Cliainnan and tlui Deputy 
Chairman of tile Honourable Court, was also rejected. 

(i. Under these circumstanct^s I would respectfully submit, that as the Court 
of Directors evidently take so strong a view of the invalidity of my claims, and 
as I, of course, after the calm and judicial investigation ofa.tribunal eomposed 
of four of Her Majesty’s counsel, and presided over by an eminent statesman, 
whose previous bias was iiecossarily in favimr of Goveruyieiit, must be more con- 
firmed than ever in the conviction of wliat my daughters are entitled to iu law 
and justice, — I say, I would submit, that the only satisfactory solution wliicli can 
now be arrived at, would die by a reference of the whole matter to the .Judicial 
Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy' Council. 

7. I need not enforce upon the jHonourablc Court, that if the true meaning of 
the treaty of 1800 be, as has btj'cn declared by 4lie Select Committee ol the 
House of Commons, there can be\ no claimants to the stipend secured by it but 
the immcd‘at.e family of the late ISawab, that is to say, his two granddaughters 
and widow ; for although a* claim 'has been set up for a share on heball ol the 
Bukshec and his cousin, the Honoibrahle Court will leinemher, that in reply to 
a similar suggestion which was maile by Mr. W illoughby, at Bombay, in 1840, 
the Court of Directors expressed thteiusclvcs as follows, iu tlicir piiblic despatch 
of 15 March 1848 / 
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Corre»pond«Bcc “You have recommended that a pension of 12,000 rupees per annum be 
granted to the Bukshee, in consideration of his indigence and connexion with 
Court o ir ectors. family of (lie late Nawab. The Bukslioc branch of the family possesses a 
separate provision of 24,000 rupees per annum from Government ; having neither 
been eiitillod to nor received any support or pecuiiiaiy assistance from the 
Nawab, he has no claim, after the Nawab's death, to anything beyond the share 
of the private property to which he may be entitled by law.” 

8. And it is quite clear that the two jicnsious of 1.5,000 h a year and 2,400/. 
a year, whieh were granted in 1800 to the Nawab and the Uuksheo, and their 
respective families, were intended for those families only ; and I am informed 
that in no one case has the Governmtint of India ever granted such stipends to 
the heirs general, that is to say, to ‘the remote collateral relatives of any 
giiuitee. 

0. Nevertheless, as this claim has been raised in England, and astheJIill 
which I procured to be brought into Parliament reserved the right of any «uch 
heirs to assert their claim in a court of justice, I fully admit the propriety of 
allowing the Ihikshee and his cousin tin; riglij. of apja ariug and being heard by 
eonuscl, on any refoieiice to the Privy Council. 

10. I also need not enlarge to your Hononrahlt! Court on the propriety of my 
being allowed to question, helore the Privy Council, the merits oi the decision by 
the Bonihay Government on tlio private property of the late Nawab. That 
decision turned upon many disputed and involved questions of fact^ and oil’ the 
due application of '.arions principles of law. It is obvious, that such questions 
could only be jiropcrly disenssed and decided by the patient and soarchiiig 
investigation which takes place in a court of jnstieo, where both parties are heard 
by tijtir prolessional advisei's. I am now given to imderstaiid that your 
lioneurtible Court has always been of opinion, anti Sir .lames Weir Hogg stated 
puhliely in the House of Commons, that this part of the case ought to bt* referred 
to tin Privy Cotincil, and although the fallacy has been started, that the 
lJnk>l!ee anti his (.'tmsiii have got a vcsttal- right in the decision of the Bombay 
CoYernment, und»!r Act 18 of 1848, yonr Honourable Court knows wtdl that 
this i.s it complfte error, and tirises from a want of kuowh'dge of the constitution 
of Indian Government, since no Act of a suliordinate Government, nor even of 
the yupreinO Government of India, can he imnlc indepi'iulent of the executive 
control of the authorities in Englaml. The Bonil)!iy (lovernnnmt, indeed, has 
aekijowh'dged this llfoSt e'xpves.sly hi the present case, for although they arrivinl 
at a (le(ri.''ion again.st niy fhdms three years ago, they have forboriK' to carry it 
into exeeuthm 'until I bud |W;o.secnted niy a[)pe.al to tlie authorities in England. 

11. J will Micreiy add, in relert'bi^u fr> tliis subject, tin' words of Lord .lustice 

Knight Bruce, in delivering the judj^i'y'ut of the Privy Council in my ctise, and 
Mhieli is a solemn decision that the the Privy Council liavi' jiirisdietioii 

to eiiU.-rtain my a]ipcal, if Her Majesty\^ball he; advised by the Executive 
Govenimeiu of India to refer it to their jUrdships The petitioner, there- 
fore, will take sucli course as he may be adx^'tl with reference to an application 
to the Crown, through the Board of Control (^otherwise, by possibility, in con- 
sequence of siieli ap|)lic:ition, if made, the ^-'Oiue here again, and 

(heir Bordsliips jvHl readily do their duty in hea't^tig it.” • 

12. Snell apfieal I have made stutcessively tc*> your Honourable Court, to the 
Hoard of Control, to tlie- Privy Council, to lAor Most Gi-acious Majesty, and, 
lastly, to Parliament, all hitherto in vain, although assured at every step of the 
{uoecedijigs that my claims are uriuiiswerahle ; und miw, as the highest autliori- 
lii's in Ibirlianu'ut, who have successfully oppe'^^ed my obtaining redrc.ss in Par- 
liament, have intimated that the Judicial Com.mfrtce of the Privy Council is the 
lit trihnnal to hear such a ease as mine, I "do iuo«t earnestly supplicate the 
Hoiionrahle Court to assist me, as one of their subjects and a stranger, to obtain 
a judicial lioaring of ray case, ami allow the si^ibstauce of my daughter’s claims 
to be argued on their merits before that augus tribunal, without the interposi- 
tion of any of those forms and techuicalitied^ which seem still so strangely to 
obstruct tile administration of British justice^j- 

i ‘ 

1 r If leavitwere obtained for roe to preseijfit t»y petition to the Privy Council, 
the c < e might be set down for hearing at ol »ce, and come on in November, by 

which 
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which time the parties in India wonid have full opjwtunity to instruct 
their legal advisers in England, and to appear before their Lordships in the 
Privy Council, if they should be minded to prosecute their claim. 

14. And as I have been now for 14 years engaged in this litigation, rnid as 
for the three last Sessions of Parliament 1 have been contimnilly clict OHl with 
the notion that my case was ajiproaching a final decision, I trust that the 
Honourable Court will not think me inipcrtincnt if I press for an answer tti this 
application before Parliament prorogues. 

I hiivc, See. * 

(signvd ) J lev. 

15, Warwick -road West, Paddington, . ' 

London, 15 July 185G. 


To D^cet Jafliir Ali Khan, Bnliadoor, IT), Warwick Uoati* 

Sir, East India House, *2*2 July Jsrni. 

1m to yonr Idtcr oi tlie lath instant, 1 am cuminaiidcd hy ilio Cnint ol 

Directors of iIk* E?ist India Coin|jjiny to acquaint you, that \ou liavc m>t con ed ly 
slattd* the circiinistuiK'cs wliich have occurred hetwceii yoursi lf and tlie (\jurt on 
tJi(‘ siiJqicI ol tflio cJainis of vour family : neither hjivo juu acted upon tlie iuri- 
malioii of the Eri sideiit Board of Cottimissioners fur tlie Adairs of India, 

in tlie Il( use ol ConiinojLs, that your first siep should he to aildress yourscH 
again lo tlu^ E\eciJli\e Covernrnent for a reconsideration and seltleincAt ol your 
case, vilJi \^]lich that (jov(‘rnm(‘iit is pn pared to deal liln rally. 

As reeiiuls, liowevir, llu priiicijisd object ol your letti r, that th(‘ Court wouid 
assist you lo obtain a judicial bearing' of your case bdbic the Erivy Council, 1 
am dircctid to state lirat it is not within the province of tin* Coiirl (d Dir ctor^ 
to interfere in such a inalter, as it rests exclusively with Her Majesty's CovfU'ii- 
nidii to (litirmiue upon the ])ropriety of submittiiig* to judieaal invesligatiou the 
interpielaliou of a jiolitieal tr(‘a!y. 

I have, 

(sigiit'd) JfUHcs ( . i\7e/r/7/, SL’fU'i'tar' , 


7 o the llonouridde the Court of Direetors of 1 he Ea^l Imliii (duiij’imy, 
]l(»nonrald(‘ Sirs, 

I nnour/r to liiun iit ni Sicretary Sir James MelvilTs h'tur to nuj ol ilie 2*2d 
ultimo, that I inisuiuhTstood the course wide Ii it was de.siml I slionld pm>ue in 
coil mnnicating with vour Iloiionrahh^ (\>urt, hut in areordaiice with llic 
tioii eiiine\f (l In me. 1 now l>eg to suliiuil my ^ase for n cf/n.ddL'ralion, in older 
ihat ii may he sdtltd I-y the Executive { lovernmchl with the liberality with 
which I am gratified lo learn the (lovertnueni is prepared lodt^al with it. 

1 have alrea(l>, on fornur c'ccasions, sidunitted to vour Honourable.' ( oiiri tlie 
gTouiids on wliich 1 have deemed ilie Iai(? ^awalis dtseeiidants mititled to the 
anntiity jiaid to him, and I trust I uei'd not now reitende th.cui, as tlu v hine 
rcc(‘iv( d siudi rniuuU' and prolengt^d investigation at the Jiands of flu* (committee; 
of the House of (.hmnions, wlio unaiiiirKMisly iound the, pi'eand)le o( the Bill 
promoted by me in I'arliamefit to ho j roved, thus aflirming that by die in aiy 
or agreement of 18(U), the East India C(»mpaiiy agnM'd to jiay to the Nawah 
Nusseerooddeeii and his lieir^, out ot the re^ times of Stirataml its deptudeiieies, 
in four equal cpiarterly ]»aviiJents, one lack of riijices^aniinallY* which slioukl be 
considered the first eharge‘nayable from the said revenues, with one-fifth of the 
net monies afUT certain deductions. 7 hat liefore the consent ol the Me^r 
Knssecrooddet'n Khan to the faid tnaty was finally obtained, a r(i[)resentation 
was made to him by Mr. Duncan, tin u (lovcrnor ct Bt>mbay, who negotiate! I 
the same as an iiuhiccmeut to sign the said treaty, that the nevv treaty would 
give a security for an lionourahle provision to the ISawah and his^family and 
descendants, from giiieration to generation, greater than they had evm' }et had 
since the former articles of agreement of 1709, were ovidimtly only of a lem- 
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porary nature, whereas the Company never failed in a strict adherence to their 
eugagomeuts, and would then become bound in perpetuity to the support of the 
Nawab and his family; and further that a stipulation for a man and his heirs, meant 
for ever, or until such heirs become extinct, and such representations were duly 
reported to the Court of Directors of the East India Company by their said 
Governor, and by virtue of such treaty the East India Company assumi^d the 
whole civil and military Government of Surat, and the revenues thereby con- 
ceded, and did still receive the same. 

That notwithstanding that the said dignity or office of Nawab may have 
ceased, the East India. Company were bound both by the express terms of their 
said treaty and the said representations of the meaning thereof, to continue the 
payment of the said annuity to the heirs of the said Nusseerooddeen, if any 
there be. 

'J'liongh your Honourable Court might be unwilling to accept the decision of 
any Committee of the House of Commons in preference to your own judgment 
on this case, you will no doubt feel that you have on no ^occasion h'ad the 
advantage .enjoyed by the Committee, of having all the reftords bearing on the 
subject brought l)cfore you, and fully discussed by counsel on both sides during 
a hearing of five days, but 1 have no (li)ui)t your Honourable Court will be pre- 
pared to give due weight to the deliberate conclusions at which the Committee 
aiTived, and to the jutlgraent pronounced, after prolonged debate, by' the House of 
Commons itself, by a majority of 213 to 28 in favour of tiie Bill. 

However strong may be my' own convictions of the justice of my claims, 'wliich 
has pro.ijpted me to incur for many years so much vexation, privation and loss, 
I w'ould prefer any reasonable adjustment of them by the consideration and 
favour of your Honouralde Court to the continued assertion of them l>y the 
course which 1 have i>eeu of late loft to pursue; and when 1 settled and signed 
with the Secrebiry of the Board of Control the terms of a compromise whilst the 
Bill was in the House of Commons, 1 had hoped that the case would liav(' been 
broug! f to a conclusion satisfactory to the Executive Government. 

Tiles ' terms, I venture to think, arc so fair and reasonable that 1 subjoin them 
for yonr Honourable Court’s mature deliberation. 

1st. The pension of 15,000/. a year, to eornmence from the death of the 
^■ite Nawab ill August 1842, and to coiilimie until the death of the last 
survivor of Meer .lafur ^lee and his daughters. 

2d. 'file arrears to be paid, after deducting the money already paid, to 
the Nawab's family and dependants. 

3(1. p.'Msiouers now enjoying emoluments from Government to con- 
tinue r ('('ivit.g their pension during their lives, and on their death their 
pension to lapse to Meer Jafur Abe and his daughters. 

4th. The private estate question to be referred to the Privy Council, for 
review and decision. 

5th. None of the C(jllaterul heirs to particijiate in the present arrange- 
ment with regard to the pension or the arrears. 

6tli. The annuity, if paid from 1842, would have been paid to Meer 
.lafur’s wife, and at her death to Meer .lafur for his daughters; but as he 
has been put to, great expense in litigation for 14 years jiast, and has 
iticiirred debts on behalf of his daughters, it is agreed that one half of the 
total arrears shall be jiaid at once to Meer Jafur, and the other half be 
vested in trustees for the daughters and their heirs. Meer Jafur and the 
Si'cretary for Government in tlic Judicial Department and the Accountant- 
general to be' trustees. 

In urging the adoption •of this arrangement by your Honourable Court I may 
be jiermitted to remark, that no real ground exists for supposing, that whilst 
reasonable concessions are made to the immediate family at the late Nawab’s, 
injustice might be done to others. 

Unless your Honourable Court recognise the right of the Nawab’s heir to the 
annuity as part of his private estate, his heirs, by Mahomedan law as such, could 
have no cliMni to participate in it, but the Government of India has, I believe, 
inv.; . ' ii>ly lield that the heirs of the person with whom such an engagement is 

made 
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iimiic arc his lineal (iesccndaiils, in accordance with the explanarion of Governor 
Duncan, above noticed ; aiui if, therefore, the collaterals should evtui he found 
ultimately entitled to participate in the other proj>erty of the late Nawab, I have 
never felt any difficulty in maintaining that, according to the true intent and 
meaning ot tiie articles of agreement, the descendants only of the Nuwab were 
entitled to the pension ; but as your Honourable Court does not even acquiesce 
in this restricted interpretation of the treaty, I presume you would not proceed 
to a eomprouiise upon a far more extended view of it, which you have repeatedly 
condemned, and at variance with general usage. . , 


UoiT£$poi:(lei',cc 
with the 

Court of Direct oi s 


It is right that I should remiud your Honourable* Court, that on the treaty 
being made, the collateral relatives of the Nstwal) being separately jtrovided for, 
tlid not remain under his jurisdiction, as |)art of his family, and at the time of 
the Nawah’s death they were treated as wholly independent, and wrere sued itf 
tlm*ordinary courts of jnsliee Avilliout any privilege, though, being involved in 
del^t and harassed by their creditors, they were, on the recoinmi’ndation of the 
Bombay Govyiiment, exempted from tin; jurisdiction of the courts of justice as 
if' they were in the same position as the Nawah’s family, who had been so 
exempt in his lifutimo, but this great favour to the collaterals, wliieh was an 
unexpected boon to them, surely cannot entitle them to any participation in the 
annuity. 


iih regard to the jiroposed payment of the arrears, I can assure vour 
Ilououral)!^ (’ourt that the large sums I have dishurseil hi mv journeys to 
England, and in prosecuting my claims, both in India and in this country, and 
in adjusting the affiiirs of tla; Nawah’s estate, together with the lioavy charges 
for interest on money necessarily borrowed, both for seven years, whilst no pay- 
ineuls were made to us by the Govenmiont, and since amount to these arrears. 
I should peisoually be a sulferor in favour of my daughters for any small portion 
of arrears which the Clo\ (•rnineiit may think lit to withhold its jiayment to me 
under tin; jtropufed settlement, and wliieh happily the honourable position of 
my father will eualiie me to hear this sacrifice. Jf any doubt remains of the 
accuracy of ibis statement I shall be happy to supply satisfactory information ti) 
any gentlemiin wlioin you imiy bi' jdeased to appoint to iiivestigale tin; 
subject. 


One of the inembiTs of your Honourahle Court having already expressed his 
ojiiiiion ill ParlMiineiit liiat. an a|)pi'ai sliould have been allowed in the usual 
course from the orders of the (io\ iTiior in Couucil respecting the estate of the 
Navvah, 1 need not urg<' the propriety of whatever steps are necessary Ix-ing 
taken to aliow us tiie liglit of a|»peal, of which we have been deprived only' by 
a confusion of terms in the Act of tin- Legislative Council ; and as there seems 
to he so much doubt timl difficulty regarding the measure in’which thi.s appeal 
should he allowed, I may suggest, that if no other course can be pursued, it is 
open to voiir Honourable (kmrt te direct the Legislative Council of India to 
pass u short Act to amend the defect iii that under consideration. 


15, Warwiek-road West, Paddington, 
IG August 185t). 


I have, &e. 

(signed) Jnfuv Alrr. 


To Meer Juffer Alee Khan, 1 .'), \Varwick-road West, Paddington. 

Sir, East Indi% House, ‘io November 18 r>G. 

The Court of Directors have had before them your letter, dated 16 August, 
soliciting a reconsideiation of their decision and proceedings relative to. the 
stipend and projierty of the late Nawah of Surat ; and, in reply, they direct me 
to state that, having every disposition to receive, in a liberal spirit, any ajipli- 
cation from you on the subject, they regret that your present proposal is not 
such as they can accede to. 

a * « B * 1 ani 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON TflE PROPERTY OF 

Corre^ndenci! I directed to remind you, that the adoption by the Cooit of the opinion of 
wfth the ' the Committee of the Houae of Commons, on vhicn much stress is laid in yoiir . 

Court of Dir ectbrg. letter, would preclude them from making arty disposition of the stipend described 
in the treaty of 1800; would necessitate tne suspension of all payments there- 
from, and would leave to be determined by judicial tribunals the question of 
who are the parties entitled to that stipend, as heirs of the Nawab Nuteur Oodeen 
Khan, within the meaning of the stiid treaty. 

The Court of Directors have, after full deliberation, on several occ^ions 
recorded tlieir conviction, that all right to the stipend described in the treaty 
rerminated on the death of the last Nawab, Meer Afzul Alle Khan ; and they 
dfsire it may be understood that any concession which, in deference to the 
opinions and feelings which have been expressed in other quarters respecting 
*vour case, they may be willing to make, is to be regarded only in the light of 
an increased exercise of the liberality already shown to you and to your fardi^y, 
and in nowise as an abaudonuient of the position which they have Ijitherto 
maintained. * , \ ' 

With these preliminary remarks, I am directed to slate tjjtit the Court will 
not object to devote (prospectively) the whole of the stipend of 1,50,000 rupees 
per annum to a life provision for the family and dependants of the late Nawab, 
iu the following manner. • 

The pensions of the two widows of the late Nawab Mussaraut ^Ameer ool 
Nissa Beguln and Muss* Padslia Begurn, to be raised from 14,400 rupees to 
■JO, 000 rupees per anmiiu respectively. These pension.^, and tiie allowances 
already granted to other parties than yourself and your daughters, will be main- 
tained on the conditions already attached to them, but the balance of the sum of 
1,50,000 rupees, after providing for the above-mentioned grants, which balance, 
to render their proposal distinct and definite as to amount, the Court are 
prepared to fix at 1,00,000 rupees, they will appropriate to yourself and two 
daughters, being the grand-daughters of the late Nawab, in equal portions, 
during your lives. This grant to lapse to the Government on the death of the 
survivor of the three grantees. 

In considemtion of the expenses which you state that you have incurred by 
your residence iu England, and with u view to assist you in making a further 
provision for your daughters on the occasion of tlieir marriage, the Court will 
grant you, in free gilt, the sum of two lacs of rupees, or 20,000 1. sterling. 

The question of the private estate of the late Nawab is a distinct and si^parate 
one, that has been adjudicated by the local authorities under a special law, 
passed out of consideration to yo.ir family, and it is not within the province of 
the Court of Directors to interfere further in the matter. 

I have only, in conclusion, to state, tliat tlie arrangement now proposed must 
be coiisidcred as u final settlement of the question of tiie claims of yourself and 
family. , 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James C. Mclvill, 

Secretary. 


To Sir James Cosmo Melcllk k. c. b., Secretary to the Court of Directors of the 

Honourable East India Company. 

15, Warwick-foad West, Paddington, 
Sir, 3 December 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th of 
November 1858, stating “ that*the Honourable Court will not object to devote 
prospectively the whole of the stipend of 1,50,000 rupees per annum to a life 
provision for the family and dcpemlents of the late Nawab, and 1,00,000 rupees 
thereout to myself apd two daughters,^ being the grand-daughters of the late 
Nawab, in eqiial portions during our lives; this grarit to to Oovemment 
on the death of the .survivor of tlie three grantees.” 

Before givii>g a final reply to this proposition, I a’ould solicit the favour of 

being 
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being informed whether I understand the meaning of the Honourable Court to, 
be, that it will continue the payment of the whole sum of l,00,uoo rupees until 
the death of the last surviv® of the three grantebs.' 

I am most anxious to come to a clear understanding regarding the private 
property. ‘ That question involves several to me inost important points, slurs on 
ray lineage and' reflections on the legitimacy of ray late wife, &c., all of which I 
am most anxious to have fully investigated before a legal tribunal, the pecuniary 
interests being comparatively insiguinoant. 

I have always been infomeJ that the Honourable Court stood wholly in- 
dift'erent between me and ray opponent on these questions, and Sir James Weir 
Hogg was understood to express .in the House of Commons fhc I'eeliiigs of the 
Court that these questions ought properly and in justice to be determined by 
the Privy Coancil. 

I trust it will cause no surprise if I address myself on the private question to 
the authority with whom it lies to take the pleasure of Her Majesty in Council. 

In 'Order to cl^ir up a misconce|)tion on this point, I bog, in conclusion, to 
state, that the Honourable Court have repeated an erroneous statement which has 
been often made, that the Special Act passed in India, was passed at my request ; I 
protested vigorously against that Act. 1 suggested an amendment before it was 
passed, which was unnoticed ; and if that amendment had been adopted, an 
appeal to tiie i^rivy Council would have lain as a matter of course. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 


To Meet Jaffer Alee Khan, 15 , Wanvick-road West, Paddington. 

Sir, East India House, 23 December 1 « 36 . 

I HAVE laid before the Court of Directors your letter of the 3(1 instant, in 
reply to mine of the 20th November last. 

I am d^ired by the Court to state, in reply, that you have correctly under- 
stood the meaning of tlie Court with respect to the stipend of 1,00,000 rupees 
j)er annum, which they arc willing to grant in equal portions to yourself and 
your two daughters. The Court’s intentions are, that the whole amount of 
1,00,000 rupees should continue to be paid until the death of tlie last survivor 
of the three grantees. 

With regard to the private property, I am directed to observe, that the power 
of permitting any further Judicial proceedings rests exclusively with Her Majesty, 
und that the Court have no opinion to express on the subject. 

I am directed, in conclusion, to express the expwtation of the Court that, 
having now aflbrded to you the explanations you solicit, tliey shall receive from 
vou, without further delav, a final reply. 

I am, &c. . 

(signed) James C. MelviM, . 

Secretary. 


East India House, 
March 1851 . 


[True copies.) 

J. S. Mill, 

Examiner of India Correspondence, 
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with the 
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Correspondence i^ith the Board of Control. 


From \feer Jafur Alee Khan, Bbadoor, Son^in-Iaw of the late Nawab of Surat t 
to thjB Right Honouvable Sir Charles Wood, Bart., m. p., President of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Administration of India. 

Sir, * 110, Oloncester-place, 10 July 1864. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the copy of a petition to Her Majesty 
in Council, and I beg to submit for your consideration the circumstances under 
whici) it is presented, trusting that I may be able to satisfy you that it is d proper 
case to be referred to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. , 

The late Nawab of Surat, under .the treaty entered into by Ws father with the 
East India Company, and by the Bombay Regulations No. 2 or 1827, 8.’21, was 
exempt from the ordinary jurisdiction of tlie local courts, and was at liberty to 
dispense justice over bis relations and servants, but ou tiie death of tite Nawab 
in the year 1842, the Government having been of opinion., that the dignity of 
Nawab ceased, the exemption from the jurisdiction of the local courts ceased 
also, and in the ordinary course of events the estate of the Nai^ab, which was 
within the local jurisdiction of the Eillah Court ol' Surat, could have been admi- 
nistered by that court, of which the judge could under the Regulations have been 
empowered to decide in the first instance to whom the residue of the estate the 
Nawab died possessed of, rightfully belonged, either in conformity with any 
engagement entered into by the Nawab in his lifetime, or by the right of 
inneritnnee. 

It bein^ however repugnant to the feelings of natives of India of rank to resort 
to the ordinar}' local courts of justice, tlie family of the late Nawab willingly 
abstained from any appeal to the Zillub Judge, and they offered no resistance to 
the officers of Government taking charge of iJie Nawab’s property, feeling confi- 
dent that whatever course the Government might pursue, it would extend to 
them the same measure of justice as they would be entitled to obtain in the 
established legal tribunals, anticipating however that the Government of Bombay 
would ultimately place tliem in the same position as other natives^f similar 
rank, for I may remind you that by the Bombay Regulations, No. 28 of 1827, 
section 5, it is provided as follows : — 

Suits againsi the persons belonging to the first of the classes comprised in the 
agent’s list, being ds of the very first distinction and influence under 

the Pcishwa's government, on account ot their birth, their political importance, 
or the religious estimation in which they were held, shall be conducted and 
decided by the agent ; reference being had in the most ample degree to the 
privileges of the defendant by former usage and custom enjoyed, and to other 
peculiar ciiafacteristics of the case, conformable to like usage and custom ; and 
no decree against any such defendant shall be enforced, until the suit and all 
proceedings thereon shall have been referred to the Governor in Council (to 
whom also the plaintiff may appeal), who, as a special superior court fur the 
adjustment of such suits, will pass, such order thereon as he may deem just and 
equitable ; an appeal to the King in Council being open to either party. 

The officers of GoveVilment at Bombay finding that they had no right or 
power to interfere with the Nawab’s estate in consequence of his decease, and 
the operktiun of the said Regulations, applied to the* Legislative Council of India 
to confer upon them the requisite authority, and* accordingly an Act was fmssed. 
No. 18 of 1848, which in terms by no means clear empowered the Government 
in Council at Bombay to act in the administration of tiie estate of the Nawab, 
and to make distribution of it amount his family, ex^pted myself and 

eehain other connexions of the late mwab from the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
courts. . 

The Right honottmble the Governor in Council in execution of this Act, re- 
mitted the administration of the Nawab’s estate and the determination of all 
questions affecting it to the A|put of the Right honourable the Governor of Surat, 
when I submitted for the consideratbn of the Agent, a claim to the residue of the 

estate 
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•estate of the late Nawab in my own right, under an ^eement entered into by Corfwoondence 
him with me, and in right of my daughters who were his oaly descendants. _ J ^ 
Other connexions of the N'atyab claimed certain shares of his estate under the ’ 

religuMis law of the aect of Mahomedans to which it was said the Na«ab 
belonged, and the Agent after a prolonged investigation delivered a written 
Jud^ent adverse to my claim, but as I believe and am advised, contrary to 
justice and right. I then appealed to the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, but his Lordship was pleased so far to act upon the decision of the Agent 
,86 to adjudge the residue of the estate of the late Nawab to be divided in accord'^ 
ance tlierewitlx. ^ d 

I beg, however, to refer )'ou for a more full explanation of tlie nature of the 
controversy, to the petition itself, from which you will perceivp that the question 
is* one which can only bo satisfactorily decided by judges possessing great kttovv- 
ledge of judicial principles and equally great expeiieuce iit the administration 
^f justice. 

• Being very much dissatisfied w'ith tlie judgment of tlie Right honourable the 
Governor in Qouncil, against wiiicli 1 am debarred by the Act of the Legisla- 
tive Council from making any appeal iu India, I have come to this country in 
order to appeal to the proper tribunal here, having been advised by those whom 
I have consulted, that his Lordship’s judgment is erroneous, and contrary to 
justice and right, and that the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy 
Council was the proper tribunal to review his Lordship’s judgment : it became 
necessary to ascertain as a preliminary step whether any petition for that pur- 
pose was to be heard by the Judicial Committee, as of course, under the 3d 
section of the Act of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 41, or whether an express order was 
rerpiifed to refer the petition to their lx>rdships under the 4tlt section of 
that statute, and as the Act of the Legislative Council is exceedingly ambiguous 
in its language, this point was submitted for their Lordships’ determination by 
counsel on my behalf on the 30th of June last, when their Lordships were 
pleased to deliver a judgment of which 1 have the honour to forward a copy 
jierewith, deciding that they could only entertain the petition under the 4th 
section of the statute, by an Order of Her Majesty in Council. 

As you will observe, from the petition of appeal,, that the questions in 
dispute in no way affect the Government, but relate solely to the private 
interests of myself and my daugliters, and the other persons claiming shares in 
the Kawab’s estate, I trust you will deem it fitting that they should therewith be 
subraiiled to the final determination of that tribunal which Her Majesty’s sub- 
jects in India arc accustomed to regard as the ultimate court of appeal to 
decide upon the questions affecting their rights or property. 

In any ordinary case in India, the judgment of an officer of the standing of 
the agent by whom the questions have iu fact been decided, would have been 
submitted for review to the Court of SudJer Adawliit, composed of four judges 
of the highest standing in the pul)lic service, and from their decision an appeal 
would be as of right to Her Majesty in Council, and such would have been the 
course of procedure iu regard to the Nawab’s estate if the Spectil Act had not 
been passed : and in the case of natives of rank an appeal lies of right from the 
decision of the Governor, iti Council to Ilf^r Majesty in Council, but from the 
obscure wording of tjie Act of the Legislative Council of India, which probably 
omitted to consider the effect of their Act in this respect, it appears we have 
been deprived of the right conceded to all other persons, whatever may be their 
rank or station, in the Residency of Bombay. Considering, however, the large 
amount in dispute, and the great intricacy of the questions to be decided, and 
'the difference of opinion that exists on the subject, I would .submit that the case 
i8 by no means one which’ ought to l)e decided by a single judge, but that it is 
peculiarly fit for the consideration and judgment of the most competent tribunal, 

.and I therefore trust that you will deem it fitting to advise Her Majesty in 
Council to refer the petition of appeal to tlie Judicial Committee of the Privy 
CottDcil under the 4th section of the Act of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 41, for their 
«Qnsideratiun and advice. ^ 

. I have, ; 

{'signed) Jfdfwr 
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To THE Queen’s Most .^cellent MAjisfr in. C^osvti. 

T^e Hnmbk Potition of Meer Jafilr Alee Klian, I^hadoor, of Surat, io tlie 
Presidency of Bombay, but now residing at No. 15, VTarwick-ipad West, 
Paddington, in London; and ofZ|paoou>DissaLarlee Begum and Ruheemoon- 
nissa Begmii, infants, under tlie age of 14 years, the giandfchildren of Meer 
Ufzooloddeen Khan, the lateNawabof Surat, and of Ameroo-nissa Begum, 
the widftw-of the said late Nawab, by the said Meer Jafur Alee Klian, their 
father aid next friend. 


Sliowetb as follows : 

'1. Meer Ufzodloddeen Khau Kumrood Dowleh Heshmut Jung Bahsdoor, 
from the year 1821 until bis decease on the 8tb of August 1842, enjoyed the 
di;>nity and immunities of Nawab of Surat, witli the sanction of the BfiUsh 
Government in India, under and by virtue of tlie provisions of certain articles of 
agreement ehtered into on the 13th day of l^ay 1800, between kthe East India 
Company and Nusseeroddeen Khan, the father, the said Ufzooroddeen Khan, 
whereby, in consequence of surrenderiug up to tlie East India Company, the 
civil and military government of Surat, it was provided that he should continue 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the courts of justice, and shopld be at liberty 
to dispense justice over his relations or servants. 

The late Nawab Meer Ufzooloddeen Khan having only two daughters, 
Bukhtyjarool-nissa Begum and Nujeebool-nissa Begum, and being without the 
prospect of male issue, about die year 1830, contemplated marrying his daughters 
in such wise that bis future sons*in-law with their wives, might become his 
heirs, and accordingly when two of the sons of the King of Delhi were at Surat 
the Naivab took them into bis palace with the intention of marrying them to his 
daughters and making them the successors of his estate, hut on the Nawab 
despatching his chief minister to tlie Provisional Governor of Bombay to 
obtain his saactimi to the arrangement, the Government advised him to seek an 
alliance with anothiW family. » 

A negotiation was then set on foot for the marriage of the^Nawab’s daughters 
with the younger brothers of the late Nawab of Baroda, with the intention of 
their becoming tlie successors of his estate, but as the Nawab stipulated for 
their residing witli him at Surat, their elder brother, the Nawab of Baroda, 
disapjiroved of the arrangement, and in consequence the negotiation was 
broken oft'. 

Proposals were then made by Meer Surfarez Ali, the father of your 
petitioner Meer Jafur ALrs for the alliance of your petitioner Meer Jafur 
Alee, and bis brother the late Meer Ukbur Alee, with the daughters of the 
Nawab, and a third negotiation was thus coniinenced which ended in a compact 
between your said petitioner’s father and his Excellency, that your said 
petitioner untL^is brother should from the day of the marriage reside with the 
Nawab in tlie^lace at Surat, and never leave it except with hi» express consent ; 
and tliat he should constitute them his heirs and successors. 

ill* 

This agreement having been made the Nawab caused a memorandum of its 
terms to be dra\^n up, which he fonrarded to your said [letitioner's father at 
Baroda, arequiring him and your said petitioner and his brother, to aftix their 
seals to it. The following, is the Nawab’s letter to your said petitioner’s father 
on the occasion : 

“ ht these auspicious days I had the pleasure to receive your £ivour, thded the 
l(«h of tlm month of Rujub, 1239 Hijrce, forwarded with Beychordass the 
Soocar, The subject of my accepting your children into my adoption exuded 
from your friendly pen has delighted me, most with greatest jileasure the adop>- 
tion of Meet Uklmr Alee a»d Meer Jafur Alee has been notiwMl to my mind. 
1 have included my daughters into your adoption. May the High Almighty 
render the above children successful. In this matter some points are required 
indispensably to be arranged, I have therefore given a memorandum of the 
arrangement in chaige of tlie a'oove Soucar, who is a free agent on your part. 
You are accordingly to draw an agreement on your part, as well us tliat of 
your two sotis. bearing the seals and signatuf^ df all the three gentlemen, and 
forward it to iri<j forthwith so that other worldly ceremonies may take place.” 

The 
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The meaioraiuium referred to ia the above letter, and delivered to your said CornmNw^nce 
petitioner’s father, wis as ftdlovs : — ; 

“ That Meer Surfarer AliiSaheb, the son «f Syud Moomtaz Ali, the son of 
Syud Zoolfkar All, does hereby declare in writing thai his Highness the Nawab * 
of Surat, a descendant of the illustrious Saint Syud Alee Hamdanee, has Uo male 
issue, but two daughters, Mts. Nujeebool-nissa Begum and Bukbtyaroobnissa 
Begum, who it has been settled are to be betrothed to my two sons, Syud 
Ukbar Alee and Sytid Jafur Alee, and the mutual agreement having taken 
place, I hereby give in writing that the dowry of eacli of the iadici is to be 
one lac of rupees. The other engagement is this, that the mutual t&peiises in 
the marriage ceremonies are to be equivalent on both sides, suitable to the 
character of both parties ; also, ray two sons are to remain as sous-in-Iaw of the • 
house at Surat in tlte palace with bis liighness, and keep tlie house in a pros- 
perous state. The two sons have no authority to take the two ladies out of the 
city, of Surat. This they will never do^ Should a case of urgency rejpure the 
two sons to take the two ladies or their children to Baroda, they shall not do it 
without the pernnssion of his Highness for a fixed period of lime. In case his 
Highness proceeds to another cliinalte, the real mothers of the ladies are to act 
upon the above engagement, and his Highness will make a will in the name of 
the two sons, regarding the succession and inheritance of the property and 
maintenance of the survivors, &f;. The two sons are to act upon the will, and 
they will always carry the usage and ceremonies of the House of Hamdanee 
into execution ; and they arc never to marry a rival to the ladies above cited. 

“ Myself and my two sons will never deviate from the above engagement. 

We, Meer Ukbnr Alee and Meer Jufur Alee, do hereby declare that the above 
engagement is confirmed by us, and we shall not deviate from it.” 

Your said petitioner mid liis brother and their father having duly sealed a copy 
of the ‘paper, enclosed it to the jS’awab in a letter from them, which is as 
follows; — 

“ In this most iiappy time, your letter which you wrote with c.\trcme kind- 
ness, reached me and filled my heart with joy with regard to what yc'U have 
mentioned, that you have accepted ray sons as your own sons, and requesting 
me also to accept your daughters as my own daughters. These tidings have 
given me the greatest pleasure imaginable ; I pray to Cod Almighty that the 
children of both sides may (mjoy the happiness of this world. You had given 
the draft of an arrangement to, Beychurdass Sowkar, which we three are to sign 
and seal according to your bidding ; T send you the memorandum duly sealed 
and signed by three names. The above-named Sowkar will deliver it to you, 
and whatever the above-named respected person shall say, yon may rely upon as 
correct, and send me a quick answer ; I hope you will always keep me infonned 
of your state of health.” 

After this, and before leaving Baroda for the marriages, j'our said uetitioner’s 
father, feeling that in binding down Ins sons to reside always with the Nawab, 
at Surat, he ought to have some corresponding assurance that llis children 
would inherit the Nawab’s wealth, addressed a letter on the subject to Mirza 
Abdoola Beg, the Minister of his Excellency, and which elicited from him the 
following reply ; — 

** It having been brought to my notiefe from your letter to the address of 
Mirza Abdoola Beg (my precious friend) that you have a sort of anxiety in your 
mind as the season of the grand and august festival •of the marriages has 
approached, I write you iu clear terms that you should have no anxiety of any 
kind in your mind, and should not imagine these weddii^s to he the usual ones, 
for I adopt your children to be my sons, and appoint them my successors. The 
ceremonies of the nuptials are to be mutually performed. After the consutmnar 
tion of the marriages your sous shall be mine, and they shall live in my house.^ 

Allowing your certainty to this writing of mine, aivl taking it for a deed of 
assurance i'or the future^make preparations for coming to tins place along with 
your sons. Consider this to be a strict injunction, and be peaceful of mind in 
all respects. Further, my sincere friend Miraa Abdoola Beg's letter to you 
(on this subject) will explicitly afford you satisfaction.” 

After the above correspoiulence the marriages took pkee, and were celebrated 
with great pomp and splendour. Tlic amoufit land out on. tlie ocipasion was 
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scara^ly less tlian five lacs of rupees. A military ^uard lent 0 the Nawab. 
Salutes were fired from the Castle^ and t}ie Agent and ail ,ute J^c^ean ewiety 
of the station attended. The Nawab invited th^ Governor, Lord Clare, the 
Members of Council aiid otlier distinguished persons from Bombay to he present 
at the ceremony, which he desired should pass off with alt possible eclat. 

On the return of your said petitioner’s father, MeerSurfaraz AH, to Baroda, 
the Nawab, at his request and for his satisfaction, communicated what had 
occurred to James Williams, Esq., the British Resident at Baroda, in the following 
letter : — ‘ ' 

“ In this time, by fhc Grace of God the marriage of my two daughters has 
been completed with all propriety. The illustrious sons, Syud Ukbur AU Khan 
and Syud Jafur AH Khau, are incomparable in dignity and ability, f am 
exceedingly pleased with them, and have appointed them my Miccessors ; 1 shall 
request the same of the Honourable British Cktvernment, and for the samS feason 
1 beg of you to keep this matter in your reflection ; Moer Saheb will ipention 
it to you in detail, and after a I'eiv days ijfty confidential frien^, Mirza Abdoola 
Beg, vvill be scut to wait upon you, agrqeahly to the request of the Meet 
Saheb. Written on the 22d of Zilhej, 1249 Hijree, or 2d May 1834. ’ 

The Resident acknowledged the letter in the following reply:— ■“ Your kind 
letter favoured by Meer Surfaraz AH Saiieh, alluding to the *3«cccssion of Syud 
Ukbur Ali Khan and Syud Jafur Ali Khan (may they jive long) to yourself, 
having been written, its perusal gave me great pleasure. In this matter I write 
to you as a friend, that 1 will use all the endeavours in iny power with the 
Honourable Government in the object above cited. You should think of no 
omission on my part as a sincere friend. The altercation now impending 
between the Sirkar of the Guicowar and the Meer Saheb, on accouui of a mis- 
representation made by some person, will soon be cleared oflf, if it please the 
Almighty God.” 

“In the mt.uifime leave lias been granted to Syud Ukbur Ali, as requested 
by you, but [lei rait him to come to Baroda for a few days, when the Meer Saheb 
will require Ills presence.” • 

Your said petitioner and his brother, Meer Ukbur AH, on their marriage, left 
their father’s family and from that time re.sided with the Nawab at Surat as his 
sous according to the engagement. 

In the year 18.39, the wife of Meer Ukbur Ali Khun having died, and the 
issue of his marriage having predeceased her, he, with the Nawab’s permission 
(though very much against his Excellency’s wishes), rejoined his father at 
Baroda, and continued isrer afterwards to remain in his father's family, and thence- 
forth ceased to be accKiiiifiitsd one of the Nawab’s adopted sons. 

Your said petitioner’s wife, Bukhlyarool-nissa Begum, having given birth to a 
son, who was named Meer Amecroddin Khan, the Nawab on the 4th February 
1841, when the child was about two years’ old, took an opportunity, with the 
consent of your said petitioner and his wife, of assembling all his household, and 
in their presence placed the child on the musnud and presented the Nawab’s 
jewels of state to him, after which the ofiicers and servants advanced and pre- 
sented their nuzaranas, or offerings. This proceeding, according to the usages 
of the natives eff India, , was a fonual recognition, on the part of the Nawab, that 
the infant was accounted the heir presumptive of his property. 

The cirenmstance was communicated by his Excellency to your said peti- 
tioner’s father, in a letter dated 12th Zilhej, 1266 Hijree. 

“ May it be known to you that in this august time on the 11th Zilhej 1266, 

I seated my son Meer Ameeroddin Khan (may he live long) on my musnud, all 
the oflicers of my sirkar gave thdr presence ; all the materials belonging to the 
ancient dijpiity of the Nawabee uf my ancestors, such as drums and mafaec 
maratib, and the wearing jewels, &c. of the state, the whole and perfect, I have 
given to the son above-mentioned, and seated him in my place as desired by 
his parents. I congratulate you as my brother (on this occasion) ; what more 
shall I write except my love ty you. May thfi days of your happiness be for 
ever. Accept compliments from your sister, and best respects from Malikaz- 
amanee Be^m, and Ameeroddin Khan, and Zeaoon-missa Begum. Dated 
12th Zilhej i!266.” 


Your 
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Your said petitipnerVson, Ameeroddin Khan, having shortly afterwards di^, CotnMndenae 
th^ Natrab from that time forth regarded your said petitioner, in virtue of His *hh die 
alliance with the Nawab’s only surviving child, as the sole successor to his title Board pfControJ, 
and dignity, and the fact was well known throughout the household and 
throughout the city, nor indeed has this fact been at any time disputed. 

It was manifest from several docunjents executed by the Nawab, in which 
allusion was made to those who were to succeed him, and from the testimony of 
most fespectable persons conversant with the views of the Naw^b, and the 
relation which subsisted between him and your said petitioner, that the hfawai.) 
always treated your said petitioner and his wife with the greatest affection, and 
that he never intended to swerve from his engagement with your said petitioner’s 
father, and that he must have died with the fullest conviction that his private 
estete at least would pass tranquilly into the^hands of his danghter and your 
said, petitioner as his heirs, thoi^h he was no doubt well aware that your said 
petitipner’s succession to the oince and dignity of Nawab would depend upon 
the pleasure of the British Govempient. * 

YOuV petitioners furtlier established that by a special custom of the family of 
the late Nawab, the estates of persons belonging to either brancli of the family 
should be inherited exclusively by that branch to which the deceased might 
have belonged, and should not be divided with the collateral kindred of another 
branch. 

If, however, any doubt could be entertained of the intentions of the Nawab 
or of the custom of the family, then your petitioners submit that it being 
manifest from the political position of the Nawab, that he was independent of 
any known positive law, the succession to his estate should be determined by 
the universal principles of natural justice, recognised by the common consent of 
mankind. By these, your . petitioners Zeeaoon-nissa Larlee Begum, and 
Ruheemoon^nissa Begum, and their late mother, who wore the only descendants 
of the late Nawab at his decease, would be accounted his heirs and the suc> 
cessors of his property, nor has it been suggested throughout the jirolonged 
investigations which have since taken place, that the Nawab at any time 
regarded any other person as his heirs, or intended any disposition of his 
property at variance with the natural right of his own descendants. 

On the Nawab’s death, bis properly accordingly passed into the hands of your 
petitioner Meer Jafur Alee and his wife, as of course the right of your said 
petitioner and his wife were at once recognised by the household and de- 
pendents of the late Nawab. All looked to your said petitioner for orders, 
which they readily obeyed. Your said petitioner superintended the funeral of 
the deceased, took charge of everything, and remained in possession of the 
estate undisturbed forborne months, granting receipts in his own natne for rent 
and e.xpending it on the family, with much more besides from his private 
resources, and managing all the affairs as in the deceased’s lifetime. 

But shortly after the Nawab’s decease the Government thought fit to declare 
that the Nawabship was at an end, and without questioning the authority of the 
Government to refuse to recognise your said petitioner or his wife, as the suc- 
cessor to the political dignity or privileges oS Nawab, your petitioners submit 
that it is beyond dispute that the Government bad no authoritytr right to deter- 
mine who should be the owner of the Nawab’s private estate, for with regard to 
that he was always accounted by tlie Government, and was by right, a free agent 
to dispose of it as he pleased without the interruption or sanction of the 
Government. 

In the ordinary course of ’events in accordance with the local laws and regu- 
lations of Government, if any one had conceived himself to poswss a better 
right than your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, and his wife to the Nawab’s^ pro- 
perty, he would have resorted to the local court of Surat, under whose jurisdic- 
tion' your petitioners came on the cessation of the Nawabship by the expresa 
provisions of the regulations. The local court would then have had to undertake 
the duty of deciding whether your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, and his wife were 
not entitled to retain possession of the estate wWch had passed into their hands 
with the consent of the deceased Nawab, and of tvhicU they were the only heirs 
by the law .of nature, confirmed by the written agreement, the Iptters, the 
language, and the whole conduct of the Nawab for the last teu yearn of his 
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life^ which y«ur'{Ktilloi|ers.«re adilsed and helievc the hiedl oooijtB Cf justice 
wodd have been bcMind to recog^useiii the detennuatioiiof your petitkHMFs 


Bot the Government of Bombay deemed it expedient to sequester the property 
of the Nawab, and passing by the propriety of this step yoiir petilicnere humblv 
submit that their rights and interests in relation to the estate of thclfawab coul^ 
not be affected or prqudiced by it, but that they nevertbdess still remained 
entitled to be. regarded on every principle of equity, and of natural justice and 
right, as tlie owners of ^he Nawab’s estate. 

Your petitioners, however, in accordance with the feeling predominant 
'amongst natives of rank in India, being unwilling to resort to the ordinary 
courts of justice to assert their rights against the Government, or to compa 
the administration of the Nawa1l)'a estate as they might have done, a»4 the 
(^vemment of Bombay having no power or authority to interfere witli it; the 
Government of India at length determined to pass a legislative enactment to 
place the family of the Nawab and his eftate under the jurisdiction . «.f the 
Governor in Council, in accordance with the usage which has long prevailed 
in India, for your petitioner shew that on the first acqtiisition of Surat the 
Governor iu Council of Bombay was by the local regulations sanctioned by 
the authority of Parliament, constituted the Supreme Court of Appeal in 
Bombay from all decisions in civil and criminal causes pronounced by the local 
courts of justice, and that subsequently when the jurisdiction was transfcfrred to 
the Sudder Adawlut of Bombay, composed of one Member of Council and 
several senior civil servants, the Governor in Council still remained, by an 
express regulation, the sole court of appeal in India in all causes relating to 
persons of rank in the Deccan, being that district of the Bombay Presidency 
where such persons chiefly reside, justice, in the - first instance, being adminis* 
tered to them by an agent appointed for that purpose by the Governor in 
Council. From the decision of the Governor in Council in all these cases, an 
appeal could be preferred as of right to your Majesty in Council. 


On the 26tli August 1848 the following Act was passed by the Guvernoro 
General of India in Council, Act No. 18 of 1848, “ An Act for the administra» 
tion of the estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and to continue privileges to 
his family. Whereas it is expedient to provide for die administration of tiio 
estate of the late Nawab of Surat, Mccr Ufzooloodeu Khan Kumrood Dowleh 
Usbmat Jung Bahadoor. And whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of 
the civil and criminal courts cujoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations 
and servants, by.'^virtiie of the treaty concluded between the East India Company 
and die said late Nawab, u’ the 13th May 1800, recognised and confirmed by 
clause 2, section 21, liegulation 2, 1827, and clause 2, section 1 ; Regulation 
11, 1827, of the Bombay code, ceased at the death of the said late Nawab, and it 
is deemed expedient tliat some of the said persons should continue to be 
privileged. It is to be enacted as follows : — 

“ I. No writ or process shall be sued fmth or prosecuted against the persons, 
goods, or property of the several persons named in the Schedule annexed to this 
Act, being the widow's and family of the said late Nawab, or of any of them, 
unless with the consent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first obtained, 
such consent to be signified by the signature of one of the Secretaries to Govern- 
ment ; and any writ or process su^ forth or proseemted against the persons, 
goods, or property of the said several persons, or any of them, without such con- 
sent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

“ II. Tl>e Governor of Bombay in Council is empowered to act in the adminis- 
tration of the property of whatever nature left by the late Nawab of Surat in 
regard to the settlement and payment of the debts and claims standing ag^ust 
the estate of the said late Nawab at the time of his death, and to make distribu- 
tion of the remaining property among his family; and no act of the said (Sovernor 
of Bombay in Council, in respect to the administration to and distribution of 
such proj*er(y from the date of the death of the said late Nawab, shall be liable 
to be questioned in any court of law or cqiiity. 

“ HI. .TKe Umitation of time for bringing, suits in the civil courts, *pruvided in 
Regulation 5, l»2T, of the Bombay Code, shall be held in respect to all persons 

within 
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witiim Utepnwisicms of olauae % section 21, of ^ said B^^atioa 2, 1827, to 
beg^s «a to ati «u«es of <te^ arising before ,tbe passing of tltis Act, from tito 
day of the passing of this Act, subject to this provision, that no suit by or against 
any of the said jiersons shall be entertained in any civil coart on account of any 
cause of action vtliich arose at the time preceding the death of tbc said late 
Nanrab by more than the number of years or montiis severely limited with 
reference to such cause of action by the said Regulation 6, 1827, as the period 
within which the suit must be filed after such cause of action arose,, or came to 
the knowledge of the plaintiff, as the case may be. * ’ 

“IV. Deeds registered under the provision of any Act passed by the Govemor- 
g'CUeral of India in Council shall not, on the sole ground of priority of registra-v 
tiow, invalidate deeds which may be duly registered within six mouths from the 
■day of the passing of this Act by any persons within the provision of the said 
clause* 2, sect. 21, Regulation 2, 1827, provided that such last-mentioned deeds 
relate, to property conveyed to the owner before the day of fhe passing of this 
Act. • 


BsMit 


SCHEDTJLK. 


1. Padshaw Begum • - 

2. Ameerol-mssa Begum 

3. Meer Jafur Ali 

4. Zecarool-nissa Begum 

5. Ruhemool-nissa Begum 

“ 6. Meer Mooeenoodeh Khan 
“ 7. Mccr Kumrooden Valud 


Widow 

Widow 

Son-in-law - 

Grand-daughter 

Grand-daughter 

Buckshee 

Shumsoodecn 


of the late Nawab." 


Under the authbrity of this Act the Governor of Bombay appointed William 
Edward Frere, Esq., who was the agent of the Government at Surat, to investi- 
gate whatever claims might be preferred to the succession to the estate of the 
late Nawab, and to make an a^ard and report to tlie Governor and Council 
thereon. 

Your said petitioner, Meer Jafur Alec’s wife, Bukhtyarool-nissa Begum, 
Laving in the njeantime died, lesiving your petitioners, Zeeaoon-nissa Begum, 
and Ruheenoon-nissa Begum, also named in the Schedule to the said Act, her 
only issue, who, together with your said petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, were, by the 
law and custom of India, Irer only heirs. 

Your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, appeared before the said agent, and preferred 
a claim on behalf of your petitioner’s infant daughters, on the grounds herein- 
before stated*, to the whole of the estate of which the late Nawab had died pos- 
sessed, subject to the payment of his debts, your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, 
relinquishing in their favour any claims on his own behalf. 

Amecrool-nissa Begum, tin; widow of the late Nawab and the mother of your 
said petitioner’s late wife, and also rrientionetl in the Sche'lulc to the said Act, 
appeared before the said agent by her attorney, and admitted the right of your 
said petiiiont r’s daughters to the whole of the said estate, b\it claimed, in the 
event of the agent deciding against them, to participate in any digtribution of tin 
estate which the agent might order to be made amongst the kindred of the late 
Nawab. * 

Padshaw Begum, also mentioned in the Schedule to !he said Act, appeared 
before the agent by her attorney, and claimed to be entitled, as his widow, to a 
share of the estate, according to the law of tlie Mahommedan sect of Soonec, lo 
which it was alleged the late Nawab tielonged. 

Mccr Mooeenoodeen Khan and Meer Kumrooden Khan, also mentioned in the 
Schedule to the said Act;, appeared before the agent, aud^ claimed to bo entitled, 
as the nearest male kindred of the lajc Nawab, to a share in the estate, according 
to the law of the said sect, they alleging themselves to be the male descendants 
of Syed Metlmn, the brother of the late N^wab’s great-grandfather, Meer 
Mooeenooden Khan, the first Nawab of Surat of ths-t family. 

One Meer Surfooden also appeared before the agent, and claimed, as the heir 
of Mudina Begum, the sister of the lateNawab’s late grandfather, Haffis^pddon, to 
be entitled to a share of the estate, accordiog to the Mahommedan law. " 
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And one Abdool Rehmann, with several others, claimed, as the heirs of 

^ Nawab Haffizooden, certain 
property, which it was alleged by them had been possessed by him on her death 

to the “ate Nawb subsequently descended 


To the whole of these claims your petitioners objected, not only on the grounds 
hereinbefore stated, but because they proceeded on the erroneous assumption 
that the administration of the estate of the Nawab must necessarily be gov^ned 
by the religious law of* inheritance of the Mahommedans of the Soonee sect 
applied, when no special custom intervened, to the distribution of the estates of 
brivate persons of that sect by the native courts of justice ; and your petitioner 
Meer Jafiir Alee, insisted that if the positive engagements of the Nawab were" not 
to be upheld, or the natural rights of your said petitioner’s children, as the only 
issue of the Nawab, were not to be recognised ; yet that it was manifest that the 
Nawabs, though Mahommedans, never adopted the Mahommedan code of 
inheritance in their family, and that it therefore never attached itself to their 
property, but, on the contrary, that they maintained and acted upon ihe'prin- 
ciple at variance with the Mahommedan law before stated, that the estates of 
persons belonging to either branch of the fiimily should be inherited exclusively 
by that branch to which the deceased might have belonged, -and should not be 
divided with the collateral kindred of the other branch. 

Of this conclusive proof was afforded by several transactions in the lifetime of 
the late Nawab, stamped with the approbation and acknowledgment of the 
British Government, On one occasion the widow of the late Nawab’s father, 
having obtained possession of a considerable part of the property of which he 
died possessed, the late Nawabs appealed to the Government to obtain its 
restoration, when the Government, presided over by the Honourable Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone, who was peculiarly qualified to form* a just opinion on the 
subject, replied It was in a very happy lime that 1 had the pleasure of 
receiving your letter, and have understood its contents. Whatever is pleasing 
to your Highness is the source of happiness to us. Your Highnm is the sole 
controller and authority in all your a&irs and transactions, and in the in- 
heritance of your family, without consulting others, and there seems no reason 
for the Government to interfere ; but jrou must consider that the Government 
always arc anxious to irieet your Highness’s wishes: the agent is therefore 
instructed, if necessary, to afford you any assistance you require.” 

About the same time the late Nawab’s mother complained to Mr. Rotner, the 
agent of the GoverMft*Wt «t Surat, that the late Nawab refused to* give her the 
share of her husband’s ptoperty, to which she would be entitled by Mahomedan 
law ; but Mr. Romer replied 

“ I received your letter in good time. In that you mention something about 
the displeasure between yourself and his Excellency the Naw'ab. It should be 
very clearly and certainly understood by you, that upon this subject, in the 
same manner as the former order of the Honourable the Governor had been 
conveyed, directed that the Honourable the Government disapproves of the 
thought of interference regarding such disputes as may be connected with the 
family of his Excellency the Nawab, it is impossible to do so ; the same order 
is confirmed and held' in force. What more shall I write ?” 

Finally, in order to avoid contention in the family, the late Nawab proposed 
to concede to his mother a portion of his father’s estate, equal to the share of a 
widow under the Mahomedan law; but upon the express condition that it should 
not be .construed into a recognition of any right under the Mahomedan law, he 
required a solemn instrument of renunciation to be drawn up, and signed both 
by his own family and by the family of the Bukbshee, to which Uie widow 
belonged. 

Accordingly a deed was prepared, and Meer Sudrooden, the Bukhsbee, and 
Meer Shumsoddeen, the father of the present claimant, Meer Kumroodeen, 
affixed their seals to it, containing the following clause ; — 

“ As'abovt; d^il^, the eighth part that has been written out to me by my 
bcloVed son the Nawab, is merely, in consequence* of his r^rd to my satisfaction 

and 
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and pleasure, becaui^ such divwion never hadi taken place in this femilv during Correro^«M* 
the live generations jpast ; and henceforth, if any ©f the relatives claim a'share in Board of ^twl. 
an estate of a decetised or living person, his claiw is to be null and uncugnisable. —4. 
After my brother, Meer Sudrooden Khan ISufdnr Jung Babadoor (the Bukhshee) 
had consented to these terms, my beloved son agreed to give the eighth part of 
the ^{vision to me ; also my brother, Meer Sudrooden Khan Sufdur Jung Balia- 
vdoor, has not and sh^ll not have any claim upon my beloved son fepr a share of an* 
estate />f a dead or living person.” 

But at that very moment, in consequence of intermarriages between the 
several branches of the Nawab’s family, if the Mahomedan law of inheritance 
had been recognised, the Bflkhshee and Meer Sbumsoddeen would have been 
entitled tp shares of personal property in' the possession of the Nawab which lie 
had derived from deceased members of his family ; and at the same time the 
Najv&b’s mother would have been entitled to a very large amount for tlie sliares 
of personal property in the possession of the Bukhshee which he had derived 
from deceased members of his own branch of the family. 

It thus appeared, that in thc/Iifetime of the , Nawab, both branches of the 
family had repudiated the , Mahomedan law as the rule of succession, and 
inasmuch as the estate of], -tlie Nawab had never received any acquisition from 
the property of the ^^ral members of the Bukhshee’s family, which liad been 
retained by him tpTa very large amount for his exclusive benefit, it was con- 
trary to tlie obvious principles of equity to allow the Bukhshee, after the 
Nawab's deceaiKe, to set up the Mahomedau law, and claim under it a portion of 
the Nawab’a^tate. 

Whilst/^n recent times the facts which were within the knowledge of the 
witnessejS produced before the Jigent clearly established the positive renunciation 
of the Maliornedan law, it was not .shown that on any one occasion, from the 
time th^ family of the Nawab first acquired their authority in Surat, the 
Mahoi^dan law had, been adopted as their rule of succession ; no ground, 
therefore, existed by which the claims adverse to your petitioners were sup- 
ported! rather than the law of the sect of Shea, by which the collateral kindred 
of thfe Nawab would have been excluded, and this estate would have vested in 
youif/petitioner’s wife alone. 

Your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alice, further objected to the claim of Padshah 
Bejlum, that she had been divorced by the lute Nawab, whereby she was 
dipntitled, even by the Mahomedan law, to any share in the estate. Ii was 
clj^rly proved by tlie testimony of the Nawab’s household, that several years 
b||fi)re his decease he divorced Padshah Begum from him, and removed iier 
n his palace, and, in accordance with the usage and practice in India of 
■sons of high rank, he placed her in a separate estHblisliment, with an allow- 
ifee of 30 rupees a month, and of dry food from the palace, and 1 60 rupees a 
sar for clothing, until 1833, when the last item was stopped; that from the 
/^^iime of the divorce until the Nawab’s decease, be had no intercourse with her, 
that she was not admitted to see him in his last moments ; and so generally 
Iji^as it understood that her relations with the Nawab had ceased, that wl)on the 
'^Ibdies of rank at court paid visits of ceremony at the palace, on the Nawab’s 
■ * tease, to condole with his widow and family, this mark df respect was not 
d to Padshah Begum, nor was she put forward as the Nawab’s widow until 
! united with the Bukhshee in opposition to your petitioners. Your said 

t itioner, Meer Jafur Ailee, furtlier objected to the claims of Meer Moeenoudecn 
an and Kumrooden Khan, that they never constituted a part of the Nawab’s 
'^mily in bis lifetime, anti that they were not the legitimate male kindred of the 
ilate Nawab. 

Your said petitioner objected to the lat| Meer Shurfodeen, that even by the 
'^Mahomedan law he could not be entitled to any •share of the estate, and to the 
claim of Abdool llehman, that diey were not interested in the division of the 
residue of the estate, but could only be creditors thereon if their claims were 
admitted, which, however, for several suffici^t reasons, your iietitioners sub- 
mitted ought to be wholly disallowed. •• 

All the several claimants werp British subjects residing in and near Surat, 
within the territories subject to die government of the East lufdi^ Company, 
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aiid, Yitl»«the fixeeptioo of yotir vaid petitHmer, Mter Jafav A]le% aad liis 
<kit|^hter« and motfte]r-m<Uw said ' Fadafudi |topaa». ha4^ ptrevioa^jr ao^^ 4^ 
ps^tng tf( th« said Aot,. been subjoet in all n^ttaft to tbe (wdinary jonadiottoa 
of tbe oourt of justice. 

The agent of the Government idvestigated such several claims In a jjddicial 
manner, and after hearing such evidence as was adduced before him, and the 
arguments on behalf of your petitioners and idie oihfer dlaiiaantii respectively, oh 
the 8th of August 1852 made his award or decree thereon, which, after Stating 
the claims prefened before him, and adverting to aome of the aiguments uiged 
in support of them, proceeded as follows : — > 

Without any modern precedent for the case of an independent sovere^^ 
divested of all territorial poasesidon living with uncontrolled authority over his 
relations and dependents in a foreign country, we can compare it only with the 
case of King Edward, who, wlien r^tprning through France from the Holy Ldnd, 
was allowed, after solemn discussion ihefore the Parliament of Paris, toohave 
jurisdiction even in France over his ser^ttltij who while in Paris embezzled some 
silver, and was appreliended by the French al^orities, and from which it ni%ht 
be inferred that he would have been allowed jllKiwiictioa. over the property as 
well as lives of his subjects in his train, and that luiSkown property, had he died 
in France, would Imve been disposed of according to bliiv5N'j!||n and not tlie French 
law j or the Nawab might perhaps be held to reseoible anymnbassador who is 
exempted absolutely from all allegiance and all responsibility''^^ the laws of the 
country to which he is deputed and in which he resides, being \g<>iwdUered even 
while residing within a foreign state as living in his own couBtryjk^ fsfeining his 
original domicile, and his attendants, personal effects, and domes Jic servants 
being under bis protection, and equally exempt from foreign jurisdiction* *^hough 
the immunity allowed to ambassadors and their suites is sustainecn\ ^7 
interests and courtesy of nations, and rdidered requisite for ^negotiat'jnns and 
friendly intercourse, aucl therefore rests on a different basis from the iidimunity 
granted to a foreign potentate, either travelling through or residing in a* foreign 
country. Let us then,^^ without too nicely inquiring into the causes, follow the 
principles of these cases, and tljough the Nawab was resident within tlie E^ritish 
territories, let us apply to the distribution of liis property that law to whicr/^^ 
was subject. We know of no rules or code of laws laid down by him foi^ the 
government of his household and relations, and wc must therefore conclude i^that 
hie own will was the only law that he obeyed, and in disposing then of his 
perty we must strive to ascertain what that will was,” The agent then pr 'O* 
ceeded to notice tliQ grounds of your petitioner’s claim in detail, and advertii’^l* 
to some doubts. cast on ♦'be genuineness of the documents which passed on tit*® 
marriage of your petitioup* Steer Jafur Alice,, stated, “It is, however, a niattiP^r 
of very little moment whether these documents be genuine or not ; the discover 7 
of them at this late day in the handwriting of jicople now aliv e who did n<|f* 
mention them when the former inquiry was going on seems strange, but eveil*^ 
admitting them to be genuine they [vrove nothing, for though the Nawab h 
Ufzuloddeen njay in 1853 have held out hopes to Surfaraz Alice, and the latter j* 
may have entered into a treaty of marriage with the Nawab on the understand* h 
ing that he was to make a will leaving the succession and inheritance to his t 
son-in-law, still as the Nawab was guided only by his own will and pleasare,-t 
and there is no written will produced on the subject, we must conclude that the ’ 
Nawab altered his intentions or made some other arrangements, a.nd that these ' 
arrangements or alterations, whatever they were, were agreed to or submitted to*\ 
by his 8onS‘in-law. It is however urged, that the Nawub's confirmation of his^* 
intentions is proved by a letter from him to Surfaraz Alee ^19)* <lated 28th V 
March 1834, wliich he writes ;”aud after adverting to several documents which 
the agent was pleased to deem intmatcrial, he remarked, “ A letter dated the" 

5th February 1841 (hereinbefore set forth) is worthy of more consideration ; it 
is written by the Nawab to Meer Surfaraz Alee, informing him that he had 
placed Meer Jafor Alec’s son, Mecr Aniorodeen, on the musuud, and the whole .d 
of my establishment Itave made him pre8i.-nts on the occasion, and according to 
phe custom of my ancestors I liave given him the drums, &c., and at the desire 
of his parents I liave ap|>uinted him my successor. The authenticity of tliis \ 
letter, as well as tlie other documents, is contested by the opposite parties, but 
there is no^feasou why fjiey should not have admitted it, so opposetl as it is, as 

Meer 
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Mee^ Kumroden points ©at (psim. 49 ), to the t4m» trnder which Meet Jafar 
Alee weulA eostend the nwrmges were oontraeted.*' 

« In l«a9 Nujeebnl-oieca Begum (Uikbur AW» wife) died and left no children, 
so that BukthyaiwI-awsa Begum, Meer Jafur Alee’s wife, was at this time thd 
Nawab's only child. The Nawab had promised (J9) to mai|« bis s<ms-in>law his 
suocei^m. One, tije elder, could no longer be so, and the younger bad every 
right to expect that the Nawab would fulfil his intentions towards him; but 
inatead. of that, this letter wo\dd show that the Nawab had no intention of 
making his son-in-law, but his grandson, bis successor, and that it was his 
daughter and son in law’s wish that he should do so, This, allowing it to be 

K ' le, is die only proof we have of anything actually done by the Nawab in 
ranee of his intention to appoint a successor, and that this was a grave and. 
deliberate act requires confiirmation, as we do not find that tlje proceeding was 
ever qpmmunicated to the agent, or any public notice whatever taken of it, for 
Atmuram (36) states that none of the gentry of tlie city were invited or attended 
the meeting. The child, however, died .before his grandfather, and of what 
after that were tlie Nawab’s intentions, we have no proof. We have the 
evidence of witnesses that he looketl upon Meer Jafur Alee as his son, but we 
also have evidence that the Nawab was entirely in Mahomed Alee Beg and 
Futch Mahomed’s power, and would not, when on his death-bed, allow Meer 
Jafur Alee to sit near him. (I was in attendance in the Nawab^s palace when he 
was ill, and went and saw him two or three times. I and Jafur Alee were toge- 
ther. The Nawab would not allow any one bot Mirza Mahomed Alee Beg and 
Futch Mahomed and other Kidiniitgars to sit near him. He would not allow 
Jafur Alee.) So that when we find the Nawab made no will, and instead of ap- 
pointing^ his son-in-law as he promised his successor, he at son-in-law’s request 
appointed his grandson, and on that grandson’s death, neither renewed his pro- 
mises to his son-in-law nor made the will he promised, we cannot conclude that 
the Nawab meant that son-in-law for whom a will appeared to be requisite to 
constitute him heir, to be his heir without one ; but the more rational conclusion 
to arrive at appears to be, that disappointed in heirs male both of his own and 
his daughter’s, and conscious that his dignity as Nawab must b««come extinct at 
his death, he made no will or expression of his desire how his property should 
descend, but left it to follow that course which the law or ruling authority might 
prescribe. And this appears the more (irobable and reasonable, since so long as 
the Nawabship and pension remained, there was some oue for the whole family 
to look up to ; but when these failed, then: would be no head to provide for the 
other members of the I'araily, and each must thenceforth depend upon his own 
exertions. The position, therefore, assumed by Meer Jafur Alee, that the Nawab 
retained to the day of his death his resolution to make his son-in-law hiS heir, 
is not proved. Nor is it shown what the Nawab’s inte/itions were with regard 
to his property. Having thus found tliat !iis own will and pleasure, the only 
law to which the Nawab was subject, have not prescribed any rules for bis in- 
lierittince, we must, next see whether any particular custom of inheritance was 
preordained in the family ; whether, as urged by Jafur Alee (Para. 46, 280, and 
107), die custom of the family was neither to divide nor to receive inheritance 
with any relations. This being a negative position, the onus of proof of course 
rested on those who asserted the affirraativ(!.’' The agent theij stafid at length 
his view of the evidence adduced in support of it, and found that the custom of 
the family had not been established. He further proceeded as follows : — 
“ Having thus seen there were nd municipal laws to *which the Nawabs wc're 
subject, nor any peculiar custdm existing in their family, it remains to be seen 
to what law the distribution of the property among the Nawab’s family is to be 
subjected. The general rule is, that personal property .should be di.stributed 
according to the Law of the Domicile ; while to the inheritance of real property 
the lex loci i,s alone applicable. Tbe Law ’of tlie Domicile (of the Nawab’s 
pakce), we liave seen, does not exist except in the Nawab's pleasure alone, and 
wliat his pleasure was ih this case he has not recorded, even in the most informal 
manner. The real property then, we may safely say, would follow the law 
of the land, for thou^ we might, had any liiw of tne Nawab’s palace bfen forth- 
coming, have raised the questidn whether the lex hei was to be strictly applied 
to the real property, still no such laws existing, there is no ground for raising 
any question at law. That projierty must then be divided accorii^ng to the 
Mahomedan law, and as we can find no other law or rule applicable to the 
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CorrMBondfiipQ persoij^l property^ there d6e$ aot ^^fear nay reason why that also elfionld not 
follow the same law* the religious law of the deceased. It was soaf ht on the 
Beard pfCgotrci. examination of Moopshee hootfolia Kbaa (M)» to prove that the tete NaWab 
could not be held to be a Mussulmau. {To aH appc^nee the Nawab was not 
a Mussulman ; 1 never saw him at.prayers. I never saw a beard on his face. 1 
have heard him abusive on religious subjects, but I do not know what he might 
have been in bis heart. The Nawab when attending prayers at the Eed, never 
bowed himself to the ground, and used ‘'to talk while they were at prayers) I 
have heardi that the Nawab was called a Syud. — (Lootfolla Kkan*s Evidence.) 
His conduct has been shown to have been in many points, and on some occasions, 
contrary to the strict rules of that &ith, and it is therefore contended that the 
Mahomedan law is not applicable to the case of his inheritance. The Nawab 
was a Syud, and Meer Jafur Alee married into his family; as such he was 
buried as a Mussulman, and in subjecting men to the laws uf their faith it is 
not necessary to inquire wlicther they are observers of the strictest rules of fit, or 
merely nominal conformers with it ; .the rule is the same for the one as Ibr the 
other. If any other mode of disposing of the property except by Mahomedan 
law was pointed out, the fact of the Nawab beitig but a heterodox Mahomedan 
might have some weight, but in the absence of all semblances of other laws or 
customs to guide the distribution of the property, and with the law of the land 
in which the real property is situated indicating the Mahomedhn law as the rule 
to which that portion of the inheritance should be subjected, we are constriiined 
to adopt that as the law which should govern the persona) property also.” The 
agent further decided that Abdool Rehman and the other persons claiming 
tlirougii Fnkroon-nissa Begum, the wife of Haffizoodeen, the late Nawab’s 
grandfather, and Meer Sudbdeen, claiming through Meedina Begpm, the 
sister of the said Haffizooden, were not entitled to any share in the estate of the 
late Nawab. The agent having found on review of the evidence which had been 
taken before him, tliat the last Nawab was duly married to his two widows 
Padshah Begum and Amt-ruol-nissa Begum, that your said petitioner Meet Jafur 
Alec’s late wife Bukhtyaroohiiissa Begum was the legitimate daughter of the 
late Nawab ; that tbeckimauts Meer Mooeenodden Khaii and Meer Kumrooden 
Khan, were his lawful collateral male relatives, concluded his award or decree 
as follows : “ The widow’s child and great grandfather’s brothers great grandsons 
are alone considered heirs, and entitled to inherit according to the Mahomedan 
law, and they are entitled to share in the following proportions; the daughter is 
entitled to one-half of the property, the widows are entitled to one-eighth 
between them, and the residue will go to the other two heirs in equal propor- 
tions. It is therefore decreed that the property be divided into 16 shares, 
and of' that ciglit sha''.« « are awarded to Meer Jafur Ali Khan on behalf of his 
daughters. One share ts awarded to Padshah Begum, one share to Amerool- 
nissa Begum, and three shares each to Meer Mooceiioodeen Khan and Meer 
Kumroodeen Khan.” 

Your petitioners being much aggrieved by the tenor of this award, your 
petitioner Meer Jafur Alec addressed to Mr. Malet, as Chief Secretary to the 
Government at Bombay, a letter dated the 22d of March 3 85.3, deprecating and 
objecting toi^he said award or decision on various grounds, to which letter your 
petitioners at the' proper time will crave leave to refer, and the said letter con- 
cluded as follows : “ Whichever of the three rules above suggested be adopted, 
my claim can alone he .supported. If the marriage contract be proved, it is 
clear it would gjye me a title superior to a mere exercise of will, and one 
resulting from a legal obligation. It the evidence of the Nawah’s intentions be 
examined, there can be no reasonable doubt that bi& daughters and sons-iu-law 
and their issue, were the. sole objects of his bounty^ but if that evidence be 
defective, and the 0oyerumcnt, assuming the position of the Nawab, ask their 
consciences the question whether, if the Nawab eould now be appealed to, to> 
name the object on whom He would have wished his wealth to devolve, the 
8U8W er would not be in favour of his own offering, and not a distant member 
of the family, to whom he owed nothing of affection or of gratitude, and from 
whom when alive he was estranged, the Government are surely bound to ap- 
propriate the late Nawab’s ])roperty in that manner which would have been most 
acceptable to his own freliugs, and would merit his approval and sanction if he 
were alive^ I)i ahswer to the letter last mentioned, Mr. Malet wrote to your 

petitioner^ 
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pettttooier Meer Jaftir Alee tbe following letter^ dated the 2l8t of July 1863. 

Sir, -~Is aniwer to your two letten dated 22(1 of March 1853, 1 am directed 
by tlw Bight hmourable the Goremor In Council to refer you to the acting 
A^nt for die Right honourable the Governor at Surat, who; will communicate to 
you tbe deciaion of Government in tbe matter therein represented.” 

Oh the 27th July 1853, H. Hibbert, Esq., the acting Agent for the Right 
honourable the Governor at Surat, wrote and sent to your petitioner, Meer 
Jafur Alee, the followi^ letter: — “Sir, I am directed by the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council to inform you that on full consideration oT the appeals 
preferred by yourself on behalf of your two daughters anil your mother-in-law, 
Ameer-ool-nissu Begum and the other claimants on the property of his Excel- 
lency the late Nawab of Surat, against the decision passed by Mr. Prere, tlie late 
Agent, Government has, under section 2 of Act 18 of 1848, adjudged the 
succession to the said property in the following shares: the Nawab’s two 
grsnd-(biughters, Ruhecmoul-nissa Begum, 4-16ths; Zeeaool-nissa Begum, 
4~16ths; the Nawab’s two widows, .Padshah Begum, 1-1 6th; Ameerool-nissa 
Begum; ‘1-1 6th; the great-grandsons of tbe late Nawab’s great-grandfather’s 
•brother in the male line, Meer Moyenoden Bukshee, 3-1 6ths; Meer Kumrouden 
Wullud, 3^16ths. Second, with reference to the above, 1 request you will be good 
enough to attend, tjther in person or by vakeel, at my office, on Monday next 
the 1st. proximo, at 12 o'clock a. ni. precisely, as 1 should wish to consult you 
regarding the best mode of distributing the property in question amongst those 
to whom it has been awarded.” 

Your petitioners are advised and humbly insist that a valid and binding 
contract was entered into on the occasion of tlie marriage of your petitioner 
Meer Jafur Alee, by which contract the succession to tbe estate of the late Nawab 
ought to be determined ; that there was a valid and subsisting law, a custom of 
the family of the late Nawab of Surat, which had been repeatedly acted upon, 
w'hereby the other claimants to the estate and effects of the late Nawab were 
excluded from taking any share thereof, or participating in the succession thereto; 
and that, independently of these special considerations, |^our petitioner. Meet 
Jafur Alce’s wife as the sole issue of the Nawab, at the time of his decease, was 
alone entitled upon principles of natural justice and right to die whole of his 
estate, to the exclusion of the Nawab’s remote kindred, who did not in his life- 
time constitute any part of his fomily, and were never recognised by him as 
entitled to participate in his estate; and your petitioners are further advised and 
humbly insist that Padshah Begum, who claimed as (»ne of the widows of the 
late Nawab, having been divorced by him in his lifetime, formed no pari of 
his family at the time of his decease, and was not entitletl to any share in his 
estate, and that Meer Mooceuodcu Khan and Meer Kumrooden Khan were not, 
even by the Mahomedan law, legitimate collateral relations of the lute Nawab, 
entitled to shares in his estate, and that the ad judication of the Right honourable 
the Governor of Bombay in Council, as promulgated in the letter of Mr. Hibbert ' 
of the 27th of July 1853, is erroneous and ought to be reversed. 

Your petitioners are further advised and humbly submit, that your Majesty’s 
Privy Council is the only tribunal to which your petitioners can appeal against 
the judgment of the Governor in Council of Bombay ; and your petitioners 
show that from all decisions of a similar character, passed by the Government 
in Council, in regard to the property of persons of rank in western India, an 
appeal is referred as of course to the Judicial Committee of your Majesty’s 
Privy Council, but in consequence of the Legislative Council having, as your 
petitioners believe, entirely om’itted to take into their consideration, in framing 
the Act hereinbefore stated, the right which your petitioners possessed of appealing 
to your Majesty in Council, your petitioners are by the construction which 
has been put upon that Act by the Judicial Comraittesp of your Majesty’s Privy 
Council, unable to submit tliis appeal to their Lordships without the express 
order of your Majesty in Council. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pra)r that your Majesty will be most 
graciously pleased to take the case of your jietitioners into your Royal 
consideration, and that inasmuch as your Majesty’s prerogative cannot be 
affected by the said Act of the Legislative Council of India, your Majesty 
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will be gmoiousty oleased, in $he eserdlM of y&ur Boyai pmromtiwe, to 
refer the matter of wieptiBiiod to the JufBealCooimi^^ee of ycW-Ma^By^s 
most hoBourabie Privy Council in order that yoar Majesty may be advised 
as to what right and jastiee require, and that your Majesty will be pleased 
to order right andr justice to be done in the premises aaeardis^Qr, and 
that for the purposes aforesaid all necessary directions may be ^^ven for 
transmitting to the clerk of your Majesty's most honourable Privy 
Council co^es of all notes or records of any evidence taken by, and 
documents produced to. or hud before the said Mr. Frere,and of all other 

S roceedihgs before the said Mr. Erere and the Governor in Council of 
iombay, relating to the matters in question, or that your Mmesty w91 
be most graciously, pleased to grant to your petitibners such rarther or 
other relief in the premises as to your Majesty shall seem meet. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, fix. • • 

(signed) Jqfuf Alee, 


Meer Jafur Alee Khan to the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for the 

Affairs of India. * 

Sir, 16, Warwick-road West, 16 July 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to hand over to you, for the information of the President 
of the Board of Control, a copy of a letter* which I have this day addressed to 
the Court of Directors of the Honourable the East - India Company, soliciting 
that the claims of my daughters, recently discussed before Parliament, may be 
referred to the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy Council. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jq/ur Alee. 


The Secretary of the India Board to Meer Jafur Alee Khan. 

Sir, India Board, 17 July 1856. 

I AM desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, transmitting a copy of a lettei' 
whicli, on the same day, you addressed to the Chairman of the East India 
cJlipaiiy, respecting your claims to the stipend and the property possessed by 
the late Nawab of 

The President of this Board thinks it right that you should be informed that 
he does not acknowledge in any way the accuracy of the statement contained in 
your letter ; nor docs he consider that it fulfils or follows the course he recom- 
mended in the House of Commons. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Clerk 


Meer Jafur Alee Kht^ to the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for the 

Affiirs of India. 

Sir, 15, Warwick;road West, 18 August 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to hand over to you, for the information of the Right 
honourable the -President of the Board of Control, a copy of a letterf which 1 
have addressed to the Court of Directors of the Honourable East India Company, 
again renewing my application, soliciting that the claims of myself and daughters 
may meet with their fevourable consideration and settlement. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 





The Aetm^. Am^tlag Ses^etary of the India Board to MeerJafar Ake Khan. 

. .Bit, ■ India Board, 26 August 1866 . 

I AM' desired, by the Commissioners for the A^irs of India, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 18 th instant, transmitting a copy of a farther 
application m*^e by you to the Court 'of Directors of the East India Comj)any. 

I have, &o. , 

(signed) ^ C. H. C. Plowdm. 




Meer-Jaftir Alee Khan to the Right Honourable the President of the Board of 

Commissioners for the Aftairs of India. 

» 

15 , Warwick-road West, 

Right honourable Sir, 10 December 1856 . 

I HAVE- the honour to forward herewith a petition to Her Majesty iu Council ' 
in behalf of rayself»and daughters, pnwing that Her Majesty will grant us leave 
to appeal against the decision of the (governor in Council of Uouibay, ordering 
the private property of the late Nawab of Surat to be distril.uted amongst us and 
certain other persons whom, wc are advised, and believe, have ii<i right to 
participate in his eshite. 

It may be in your recollection that, in the last Ses.sion of Parliament, the 
Committee, to whom the Bill introduced by me was referred, rejiorted in favour 
of the decisions of the Governor in Council respecting the Nawab’s estate [jcing 
treated like those which the Governor in Council is accustomed to pass as ji 
judicial tribunal in other ca.se8 ; and, during the debates which snbsecjucntly 
ensued, no one dissented from this view ; but, on the coulrary, honourable 
Members who seemed to express the sentiments of the Court of Directors entirely 
acquiesced in the propriety of remitting all questions regarding the Navvub's 
private estate to tlie Judicial Committee of tbe Privy Council as the ultimate 
court of appeal. 

Trusting, therefore, that it is unnecessary for me to adduce at length the 
many cogent reasons which might be .stated for the adoption of this course, I 
hope you will think it expedient and just to advise Her Majesty to ma||| the 
usual order granting leave to appeal, according to the prayer of the petition. 

In advertence to the letter of the 16 th of August last, which I had the honour 
to addre.<!S to the Honour.able the Court of Directors, on the subject of the claims 
of myself and my daughters to the pension of 16,000 I, a year arising from the 
treaty of 1800 , I have received an answer dated the 20t!i of November last, 
signed by Sir James C. Melvill, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, ofl'ering an increase of pension to myself and daughters from 52,800 
rupees to 1,00,000 rupees per annum. As the language of that. letter leaves it 
doubtful whether the 1,00,000 rupees is to last during the three lives, and the 
life and lives of the survivors and survivor of them, 1 have reque.si(;(l from the 
Honourable Court an explicit answer on that {mint. 0 ,n learning that the in- 
creased pen.sion is to be enjoyed by the survivors and ^rvivor of myself and my 
two daugliters, and on being acquainted by you that 1 am permitted to appeal 
against the decision as to tire private projieriy, according to the prayer of tJie 
petition now handed up, I shall be prepared to accept the oiler of the Honour- 
able Court in settjement of the claims of myself and family to the pension. 

, • I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 


D 2 
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Correapondence 
witn Ihe 

Board of ControU 


Meer Jafur Alee Khan to the Right Honourable R. Vtmm &nith, m. p., 
President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

16 , Warwick-road West, 

Right honourtd)le Sir, .21 February 1867. 

On the 19th of December I had the boqour of addressing and requesting you 
to be good enough to recommend Her Majesty to grant me leave to app^ to 
Her MajMty’s Privy Council against the decision of Mr. Frere, agetft to the 
Honourable the Governor of Bombay at Surat (a decision which none of the 
parties concerned were' satisfied, and appealed against it to the Honourable Court 
of Directors) ; and my consent to the increase of pension pffered to me by the 
Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company, I made contingent 
upon such Kference being granted. 

A period of two months have elapsed, and I have not yet heard of your deci- 
sion on my petition : my longer stay in this country would only entail larger 
expense upon me over the already large* sum I have incurred while here ; 
without any hope, however, of recompense qjf remuneration from any part. 

I have waited upon you several times to beg of you to hasten your decision 
on my petition, but invariably I received your reply that the matter was in 
Sir George Clerk’s hands, and I must communicate with hkn on the subject. 
Sir George Clerk has lately been in town, but I was so unfortunate as to miss 
him on every time I called to see him. I now assure you that I feel very sick, 
tired, and very miserable, remaining in this country, especially when 1 have 
nothing further to do; and 1 hope 1 am not trespassing too much upon your 
kindness and consideration in soliciting your early decision on my petition. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 


The Secretary of the India Board -to Meer Jafur Alee Khan. 

Sir, , India Board, 2 March 1857. 

I AM desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknowledge the 
receipt of the letter addressed by you to the President of this Board on the 2l8t 
ultimo, and, in repl}', I have to refer you to the last pai'agraph of the letter 
wri to you, by order of the Court of Directors of the East India Company, 
with the sanction of >hts B ard, on the 22d of December 1856, to which, so far 
as the Board are aware, you have not yet rcturue'd an answer. 

] have, &;c. 

(signed) George Clerk. 


India Board,. 20 March 1857. 


(signed) 


Wm. Leach. 
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OOPY oi the CORRBSPOKOENCE between Mssr Jaffcr Ali Khan and the 
OovRl’' of Directors of the East India Company, and between the same 
and the Board of Commissioners for the AdTatrs of India, respecting the 
Property of the late Nawab of Surat (in continuation of the Papers 
ordered on the 16th of March). 


Correspondence with the* Court of Directors and 

Board of Control. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I BEo to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 20th November 
and 23d December 1866, informing me that the Honourable Court of Directors 
is prepai ed to fix the sum of 1,50,000 rupees a year as a life pension for the 
family and dependants of the late Nawab ; that the pension of the two widows is 
to be raised from 14,400 to 20,000 rupees a year each ; that the servants 
and dependants of the late Nawab are to continue to enjoy their present pen- 
sions, and that the balance, to be fixed at 1,00,000 rupees (10,000 1 .) is to be 
shared equally between myself and my two daughters for life, but to lapse to 
Government on the death of the survivor of the three grantees. It being clearly 
understood that the whole sum of 10,000 1 . a year is to be paid undiminislied 
until the death of the last survivor of my two daughters and myself, tJie jiortion 
of each of the three passing on her or his death to the survivors or survivor; it 
being also understood that a sum of 20,000 /. is, iudepeudentiy of the above, 
at once to be paid to me. # 

I have now to announce to your Honourable Board that, worn out as I am in 
this unequal and protracted struggle to obtain justice at the hands of the British 
Government I yield to necessity, and accept the above proposal ; and i beg 
that your Honourable Court will send out instructions to the Government of 
Bombay to pay over to the Oriental Bank Corporation, Bombay, the sum of 
15,000 h on my account, and the remainder 5,000 1 . to be paid to me here for 
my expenses. 

As to the private property of the late Nawab, as your Honourable Court is* 
pleased to declare that this is a question not for you, but for the Government, 
1 trouble you no further upon this point, and shall do what I best can to obtain 
redress elsewhere. . * 

IR conclusion, 1 beg that the Honourable Court will be pleased to order the 
present arrangement to take effect from the date of my letter, requesting recon- 
sideration of my claims, which is dated 1 6th August last. 

I have, &c. 

16, Warwick-road West, Paddington, • (signed) Ja/ur Alee. 

30 March 1867. 


»3 


Furllier 

Correspondence. 


3i->Ses6. 2. 



30 


CORRESPONDENCE ON THB PROPESTY OF 


Further To Sir George Russell Clerk, k.c.b., Secretary to the Board of Commissioners 
Correspondence. fo, the of India. 

~ . . 

In compliance with your intimation contained in your letter dated the 2d of 

March, T have now the honour to enclose, for the information of the Right 
honourable the President of the Board of Control, a copy of a letter dated the 
30th instant, which 1 have addressed to the Honourable the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company. 

' I have, &c. 

15, Warwick-road West, Paddington, (signed) Jafur Alee. 

31 March 1867. 


To Meer JafFiir Ah', 15, Warwick-road West, Paddington. ■ • 

Sir, . East India House, 17 April 1857. 

I AM commanded by the Court of Directors of the East India Company to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30tli ultimo, stating that you- are 
willing to accept the terms of the anangeraent with respect to the pension claimed 
by the family of the late Nawab of Surat, iiiliniated lo you in the Court’s letters 
of the 20th of November and the 23d of December 1866 ; and I am directed to 
ini'orm you, in reply, that the Court, with the understanding that this is a final 
settlement of the (piestion, are prepared to send immediate “ instructions to the 
Government of Bombay to pay over to the Oriental Bank Corporation, Bombay, 
the sum of 15,000/.” ou your account, and to pay to you in this country “ the 
rcmaimlcr, 5,0* being the balance oi' the sum of 20,000 /. wiiidi the Court, 
in their letter <if the 20th of November, consented to pay to you “ in free gift,” in 
considerati(»n of the “ expenses incurred by your residence in England, and with 
a view to assist you in making a I’urther provision for your daughters on the 
occasion of their marriage.” 

With reference to the request contained in the last jiaragraph of your letter, 
namely, “ that the Honourable Court tvill be pleasc-d to order the present arrange- 
ment to take effect from the date” of your “ letter of the 16th of August last,” 
requesting reconsideration of your claims, I am directed to state that tire Court, 
although it is usual t ar'-singements should take effect from the date of letters’ 
stating the ucceptani.e at .he decision, which, in your case, wouM be the 30th 
ultimo, consent to fix the date of adjustment in the manner which you solicit. 

I am, &c. “ 

(signed) James C. Melvill, Secretary. 


Political I.ETTER fram the Court of Directors to the Government of 

Bombay ; dated 22 April 1857. 

Para. 1. We transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence with Meer 
Jaffnr Ali ol Surat, relative to the claims of the feraily of the late Nawab upon 
the British Government, under the treaty concluded with his Highness by Mr. 
Duncan, in the year 1 800. 

2. With reference to the paragraph in the letter from our Secretary of the 
20th of November 1856, intimating to Meer Jaffur Ali our intention to pay to 
him, in free gift, the sum of twenty thousand pounds (20,000 1 .) ; and to our 
Secretary’s letter of April 17th, 1857, stating ottr willingness to disburse, in 
accordance with his request, three-fourths of this amount in Bombay, we desire 
that you w:” j.lace to his cr^it with the Oriental Bank Corporation the sum of 
a lakh and u half of rupees (Cfo.'s Rs. 1,50,000). 


3. We 



THE LATE NAWAB OP SURAT. 


3 ' 


3. We desire also that you will issue the necessary orders for the payment of 
the pensions granted to the family of the late Nawab, in the manner set forili in 
the letters of the 20th of November 1866, and the 17tli of April 1867, to the 
address of Meer Jatfur Ali. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Ross D. Mangles, 

London, 22 April 1867. F. Currie, 

&c. &c. 


Further 

Correspondence* 
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EAST INDIA ^(NAWAB OF SURAT). 


RETURN to an Order of tfie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated i8 May 1857 


OOPY “ of Minutes of the Member& of Council of the Government of 
India in Consultation on Act XYIII. of 1848, relating to the Property of 
, the late Nawab of Surat.” 


East India House,') 
as May J 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Sir FitzRoy Kelly.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 

4 June 1^57. 
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COPY of Minutes of the Members of Council of the Government of India 
in Consultation on Act XVIII. of 1848, relating to the Property of the late 
Nawab of Surat. 


Extract Letter from the Government of India in tlie Legislative Department ; 

dated 10 February (No, 5) 1849. 

» 

37. * The correspondence with the Government of Bombay on the subject of 
the administration of the estate of the late Jlawab of Surat, has been reported 
to your Honourable Court from the Foreign Department. A legislative enact- 
ment being required for the purpose, and for continuing the exemption from the 
jurisdiction of the Company’s civil and criminal courts, of tlie widows and cer- 
tain of the relatives of tlie deceased, the draft of a law was prepared, which was 
in substance the sjftne as that proposed by the Government of Bombay, but it 
was subsequently, after further consideration, much altered ; amendments were 
made in sections 3 and 4 ; and sections 1 and 5 were constructed on the basis 
of Act 1. of 1844, in the analogous case of the family of the Nawab of the Car- 
natic, Nothniig these changes, the Government of Bombay took objection to 
the firk clause, remarking, that it was defective in not confciiniug, as the 
original (;lause did, a provision as to tlu*. tribunal to which, in civil and criminal 
matters, the parties exempted from the ordinary tribunals should be amenable. 
Our (H)licague, Mr. Bethune, who recorded a minute* on the subject, stated that 
“ the practical operation of this enactment will be, that tlie Governor, or his 
Agimt, will remonstrate with them (the privileged parties) in all cases of wrong- 
ful acts, and, if necessary, enforce restitution or amends by the threat of 
allowing the law to take its course against them.” The diffiindtieii of the original 
section are also pointed out by Mr. Bethune in his minute. 

38. The dates fixed in clauses 3 and 4 were also objecU^d to by the Bombay 
Government, but no reason was apparent to doubt the soundness of the 
amendm|jj|nts. 

39. SetTion it was observed, was useless, and might hereafter prove mis- 
chievous, by giving rise to an unfounded idea that any part of the treaty 
survived after the death of the Nawab. This si'ction was worded as follows : 

“ This Act shall not be construed to restrict the operation of the said treaty, 
and, independently of this Act, the said several persons shall be entitled to claim, 
maiutaiu, and enjoy any privilege to which, by virtue of the said treaty, they 
or any of them may be entitled.” 

Mr. Bethune (ixplained, tiiat he had only proposed the above section by way 
of protestation that the Act was not an infringement of any engagement for- 
merly entered into by the Company. The section was omitted as there 
appeared to be some weight in the objections taken against it. 

40. The draft, thus remodelled, was passed into law, on the 26th August, as 
Act XVlIl. of 1848. 

41. Among the papers will be found two communications from Meer Jafur 
Ali, the son-in-law of the late Nawab of Surat, soliciting a modification of the 
clause which proposed to empower the Governor in Council of Bombay to 
administer to the effects of the late Nawab, and to provide that no act of that 
Government in respect to such administration should be questioned in any court 
of law or equity, 

42. Moer Jafur Ali considered that the wording of tl^s section would prevent 
the Agent at Surat from investigating and deciding upon several very import- 
ant matters relating to the Nawab’s estate, which he was desirous of submitting 
to him for decision. He, therefore, solicited a modification of the section. His 
application was referred to the Government of Bombay, who explained that it 
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Act. No. XVIII. 
of 1S48. 

For the adminis- 
tration of the 
Estate of the late 
Nawab of Sural, 
and to continue 
privileges to his 
family. 


• Dated 12 August 
1848. 




Political Dcpart- 
nent. 


4 miniH'Es, &c. iUfi fhoperty 

was their intentioiit on the passing of the Act, to empower the Agent at Surat to 
sumtnoh all parties who claimed to j^rticipate in the late Nawab’s estate, and, 
after full inquiry, to adjudicate their respective claims, consulting on all points of 
law the Mahomedan law officers of greatest repute. It was further explained, that 
the Agent’s decisions would be subject to the confirmation of Government, and 
that ail appeals against those decisions would be entertained, and finally decided 
hy Government ; and that after the proceeds of the estate had been thus dis- 
tributed,, all future cases of ilispute, with the exemptions noticed in the Act, 
would be subject to the jurisdictmn of the ordinary tribunals of the country. 


No. 44 of 184/. 

Letter from A. Malet, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bombay to 
G. A. BusJiby, Esq., Ofiiciating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter to Sir F. Currie, dated the 10th October 1846, 
No. 339, 1 am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, 
for the consideration of the Honourable the President of the Council of India, 
the accompanying draft of an Act, to provide for the administration of the 
estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and for the exemption from the jurisdiction 
of the Honourable Company's civil and criminal courts of the widows and 
certain of the relatives of the deceased. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Malet, 

Fort William, 1 SeptemW 1847- Secretary to Government. 


Draft Act. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the primary administration of the 
e.state of the iate Mawab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeeu Khan, Kumrood, 
Dowleh Ushraut, Jung Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the juris* 
diction of the civil and criminal courts enjoyed by certain persons under the 
provisions of clause 2, section 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section 
1, Regulation XI. of 1827, ceased and determined at the death of the said late 
Nuwab, and it is deemed desirable to continue such privilege to certain of the 
said pai'tics ; 

1. It is hen'by enacted, that the Governor of Bombay in Council shall be and 
is hereby empowered to exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil and criminal 
courts the widows and such of the present relatives of the late Nuwab of Surat 
as may to him seem proper, and to declare the persons so exempted amenable 
to th«‘ authority of an agent, whom he may appoint for this purpose. 

2. And it is hereby enacted, that it shall be competent to the Honourable 
the Governor in Council of Bombay to act in the administration of the property 
of whatever nature left hy the late Nuwab of Surat, in regard to the settlement 
and payment of the debts and claims standing against the estate of the said 
late Nuwab at the time, of his decease, and to the primary distribution of the 
remaining property among his family, and that all acts of the said Honourable 
the Governor in Council of Bombay in respect to such property, from the date 
of the demise of the said late Nuwab, shall be held to be valid, and not liable to 
be questioned in any court of law. 

3. And it is further enacted, that the limitation of time for filing claims in 
the civil courts, provided m Regulation V. of 1827, shall be held in respect to 
all persons who are exempted from the jurisdiction of the cml courts by the 
provisions of clause 2, section 21, of Regulation 11. of 1827, to commence from 
the 8th day of August 1842, being the date of the demise of the said late 
Nuwab. 

4. And it is further enacted, that deeds registered under the provisions of 
any Act*passed by the Governor-general in Council of India shall not, on the 

sole 
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«ole ground of priority of registration, inrididate deeds whicH may be duly 
registered vdthin ax months from the promulgadon of this Act, by any persons 
distinctly exempted under tlie said clause 2, section 21, of Regulation 11. of 
1827, provided such deed shall relate to property conveyed to the owner prior 
to the date of the demise of the said late Nuwab. 


Fort William. — Home, Department, Legislative, 5 February 1848. 

The following draft of a proposed Act was read in Council for the first time 
on the 5th of February 1848. 

. • Act No. of 1848. 

Aw Act for the Administration of the. Estate of the late Nuwab of Surat. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the late Nuwab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowleh, Ushmut 
Jung, Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of the civil 
and criminal courts enjoyed by certain persons under the provisions of clause 2, 
section 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section 1, Regulation XI. of 
1 827 of the Bombay Code, ceased and determined at the death of the said late 
Nuwab, and it is deemed desirable to continue such privilege to some of the 
said persons ; 

1 . It is hereby enacted, that the Governor of Bombay in Council shall be 
and is hereby empowered to exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil and 
criminal courts the widows and such of the present relatives of the late Nuwab 
of Surat as may to him seem proper, and to declare the persons so cxemj)ted 
amenable to the authority of an agent, whom he may apjjoint for this purpose. 

2. And it is hereby enacted, that it shall he competent to the Governor in 
Council of Bombay to act in the administration of the property of whatever 
nature loft by the late Nuwab of Surat, in regard to the settlement and pay- 
ment of the debts and claims standing against the estate of the said late Nuwab 
at the time of his demise, and to make distribution of the remaining property 
among his family, and that all nets of the said Governor in (Council of Bombay, 
in res^wet to such property from' the date of the demise of the said late I^uwab, 
shall be held to be valid and not liable to be questioned in any court of law. 

3. And it is further enacted, that the limitation of time for filing claims in 
the civil courts, pro-vided in the said Regulation V. of 1827, shall be held in 
respect to all persons who are exempted from the jurisdiction of the civil courts 
by the provisions of clause 2, section 21, of the said Regulation 11. of 1827, to 
conunenee from the 8th day of August 1842, being the date of the demise of 
tin* said late Nuwab. 

4. And it is further enacted, that deeds registered under the provisions of 
any Act passed by th^ Governor-general in Council of India, shall not, on tlie 
sole gi’ound of priority of registration, invalidate deeds which may he duly 
registered within six months from the promulgation of this Act, by any j*erso7is 
distinctly exempted under the said clause 2, section .21, of Regulation 11. of 
1827, providwi such deed shall relate to property conveyed to the owner i)rior 
to the date of the demise of the said late Nuwab. 

Ordered, that the draft now read be published for general information. 

Ordered, that the said draft be re-considered at the first meeting of the 
Legislative Council of India after the 5th <lay of Jlay next. 

G. A, BusUy, 

Secretary to tlie Government of India. 

r 


* No. 162. 
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MINUTBS, *ec* REJiTtANGr TO^ THE PROPERTY 


No. 162. 

LstT 2& from G. A. iktshbjjf, £si;u to the Croveniment of India in 

the Home Department, to A. Eaq., Chief Secretary to the Gavem- 

memt of Bombay. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letters, Nos. 52 and 57, dated respectively the 22 d 
October and 20 th November 1847, and enclosures, I am directed to forward, 
for submission, to the Honourable the Governor in Council, the accompanying 
draft of a proposed Act “ for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nuwab 
of Surat,” read in Council for the first time on this* date, and published for 
general information, and to request that his Honour in Council will favour the 
Supreme Government with any observations or suggestions on its provisions 
which may aj>pcar to be necessary. 

I have, &c. * .* 

Fort William, 5 February' 1848. (signed) O, A. Bushby, . 

‘ Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 44 of 1848. 

Letter from A. Alalef, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
O. A. Bushbift Esq., Secretary to the Government of India in the Legis- 
lative Department. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by tlie Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of 3 ’^our letter. No. I(i 2 , dated the 5th ultimo, forwarding for any 
observations or suggestions which this Government may deem necessary, the 
dmft of a proposed Act for the Administration of the Estate of the late 
Nuwab of Surat.” 

2 . In rejdy, I am desired to state, for the information of the Right honourable 
the Qovernor-general of India in Council, that the draft Act accompanying 
3 'our letter, being in substance the same as that forwardt^d with my communi- 
cation, No. 44, dated the 1 st September last, no additional observations or sug- 
gestions occur to the Governor in Council on the subject. 

I Imve, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 6 March 1848. (signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 


No. 66 of 1848. 

Letter from A . Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, 
to G. A. Bushby, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, 

With reference to the draft “ Act for the Administration of the Estate of the 
late Nawab of Surat,” now before the Legislative Council of India, I am directed 
by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for submission 
to the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, copy of a 
letter from Meer Jaffur Ali Khan, dated the 1 Ith ultimo, soliciting a modifica- 
♦^ion of clause 2 of the draft Act in question. 

2 . In forwarding this letter, I am directed to explain, that it is the intention 
of this Government, on the passing of the above Act, to empower the Agent for 
the Honoiurable the Governor at Surat to summon ail parties who claim to par- 
ticipate in the late Nuwab’s eiistate, and, after fuH inquiiy, to adjudicate their 
respective claims, ebnsuhing on all points of law the Mabomsdan law ofBcers of 
greatest repute. 

3 . The Agent’s decisions will be subject to the confirmation of Government ; 
and all appeals against those decisions wUl be entertained and finally decided 
by Government. 


4. After 
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4. Alter the proceeds of tlic estate have he«s thus duttriboted, ail lotuper 
cases of ^^[mte, with the ^eiaptions noticed in tM Act, will be subject to the > 
jurisdiction oi the ordinary tribunals of the ooodtry. 

5. Under the above explanations, the Governor in Council does not consider 
any change necessary in the draft Act, as now framed. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 10 April 1848. (signed) A. Malet^ 

. Chief &cretary. 


Lettek from Meer .Taffur AH Khan, Bahadoor, to the Honourable * 
G. R> Clerk, Esq., Governor in Council, Bombay. 

•Honourable Sir, 

Ha.ving observed iu the public papers that an Act for the administration 
of the estate of the late Nabob of Surat "has been laid before the Legislative 
CouhcH, 1 beg to call the attention ol‘ your Honour in Council to the ‘Jd clause 
of the Act, which I am advised is so framed as to prevent the Agent at Surat 
investigating and deciding upon several very important subjects relating to the 
Nawab’s estate, vdiieh I am desirous of submitting to him for decision. 

Being satisfied that it cannot be the intention either of your Honour in 
Council or of the Legislative Council to pass a law> for the purpose of debarring 
me from asserting what 1 believe to be my undoubted rights, and denying me 
even an uppejil to the authority specially constituUid under the Act to dispense 
justice, 1 beg to subujit, for the consideration of your Honour in Council, the 
aocompanying clause, in lieu of clause 2 of the Act ; and 1 trust that your 
Honour will be pleased to recommend its adoption to the Legislative Council. 

I have, &.C. 

Bombay, 1 1 March 1848. ^signed) Meer Jefur Alh/ Khan, 

Jiahadow. 

That the estate and effects of the late Nawab, and the administration thereof, 
shall be exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil courts of justice, and shall 
be under the authority of the Agent to be appointed as aforesaid, but subject to 
the control of Government ; and that no action or suit shall be brought in any 
court of law for any act done by the Agent, or other officer of the Governor in 
Council {It Surat, since the decease of the lute Nawab, respecting his estate or 
effects. 

(True copies). 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary, 


To the Right iionourable the Governor-general of India in Council. 

Tlie humble Memorial of Meer Jafur AH Khan, Bahadoor, of Surat, on 
behalf of himself and Ameerool Nissa Begum, the Widow of the late 
Nawab of Surat, and of his late Excellency’s infant Grand-daughters, 
namely, Zeeaool Nissa Begum and Raheemool Nissa Begum, 

Sboweth, 

That your memoriaHst has learnt from the public papers that the draft 
of an Act for the administration of the estate of the late Nawaub of Surat, 
which was lately before the Legislative Council of India, providing that the 
Governor in Council of Bombay shall make distribution of the property left 
by the late Nawaub among his family ; and that all acts of the said Governor in 
Council of Bombay in respect of such property, fix)m the date of the demise of 
the late Nawaub, shall be held to be valia, and not liable to be questioned in 
any court of law. 

2. That your memori^t, conceiving that titese latter provisioas of the Act 
will deprive him of his jurt rights, respectfully submits to the conaitiotetion of 
your Lordship in Couiitm a statement of the circumstances, which trusts will 
— Sess. 2. A 4 induce 
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induce your Lordship so to modtfy the provisions of the Act as to allow your 
• memorialist to obtain, at the hands of the Agent to be appointed under the Act, 
an equitable and impartial decision on every quei^on respecting the estate 
of the late Nawaub which your memorialist may desire to si^mit to his 
adjudication. ^ 

3. That the late Nawaub, at the time of hisi demise* 1^ him surviving, 
Araeeroonissa Begum, and an only daughter, naia^vBii^htyaroonissa Begum, 
since deceased, the late wife of your memoridlist, and«sillso |inothoV lady named 
Padshah Begum, to whom he had’also been married'^ ■5W uh a few months, for 
some cause, disagreements having ensued, he had^beeh. jnauyQ^ars separated 
from her ; and two foirrth cousins, his distant relatMns,*dlttiniyig through a 
branch of the male line ; and while your memorialist hddiitA'thatj by tlie law of 
inheritance adopted by some of the Sooniiet? sect in l!ndU,' the f^irth cousins of 
the late Nawaub would be entitled to a share in his estiit^., your; iTumiorialiqt n 
prepared to prove that it was an established custom in the Nawaub’s family* tiro , 
to divide inheritance with collateral kindred ; and that this has not only in fact 
occurred on several occasions, but that it was so declared by a solemn insfeu- 
ment attested by the collateral relations of the Nawaub, and by those through 
whom the fourth cousins, of the late Nawaub would now claipa to share in his,., 
estate. This document having been recorded in the ageftcy, exists in your .*■ 
memorialist’s possession ; and your memorialist respectfully sdhmits, that such 
a custom with a prince not subject to the Regulations, became in effect a law ' 
concerning his own family, and that there is nothing whatever i'epugnaut in 
such a law to the religious law of the late Nawaub, inasmuch as the inheritance 
of the property, in the absence of sons, is not regulated by the Korai» in favour 
of collateml kindred ; and that not only does a large sect of tlu‘ Mahomedans 
acknowledge the law of the Imaumees, by which the inheritance would expressly 
descend to a daughter, but many other numerous sects of Maliomedans, such as 
the Bohrahs, Maplasand Rhojahs, disregard the Mahomedau law of inheritance!, 
and the usages of particuiar families have been recognised, ns your memorialist 
has been informed, in tlie courts of justice ; and your memorialist believes, that 
even in Mahomedan <!t)untries customs of inheritance prevail over the law 
which has been, handed down by writers whose authority, on points of civil law, 
is not a matter of religious belief, but results from the necessity of referring to 
some standard of law, by which conflicting rights may be adjusted, where there 
is no other law known to the estate. 

4. Your memorialist is not now seeking an immediate decision of your Lord- 
ship in C!ouneil on this very important question ; but he trusts that he has 
urged sufficient to induce ymr *xitrd«lup not to declare, by an Act of the Legis- 
lative Council, that the estate of me late Nawaub shpll be divided without 
regard to the rights claimed by your memorialist and his family. 

5. That, taken for granted that the rights of your memorialist’s latf! wife to 
inherit the Nawaub’s private estate should not be admitted, your memorialist 
respectfully submits that no just ground exists for the interference of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council, in the first instance!, in the administration 
of the private property of the late Nawaub ; that that os well as other property 
having been taken from your memorialist’s possession in the manner described 
below, should now be restored to your memorialist, and that full indem- 
nifiqation should be made for the losses which have been sustained as hereafter 
stated. 

6. That the late Nawaub, at the time of his death, left all his private and 
public affairs in charge of your memorialist. Upon the decease of his late 
Excellency, your memorialist, on behalf of his wife, the Nawaub’s daughter, 
managed the private immovable property left by her late fother, and took ehaige 
of his immovable estate ; and your memorialist was also in possession of several 
gardens and houses, and other immovable as well as cerl^in movable property, 
which had been derived from the Nawaub by gifts made at various periods in 
his lifetime ; but about five months after the demise of the late Nawaub, in the 
mouth of December 1 842, the Agent for the Honourable the Governor issued a 
public proclamation for the seizure of all the property of the late Nawaub, and 
under colour of it, not only took under his charge the houses, gardens and 
other immovable propt»rty of which the Nawaub had died possessed, but also 

all 
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all the private immovable property of his widow and daiii^hter which had been 
at any previous period acquired by them through the late Nawaub. 

7 . Your memorialist, and those he represents, feeling greatly aggrieved at 
these proce^ings, but being assured that they were adoptetl merely as a measure 
of security, offered to the Agent security to account for all property in their 
possession, slnd although ihe? Agent at first intimated his intention of accepting 
it, yet, when Sample sepurily was tendered to him he declined to receive it ; 
and persisted in Sjn^ing^ every thing (without deliberate inquiiyO which he 
thought fit to'fissume'ife^ktog^d to the Nawaub. 

8 . Your tqei^lomHst cannot better make manifest to your Loi^dship in Council 
the manner injwfiicl^ your memorialist’s family were treated, than by quoting 
the letters received ftiom the Agent for the Honourable the Governor. 

i On*the 2d of duinsr 1843 the agent wrote to the widow and daughter of the 
• Nj^waub in the Fe'rsian language, to the following effect : 

. ‘ I do myself . the ' honour of acknowledging yopr letter of the 22 d llubee- 
. oos^nee 1259 a. h., with enclosed list of the effects of the late Nawaub. Hut 
you Ijave not, agreeably to my request of the 1 8th April last, furnished me with 
■Va list of all the itroperty, i.e., of every thing that his late Excellency at the 
time of his dcini^ left, wherever it may be ; you have only sent me the list of 
■effects. It is hereby to he written to you, again requesting you to forward to 
me, without delay, in the course of tw'o days, a statement of all gardens, lands, 
fees and rights of. every kind, and of iwimals, shops and houses, &c. On the 
items of the statement of the land, rights and fees and houses, you are to 
put remarks, showing the time and mannq^ of their coming in possession of 
his Excellency the late Nawaub. If you will not send to me the statement as 
I requested in the time given to you, I shall have to adopt measures which will 
be unjjleasant to you.” . ♦ 

On the 15th of February 1844, the Agent again wrote in Persian : 

“ T<»-morrow, on the lOth of February 1844, according, to the Honourable 
Government’s order, I will call at the palace to take charge of the propei’ty of 
his Excellency the late Nawaub, whatever it may be. It is requisite that you 
should deliver them over to me ; should you disagree to this, and vpill hot, in the 
space of one month give them in my charge, nothing shall be given to you from 
the. pensions that are to he ordered by the Governor-general. The particulars 
of this have been communicated to Meer Jnfur Alee Khan in my English 
letter, from which you will know the whole.” 

9 . Your memorialist and his brother having been presented, on their marriage 
with the Nawaub’s daughters, with a number of household effects, had for several 
years kept them in Durya Mchal, which had belonged to the Nawaub, and had 
been presented by him to his wife and his datighters long before the marriage 
of the latter ; hut on your memorialist declining to surrender them to the Agent, 
he addressed to your memorialist the following letter on the 5th of May 1845 : 

“ That in the house of Duiya Mehal there are the effects belonging to the 
late Nawaub, to take an inventory of which is indispensable ; it is therefore to 
he written to you to send with all expedition the keys of both the places that 
are with you.” 

To which your memorialist replied on the same day (the 28th of Rubeeoossanee 
1261 A. H.) in Persian, as follows : 

“ 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th May 
of this year. No. 31, informing me thah there were, in the house of Durya Mehal, 
effects belonging to the late Nawaub, of which you .would take an inventoiy^, 
requesting me arthe same time to send in the keys of the two places to you ; 
to this it is to be replied, that there are no effect of the late Nawaub locked 
up in the Durya Mehal, but there are effects of the Doury, belonging to 
Nujeeboonissa Begum the late, and belonging to my late wife Buktyaroonnissa 
Begum ; this will be satisfactorily known to you by inquiring of the managers, 
and by referring to the records, in which you will find a list of the effects ; not- 
withstanding this, if it is your desire to have a list of them made, let persons on 
your part and mine unanimoudy make out one of the things ; there can be no 
excuse to act against the pleasure of Government.” 
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And on the next day your memorialist reonved a hnther commusuoation, aa 
follows : , 

“ Your commxxnication of the 28th Ruheeoosanee has heen received (recapi- 
tulates), in reply it is to be stated, if you have the key of the place in question in 
your possession, .send it in to me ; if not, the officers of Government shall be 
ordered to open the place, and take an inventory of the things that may be therfe ; 
pray be quick in sending an answer to this.” 

To which your memorialist, on the ensuing day, sent the subjoined answer ; 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of yesterday’s date, I repre- 
sented to you alibady declaring that tliere was no property of the late Nawaub 
in the Durya Mehal, excepting the effects of the two late Begums ( as stated in the 
above letter), and that if it were your pleasure servants of yom- Government and 
mine might go together and take down the list ; notwithstanding this, you direct 
that if the keys are not given, Government officers shall be ordered to open the 
j)lace to take down an inventory. 1 therefore repeat, that the effects do not 
belong to the late Nawaub, but they belong to the aforesaid two late Begums. 
If yr)u require a list of the things to he made out, an officer on my part is ready 
to wait uj>on you, and 1 have no objection in taking down the inventory 
mutually.” 

And on the 12th of the same month the Agqnt for the Governor again wrote 
to your memorialist as follows : 

I received your letter of the 30th Rubeeoossanee, on the subject of your not 
sending in the key of the place in lJurya Mehal, saying that there was no pro- 
perty of the late Nawaub there ; and in reply it is to be written to you, that I 
have ordered the native agent to* call to-morrow at the Durya Mehal, and to 
open the door of the place where the things in question are kept ; and taking 
down an inventqfy of the same, he shall bring it in my pn^sence. You are 
hereby informed that ‘should j ou deem it necessary to send any person on your 
part to look over, you may do so.” 

To which letter }'Our memorialist replied on the 1 3th, as follows : 

“Your letter of the 12th instant. No. 30, has been received (re -capitulates 
it), and in reply, with the utmost deference, I beg to state tliat the agent has 
no right upon Durya Meljal, I now very reluctantly send the keys of the place 
to him, according to his very pressing and imperative request.” 

10. Your memorialist, and the other members of the family of the late 

Nawaub, could not but feel how inconsistent this treatment at the hands of 
the Agent for the Honour Governor was with the e.xLpressiou of the 

Honourable the Court of Din'ctors, in their letter to your memorialist, under 
<late the 7th September 1844, in which the following passage occurs : 

“ While the Court must decline any discussion respecting the ground of their 
decision against the claims of Bukhtyaroonissa Beguai to inherit the dignity 
and stipend of the late Nawaub of Surat, they are, 1 am directed to state, most 
ilesirous that the relations and connexions of his late Excellency should he not 
only liberally provided for, but treated with tbe consideration due to the high 
rank of the family of which Meer Afzuloodeen Khan was the last male repre- 
sen tatve.” 

11. Your memorialist^ in order to avoid the»disgrace of having his property 
violently seized by the Agent, was compelled to comply with the Agent's 
threatening demand. It has recenth'^ been ascertained, and proved before the 
Agent and Judge of Surat, that a considerable portion of the .property valued at 
about 6,000 rupees was stolen by the peons selected by the Agent for its guard, 
in preference to its proper owners. The Agents having been r^featexffy changed, 
were unable to tiike that personal care of it which your memorialist would 
have done had it remainetl in his own custody. 

1.2. The officers of Government, on assuming the management of the estate 
of the Nawaub, and that of the private property of the widow and daughter of 
his late Excellency, let them at whatever rents they thought fit, while they 
were not at the trouble of taking that care of the gardens and estates which 
was essentially necessary for their preservation, and a rery ccmsidf^able loss 
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has been in cons^uence sustained. Your nu^orialist has not yet examined 
the accounts of the whole of the property, but rtie following is a brief summary 
of the loss already sustained by your memorialist : 

18. A village called Ooutyadra had been farmed out under a contract fur the 
term of ten years, but the officers of Government rescinded* the contract, by 
which a loss* of rupees four thousand five hundred ( 4,500 rupees) has been 
sustained.. 

14. At the date of the proclamation under which the estates \frere seized, 
the arrears due from the farmers and tenants of the whole of ^e estates of the 
Nawaub and his family, of which information was given by yoW memorialist to 
the Agent for the Honourable the Goveniftr, and by the Deewan of the lata 
Nawaub to the subordinate officer («. e.) the mamlutdar, amounted to rupees 
eighteen thousand three hundred and twenty -eight, and annas eleven ; but the 
officOTS of Government were not at the trouble of collecting these arrears, and 
they may now be regarded as altogether lyst, 

16. -In comparing the accounts of the rents received by the officers of 
Govennent with those of the two years preceding the seizure of the property, 
it has been ascertained that there, has been an annual diminution, amounting 
in five years to r^iees seven thousiiud and one hundred and fifty-three, and 
annas seven, and pies nine 7,1 .53. 7* t> ), in addition to which, the rents 
having been collecttid b}'^ the officers of Government in Company’s Rupees, 
instead of the currency of Broach, in which they had been previously paid, 
a further loss of rupees one thousand seven hundred and fifteen, annas eleven, 
and pies seven (/is. 1,715. 11.7-) has been ascertained on that account. 

10 . The fruit trees and flowers in the gardens, from which a considerable 
revenue was derived, required a careful supervision, in order to compel tlie 
tenants to use, them according to the rules of gardening, and to ensure their 
being regularly and sufficiently irrigated ; but by the neglect of the officers of 
Government in that respect, a great uumh«*r of valuable fruit trees and plants 
have withered, and been destroyed ; and gardens which had been brought to 
maturity, and rendered productive at a greater ex|>ense, have been rendered 
comparatively worthless ; but it would requhe a careful examination of the 
gardens to ..ascertain the extent of deterioration and diminution in value which 
have taken place in consequence of the seizure alluded to.. 

17 . 'I’hc proceeds of the late Naw.aub’s property, and that of the ])rir;jte 
property of his widow and daughters, since their seizure, has, as your mtano- 
rialist believes, been receijred into the public treasury at Surat, and applied in 
payment of pensions to servants and dependants of the Nawaub’s, at the plea- 
sure of Government, when the money should have been invested at interest, as 
proposed by your memorialist, for tlie benefit of the parties \s ho may ultimately 
l>e found entitled to receive it, or the creditors of the late Nawaub might have 
been paid their debts from his estate alone ; and 3 ’^our memorialist would 
submit, tiiat if any of the cretUtors should have to. be paid interest on their 
debts, such interest should he paid by Governineut ; and that for the sur{>lus, 
five per cent, interest shouUl be allowed. 

1 8. lliat the Agent for the Honourable the Governor having thus possessed 
himself both of the property of the late Nawaub, and qf much of the property 
of his famil}% issued a proclamation for all persons having any claims, to come 
forward and establish the same before him. Uijon this, your memorialist, 
though respectfully protesting against the course the Agent had adopted, and 
was then pursuing, by which persons were, in fact, incited to make claims on 
the Nawaub’s estate, and many dead and gone-by claims revived, submitted to 
the Agent statements of the rights and interests qf himself and family in the 
property which liad been seized. 

19. That the Agent for the Honourable the Gowmor having made such 
investigations as he thought fit into the affairs of the Nlwaub’s estate, proceeded 
to Baroda, leaving all his papers and pro«^ecdings with Ardascer Dhunjeeshah 
Bahadoor, of Surat, who l^d formerly been the riatiye agent, but bfetweien wlioni 
and your memorialist cohsideralde enmity then sqbsisted ; and your memori^ist 
haS; reason to believe that Ardaseer Dbunjeesliah Bahadoor forwarded to the 
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Ag«nt comments tipon your memorialist’s claims, in order that the Agent might 
prepare his report, which, after the lapse of some months, was sent by the 
Agent from Baroda to the Honourable the Governor in CJouncil. 

20- That your memorialist having, at the request of the Agent, produced to 
him certain jewels (which had been given by the late Nawaub to yom* memo- 
rialist’s son), in orfer that they might be identified by such persons whose 
statements the Agent desired to record, the Agent refused to allow your memo- 
rialist to take his jewels, and they have been since detained from your 

memorialist, notwithstanding they had for several years previously been in your 
memorialist's pAsession ; and they were shown, by the most undoubted testi- 
mony, to belong to your memorialist as the heir of Us deceased son. 

21. That your memorialist, on the 4th day of November 1846, received a 
letter from the acting Agent’s successor to the above-mentioned Agent ibn the 
1 lonourable the Governor, an extract of which is as follows : 

“ No. 2.35 of 184G. — Political Department. 

“ I have the honour to communicate the decision of Government on the 
claims advanced by you for yourself, and on behalf of your children, to the 
private property of the late Nawaub of Surat, and upon the British Govern- 
ment- -* 

“ 2. Regarding the various claims which have* been advanced by the relations 
of "the late Nawaub to share in the private property, the.se involve points of 
Mahomedan law, and have been reft rred to the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, 
in order that it may be ascertained whether the claims are in conformity with 
Mahomedan law and usage in this part of India. 

“ 3. As respects the cltdm advanced by you on behalf of your tvro infant 
daughters to succeed to the wakayanigaree fees, or town duties, and taxes on 
trades and professions, I am directed to inform you that the claim to the con- 
tinuance ot these fcch is untenable, and the payment of any sums formerly 
allowed to the late Nawaub in part compensation of these bucks, have been 
directed to be discontinued for the future ; and all sums formerly granted by 
Government in compensation for any portion of these bucks, w'iil cease to be 
paid from the date of his Excellency’s death. 

“ 4. Government have required a more detailed report in regard to the 
precise nature of the moghlai bucks held by the late Naw'aub, and the decision 
on this claim will be communicated to you hereafter. 

“ 5. As regards the claim to the continuance of exemption from the juris- 
diction of the civil and crintooii c» arts of justice und«r this Presidency, enjoyed 
by the relations and servants of the late Nawaub during his life, 1 am directed 
to inform you that this right ceased from the date of his death ; and that the 
exercise of the tight which the Nawaub possessed to dispense justice, has also 
become extinct in any but the ordinary courts of justice. These courts must, 
therefore, take cognizance of all matters which, during the life of the Nawaub, 
and the recognition of his dignity, would have been exempted from their 
jurisdiction. 

“6. As, however, all contracts, and generally all money transactions entered 
into by his relations and dependents were not regulated by the provisions of 
the Bombay Code, since he was not bound in the exercise of his independent 
jurisdiction to adininisfer justice according td its enactments, and that, con- 
sequently, the law of limitation on the time for prosecuting civil actions (Regu- 
lations y. of 1827), and the Regulation Acts (Regulation IX. of 1827, and 
Act I, of 1843), were in operation, and unheeded by those over whom his 
jurisdiction extended. The immediate application, therefore, of the restrictive 
provisions of these enactments to persons who previously were exenapted from 
the jurisdiction of the civil atad criminal courts become amenable to the Regu- 
lations on the death of the late Nawaub, would necessarily prove prejudicial to 
those whose cause of action was of a date which barred the suit from being 
entertained in the court ; this subject is now under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.” 

That it appearing to your memomlist that the private property of himself 
and his family was U» be disposed upon the Agent’s report, and that it was 
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tiut reasonable that your memorialist should be allowed to know the grounds on 
which his rights and interests were to be determined, your memorialist applied 
to the Honourable the Governor in Council for a copy of the Agent’s report ; 
but his Honor in Council was pleased to inform your memorialist that his 
request could liot be complied with. 

22. That your memorialist, being thus uninformed of the principles on which 
it was proposed to administer the late Nawaub*s estate ; but it having been 
communicated to your memorialist as above-mentioned, that the claims of j’our 
memorialist had been submitted to the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, your 
memorialist was desirous of furuishing some information iq§support of his 
claims, when your memorialist was informed by the acting Agenwor the Honour- 
able the Governor, that your memorialist should himself submit the same to* 
the court ; but your memorialist has been unable to discover how the infor- 
matioit is to be submitted, or that the claims of your memorialist have been 
referred to the judges in such a manner as to enable them to form a correct 
opinion on the subject ; and your memorialist, therefore, trusts, that befor<^ 
any opinion of the judges of the Sudder Adawlut on the rights of your memo- 
rialist and his family is accepted as conclusive, youl* memorialist may be 
informed of the facts smd drcumstiinces laid before them for that opinion, and 
that your memorialist may have an opportunity of submitting whatever he may 
have to urge in support of his rights. 

23. Ihat )'our memorialist considers that his daughtei's are seriously aggrieved 
by the decision communicated to your memorialist in the letter above quoted 
res]>ecting the fees invariably, j)rt‘vious to the afore-m(mtione(l seizure, collected 
umler the name of vvakayanigart'c fees, which your memorialist c;laimcd in 
b(*half of his daughters. These fees have be.en enjoycid by the family of the 
late Nawaub for nearly a ccnt\iry, and had been inherited by him on the death 
of his father, 20 years before bis own decease. In consequence, however, of the 
heirs of an individual who hati held the office of wakayanigaree about a century 
ago, i)referring petitions to the Government of Bombay, laying chiirns to the 
fees attached to it, the late. Nawaub’s grandfather obtaiticd a nominal sunnud 
from Delhi, conferring the office of wakayanigaree on the late Nawaub’s father, 
and on the cession of Surat in 1800, the Honourable the Governor Duncan 
confirmed the sunnud by endorsing uj>on it, in his own handwriting, and 
recorded his own opinion on th< 3 #subject, that it is apparent from the history of 
Surat, that at th(^ time the sunnud was granted, the office of wakayanigaree, 
that is, a nicorder of the public courts of Surat for the use of the court at 
Delhi, had no existence, and that its <luties could not be discharged, a.s the 
<*ourt. of Delhi hud ccas^ to have any power at Surat, which liad become 
tributary to the .Mahrattas, and tlie Government of Delhi was quite unable to 
give effect to its sunnud, and which was merely resorted to us answer to the 
claims of the heirs of the person who hail held the office when it was in 
existence. 

24. Your memorialist further shows, in support of his claim, that in the year 

1 830, the Government of Bombay being desirous that some of the wakayanigaree 
fees collected by the late Nawaub should be relinquished, caused an investigation 
to be made into his rights, and finally it w^as arranged that a part of the fees 
should be relinquished on the Government guaranteeing to him and his 
descendants, from generation to generation, in both male and female lines, a 
fixed annual payment of rupees' three hunilred tmd tweflnty-five (325 rupees), in 
lieu of them ; thus not only binding itself to this payment to the descendants 
of the late Nawab in perpetuity, but also acknowledging that the wakayanigaree 
fees were liis private property, to which he and his descendants, were entitled 
in perpetuity. Here your memorialist begs respectfully to insert the translation 
of the agreement passed between the late Nawaub and Mr. H. Borradaile, on 
the part of Government : * 

“ God is Great ! 

“ The fees of the office of wakayanigaree of the ai^gust port of Surat have 
been perpetually fixed upon the workhouses and tribes, &t!., by his Majesty the 
shadow of God of old times of my ancestors ; they ore levied by my Sirkar. 
Being requested by the Sirkar of the Honourable Company, through Mr. Bdr- 
radaile, the custom master, that as at this time by the Sirkar of the Honourable 
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Company several Jdnds of duties liaving been r^nitted, for the fees of my 
SirJcar, that is, of the Nnwaub Meer Afeuloodeen Khan Kumnitdowla Hushmut- 
zung Bahadoor upon the tribes and mefcats, &c., as detailed below, Gorernment 
will pay in ready cash ; also in these days an order from the Governor in 
Council, dated 7th December 1829, has been issued,, directing that the amount 
of 325 rupees (rupees three hundred and twenty-five) in ready cash, for this 
remission shall be paid to my Sirkar, generation after generation, in both male 
and female lines in peri>etuity by the Honourable Company, commencing from 
the 1st January 1830 a.d. ; but in case the Honourable Company resume its 
taxes upon the grain, &c., which are now abolished, my fixed fees which are 
stopped on acc6unt of the above remission shall, according to the old custom, 
^be levied again by my Sirkar direct. The Government authority should there- 
fore attach his signature upon this, in order that there may arise no dispute 
respecting the amount of three hundred and twenty-five rupees, moQkat or 
town duties upon the following articles, and places, and tribes ; 


Mangoes. 

“ Rice-beaters. 

“ Jewellers. 

“ Chintz and red clothes dyers, 
“ Copper. 

“ Jasrree. 


“ Cocoaniits. 

“ Dry fruits. 

Pish. 

Market for the sale of animals. 
** Admiralty. ^ 

“ Grain market. 


“Written on the 20th Hujub 1245 A. h., corresponding with 16th Januaiy 
1830 A. 1).. according with the year Sumout 1886, the month of Poshwud, and 
Saturday. 

(In Englisli). 

“ Presented to me on the i)art of H. E. the Nawaub of Surat ]>y his Deewan 
Meetharaui Myaram, and assenteci to, under the orders of 7th De<;euibcr 1829, 
agreeably tt) arrangen-'-nt therein sanctioned. 

(signed) “ 77. Borradaile, 

“ Surat, 16 January 1830.” “ Acting Collector, Sea Customs.” 


25. And a further proof that these fees were ahvays re,garded as private 
property, }^our raemorijdist may adduce the fact, that four yefirs seven months 
before the demise of the late Nawaub, the thfti Agent for the Honourable the 
Governor at Surat complained that the collection of the fees (.)ecasioned disputes 
between the serv’ants of GoveiTnneist and the seirants of the Naw'aub, and 
jjToposed that the fees should be x-alued, and that the Naw'aub should relinquish 
them»^ receiving their value lu mtny money; hut thfl§Nawaub objected, on the 
ground that such an arrangement would be inconsistent with his dignity and 
respectabilit}', as the fees had been inherited from bis ancestors ; but he con- 
sented to give up the fees on receiving compensation in land, that it might 
devolve on his de.scendants as the fees would have done. Upon this the Agent 
consented, to give land in lieu of the fees, but while negotiations were taking 
place with regard to the jmrticular land to be given, the Nawaub died, and the 
negotiation came to an end. 

26. Tliat yotfr memorialist not being informed of the ground on which the 
Ciovemment of Bombay declines to fulfil the engagement entered into with the 
latcNawatih, and deprives hi.s family of the pro])erty which he and his ancestors 
possessed for nearly a hundred years, can only infer that the Government avails’ 
itself of the omission of words of inheritance in the sunnud above noticed ; but 
your memorialist begs to point out that it was not 'the practice of the Court of 
Delhi to insert words of inheritance in sunnuds for office. One of the grantees 
of this kind, namely, the grand-daughter of Moolla Aboolfutteh, enjoys an 
immunity of this kind even^in this city up to this day; and that if the terms 
of sunnuds rather than the circumstances under which .property held at the. 
time of the decay of the Moghul Empire are to be regarded, it is probable that 
all property acquired dtiring the rule of the Kitigs of Delhi, tvould have to be 
restored to the possession of Government ; but your memorialist respectfully 
showetli that the fees in question were in fact levied independenity of the Court 
of Delhi, and were enjoyed as the hereffitary private property of the late 
Nawaub’s family for neurly a century, by the right iA possession alcme, with 

the 
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the acquieKcence and sanction of the British Government since it obtained 
jiossession of Surat. « 

27. That your meihorialiSt has not been informed of the result of the 
inquiries of the Honourable the Governor in Council respecting the mooghlai 
bucks and fees mentioned in the letter above quoted ; but your memorialist 
begs respectfully to observe on this head, that mooghlai bucks are a well known 
description of private property in land held by many {>ersons in Guzerat ; and 
that your memorialist has never yet heard the least doubt cast upor\ the rights 
of the holders of pjpoperty of that denomination to enjoy it as their own. 

28 . That Ameeroonissa Begum, the widow of the Nawaub, on the 18 th of 
November 1846 , was informed by the Agent for the Honourable the Governor,, 
that a claim which she had preferred to the village of Oontyadra, was not 
allowed by Government : and )'our memorialist has since received the following 
letter Yrom the Agent for the Honourable the Governor, dated 5 th October 
1847 : 

“ With reference to my Persian k'.iter to you of the 2{>th ultimo, on the 
subject of the Wiigeefu village of Oontyatlra, I am d(^»ired to inform you that 
Government has resolved to continue to withhold its re<*.ognition of the sale of 
the sfiid village to his late Excellency the Naw.-iub of Surat ; and that the Col- 
h^otor of Broach has been directed, unless some representative of the original 
grantee bt; forthcoming, to claim the village as an escheat to Government.’* 

Your memorialist is thus informed that Government contemplates ap])ro> 
priating the village to itself, though the village was acquired by the widow and 
<laughter of the ]at(! Nawaub under the following eireumstances : 

2J>. In the year 1821 , the village of Oontyadra was purchased by the late 
Nawaub for his w'idow and daughters, and the deed of sale by the previous 
owners of it was nuule in favour of the Nawa\ib’s widow and daughters, and in 
the ir names. It has been by your memorialist shown to the Agent, that Asiatic 
ladies, being generally unable to interfere in business, the rents of the village 
were received by the sen^ants of the Nawaub, and were from time to time paid 
to the Nawaub’s widow and daughters for their private pirrse ; and it uppeare<l 
that this purchase was at the time (communicated to Government, and that tine 
officers of Government had subse([uently received the quit-rent annually from 
the Nawaub’s servants, during «n pcrioil of 11 years, the Government thus 
accknowledging the right of tlie Nawaub’s family to the property as against 
Govex’nment. And your memorialist bedieves, that property of a similar cha- 
racter and tenure is daily bought and sold in Guzerat, without GoveruTneat 
possessing any right to sejze it ; while, as regards the propertj- in question, tim 
y)urchase-dee<l being in the name of the Nawaub’s widow and daughters, the 
Nawaub hinxself could have no claim on the property ; his other ndations 
therefore are out of the question entirtdy. 

30 . Your memorialist has thus briefly stated some of the jxroceedings of the 
late Agent for the Honourable the Governor, by which the descendants and the 
widoxv of the late Nawaub are to be deprived of their private property, luid by 
which they would have been reductHl to utter destitution if they had not been 
able to resort to the protection of your memorialist’s father, whoso rank and 
character had induced the late Nawaub to select yopr memorialist and his 
brother as the husbands of his daughters, when Government declined to sanc- 
tion their alliance with the two printjes of the Royad. family of Delhi ; and 
*though the late Nawaub’s father had received the most solemn assurances 
from the British Government that “ his descendants from generation to genera- 
tion would be maintained by that Government which never failed in its engage- 
ments,” the descendants of the Nawaub were compelled to seek their supyiort 
by borrowing money on the credit of your memorialist’s father. 

31 . Your memorialist would not dwell upon the pain and vexation and loss 

of respect and reputation which has ensued from the proceedings of ’the late 
Agent, some of which are above narrated, nor does your memorialist expect that 
your Liordship in Council will be able to afford him redress, or decide on the 
rights of your memorialist and his frmily in a summary manner, yow memo- 
ri^ist well knowing that tljey require.' the and jpatient investigation of 

some officer of Goveniment, accustomed to the conrideration of such questions ; 

71 — Sess. 2 . B 4 but 



Kawjib of Surat, 
Estate Family, 


Tvawab of Surat. 


16 MINUTES, &c. REUTING TO THE PROPERTY 

but your memorialist trusts it will be sufficiently apparent to your Lordship m 
Council, that no Act should be passed declaring that whatever has been done 
shall be deemed to be right, so that all inquiry and redress, even at the hands 
of the Agent specially constituted by the Act to administer justice shall be 
denied to your memorialist. 

32. Your memorialist neither wishes that the rights of the family of the late 
Nawaub .should bo tried in the native courts of justice ; but he confidently 
relies on the sense of justice of the Government for redress for any complaint 
which he may desire to make ; and. your memorialist therefore humbly prays 
that your Lordship in Council will be jdcased to alter the second clause of the 
draft Act, so that the Agent may be at liberty to adjudicate on the claims of 
}'our memorialist and his family, in acconlance with the principles of justice 
and right ; and your memorialist respectfully submits for the consideration of 
your Ijordship in Council the subjoined paragraph, to be substitute<l for the 
second clause of the proposed Acts : 

Tliat the estate and effects of the late Nawaub, and tlu^ administration thereof, 
shall be exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil courts of justice, 4 ind shall be 
under the authority of the Agent to be appointed (as aforesaid), but subject to 
tin? consent of Goverinueut, and that no action or suit shall be brought in an}' 
court of law for any act done by the Agent or other officer of the Governor in 
Council of Bombay at iSrirnt, since the decease of the lat(i Nawaub, respecting 
his estate aud effects. 

And your memorialist, as in duty hound, will ever pray. 

Surat, Palace of the Nawaub, (signed) Jaf^ef A he. 

14 April 1848. 


Min ( VE by the Honourable J. E. D. Bethune. 

Tins is an anomalous case, in which my previous experience furnishes me 
with no guide. 

1 have not before me the treaty of 13th May 1800, with tJie late Nawal) of 
Surat, but 1 gather from the preamble to the proposed Act, that the exemptions 
therein stipulated for ceased at his death, when Ins widows and family became, 
to all intents aud purposes. Her Majesty’s subjects. 

i will not take on myself the responsibility of saying th.at we havt; no 
power to jint such persons >'p\ of the pale of the law, and declare them amen- 
able solely to the authority of tl c Goveniof of Bombay in Council, or of an 
Agent aiqiointeci by him ; but I do not understand how it can he. Doubtless 
the expedient;}’ tif this part of the measure, a.s well as the authority for passing 
it, were duly considered by the Government of Bombay before they forwarded 
tin* draft of th<! Act in question. Tlie other part of the Act seems to me 
unobjectionable in ])rincij)le. 1 have suggested some changes in the structure, 
as well its in the title of the Act, which now only applies to one of its objects, 
that of these changes explain themselves. 

1 think that if the exempting part of the Act is passed, it should specify the 
persons to be exempted, aud not delegate that extraordinary power to the 
Government of Bombay. 

The period of limitation in clause 3, ought to run from the passing of th^ 
Act ; until then, all parties must have remained in suspense as to the intentions 
of Government. 

3 May 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Bethune. 


Minute by the Honourable J. E, D, Bethune, 

Since writing my former minute on the proposed Act for the family of the 
Nawab of Surat, my attention has been drawn to Act I. of 1844, in the analogous 
case of the family oi the Nabob of the Carnatic, which Act contains dauses which 

appear 
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appear to me far better suited to the intended purpose, imtatK mutandis, as 

follows : — , . , 

a. Ao writ or process shall be sued forth or prosecuted agaanst the person, 
goods or property of tlie several persons named in the schedule annexed 
to this Act, being the widows and family of the said late Nuwab, or of any 
of tbem, unless with the consent of the Goveinor of Bombay in Council first 
had and obtained ; such consent to be signified by the signature of the Secn;- 
tary to Government, and any wiit or process sued forth or prosecuted against 
the person, goods or property of the said several persons, or any of them, 
without such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

i. This Act shall not be construed to restrict th^ operation of the said treaty ; 
and independently of this Act, the said several persons shall be entitled to 
claim, maintain, and enjoy any privilege to which, by virtue of the said treaty, 
they arc*or any of them is entitled. 

9 May 1848. • (signed) J. K. D. Betlmte. 


MifiiJTK by the Honourable J. E. D. Bethune. 

I HAVE alterc'd the draft Act in the way agreed upon in Uouneil. On refer- Nan-ab of Surat, 
ence to the limitations of Regulation V. of 1827 (Bombay Code), I found that 
they could not be exi)resscd so simply as in Regulation II. df 1803 (Bengal 
('ode). I bclievt*, however, that what 1 have inserted meets Mr. Millett’s 
views. 

As this Act has been so materially changed, might it not be prudent to 
return it to the Government of Bombay before passing it, for their obser- 
vations ? 

1 tak(‘ it that there are no additional privileges secured by treaty, to which 
clause .') can ajjply ; but a similar elau.se is in the Nabob of the Carnatic's 
Act, and it is in principle light that it should he added. 

22 May 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Bethune. 


Fort William, Home Department, Legislative, 27 May 1848. * 

Amended Draft Act. 

An Act for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, 
and to continue Privileges to his Family. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the late Nawab of Surat, Mecr Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowleh, Ushmut 
Jung Bahadoor : and whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of the civil 
and criminal courts I'njoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations and ser- 
vants, by virtue of the treaty concluded between the East India Company and 
tlui said late Nawab on tlic i3th May 1800, recognized and confirmed by 
clause 2, section 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section 1, Regu- 
lation XI. of 1827, of the Bombay Code, ceased at the death of the said late 
Nawab, and it is deemed expedient that some of the said persons should 
eoiitiime to be privileged : It is enacted as follows ; 

1. No writ or process .shall he sued forth or prosecuted against the person, 
goods, or property of the several persons named in l;)ie Schedule annexed to 
this Act, being the widows and family of the said late Nawab, or of any of 
them, unless with the consent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first had 
and obtained, such consent to be signified by the signature of one of the 
Secretaries to Government ; and any writ or process sued forth or prosecuted 
against the person, goods, or property of the said several persons, or any of 
them, without such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

2. The Governor of Bombay'' in Council is empowered to act in the adminis- 
tration of the property of whatever nature, left by the lute Nawab of Surat, in 
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regard to the settlement and payment of the debts and claims standing againdt 
the estate of the said late Nawab at the time of his death, and to make 
distribution of the remaining property among his family j; and no act of the 
said Governor of Bombay in (jouncil, in respect to the administration to, and 
distribution of such property, from the date of the death of the said Ihte Nawab, 
shall be liable to be questioned in any court of law or equity. * 

3. 'I'he limitation of time for bringing suits in the civil courts, provided in Re- 
gulation V. of 1827» of the Bombay Coilo, shall be held in respect to all persons 
within the provisions of clause 2, section 21, of the said Regulation II. of 1827, 
to begin, as to all causes of action arising before the passing of this Act, from 
the (lay of the passing of this Act, subjecjt to this provision, that no suit by or 
against any of the said jicrsons shall be entertained in any civil court on account 
of any cause of action which arose at a time prciceding the death of the said late 
Nawab by more than the number of } ears or months severally limited 'with 
reference to .such cause of action by the said Regulation V. of 1 827, a.s the period 
within which the suit must be hied after such cause of action arose or caim^ to th(‘ 
knowledg(; of the i)laintiti', as the ciise may be. 

4. Deeds registered under the jirovisions of any Avt passed by the Governor- 
general of India in Council, shall not, on the sole ground of priority of regis- 
tration, invalidate^ deeals which may be duly registered within six mouths from 
the day of the passing of this Act, by any persons within tlie provisions of the 
said clause 2, section 2 1 , of Regulation II. of 1827. provided that such last- 
mentioned deed relates to property conveyed to the owner before the day of the 
passing of this Act. 

5. 'riiis A<!t shall not -h;' eonstruwl to restrict the ojnTation of the said 
treaty ; and independently of this Act the said sevj'r.d persons shall be entitled 
to claim, maintain, and enjoy any privilege to which by virtue of the said 
treaty they or any oi them may be entitled. 

SCUKOOLE. 

1. Badsh.'ih Begum - - - - Widow - 

2. Ann^erool Nisstj Begum - XMdow - 

3. ]M(^<u’ Jaffir Ali - - - - Son-in-law - of the late Nawab. 

4. Zeeaool Nissa Begum - - Grand-daughtei 

5. Kaheemool Nissa Begum - Grand-daughtei 

(). Meer iVIooceimodeen Khan - Buckslna*. 

7. Meer Kumrood ' -i Tidud Shumsoodien. 

I 


No. 428. 

liKTTEtt from (i. A. U^ishhy, Ksq., Se(;retary to the Government of India in 
th(' Home Department, to A. Malcl, Esip, Chief .Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay. 

Sir, 

I AM dirceWd to forward, for submission to the Right honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council, the accompanying amended draft Act “ for the Administra- 
tion of the Estate of tlie late Naw'ab of Surat, and to continue Privileges to 
his. Family,” and to request that his Lordshij) in Council will have the goodness 
to fevour the Supreme (government with any observations or suggestions on its 
prorisions which may appear to be necessary. 

2. It will be observed, that amendments have been made in sections 3 & 4, 
since the reading on tlie .'ith of February, besides other verbal alterations. The 
clauses relating to privilegt^s, are modelled on Act f, of 1844. 

3. I am directed to take the opportunity of transmitting, for such notice as 
it may seiiiii to deserve, the copy of a petition from Meer jaffir Ali Khan. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, \ (signed) G. A. Bushby, 

27 May 1848.]" Sec. to the Government of India. 
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' No. 132 of 1848. 

Letter from J. Maid, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 

G. A. Bvskly, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William., 

Sir, 

I AM (firected by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th May last (No. 428), forwarding 
an amended draft Act, “ For the administration of the Estate of the late 
Nawab of Surat, and to continue Privileges to his Family and to- transmit to 
you, for submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general of India 
in (.’ouncil, an extract from the proceedings of this Government, as per margin,* yide Note at foot 
on the subject of poRc- 

• 2. In forwarding these documents, I am de.sircd to state, that, in the opinion 
of hie Lordship in Council, the jireamble of the amended draft Act a])pears in 
several respects preferable to that of the original dKift, as setting forth more 
fully th(? objects of the proposed enactment. 

•S. Artide 1 of the amended draft does not., like the corresponding article 
of the original draft, confer upon the widows, relatives, and connexions of the 
late Na.wab, a positive and umpuilified (‘XC“nij)tion from the jurisdiction of the 
Honourable CoHiPsmy’s courts in civil and criminal matters, hut only a general 
exemi)tion, capable of being revoked or held in abeyance from tinje to time, at 
the pleasun* of the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

4. No provision moreover is made, as in the original drafr, as to the tribunal 
to which in civil and criminal matters the parties exempted from the ordinary 
tribunals, shall he aniennhlc. '1 he j)roposed amended article is in substance 
the same as Article 2, of Act I. of 1844, being “»An Act for securing certain 
imniunities and privileges to bis Highness the Nawab of (-’arnatic, his Family 
and Bdinne.” 'J liis Act the Bight honourable the Governor in Council pre- 
.'iumes is intended to eoin’ey in perjietuity certain jnivileges on the Nawab of 
the Caniatie, his fiimil} and retainers. W^iereas it is conten)i>lated that the 
privileges to be eunferred oii the family and eonnexions of the late Nawab of 
Surat, sludl terminate with their lives. In the former ease, it would appear 
requisite (hat the privilege should, on sufficient cause existing, be (capable of 
h<ing suspended at the ple asure of Government, but in the lattei' case*, as already 
dete i mined in the cases ed’ tlu' families of (he late chiefs ejf Cedaha and Maii- 
davic, it w emlel, his Lordship in Council e-one eive s, be pre)per that the exe'inption 
shemld ue)t be* ejipable of being interfered with. 

Article- 2 e)f the ameneled dnift Aett is in substance the- same as Article 2 
of the; original draft. 

6. Arlie'Ie^ 3, I am ele.sireel to obse-rve*, mate-rially differs from the same 
article of the eiriginal elreift, since, as ai)i)cars to GeweTiiment, it conte-m plates 
giving ordinary cemrts e)f the llemoural le- Company tlu* perwer of jurisdiction 
in certain case-s, {irising in the interval la-tween the death of the late Nawab 
and the passing of the Act. It eK-eurs to his Lorelship in Counedl, heewe^ver, 
that as the delay in the passing eif the Act has arisen from unavoidable causes, 
and not. by any fault of the. family of the de ceased, thei privilege of exemption 
from the e)rdinary tribunals of the Honourable Company should be declared te) 
have full e'ffect for tlie e-ntire period interveuiing between the date of his death, 
until the passing of the Act. If the Right houourablt* the Governor-general of 
India shoulel resolve to amend this aitiele to the extent above spet:ilied, a 
similar amendment, 1 am desired to observe, will be requisite at the close of 
Article 4. 

7. His Lordship in Council does not consider Article 5 of the amended 
draft to be requisite, since the treaty with the Iqte Naw'ab of Surat has, by his 

death 


* ]. Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, dated the^td June last, subacribed to by the 
Honourable Mr, Willoughby. < 

5. To the Acting Regiatrar of the Sudder Adawlut. dated 27th June last, No. 2676. 

8. I'o the Agent for Ute Honourable the Governor at burnt, dated the 27th June last, No. 2676. 
4. Fioni the Acting Regikter of the Sudder Adawlut, dated the 4lh instant. No. 1068. 

6. Fioni the Agent for the Honourable tbe Governor at Surat, dated the 6th instant, No. 210. 
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death without legitimate male issue, and the consequent extinction of the title 
and dignity of Nawab, become obsolete.* 

^ 8 . In conclusion, I am desired to request that you will solicit the attention 
of the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council to my letter, 
dated the 10 th April last, Ko. 66 , on the subject of Meer JafFer Alice's Memo- 
rial to his Lordship in Council, of the 14th of the same month, and to 
observe, that this Government has no remark to offer on that memorial, except 
that the opinion expressed in my letter above alluded to remains unchanged. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) A. Maltt^ Chief Secretary. 

28 July 1848. 


No. 2 ^f> of 1848. — Political Department. 

Letter from A. Mukt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
M. LarkeHf Esq., Acting Registrar to the Sudder Adawlut. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter. No. 1225, dated the 1 2 th May 1847, and to 
the projiosed Act for the administration of the estate of the late Nawab of 
Surat, read before the. Legislative Council of India on the .5th February last, 
I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract, paragraphs 1 and 2 , 
from a letter from the Secretary If# the Government of India, JNh. 428, dated 
the 27 th ultimo, and copy of the amended Act there.with submitted, and to 
request that the Judges of the Suddev Adawlut will have the goodness to favour 
the Right honourable the Governor in Council with any observations or sug- 
gestions on its provisions whit:h may occur to them. 

I have, &c, 

Bombay Castle, (signed) ^ . Afc/e/, Chief Secretary . 

27 June 1848. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Mulct, Chief Secretary. 


No. 2676 of 1848. — Political Department. 

Letter from A. Malet, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 

fV. C. A/idretvs, Esq., Agent for iiie Right honourable the Governor at Surat. 

Sir, 

With reference to the draft Act read before the Legislative Council of 
India «m the .5th February last, for the administration of the estate of the late 
Nawab of Surat, I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract, 
parjigraphs 1 and 2, from a letter from the Secretary to the Government ot 
India, No. 428, dated the 27th ultimo, and copy of the amended Act therewith 
.submitted, and to request that you will have the goodness to favour the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council as soon as practicable with any observa- 
tions or suggestions on its provisions which may occur to you. 

I Iiave, Ac. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

27 June 1848. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
. Honourable Mr. Willoughby. 

1 . The draft Act now forwarded by the Government of India differs in man}* 
respects from the o»c prepared by this Government, and which was read for 

the 
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the first time before the Legislative Council on the 5th February last. These 
diflfereijces are as follow : 


OsAPT Act, as read on the 5th February 
last. 

Fort William, — Home Department, Legis- 
lative, the 5th February 1848. 

The following draft of a proposed Act was 
read i« Council for the first time on the otli 
of Fel>ruary 1848 : 

Act No. of 1848. 

An Act for the Administration of the Es- 
tate of tlie late Navvab of Siirut. 

. • 

. WniittEAS it is expedient to provide for 
the administration of the estate of the late 
Nawab of Sarat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, 
Kumroofl Dowleh, Ushmut Jun*j:, Bahafloor : 
and whereas the exemption from the jmis- 
diction of the civil and criminal courts en- 
joyed by certain pex^sons under the provisions 
of clause il, sectiod 21, lirgiilation II. of 
1827, and tdanse 2, section 1, Tiegulafion Xf. 
of 1827 (jf the Bombay Code, ceased and 
deteriiiiiK'il at the death of tlie said late 
Naw.il), and it is deemed ^le-'^it^ible to conti- 
nue sucli pr-vile^gc to some of the said per- 
sons : 


1. It is herfdiy enacted, that the Governor 
of Bombay in Council shall bound is heriby 
empowered, to exempt from the jurisdiction 
of the civil and crinunal courts, the willows 
and such of I he present relatives of the late 
Nawab of Surat us may to liini seem proper, 
and to declan' the j)erson.s so eAeuipted 
amenable t » the autlioritv (4' an agent, whom 
he may appoint for this j)urpose. 


2. And it is Viereby enacted, tliat it shall 
be competent to the Governor in Council of 
Bombay to act in tlic administration of the 
property of wliatever nature left by the late 
Nawab I »f Surat, in regard to the settlement 
and payment of the debts and claims stand- 
ing against the estate of the said late Nawub 
at the time of his demise, and to make dis- 
tribution of the remaining property among 
his family, and that all acts of the said Go- 
vernor in Council of Bombay, in respect to 
such property, from the date of the demise of 
the said late Nawab, shall be held to be valid 
and not liable to be questioned in any court 
of law. 

3. And it is further enacted, that the limi- 
tation of time for filing claims in the civil 
courts, provided in the said Regulation V. of 
1827, shall be held in respect to all persons 
who are exempted from the jurisdiction of 
the civil courts by the provisions of clause 2, 
section 21, of the said Kegutaiion II. of 1827, 
to commence from the Bth day of August 

1842, 


Dhaft as now proposed to he amelld^'d i}y 
the Goveinujent of India. 

Fort William, — Home Department, Legis- 
lative, the 27th May 1848. 


Amtmded Draft Act. 

An Act for the Administration of the Es- 
tate of the late Nawab of Siimt, and to 
continue Trivilcgos to his Feunily. 

Whereas* it is expedient to provide for 
the administration of the cstab* of the late 
Navvab of ISiirat, Mecr irfzoolooddi^en Kliaii, 
Kumrood Dowleii, ITshmut .Jung, Buliadoor : 
and whereas the exciiipLion from the juris- 
diction of the civil and criminal courts en- 
joyed by the /^aid late Nawab, and his rela- 
tions and servants, by virtue of the tre tty 
concluded betwtien the East india (.Jornpany 
and tin- said late Naw'ub on the KUh May 
1800, recognized and confirmed bv clause 2, 
section 21, Regulation 11. of 1827, and 
danse 2, section 1, Reguiatioii XI. of 1827, 
of the Bombay Code, ceased at the <h^ath of 
the said late Nawab, ancl it deemed expe- 
dient that some of the said persons should 
continue to be privileged, it is enacted us 
follows : 

1. No writ or process shall be sued forth 
or prosecuted aviainst the person, goods or 
property of the several persons nanif d in the 
Scbt'dule annexed to this Aid., being the 
widows and family of the said late Nawab, 
or of any of them, unless with the consent of 
the Governor of Bombay in Coiim'.il first had 
ant) obtained, sucli consent to be signified by 
the signature of one of tln^. Secretaries to Go- 
vernment; and aiiv writ or jinu ess sued forth 
or prosecuted u gainst the person, goods or 
property (>f the said several persons, or any 
of them, withoiii such consent a. s aforesaid, 
shall be utterly null and void. 

2. Tbe Governor of Bombay in Council 
is empowered to act in the administration of 
I he property of whatever nature left by the 
lute Nawab of Surat, in regaid to the settle- 
ment and payment of the debts and claims 
standing against the estate of ihe said late 
Nawab at the tima of his death, and to maket 
distribution of the remaining property among 
his family ; anj no act of the said Governor 
of Bombay in Council, in respect to the admi- 
nistration to and distribution of such property, 
from the date of tlie death of tbe said late 
Nawab, shall be liable to be questioned in 
any court of law or equity. 

3. Thd limitation of time for bringing 
suits in the civil courts, provided in Regola 
lion V. of 1827, of the Ilombay Code, shall 
be held in rBsoect to all persons within the 

E revisions of clause 2, section 21, ofXlie said 
Legulation 11. of 1827, lo begin, as to all 
causes of action arising before the passing of 
this Ac», from the day of tlie pa&i>lrtg of this 

Act ; 
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Da AFT Act, as read ou the 5th February 
last. 


1&42, beii^g the date of tlie demise of the 
said late Nawab. 


4. And it is further enacted, that deeds 
rc^is en d under the provisinua of any Act 
passed by the < i'ovornoi -general in Council 
of India, shall not, on the sole grouinl of 
priority of registration, invalidate derds which 
may be duly rt;gistered witliiii six taoiilhs 
from the ]>roinuigation of this Act, by any 
persons distinctly'^ exempted under the said 
clause 2, section 21, of llegulation II. 01*1827, 
provided such deed shall i elate to properly 
conveytjd to tlie owner j^iior to the date of 
th<! denn‘-<* of the said late Nuwitb. 


Ordered, that the dralt now read be pub- 
lished for general inforination. 

Ordered, that the .-uid draft be re-con- 
sitleitd at the first meeting of the Legis- 
lative t ouiicil of liulia., after the 5th day of 
iVlay next. 

(signed) -4. ISushby^ 

S<‘crctarv to the (joverninent of Imlia. 


Ukaft as now proposed to be ametided by 
the Govemnient of India. 

Act; subject to this provision, that no suit 
by or against any of the said persons shall 
be entertained in any civil court on account 
of any cause of action which arose at. a time 
preceding the death of the said late Nawab, 
by more than the number of years or niunths 
severally limited with reference to such cause 
of action by the. said Regulation V. of 1827, 
on the period within which the suit must be 
filed after such cause of actU)n arise or came 
to the knowledge of tlie plaiiitiflT, as the case 
may be. 

4. Deeds registered under tlie provisions 
of any Act passed by the Governor-general 
of India in Council, shall not, on the sole 
ground of priority of registration, invalidate 
deeds which may be duly registered within 
six mouths from the day of the passing of 
this Act, hy any ]>erson'» within the provisions 
of the said clause 2, septiou 21, of Regula- 
tion II. of 1827, prtrvided that such last- 
mentioned derd relates to prof)erly conveyed 
to the owner bi^fore the day of the passing of 
this Act. 

5. I'his Act *shall not be const: tied to 
restrict the operation of the said treaty ; and, 
indcpeiiclcntly of this Act, the said seve^ral 
p<*rsons shall bo entitled to chiiui, maintain, 
and enjoy any piivilege to which, by virtue 
of ilio said treaty, they, or any ol them, may 
be entitled. 


ScHKDT LE. 


1. Badslmh Begum - 

2. Ameerool Nissa Bemun 
n. Meer Jafler Aili - 

t. Zeeaool Nissa Begum - 
5. Uidji emool Nissa Begum 
ti. Alccr M<ioccnoodeen Khan 
7. Moei Kumroodeen Valu< S 


- Widow - 
ditto 

Son-ill-law 

Grand-daugliter 

ditto 

Buckshee. 

umsoridei‘ 11 . 


of the idle Nawab. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) G. A. Bushby, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


2. The preamble of the amended draft Act appears to me to be in several 
respects pre ferable to that of tlie original draft, as setting forth, more fully the 
objects of the projKxsed enactment. 

3. Article 1 of the amended draft does not, like the stune article of the 
original th^aft, confer upon the widows, relative's and connexions of the late 
Nawab a positive and umipalified ex<‘inption from the jurisiiiction of the 
Honourable Company’s courts, in civil and criminal matters, but only a general 
exemption, capable of being revoked or held in abeyance, from time to time, at 
the plc!asure of the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

4. No provision, moreover, is mad 9 , as in the original draft, as to the tribunal 
to which, in civil and criminal matters, the parties exempted from the ordinary 
tribunals shtill be amenable. The proposed amended article is, in substance, the 
same as Article 2 of Act I. of 1844, being An Act for securing certain Immu- 
nities 
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nities and Privileges to his Highness the Nawab of the Carnatic, his Family and 
Retinue.” This Act, I presume, is intended to convey, in perpetuity, certain 
priviieges on the Nawab of the Carnatic, his family and retainers ; whereas, it 
is contera^ated that the privileges to be conferred on the family and connexions 
of the late Nawab of Surat, shall terminate with their lives. In the former case, 
it would appear requisite that the privilege should, on sufficient cause existing, be 
capable of being suspended at the pleiisure of Gov(!rnment ; but in the latter 
case, as already determined in the cases of the families of the. late Chiefs of 
Colaba and Mandavie, it would, 1 conceive, be proper that the <!xeni[>tion 
should not be capable of being interfered with. 

5. Article 2 of the amended draft Act is in sub.stanct; the same as Article* 2 of 
the originsd draft. 

C. j^rticle 3 materially differs from tlie same article of the original draft, 
since, as appears to m(', it contemplates giving our ordinary courts the power 
of'jurisdiction in certain eases arising in the interval b(*twci>n the. <lcath of the 
late Nawab and the passing of the A(‘t. Ft occurs to me, how('ver, that, as the 
delay in the passing of the Act has been occasif)ncd by fjlovc'.rnmcnl, and not by 
any fault of the family of the deceased, tin* privilege of (ixemption frt)ra our 
ordinary tribunals should be dechired to have, full effecit for thc^ ejitire period 
intervening betwwm the date of his (h'ath until the ])assing of th(i Act. if the 
Government of India should resolve to amend this articU* to this extent, a 
similar amc'iidment will, 1 pn'.sume, he requisite at tlui (dose of Article 4. 

7 . Arti(de b of the* amended draft is new, and is in suhstancc' tlui same as 
Article tt of Acd 1. of IH4-h to whieh 1 have already alluded. 1 do not eoneeive this 
pro])osed additional artiede to bt*. requisite, since the tr(!aty with the late Nawab 
of Surat has, by his death without h'gitimate male isMie, and the coaseqin'iit 
cxtinelioii of tlni title and dignity of Nawab, became ()l)solett'. 

. 8. I would suggest that without eominunieatiug these, views to the Sudder 
.Adawlut, the proimsed amended Act l)e refernid to the .ludges, with a reejuest 
that they will favour us with any obs('rvations or suggestions on its j)rovisions 
^which may oc-cur to them. A similar refercnice may be confidentially made to 
the Agent for the Governor of Surat. 

y. VVe havti already recicived from M(*er .faffer Allct* a transendpt of his 
uicniorial to the Right honourubl<- the (TOxcrnor-gCiUeral of India in (^oumdl, 
dat(id the 14th April last. The i)rin(dj)al object of tliis nuanorial apjxiars to be 
to obtain a modification to the effect, Ihendu solicit'd, of Article 2 of tlie original 
draft Act, and as, oti tin* lOth j\pril last, we informed the Goviirumcmt of liuliti, 
that wc did not consider it expedient to comjily with this re()U(!st, that authority 
may bi* iuformcid that \v<' have no remark to offer in regard to this memorial, 
exc('pt to observe that this ojiiuiou remains unchang(id. 

(signed) Falkland. 

2.3 ,1 uric 1818. J. P. Willoughby. 

(True coj>y.) 

(signed) A. Mulct, thief Secretart'. 


No. iy().3 of 1848. 

Lktteu from M. Lai'kcn, Es(i., Acting Ih'gistrar, fo A. Maht, Kstp, C'hief 
Secretary to Goverinm*ut, Poli{i(!ai Department, Hoiubay. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the lionour, by direction of tin* Court of Sudder Dewau(*e Adawlut lo i>rc-soiu— 
acknowledge the receipt of your hdter No. 2<J75, dated the 27th ultinio, and to a. Bell, Kuq; 

state in reply tliat they have no objection to offer to the ann'uded draft A(d I’*- ilutb 

referred tlierewith for tin? administt aiion of the late Nawab of Surat, &c. „ 

ij, Airantj 

T have, &.c. 

(sigu. d) M. Larken, 

Bombay, Sudder Dewanee Adawlut, Acting Registrar. 

4 July 1848. ' 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Mulet, Chief Secretary. 


c 4 


— Stess. 2. 


No. 210 



Nuwab Sural. 


MINUTES, &c. RELATING TO THE PROPERTY 


No. 210 of 1848. 


Letter from W. C. Andreu s, Esq., Agent for the Right honourable the Goremor 
at Sujrat, to A. Mukt, K.sq , Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2676, dated 
27th ultimo, forwarding an extract, being para.s. 1 and 2 from a letter from the 
Secretary tu the Government of India, No. 428, dated 27th May last, and copy 
of the amended draft Act therewith submitted, and desiring me to submit to 
Government any observations or suggestions on its provisions that may occur 
to me. 

2. In obedunce to thest! instructions, I beg respectfully to submit the 
following observations : • . 

1st. Section 1 of the amended draft Act appears to me defretive, insofar 
SIS it does not declare to what autho^y or tribunal the parties to whom the 
privilege of exemption from the. jurisdiction of our civil sind criminal courts is 
continued, arc to be amenable. 


2d. The provisions of section 3 of the draft Act, read on the 5th February 
last, which dc«*lare the limitation of time for the purposes theycin set forth, to 
commence from the date of the death of the late Nawab, appear to me to be 
more appro])riate to the existing circumstances already put in clause 2, 
section 21, of Regulation IT. of 1827, than those of the corresponding section of 
lh(“ sim ended draft, which would make the date of the ptissing of this Act the 
period from which the limitation of lime should be calculated. I see no 
objection to the proviso which is introduced at the close of the 3d section of 
the amended draft. 

3d. With regard to section 4 of the amended draft, I beg respectfully to 
observe*, that, with the exct} (um of the mere verbal differences, 1 think the 
jirovisions of the corrc.sj)onthug section of the draft read on the 5th February 
last preferable, for reasons similar to those expressed in my observations on the 
preceding section. 

4th. The provisions of section 5 of the amended draft appear to me to be 
superfluous, as 1 am not aware that the several ])ersons included in clause 2, 
section 21, of Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section 1, of Regulation XI. 
of 1827, of the Bombay Code, besides those whose privileges are continued 
to them by this proposed enactment, possess or are entitled to claim, maintain 
and enjoy an} privilege in virtue of he i '•eaty therein alluded to, independently 
of this Act, and the introduction of this section into the Act might therefore 
hereafter prove troublesome, if not mischievous. 


Surat, Officie of Agent 
for the Right hon. the Governor, 
5 July 1848. 


1 have, &c. 

(signed) W. C. Andrews, A. G. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


Minute by the Honourable J. E. 2>. Betkune. 

The Government of Bombay objfct to the clause proposed to.be substituted 
for the first clause in the draft Act submitted by them, and remark that it is 
defective, in not containing, as the original clause did, a provision as to the 
tribunal to which, in civil and criminal matters, the parties exempted from the 
ordinary tribunals shall be amenable : 1 apprehend none such is necessary. 

According to the proposed clause (which is copied vrith slight verbal changes 
from Act 1. of 1844, relating to the Naw'ab of the Carnatic), the privileged 
person will enjoy entire exemption from all law, unless by leave of the Governor 
of Bombay. 'Ihe practical operation of this enactment, as I conceive, will be, 
that the Governor, or his Agent, will remonstrate with them in all cases of 
wrongful acts, and, if necessary, enforce restitution or amends by the threat of 

allowing 



OP THE LATE NAWAB OF SURAT. 


25 


allowing the law to take its course against them. This is intelligible. The 
clause, as originally proposed, is full of tfifficulty. The privileged persons are 
to be exemiited from the jurisdiction of the civil and criminal courts, and 
amenable to the authority of an Agent of the Governor of Bombay.. It deserves 
to be noticed that clause 2, chapter ], Regulation XL of 1827, of Bombay 
Code, which has furnished the model for this clause, went further than the 
treaty which it professed to confirm. 

Article 7 of that treaty (quoted in Appendix (A.) to Regulation XI.. of 1827), 
provided only that complaints against the relatives or servants of the Nawab 
should be referred, in the first instance, to him for justice ; and it might be 
inferred, that if he fiuled to order an investigation, and carry the sentence into 
execution as there provided, it was intended that the jurisdiction of the 
ordinary tribunals should be let in ; but that was altogether ousted by the Re- 
gulation. It is now proposed that the Governor’s Agent is to exercise juris- 
diction over these persons, according to what law r If Meer Jaffur Ali assarrlts 
or murders a British subject, how is the Agent to try him ? what sentence is he 
to pronounce ? how is it to be executed ? Or, on the other hiind, if an assaidt is 
committed on him by a British subject, is it intended that this also should he 
cognizable by the Agent ? It cannot be by the courts, whi(;h (cannot summon 
him as a witness,, or tender an oath to him. So in civil suits, tlrcse parties 
deal with other unpHvileged persons ; the)/^ buy or sell land. Is every suit to he 
stopped in which their interest is directly or indirectly concerned ? These are 
some of the difficulties which lie on the surface of the clause as proposed by the 
Bombay Government. It is to be observed, that the court of Sudder Dewanny 
at Bombay, to whom the Governor directed the Ac;t to he refiirrcd, without any 
intimation of the ojjinion of his Lordship in Council, reply that they have no 
objection to, make to it. 

The dates fixed on in the amended draft in clauses 3, 4, are such as appeared 
to Mr. Millet and me to meet most accurately the justice of the case, after con- 
siderable discussion. 

The Government of Bombay think they stood better as they wore. Tlie 
subject is rather intricate ; but, as at present advised, I see no reason to doubt 
the soundness of the amendments made by the Legislative Council. 

If, on reading the observations of the Government of Bombay, the Governor- 
general, or any other member of Council, shall see rt;ason to think we have been 
mistaken, I hope 1 shall be open to conviction. I own that I do not thoroughly 
understand the suggestion that, if our dates are adopted, a further correction is 
needed at the end of clause 4. 

The Government of Bombay obsen'^e that tdause 5 is useless, and may here- 
after prove mischievous, by giving rise to an unfounded idea that any part of 
the treaty survived after the death of the Nawab. 

I proposed it only by way of protestation, that this Act was not an infringe- 
ment of any arrangement formerly entered into by the Company ; but 1 think 
there is force in the observation of the Govei’nment of Bombay, and that it had 
better be omitted. 

12 August 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Bethune, 


No. 677- . 

Letter to A.Makt, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 
Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letttr, No.l82, dated 
the 28th ultime, with enclosures, and in reply to stute, that the Governor- 
general in Council having maturely considered the objections offered by the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council to the amended draft Act, “ For 
71 — Sess. 2. D the 
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the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, andvto contmue 
Privileges to his Family,” the Act has this day been passed as No. XYIH. of 
1848, with the further amendments which will be found therein. 


Fort William, 
26 August 1848. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) A, Buahby^ 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


Act No. XVIII. of 1848. 

Passed by the Governor-general of India in Council, on the 

26th August 1848. ' ' 

AN ACT for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and 

to continue Privileges to his Family. 

WiiKREAs it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the late Nawab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowlch, Ushmut 
Jung, Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of the civil 
and tTiminal courts enjoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations and ser- 
vants, by virtue of the treaty concluded between the East Indib Company and 
the sjiid late Nawab on the 1.3th May 1800, recognised tmd confirmed by 
clause 2; section 21, Regulation IT. 1827> and clause 2, section 1, Regula- 
tion XI. 1827, of the Bombay Code, cease<l at the death of the said late 
Nawab, and it is deemed expedient that some of the said persons should con- 
tinue to be privileged ; It is enacted as follows : * 

1 . No writ or prot^ess shall be sued forth or jirosecuted against the person, 
goods or property of the several persons named in the Schedule annexed to 
this Act, being the widows and family of the said late Nawab, or of any of 
them, unless with the <ronsent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first 
obtained ; such consent to be signified by the signature of one of the Secretaries 
to Government ; and any writ or process sued forth or prosecuted against the 
person, goods or property of the said several persons, or any of them, without 
such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

2. The GoA'ernor of Bombay in Council is empowered to act in the admi- 
nistration of tlie property of whatever nature left by the late Nawab of Surat, 
in regard to the .settlement pav oent of the debt.s and claims standing 
against the estate of the said late Nawab at tlie time of his death, and to make 
distribution of the remaining propeity among his family; and no act of the 
said Governor of Bombay in Council, in respect to the administration tt> and 
distribution of such property, from the date of the death of the said late Nawab, 
shall be liable to be questioned in any court of luxv or equity. 

3. 'I'he limitation of time for bringing suits in the civil courts, provided in 
Regulation V. J827, of the Bombay Code, shall be held, in respect of all per- 
sons within the provisions of clau.se 2, section 21, of the said Regulation II. 
1827, to begin, as to all causes of action arising before the passing of this Act, 
from the day of the passing of this Act, subject to this provision, that no suit 
by or against any of the* said persons shall be entertained in any civil court, 
on account of any cause of atjtion which arose at a time preceding the death 
oi *^he said late Nawab by more than the number* of years or months seve- 
rally ■ limited* with reference to such cause of action, by the said Regula- 
tion V. 1827, as the period within which the suit must be filed after such 
cause of action arose, or c^me to the knowledge of tlie plaintiif, as the case 
may be. 

4. Deeds fegistered under the provisions of any Act passed by the Gkjvernor- 
general of India in Council shall not, on the sole ground of priority of regis- 
tration, invalidate deeds which may be duly registered within six months from 
the day of the passing of this Act, by any persons within the provisions of the 
said clause 2, section 21, Regulation II. 1827, provided that such last-men- 
tioned 
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tioned deed relate.8 to property conve^A to the owner before the day of the 
passing of this Act. r 


SCBBDULB. 


1 . Badsah Begum - • - • Widow - 

2. Ameerool N^issa Begum * > Widow • 

3. Meer Juffer Ali - - - - Son>in>law 

4. Zeeaool Nissa B^um • - Grand-daughter 

5. Buheemool Nissa Begum • Grand-daughter 

6. Meer Moeenoodeen Khan Buckshee. 

7. Meer Kumroodeen Unlud Shumsooddeen. 


of the late Nawah. 


(True copies.) 


East India House, 
28 May 1857.*' 


(signed) J, S. Mill, 
Examiner of India Correspondence. 



COPY of Mivvtbs of the Mbmbeu of CovxciL 
of the Gorernment of India in ConutltatioD on 




Under^4t9X. 




AMB2R A|LI MORAD. 


RETURN to aa Order of the tlonourablr Hie Hoim of Commons, 
dated 34 July 1856 ]«^r, 

COPIES ^ of any DnsPATOBBt addressed to die Governor-General of India, in reply to 
the Despatch of Lord Dalhoutie, dated the 27th day of February 18S1, on the subject 
of the Confiscation of the Territories of the Ameer Ali Morad 
Of all CosBESPONSBNOB that has passed between his Highness Ameer Ali Morad and the 
Authorities of India on the subject of that Confiscation, subsequent to the Proclamation 
of the 19th day of January 1852:’' 

“ Of any Cobbespondbncb that has taken place between Ameer Ali Moiad and the 
Authorities in India, relative to his intended visit to England 

** Of the DsPoeiTiONS or other Information on the Claims of Ali Morad, recorded by 
Captain Pope on the occasion of his Visit to Khyrpoor, in August 1843, as stated by 
Captain Pope in his Letter to F, Thomason, Esq., Secretary to the Government of 
India, dated Sqkkur, October 24th, 1843, and published in page 68 of Parliamentary 
Papers, No, 78 of ^Session 18S2 

•• Of all CoRBSSPONOBMCE between tlie Magistrate of Sukkur and the Government of 
Scinde, between the Years 1843 and 1845, or during the same Period between the 
Government of Scinde and that of India, respecting the withholding from Ameer All 
Morad of the Pergmpahs of Meerpoor, Mahtela, and Mehcrkee, and of any Cor- 
respondence between the same Parties relaUve to their Restitution to him in 1845 : ” 

“ Of the Pboclanavion of Mr. Commissioner Freere, dated the 10 th day of January 1852, 
confiscating the Territories of the Ameer Ah Morad 

“And, Rbturm of the several Pergunnahs and Districts confiscated by this Proclamation, 
and of the Gioss Revenue received by the Indian Government from each of those 
Districts, in each of the Years since the date of the Proclamation.” 


East India House, 1 
10 February I857.j 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


{Mr. Isaae Butt. 


Ordered, by The House of Commoos, to be Printtd, 
16 JlfarcA 1857. 
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PAPERS rel^tuig to the Coitciscatiom of, the, TBaaiToaisi^ of the 

Amebr Au Mora^ * 


Paper* on the ' 
Confiscation of 
Ae Territoria* of 
Ameer All' Ifiond 



Extract Politicaz. Lsttba froth the Coeit of iHitctca^ to the Clov^iriiiieixt of' 
^ India', dated 24 September (No. 33) 1851. 

1. Wb now reply to the Goverpor-genetars letter in the Poreij^ Department^ 
dated 1 March (No. 16) 1851, respecting the results of the iuvestigatibn into the 
conduct of the Ameer of Kyrpore, Meer AU Murad. 

2. Before Sir Charles Napier quitted Sind he bad . received information that 
the treaty of Nownahur, concluded between Meer Ali Morad on the one part, 
and Meer Roostum and Meer Nusseer Khan on die other, and entered in a oop^' 
of the Koran, had been fraudulently altered by Meer Ali Morad, so as to substi- 
tute, among the possessions ceded to him, instead of the village of Mathela, the 
pergunnahs of Meerpoor, Mathela, and Mehurkee. Various circumstances pre- 
vented an early investigation into the truth of this charge ; hut at length, on the 
recommendation of the Governor-general, the Bombay Government a^^ointed 
for the purpose a comrafesioii, consisting of Mr. Pringle, Major Lang, and 
Major Jacob. 

3. Tlie Commission held its inquiry in the presence of Meer AU Morad* and of 
all other persons whose presence he desired; and he had the power, which he 
freely exercised, of producing witnesses aiid documents, and of cross-examining 
the witnesses who appeared against him. 

4. In the unanimous opinion of the Commission, in that of the Bombay 
Goveniment, and of the Governor-general, the charge of fraudulent alteration in 
the treaty is fully established against Meer AU Morad, and in this, opinion we 
entirely concur. We also feel satisfied, from a perusal of the papers transmitted 
to us, that Meer AU Morad prevented certain stipulations, agreed on between 
Jiiiuself and Meer Roostum, when the latter resigned the turban to him in 1842, 
from coming to the cognizance of the British Government, and thereby acquired 
much more territory than he was fairly entitled to eujoy. 

5. After fuU consideration of all the circumstances of the case, we have come 
to the determination that Meer AU Morad should not only l>e compelled to give 
up the possessions of which he has fraudulently made himself master, bUt E^oqld 
no longer be permitted to retain the turban, and be considered the Raees of 
Upper Sind, and that iiis authority and possessions should be strictiy limited 
to the territory inherited by him from his father. 

6. We desire that this onr opinion be acted on, uule^ any ebnsidei^ons of 

policy should induce ydh to think it advisable to leave Meer Ali Morad: in possession 
of any larger portions of territory than that above de^aated ; in which case you 
will make a further , report to m, but without suspending tiie < exessition of our 
orders iq any other respect. . ' ''k . 



Extract SscaRT LxttBr frote H. B. E, Frere, Esq. (Commissioner in Sind), 
to the Right Honourable JLord Fattdand (Gorenror apd President in CotinqUr 
Bombay); dated 29 January, No. 40 of 1852., * 

I BAVR now the honour to reqh^rt, somewhat at jsioiie length mil I 
do in my letter, No. 26, of t^ jtftth instant, pripfeedhtS oojos^nstat "iipiki ^ 
instructions received from Govenuheht rektitd to Mher AU |idmw ; , , ' ' 





S im 00 itbo.v 

^ ■ 

^{&i|icei:.Aii blofM* 


2^ IlMadt: 




from M dqi^ im tirniis me as.to me |k|%er*s iQientioiis Heai^; the 

iNbln icibteaSQii^ to iBiak ha efer^^eiied in 

iiueB ;tn iffoV'bat^ hn ju^^s 
ehotigh to apply for ad3rioe -to omBcM whinii'^be' had 
and to adopt their counsel, which was, of course, to remain qiiiet till he heard. 
,ot the, d^isipn of the Opyeipmeni of India i^arditt|f hii^. 


8. He SQU^t an interview with, me akithe eadinst possih^ jpenod after itk 
arrival at ^ree» and appealed to me regaling the assemhlf^' of tihe force, ndioh 
* in the Bathe strain as in his subseqnmit letler« of nthich a onpy is forwardekl among 
' riie eaclosur|m. t', - 


i.. 4. On msmving a letter, drawn up ih';accnrdance w!^ tilMi thiifhcldqtdi of the 

doverhorogenera),* he has, I have airmdy had the honour;; to repoi^l declared 
his ^tire auhmkniou to the will of the B^tsh Government, bilged that I would 
idlowhftn one day to put his answer in Writing, and that t would submit to the 
Goverhinent his request to be allowqd to piWceed to England. 




Vide JSiTo. 3. 


,t^rN'«.4. 


5. ‘ In reply to my remarks as to the finality^ of the decision, he disclaimed 
all intration of appealing against it, further than by asking pardon for any 
oflfence of which he might be supposed to be convicted, and added that he bad 
long been desiroQS of seeing England, and that his son, ' Shah Newaz, would 
take care of his aShirs in his absence. 

6. He has since repeatedly reverted tp the subject, and I, have reason to think 
that his wish is more than Ae passing fancy of the mbihcnt, which I at first 
imagined it to be. 

7. His written reply, of which a translation is annexed, was, according to 
promiise, delivered -to me on the . 21 st instant by his son Shah Newaz, who 
brought at the same- time various documents which bad been called for as neces> 
sai^ to the settlement of the case, and duplicates of the orders which had been 
issued by the Meer to all his officers in. the resumed districts, requiring them to 
ol^ey the orders of the British Government, to whom their districts had been 
transferred. His letter was^, as is usual i.a such docunmnts» purposely vague in 
many of its expressions ,* and there were portions which taken by themselves 
might, have borne a somewhat different; tponstruction, and which therefore I 
thought it as well not^to pass unnoticed in , my reply. But all the IVfeer did 
was in perfect accordance with. *i|t tope of implicit ohedieuce adopted howi by 
father and son, who appeared eptimly anxious to prove fhe reality of their sub- 
mission, aud to promote an early settlement of all unadjusted questions, 

8. The Collector who had charge df the political duties connected with Khyp- 

porei as well as Captain Stanley, Lieutenant of Pdlice in Upper Sind, bad 
very ample means of obtaining correct infonhation regarding what passed in tthe 
Meer's durl^, and neither of them had the lightest doubt of his sincerity in 
this respect, ' * 

9v todeech the state of his treasury and his . credit, and the, general feeliqg of liis 
subiCPte was such, that «ny other courto' would have qujjto ncM the reputation 
ins;haS.sdways possessed for a keen pesreeptiou of his ovrn humediato, interests, 

' Itfq clw of bis subjects, beybnd' a few immediate dependants, appear to 
hav&lipaihiied withi ibim ; had the ptocBamatiop which; in accordaime with 

btJ the glsi'iustaurissUed in the terms prtombed bp 
:’tndf|idriB% Ellidt^s leteer, appeared; as far las I have heard, to 

<&iig Wafleiited bjiii: > ‘ 

' 11 . This pfite thecase thtei Lhad expected, itewgh L«|dp|te^^ 

'occarion:to;i#teiMictthe^-1**eec%,exttotei.W f'-'. ,, 


OoVe^r:gwwA'aaWri^-lU.-mi!«^^W4PiSf ^Sndtoat »f :#«8nbay, ■; 


Oovemvr- 


3mor<g«h«i^'a4drliiw 





PAPERS EBUTtNG TO AMEER AU MORAE. 


$ 


No. 1, 


Pafetumtitt 
Conflioitilin , 

V * mj,.. .* I . 'JJ 


EBArr pf a pewiao Letter wJdMsised to Meer Ali M<wad, of Kbyrpoor, by tho 
Gonptmiwioaer in Simil, • m directed in para. 5 and Enclosure (A.) or the 
Letter Sir Henry Elliot, Secretary to the Oovernment of India with the 
mott Noble the Governor-Genwah to the Chief Secretary of the OoTemment 
of Bombay! of the aeth of Eccember 1803> 


After compliments. , . 

I HAVB now the honour* on behalf of the Government of India, to address your 
Highness for the purpose of conveying to you the final decision of the British 
Government upon those accusations against you which were submitted to the 
Commission at Sukknr, of which #Mr. Pringle, the late Commissioner, was ' 
president in the year 1849. 

Those accusations were to the effect that after the battle of Nownahur, a treaty 
was entered into between you and Meer Roostum Khan, which treaty was 
written on certain blank h aves of a copy of the Koran. 

That by the terms of that treaty the villages of Eadlo and Mathela, and seven 
other villages, then the property of Meer Roostum, were ceded to your Highness. 

That by your orders this ortjxinal treaty was afterwards, by an act of forgery, 
so altered as to signify the cession to you of the purgunnahs of Mathela, Mocr- 
poor, and Mehurkeb, by virtue of which fraudulent alteration of the text of the 
treaty, those districts which, with the other possessions of Meer Roostum, 
belonged of right to the British Government, have up to this day remained in 
your possession. 

Surh were the accusations against your Highness. I have been directed to 
remind you that the Government of Inuiu, unwilling to believe the possibility of 
such allegations being founded on fact, and reluctant to condemn your conduct 
except on the clearest and fullest [>roof, caused a scaiohiug inquiiy to be made 
into the truth of the facts alleged. 

By the orders of the Government of India a Commission assembled at Sukknr. 
Your Highness was invited to attend in person, and every opportunity was 
afiorded to you and to all of eliciting the truth, and of proving your Highness’s 
innocence of the acts of wliich you were accused. 

The Commif'Sion found that you entirely failed to rebut the charges which 
had been biought against yon. Yon were convicted on the clearest evidence of 
having caused, by an act of forgery, the contents of the Treaty of Nownahur to 
be BO altered, that you obtained possession of large districts instead of the 
villages originally ceded to you ; this act being to the prejudice of the British 
Government, to whom the said districts rightfully belonged, and in gross viola- 
tion of good faith and honour. 

The unanimous opinion of the Commission on this point was assented to by 
the Government of Bombay. The most Noble the Governor-general acquiesced 
in their views, and the honourable the Court of Directors haVc now confirmed 
these concurrent judgments. 

The Government of India has sought no pretext to interfere with your 
Highness’s possessions. It desired that you should continue to rule the territories 
you, held, in peace and security, and it was slow to enrertain and urge against 
you accusations, whicli placed in jeopardy your reputation and authority. 

But the Government of India cannot consent that the treacherous ftand by 
which you have debased your station and dishonoured your name, shall pass 
with impunity. It wilji not be permitted that a greaf public crime which has 
broken the faith of treaties, and has defiauded the British Government of its 
just rights and possessions, shall escaf^e the punishment it justly deserves. 

Wherefore, tne Oovernment of India has resolved that you shall be degraded 
froin the rank of Uais, and that von shall be deprived of all your lands and 
torriioiies excepting those hereditary possessions which you derived from your 
&thcr, Meer BoiimirKhan. 

1 am, therefore, directed to call iipOO yon to surrender the forfeited lands and tpr# 
ritories into the possession of the BritishGov eriiment, peeoeaMy,<tod without deley. 

It is furth<r my duty ip inform you, that troops have Ix^n {>ut in morion on 
every side of you, for the purpose of enforcing the deterinineritm of Gchtemment. 

1 am to tmint out to you the danger of h^italw pr delay ip ipn^kriitg full 
obedience to these demands, and the hopelessness of all attempts at resistance. 
ijtB. * A i Should 


BSEAtmi tooiuiiu Mm Msuix 


ftfeMoollut 
ConlMMimsif 
4 llw t4lrillMiil<if 



th. Tx ^iiMriM^r ®f ®y 0f {(#&> mmm it® k , lwfiiw|Mij *oja« ' 

altto IB w cjbfoiy ia artttt> itti wlT k » Wt Aw r’’' 

22*^^ a«iiTs(4lte 0(»eli|Alltt<wi of tJW tOrrltorSi «^|i;}i Vou WiW olflE|fcp«lt 
~ kn^Stowtaia. ^ * 

1 a*)l^ fart^t to mforim you that,’ oo tooiivih^ your Auhnutftioii to the (tautS, 
aott it4di*esw<} to you, I am ei^powered to the «0v«r«| m^toitil olajl^ 
Whicti hate been for some time peodiag betvreea you afid l^o (!jl0v«|XmU9il|t‘of 
India. 

(True cOjpy.) 

( (stg^) JBi B. B: Bivret 

' ComaiiiBioner. 


jy.i^.'^r.Tiiroughoat the Persian version of this latter, the form heretofoira need 
ly my predecessor and myself in addressing Meer Ali Momd vraa adheretl to. 
1110 aords in their literal acceptation mean nothing more than *' that friend.’* 


(signed) JI. J?. E, Frere. 


#• 


. N<». 2. 

Trsnblatioit of Letter addressed by Mem* Ali Morad, Khan of Khyrpoor, to the 
* Commisaioner in Sind, in reply to the Letter of the latter, communicating 
tlie Instructions of the most Noble the Governor-General. 


A. C. 

I luvs received your letter, informing me that the chaige of foi^ery in the 
Treaty of Novnahnr had been established in the opinion of the Commission 
which sat at Sukhur, and this decision, concurred in by the Bombay and 
Simreme Governments, bad been finally confirmed by the Court of Directors, 
and that you had therefore been directed to convey toe orders of Government 
for my deposition from the rahtship (or sovereignty), and that all my territories, 
except the possessions I received from my ntner, would be resumed; and, 
Airther, yon eallod upon me to deljycr t|u without delay the lands and districts, 
which under these instruedops wM lo ho resumed, and addressed to me other 
etpresaions tending to lower my dmltacter and dignity, such as were not suitable 
to so devoted a servant. 

My friend, I have not the slightest dieioeUnatioo to obey tHe orders of Govant.- 
mmit, Whatever the British ^vernment inay desire, I am ready tp carry out 
their wishes ; and, although this order be unjust and opprdbive, yet X submit and 
conform to it ; but you should bear in reoeUeetlon my sernees \ how, from the 
first, abandoning all my own depeodants and ndatives, I relied on the ftiendsbip 
of the Bntish Government ; and how I served and acted for Government ah die 
time of the eonquest of Sind, and in the wars with the Chandra Belooehees and 
other tribes in the hill campaign and flseWhm’e, and in which 1 expended lacs of 
rupees from my aneeilm( property. 1 hoped, in retuni for sucl; services, to be 
exmted 1$y gifo and fovours from Government, bat the result has not been 
dcoonliug to my expectntions, and, cm the contrayv, roy enemies* wishes have 
bevn gndjlled by my becoming a hn^hfog^stoeK to the whole world. My 
bretfomn who opposed tha BrHudt Government, nud who were mosteanieBt !a their 
attempts tq,«iidne« me to pursue the fame eoixne, while I, sepemtiBg mysw 
from them, Mheted to the Bntiui, and even proeended witlimit hmRtadon 

to fight wl^ them, tliey now will rejoiee nod openly esvit iwd jcef at me. 

Nker did t eipet* ^ the Britillv Oovdmmeht 'Wtmfd sprite am of my 
rights, but, oa taa eotttmry; 1 had a dimnfl eapeelilSoita; «» r^ktwwhldi at 
the mesent moaMnl eeuld bat berease^my alBieiiea. 

My friend, the Tmben of aovemfomly ,)fea from the fhftt ^ bewditiwy 

emsfop, the eaSm MieM bsS fewy ri»i m F 

by the will sign5aii3| 13# by niy kSer, wbick k 



jjiS^y^-^ ■ ySttiferaitoi^pt* ,to'av<6rtfcio^'|Q^ imidh 

'• .itie wgrcMfl'totiia^v^f eiiaini^' mip of f»e 

' ' -fift'-fm- to’-the 0;ovemoa[.ei9it.:^'at,;iiftd iM:'^4Si||t"'4ttB^te.’;. 

;iodinfctiois», J .'dbottld ^aot have duelled. 'theA> 
Init to ^loet »och an army, and' cai»e irie h)« of oharacter and di»* 

><v> 3 r TIia xMMii^ have been^ bofojre coUectinttnn annT. td 


’"Von.WroiMjjAt ifl-diaol^ed^t^^ ordeya and f loceeded to rewat, all jwwiatftooe 
would be dtteyly; hopeles?. lay fioead, I have taken up the sword for the pur- 
pose of irepelling’the ^enemies: of the British Government, but never for the jluy- 
pose of re«i|tingU.‘ Ood forbid, thet I should ever do* so; as long a? I have 
breath in my ^dy I shall never entertain any thoughts but those of obedience. 

" If jnyA.&rritory be required by the British Govemmeht, there is hd room for 
ine to' ask the why and the wherefore. But it is well known? that, the district of 
Oubha (Oobaura) was for two years in the hands of the 3iidsh» and when I 
returned from the hill campaign, Major>generai Sir Charles Napi,er» in consider- ■ 
ation of my services and rights, plac^ me in possession of thes district. Had ', 
there been any oUtacle'it -woold certainly have oecom® known at the timely a ; : 

I have hopes that Government' vrill take my ^cfaiitns into their -fai%uralde ‘obn- 
sideratiouj and show me .the same /^kindness as heretofore. I have phly one 
request now to make, and that I trust will be acceded to. It is this, that I have 
a great dSsire to proceed to London, and there, with your permission and the 
assistance of an, agent, 1 will lay my caw befpsre parliament, and the advisers of 
Her roost gracious Majesty, whose justice and consideration, % her, ^yyants, sere 
beyond measurb. If m tne same way my case should a second time be con- 
adered piroyed, according to tbie . accuMtiqns of mv enemies, ! shall then,:hpe 
only to hsk foigtyeneSS for my ia.ults. I hope, therefore, that 1. shall be favourpd 
with your penduslbn to depart, and be allbwed a steampr to take nie.. This I 
shall consider as a gr^t favour. ' . J. , 

"With reghrd to iny territories' I have to request, that if ;tpe chajsge regardipg 
thetredty ^ Novkahur h? donadered by Government as ^ve,d, let • 

included in the treaty be resumed, and lei the other possessions remam us’ they 
are ujitU myrretuirn from England, so as to preserve my reputatiop,^. Jf ihre , 
request be not-acceded to, I Imye no power to msist tbc British Chivcriimpiph ^ 
'disobey .its decries. • 4 ,. 

Dated 2i8th RubWe , > / 

. fOorresnondine with 21 January 1842). . t ; f 

•.• (True translatkfflii-h’'-: ■■ 

. ... (signed)- B. jBWis/" ■ 

/'iV' N't ^Assistanttpcmta^cner. 

i:';.' , (Trtte<»py*)' V 7 ■ ' 

' -v;..- ; , ••AsdMa&t^'Gdmrok«b»mdip 


■ ,. ,)■ '/rfj -iv., ii- . .-. f A.. y.y..-': . , r, 

B'- Document -'pwlfalte 



J' , ■ 

COBfiwWMttof 
tWTettlM^ er ' 
kmm Ali 

Meiers* by wbich idl sods worthy iof raeceed^to fiUliei^s 

And Meer Roosttmi Khim has rece!y0 i ii^t|ger ahat« of his bfbther^' 

■with the” view thet one-half of ihO jpt^tiee* with she contrhcti^ fM»U-taxj and 
feiheries of the' Whole conhtry* shall be a|^pli^ to the expenses^ of flipporting^ the' 
sovereignty, ^is half of the country ahd the said taxes oto (hh whole oountty < 
shall in turn be enjoyed by the posiessor of the turban, aOd applied to its expenses. 

.. The other half of the country, exclusive of the contraetS, fisheries, and poli-taX,' 
has been bestowed on Meer Koostum Khan, as his share with the other biOthers. 
This I have written as a binding d(H;ree and testament, to be carried inlp effect 
hereafter, ^d prevent disputes Tor ever. Bated 19th Suffur, 1245 Hijree (^cor- 
«fc. ong. responding with ). ' 

(True translation.) 

(signed) B. H. Ellis, 

Assistant Commissioner.. 

» t - ■ ' ’ , 


No. ,3. ^ 

Draft of a Persian lietter to Meer Ali Morad* 

A. C.’ 

I HAVE received your letter of 21st January, which, taken in conjunction 
with your own personal at^i^urance to me when I'had the honour of seeing you, 
with the messages you sent to me by the Collector of Shikarpoor and by your 
sons Shah Nuwaz and Fyz Mahomed, and with' the circular orders to the 
Kandars of the districts resumed by Government, has been received as evidence 
of unreserved submission to the orders of the Government of India previously 
communicated to you. 

With regard to what you write about going to England, , it is fit 1. should 
repiiud vou of what I have already stated, tliat the decision in this case has 
been fully concurred in by all those to. whom Her Majesty confides the Povern- 
ment of India. Further agitation^, therefore, by agents such as you propose,, 
cannot alter a decision which ic I|j|iev4cable. It can only tend to further loss of 
character. , ... 

The concluding request, in your letter is so obviously inadmissible, and in- 
com|wtible with the orders of the Government pf India already communicated, 
that I should have considered it my duty to .notice it further, had not Meer Shah 
Nuwaz assured me that it. was merely intended as a suggestion, for con- 
sideration, and not as a formal request on your part. 

(signed) H, B* E. Erere, 

26 January 1862. , ; \Commwiqner. 






jafecmihenil'^^ tbp 'dffedt 


th<il''Tlirimedf ,Kuk 'j^lt descend -td' Khuni' 

Mdiedwruik Khda. end after him to Me»t^TAli 'M6rad^ ac^srd^i to the oustotiit 4^. 


■ J'.'. ' ,,, N0..4,.. 

DaAtT of P^lamatidh translated into Pewian, and- issued bit ’ i^e Slst January 



Aeluctabt the Am6er%nleks tipbu die c|^r^:ptttof of nis is^- 

sotial guilt, thb 'Gbv^rhment of Indib directed that alfuU ifid public; ibqui^ ^ 
should be madqitttbtheolisrges that hb^been brought ag^t him.- . , 

His.Highness inqairy..1^:ps^.' ’ 

of;elibitiBg'tJm^m^i§lp^M:?6St|d4wh^“'ip/HighdeM’a'.ibnb^^ 
of whibh he hstd'beett' diibhiin^'' ' 'vViv'-,.''.? 


ii ' ^*v,Vh«'\ 









* 


VSJ"" I ' 


H: ■' 


liiS^w*iif,g??^' ■'■'■■I l^i 

l»ii«^ilHfl:«r '4|i .Alprotl Khan- ■ ■ 

. But tb^ Amearfs' igiiU^^^ be^ jjo^jrad.; :Tb€i,C|fven*^«at .of 

hi*’ J^b*ie?» ; Mae? Ali,; Storfi Kban ta .imp^ni^, nb4 : 

'ffreaC'lbubbn i!jn|pa't<>^<w]waw'nn|n^ni4jad, . , , ,■ .. :-,jv-'^'’- , •■■■ :■■' y , ■.' , .■ t '':':^-''';'i'’K''’''. 

Whereforei the fiinvarntMent of India haa resolv^, and herebj^ declared. tMI/y .: 
Hear Ali Morad Khan, of Kyrpoi^e, fa degraded from the tank pi Baia, and tba|,; 

' all bia lands and ’territoried, excepting berfedbary possessions only whieh 

Vere allotted “tO hint b'y bis fether, Meer gohrab Khan, shall henceforth be a 

portion of thd British Bmpire in India. ^ ; . t. r 

. The inhabitants of; those territories are hereby called upon to submit themwlves 
peaceably to the ddminibh under which they have paased, in fall reliani^ titat ' i 
they will be defended against their enemies and protected from harm, and that| / 
unmolested in their persons, in th«r property, and their, homes, they will bo , 
governed with just and mild authority. , .j . .. ' ' 

Bv order, of the most Noble the Governor-general of India/ 

(signed) H: B. E. Prt^, , 

Commissioner in Sind. 


' , S' * 


No. eobf 181S2. 


Lettbu from E. Homui Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the, Govemmeht ^ 
t of India, to A. Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, y 




I Ai« directed by the most ' Noble the Governor-general in Council to- ackhow- 
ledgc the receipt of your letter of the 14th instjant, No. 11, submitting ffie further ^ 
proceiedings of the Government of Bombay in the case of MeOi^ Ali Bdorad* and; ; 


proceedings of the Government of Bombay — , — . _ , . , r . , - 

requt^tihg the instroctiohs of this Government on’ the question of permittn^ 
him, to piocetd to England. ' ’ , ■ . \ 

2. In reply, I am desired to state that Meer Ali Morad should remain oh hiB 
own lands, and will not have the consent of the Government of* IiSdia tO go^m ; : * 
England ; but if thC JMeer chooses to go without our consent, his Lordshijgih' 
Council ilom not pCrbeive what right we have to prevent him. ‘ : 

. .. Ihave^'&c.' ' - 'v ^ 

■ '(signed)'" '■ E. Thomasj'y- 

; ; , officiating Under Secretary to the Government of India. 


Fort Wijiiaffij ^7 February 1862. 




i V'*-^ 


' Political department, 24 Deeamher (No, 116) 1868. 

■ ■ ^.Siir'io'i .Btis Aw ’|i(^ 








■ '* ' 





' Ibctract Bombay Secret Co»«ultati<»ti, Nwrem^er 1848. 

' ; No. 416 of l 863 .-rSecret Dej^mept. 

teraE ftom tie Cemmiesioner in Si 4 <>> *« *Sj,* HmoniaWe^ tteount 




I HAvithe honour to ' 
margin,* with giemorial in ongiial, for the orderaof your bo pf p , . _ : 

2. The memorial appears to be, t^ai ref^tred to in para. 3 of my F 
,, mve o.l,i.d,ti».e« 

„• 3. r ie^e «o» W“ wwld 





Afiter compliaieQ'ts, 

; EircLoeSD With this epistle is an Eugi^ *^:i^ee” for ‘justice* on my owiiv 
.bshalf, address^ to. tho High Court -of Birectora:. May I the favour of 
. ‘ yottir nndeitakiog' to forward it jbr me ? It has iWen determined ifet Meetza Al^ 

. Akhar' 'Khan ahefil, proceed as my wakeeli to Eiwope. He will answer all 
inquiries that it may be found requisite to institute respecting the above 
' memorial. 

I also hope that the reply thereto may be given to the wakeel hi J^tupe ; at ;' 
in the event of its not being in aeoordance wm his views, he .has my fwfmiiwion ^,; 
to procure a i«medy by. other means (lit.: that he should take another 'rimiady '' 
and road) and obtain justice in the mattem of the dependant of IQhvernmaii^ ■] 
(The passage in inverted commas is an interiineation.) ,And as that hriena^ ! 
is renowned for his great qualities, and well knows my sad state, d trust he Will, 
look with as generous an eye as possible upon me, &c., &c. I . ' 


(True translaribn.) \ . 

(signed) 2’./.<?oZd!jmMi*Cyiptoin, : 
Moburmm, 1270. Deputy Golieptor,: 

a. D. October 1868. * * " . ' 


(True copies^ 

(signed) < B. H.:EUist 

Assistant Commimio&en 




[TTie^ni^d^phs iiVwem the Manuscript and the Pnntsd Copy qf this Mew^riai 

are mdicat^ by Marginal J^tes^ ' . 

- ' < To the Honour!^ |he Court of Direotprs of the East India Company^^^^ 

, ; ,The Memori^ ef His Highne Morad Khan, late Eah of 

’ lEhlpow, in l^pper ‘Sdnde, and now a Jagheerdar .under the 
'\.V^'\dc^nida'Of#h']Brii^h Goveninifhnt;''th'india. 
hhowe^hj'''^-^'-^' '■ 

■ ‘ ’"Thj^ youy; tnepooihiw^vi^^ ■•veiy reemi'% ^thh'fihdejHteii^ .sovereign ■ 
..'.itihe. nud.wbij.afi su<dri'hi^#«''j^iciw^^ and ^government « 

; revenue of 16 uAhs uf rupees per annuxta, and 

'' hv, 11 j AftA mumiifswvl a . ' " v 'V. 


.188 A with h«' 


Oder Stvqiom, < 



t •fe'j 


i.ii N ii ^ iii ' i ' i ' I i| ' |i<i ^l ii. > !iii^iii ^^ ii f iiii ' ii«iiili ,^ I iiiii i n rt iii nph i 









, K jfurfi^er tjrieaiiy entered vilqtto iiA Deej^Ka-ftote, ;i)ii,tJi>p^ S^, 
on tiie iof pw^mber 1842,. cp;$p»oipJ)j paUed; the; Turf)a»iVfTr^ #. 

j]p;^oi^^i»tV ^)4 hi^other, hw ^tkf RooBtum lCban, then the Bnie. or > 

Dppdr SSnd, iresignfd the ep^reiignty andfehie&h>p'pf 4 he frh^ 

^ nli^revtetritdrv . to your nieinprieiw, who was next; heir. \theiet<s.^^ ' 

, lind^ the V»fi ^ their father, Meep* j^t^raU Khan; and according to the tisages 
^ the' copittry and the Talpoor family^ and your memorialist s right to the 
turban and ;<o the country un<jter that treaty, was refcognized and Confirmed hy 
Biidsh..i!3ov,enitnenW >].■.' 


■», ' 


<', . 9 ^ li’lmt your memorialist has now l^ 'de^^ by the Gojrewnmnt of India 

frohtV*^® of his territoms in Upper 

. Sm 4 ^ospting those hereditary possessions only, which were aUoU«^ to him 
% hi* father, Meer Sohrab Khan, the latter yielding your memorialist an 
'jSnhttai income of about three lakhs of rupees or lihder. 



.. ....... 

H lWlatBatioa.^Thtii Utevemtoent of India Ild long seen oaulS: tp beliisye ■ 
' <l^at his Higlmess Khan, of Khyrporei by acts of fdf|ei^' atid firahd 

bad deprived British Government of.: territory m IjgJla to^ waich it ^as. 
dahiSrolly entitled. Rrioctant.te coodenin the unless npon.^e^^^:^^ 
ipmbfof hfe per8onnlguilV^eJ3ov!i|nthen.|^^ India directed theth^ 


, ^01 
't/;i 


'the . 


' . ■ 1' . 


pnbjitc Snqfuiry should be, 

i.':a|^'nsfc htm. ■ * '■' , ... ■■'>■'. . . %.■ '•■' 

« tiis Highness attended the intmiry in persbii. Ei?ery opporiUndy wtri nwraed 
of eliciting the truth, and of eStshlis^g Ms ^ighnste’s inaocen^ pf the Orlme 


teused. ■ ;.' ...'v'.’: ' ■"if:-.;!* 

]^6€r tn ' mafu'ilL lit 


;3ti;heh'''i^|d?e.ly«'^l«4 io '.reouidhe ■■ribs' 


, of which he 

- Qn clear and complete dvideibice hei^ convicted of hafing destroyed a lcal&)f 
'"^4heKoran,on,whichl,the,Wty.nCliC^|^?4t«(yftvri4te,ni5'^|jJnt.»in8.'f«hstitttted, 
for It anotherleaf of differeht tenor, W nis Ui^neite fraudulendy obtained 
' pnesesshm of ,eer<*al districts, iris^d of riflagfes of the satee nritniej greatly. ; 

■'.i ^g lrtno'^ pi^nt te inte^re'i^th'lthe' ■ jwsstesidns.' o£-hte'''*'i^^ .MeerWu ' 

M<4^Kha»;< H derit^ htell'^neM ehohid.eonriaun to^^ 

in- ' .iteaos:'nnd;ieeWity>*imd4k^att slow 'his 
■Hlikeijis.' 'aeo]iisel|flis::whi<^||^^ . 


but thei^ 




h m a • 










!■■ to: ■ 


". :' - .■' ., ■ \li.\’:kv:\li\<t..ii''‘. 



'';Aia't£i^^li^ aet'of «ggi^bff '^agabsf hiti:a»<tl4^.i(i»V«i^^ 61^ Vp^' r " ■' 

. 9. It ]8 tjhie that the Ipaiaa fGt>veram#t.hi;e^(ght « Abhi^ 
havi^i^fraudiilenlly alteretl the treaty of EfownahuR and tltat a; CotoroiasiQ^ 
/4p|^ihted % iitqhiteMh that’ clwif^;, an^ that itivit^ tor 

‘ attendv ahd did attend during thejdquiry, but, aa h® dhnidntlratc in tiia 
' courae bi^ thia Inemqriajly it is not tnia that, he bbrnmiitted the. fotoeiy .iinpnted t|(> 
him, or wajs jtiatly eonvicted of it. It is nto tfito 'that bis titm to* the distribla 
Inferred to dep^ded oh the treaty of No^haliur, which, on; the questibn oif th® 
lawful right to them, might be thro^^n out of Consideration ; stiU .less is..it true 
that these districts Verb ever or could have been the lawfully acquit territory 
of the British Guvernment, or of which your memorialist defrauded theoi, '$o 
to entitle the British Government pow to appropriate them to themselves. 

10. Yooy meihorialist, av<riding all unnecessary detail, aiid asking simply a ? 
clear and aispassiunate hearing from your honourable Court, ptoceedh to toakb 
good the above 'assertions. ■ ^ \ ■' 

, 11. The treaty of Nownahar was signed on the. field* of. battle,, on the idth 

Septembe»;i|!^2, and it made over to^your memorialist part of the paternal : 
property of Meer Nnssber Khan, sanctioned by the rais of the cbdntry, Meer 
Roosttim, witli his seal affixed to the usual expression, balahust/' ** it is; coh> 
firmed.” Your memorialist whdlly denies that, to his knowledge^ the treaty, ns 
so confirmed, hap ever been altered. Ue makes this qualification for reasons 
tliat will be afterwards explained. ^ But wh.ether .adter^ or not, the territory, , 
whatever it. was, included, in that treaty the time it was entered into), was 
lawfully tra>d>ferred to your memorialistj. add the British Government never ' 
had ariy right to it* * Subs^ehtly^ apd on^the 20tto of December 1842, Mper 
Hobstum IClton resigned, the sovereignty iof .Upper ^ind in favour; of -your ^ 
Ltoj^nji^riaBstl and to th^^^ of territory made over to. bite on toqt ' 

.oi|j(sasibn,‘ wilt be found the very districts of which he is now accused of having 


; 52,^Twd days previously to the execution of this treaty; that is to say, oii the 
i'8th of December 1842, Mmor*general Sir Charito Napier, cbnuatendlng the 
Briti1ih> fotoes to Sind^und Beloochistan,.isshbd a nrockmation. ’]^ terms of 
^'Wbich if; is^importanf^ to observe, .becautoto mistal® as Id bohstitutes a 

terrto'. eomj^ittea by all engaged in tliO; recent investigatipa :-^ ' 


•i- ^ , 

.4.Y.' s' r V’T jj' i.' 




> J. 18 •pecetnhbr 1842^ . 

^ lito^ oid#Qd,'tod io posseasion of the 
...districts irf,%to8i^otoand .BhobDgbam; and to^i^ann tfae juud districts to the 

Nawab. of Kiawdljtoto»;;to wbo,m ;tbfey will be 
; Higbnpssguatoto^^W'ditotraetoviakd^^^ 

— i'ijt: •'^^toindividuals^net within tl^ totd dinriets,; totsuch manner 



. 1,8., There;; 

referred to to % f ridOiuto be^ the 


. the treaty^'^ 

t^''aitd]'iyhi8''.w,''''d^’ 1 

'iteito-the ,'obferv4tion|.’^ftob ; 


14. Your 





• d, Ik*' '' 

theferiitwitoof 



';tUft sovereig'oWW'dl 'wjfe»ch Wtis 'cc^r^A^ '.‘tO''iifila .’t 

De<»roGey 1842, ard iiofth ©f; Ei»^e to the sdulli' 

' Bhoo)i^|ikara, and weie not included; hi o| iti any manndf. Jiy jtlmt |nN>- 

danialfon ; ai»d in confirmation of .your as tothe 

territory intended to be faken possession ^6f udder the^abote prdtstumdtion, yo«r 
mernoriu/ist would refer your honoui^bTe Cofurt to the following extract of 
' jfntelligffhce from Scindo, 21st to STirh December 1842, No. 444, Sind, Blue 
Book, page 481, under the signature of Sir (/. Napier ; — ■ . . 

'* On the 2r>th instant, tlio late Shah . Sbujah’s Regiment, and. 19th Bengal 
Native -Irtfentry, under the command- of Brigadier Wallace,, left Roree en mute 
to Ferozpoor, the Brigadier having received instructions to take pos^ssicin of, 
and hand over to such ofiiceis as tnay be deputed by the Nawab of Bhawnlpoor, 
the pi' 0 \’iiice 8 of Subzulcote and Bhoongbara. Proclamations to the aboVc^effect 
have -been published.*' 


16. Immediately after the execution of the turban treaty, your memorialist 
recei^'ed |X)8sossion from the kardurs of Meer Nusseer Khan of the tuppas of 
M(*hr|)Oor, Matliela and Melmrkee, and from the kardars of Meer lloostum 
Khan of the rest of Uppc'r Sind, theretofore under Meer Roostum Khan’s rule ; 
and Meer Nnsscer Khan, and tho otlier sons of Meer Moorbaruk, became the 
subjects of your meinoriHlist, as the sovereign of Upper Sind. It is not contended 
that any part of this territory became British territory, or liable to forfeiture to 
the Britisii CTOvernment, nntil after the fiattle of Meeauee in Lower Sind, which 
took place on the 17th of February 1K43. Previoue to this, the Ameers of Upper 
Sind had been pressed to enter into a treaty with the British Government to 
Cede the districts north of Roree, lying between that town and Bhoongbara and 
Subzulcote, to the Brkish Govcrnmeiii, on receiving what the Governor-general, 
in ignorance of the. value of the country, had supposed to be full compensation’ 
for the same; but that u<.aty was .in tlie course of negotiation up to the time 
when the war broke out, commencing wdth the attack on the Residency at 
flydrabad on the 14th of February 1843, three days before the battle of 
Meeanoe. 


lU. It is on the record-s of your honourable Court, that your memorialist, as a 
faithful ally of the British Govennnent, rendered important service to. the British 
forces on tlmt occasion. > 

17. Ltmg subsequently, the Governor-general, in a despatch, dated the 17th 
August 1843, to Sir C. Napier, cijfpressed hinjself regarding your memorialist as 
follows : — 

' uitfirmost. “ There can be no wish to deal otherwise than with the utmost* 'liberality 

towards Meer Ali Morad, Whatever may have been his views, he has appa- 
rently been hitherto a faithful ally. He has been so when his sudden and un- 
expected enmity, might have been' fatal to our army, and we are bound to treat 
him with the utmost consideration.”* • 

18. Meer Nusseer Khan and the other sons of Meer Moobaruk Khan having 

left tli' ir own country, joined the Ameers of Lower Sind, and took part against 
the British , army at the battle, of Meieanee. Your memorialist had previously 
joined Sir Cltar’lcs Napier with 6,000 men, and during the battle occupied, 
under the General's tyders, the ri^ht bank of the ludusjji'an'd kept off the 
Ghandans and other tribes on that side from the Britisli portion. Afterwards, 
at the battle of Hydrabad, which bbeurred on the , 24th of Mai’ch 1843, the 
hdldwers of the sous of Meer Moobaruk Khan jofnod tlie .forces of Meer Shere 
Mahomed, and again contended widi' the British. Your memorialist, during 
that battle,, by arrangement with Sir Charles Napier, again protected the British 
position from attack on the sMe of Sewah, During the remainder of the cam- 
paign witli -Sliere Mahomed, your memorialist assisted the, Brithih forces^ and 
rendered cori|»ijder.ahle service at the fort of Sukkurand in preventing Shore 
Mahomed crossing the Indus to join the other tribes who had not been engaged 
in either battle, and in driving him towards Mmor Jacob’b, fqrce, which w-as 
stationed near the Desert, to interce|»t him iii that direction: \ ; 

. , 10 . After tlie compicle dt»comfitui|e'ofiShere of your 

memorialist being no Ipnger needed in Lower Sind, he receifod Jaermission to 

proceed 









■ ,''vi‘ ''^ ' 5 




'’■.'■pVocfe4-.to ': bii ■' Meer Mwh^ukf / f<i!|S'i'’p*p(OT oiylii;: ' '.,' 

‘ -w^ i# t^e ;,c(JU0t»3^ ■•.||^i.mempriali8t; " ■ 

deftate<J ac^ the Ijid|B«';i;W:t5be.ife»k territories ; an<l ik!' g ;yffRna- 

cannot be di4pi^; M, .wh.a^^^ forieitures^of |$^iy >leer Moobaruk’s soas A^ 
had in<innfe!ii;?h^'^e part; tbe^i^W A ^ 

incurred to yoor toemamlist, as their lawful sorfreigU, and not to bis ally^ the 
British Government. Yourmemorialisthad uhddubtetUytherigbtto resume- 
the jagheets of , bis rebellious subjects, in arms againj^ hiiuself, but by "no course 
of reasoning whatever can it be shown that the British Goyerament had that 
right. Wherefore, even if your memorialist had epinraitted tlie forgery in the 
treaty of Nownabuc now imputed to him, and of whh;h he is confident tbat your 
bonunirabJe Court, on a Te-examiiiation of the papers, will acquit him ; even if 
the subsibufint treaty of the 20th December 1842, under which the kardars of 
tile 8on| of Meer Moobanik Khan surrendered to ytmr memorialist the tuppas 
of Mcerpoor, Matliela, aiid Mehurkee, were put out of consideration ; oven if 
those tuppas be regarded, at the commencement of the war in Lower Sind, as 
the lawful property of the sons of Meer, Moobanik Khan, it would lx; as hilse 
in reasoning as it is incorrect iu fact to assert, that these tuppas Ibrracd part of 
the territory in India to which the British Government was “lawfully entitled,” 
or that your memorialist, by the imputed forgery. “ obtained possession ot several 
large districts, instead of villages of the same name, greatly to the prejudice of 
the British Government, to which the said districts lawfully belonged.” 


20. But, secondly, independently of your memorialist’s original title to the 
districts in question, when tlie distribution of territory in Upper Sind was 
being made by the British Government, not as conquerors of the country, but 
as the paramount pow'er in India, rt-arrauging territory in a manner to secure 
a safe frontier, ami awarding compensation to those Ameers whose, districts were 
taken and given to others, the country in question w“.i8 confirmed to your 
memorialist irt free aift for services rendered to the British array. 


21. In a letter addressed by tli# Gox’crnor-gencral of India, dated the 19th 
September, No. 384 of 1843, to Sir Charles Napier, then Governor of Sind, 
the latter was empowered as follows : 

Second paragraph : “ My collcaguiis concur with me in thinking that it is 
expedient to leave to your Excellency tlie decision as to what particular portion 
of this tract (the country intervening between Roree and SubzulcoU?) shall be 
allotted to the British Govcruinciit, to the Nawab of Bbawnlpoor, uml to Meer 
Ali Morad, respectively.” 


22. Under this authority and the other correspondence that had taken ^IncC 
between the Governor-general and Sir Charles Wapier, the Governor of Sind, 
the latter acted, and subsequently he described what he had done, in a lettef to 
the Governor-general, dated Kurraeliee. the 18th .Tauuary 1847, No. 20, of which 
the following are extracts : — “ On the 28ih .Tune 1 made a cleat statement^ 
of his. Highness’s (meaning your nicniorialisl’s) claipi, on the 17th August his , 
Lordsliqi, the Goveriior-geueral, expressed doubts whether the Ameer Roostum 
made over his personal lands as well as those belonging to the turban to his 
brother, Meer A U Morad, and liis Lordship directed me,, pending the decision 
of this question, to take posse.s6iou of all the lands which never belonged to 
eiBter of those chiefs, which order I obeyed. On the 30th August 1843, it 
appeared, by Mr. Secretary Thomason’s letter of that date, that the view taken 
by me on the 28th June 1843 was correct. Thus tbe’douhts which had been 
eiitertapiei^ by Lord Ellenhorough (pending the decision of the 10 doctors of the 
Mabomedan College at Calcfitta) fell to, the ground, and no further orders having 
been iasued on the subject by the Supreme Govemmmtt, I considered that the 
claims of his Highness to the whole of the lands held fay Meer Roostum were 
just. He at that time had possession, of them, apd' I left matters us they stood 
pending further instouctipn^. which 1 before observed wire never received,” 

“As regards. Lord Etienboroiigh's letter on the 17th of August, I understood 
it thus:” .■ 

“ 1, That AU Morad has no jright to any territory north of Rqtee, because 
we had, by the draft treaty, seized upon the whole as a punishment to be inflicted 
on the Khy^or Ameer (meaning Meer Roostum v ). ■ ■ Moobaruk. 

iifl.' I' ''-'..•■'■'•.'.".'■‘-''■■' 84 ' V,'''- 2., That 



•V6 PAPEIilS ■■RE3UA'TI'N0^W^EEri 

IHjiew on tltji» “ 2 That fflien the battle of Meean^ made ^8 
Con^wntSoti af district al6n^ with the test), then whwete to give to hfo 

AnimASowd * rialist) the Ttirban lands in the district north of Roree, »dt i» a nght, feut’i^ a 
gift, These lands, however, were Inever made over to him -by met He fcept 
possesribn of all the lands of Mecr Roostnm by ray perK'^aibioi,, (he having 
previously taken them, because the kardars, taking advantage of the interregnum 
■caused by the flight ofRoostura, were plundering foth Ameers), till the Governor- 
general should decide upon his claims, and then he was to account fdr the reve- 
nues of any that the Government chose to return to Meer Bopstuml for the war 
had not then began, »ud after the conquest Roostum's territories became ours. 
As it had been decided at Calcutta, that his Highness (meaning your memo- 
.rialist) bad a right to all the lands made over to him by Mcer Boostum, in other 
parts of Sind, I considered, following Lord EUenborough's injunction’ to treat 
his Highness liberally, as a laitbful ally, when his disaffection might have been 
mischievous to us, that the rule should in fairness apply to that territory which 
we gave him as a reward, as well iis to that which he had in the right of the gift 
recorded in the Koran. But I have alsq to cull to the notice of your Lordriiip 
that his Highness, at much expense, led a strong force into the hills, as allies of , 
the British in 184.9, thougli in no way bound to do so by any treaty. This 
added much to the strong claims which he before had upon British liberality. 

“I have always endeavoured after the conquest to act in the sjnrit which 
produced the draft treaty, viz., that the treaty was brought about by the 
treacherous conduct of tlie (other) Ameers, and not by; a grasping desire of 
cdncjncst and of increasing our territory ; that the resistance to a punishment 
inflicted by the Supreme Government for tlxe want of faith exhibited by the 
Ameers, forced upon us the conquest, and that when masters of the whole, we 
generously gave to those wlio had been faithful, viz., the Nawab of Bbawulpoor, 
the Rajah of Julisulroere, and his Highness Ali Morad. 

“ In conclusion 1 have to observe, that nothing has been formally given by. 
me ; all remains in abeyaitce, subject to the decision of your Ijordship. 

“ I send herewith a rough sketch map made by the Collector, and Captain 
Scott will send a more correct one hereafter. Obaura, Khyrjwor, Dirkee, and 
Eraaut-wab, are the lands which Alt Morud has in his hands, but whicli are 
not his by right. Half of tlicm, however, are so by gift, according to the letter of 
Lord Ellenborough, and the whole of them according to my view of the subject ; 
a view which 1 think would have been also that of Lord Ellenborough, had the 
matter been brought to an issue before his Lordship left India. The revenue of 
these districts for 1843 and 1844 only, amounted to 1,16,285 rupees. 

“ Finally, (to sum up tlie whole 'of the above), 1 consider that all lands which 
are held by his Highness to the nefth of Roree are his by gift. 

All south of Roree are his Highness’s by right. 

“ To take from him any of the first, would, I think, be illiberal towards a 
faithfully ally. , , 

* “To take any of the last would be a breach of faith.” 

23. A’^our memorialist, without acknowledging that the battle of .Meeanee 
could have the effect contended for in the above letter, namely, of transferring to 
the British Government the districts north of Roree, of which your memoriaUst, 
their ally, was at that time the Rais, or lawful sovereign, produces the above 
letter in proof that, putting aside all other questions, he has a just title to the 
districts in question by gift. 

24) Agwn, in the paper headed “ Memorandum qf the first connexion of the 
British with Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, prepared in the Foreign Office of the 
Government of India, and made over to the Government of Bombay during'the 
recent stay of the most Noble the GoverncaS-general in Bombay, the drdt treaty 
which Sir Charles Napier had proposed your memorialist should enter into with 
the East India Company is set forth w^b remarks, tire second article of which, is 
as follows: ^ Art. 2. Bus Highness Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, is acknowledged 
as Rais, and as wiccessor to all the lands which were held by Ms Hi|;lji, 9 fi 88 Meet 
Roostum Khan Talpoor, at the time the said Meer was overthrown in the battle 
of Meeanee, and also the lands concede to his HighneHl by Meer Nusseer 
Kbaii Talpoor. These brads nre^.asi follows. , ; ; ; > ■ - 
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, “ Of Meer Kban:— 

‘‘I. WcW;<pli^;Abrtja. 

J^ow^ra. 

“4. ,^udda , 

“6. City, of jtbyrpoor. 

‘‘O.^Roree, 

*♦ 7. Renee (country of tbe Desert). 

“ 3. Nar^* , 

“ 0. Fortof Shahgurh, Sirdarghur, &c. 


“10. Obljowra. 

“ il. Kbyrpoor Durkarkce. 

“12. Emamwah. 

“ 18. 9>28th share of Shikarpore. 
“14. Mooghlee. 

“ 1 5. Chuch and Mazaicha. 

“1«, Ropah. 

“17. Boordika. 
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“ And of Meer Nusseer Khan (the eldest son of Meer Mooliarick) 

18. Meerpoor. “20. Mehurkee, and the village of 

ip.iMathela. Dadlo. 

Nos. 6, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, and 20, constitute a portion of the 
tract which was confiscated,” ('I'his is a uiistakc, they never were confiscated). 
“ In December 1842, prior to the date of the deed (meaning the 'furban treaty), 
Sir Charles proposed to give them to Ali Morad, as a reward for his fidelity, 

“ The forts of Shabgiirh, Sirdarghur, kc. (No. 9) were made over to Jessul- 
mere, and will be noticed by and by. 

“ All the above named [ilacos, including those ceded to Ali Morad by Nu.-seer 
Khun, were entered in Meer Roostum’s deed of transfer,” (the cession of the 
Turban) “ besides the following,” 4kc. 

25. The above will be sufficient to show your honourable Court that, 

S itting aside all questions of prior legal right to t^c districts of Meerpoor, 
uthelu, and wMeliurkee, the British Government, in taking upon itself to 
redistribute the territory of Upper Sind, made a gilt of those districts to your 
xnemoriiilist as a reward for his fidelity, and your memorialist confidently appeals 
to the justice of your honourable Court, not to recall and appropriate to itself 
wliat it has once given away for service rendered. 

2<J. Your memorialist now proceeds to notice the false and scaudaloas charge 
which hats been made the foundation of these harsh and not disinterested measures 
towards himself. 


27. It is well knowui to your honourable Court that yoiy memorialist was the 
youngest of three brothers, of whom Meer Roostum was the Rais or Ruler of 
tipper Sind. 

.28. Your ineinorialist was considerably younger than the other two, and in his 
minority his brothers, Meer Roostum and Meer Moobaruk, unjustly deprived 
him of a large portion of iiis hereditary jagluer, including his share of Shikarpore, 
mid the city of Khyrpoor. Meer Moobaruk was, in Ids own right, possc.ssed 
of a pci'gunuali in Upper Sind, called Mathehi, which he divided into three 
luppas or portions, called Meerpoor, Mathela, and Mehurkee. It is very 
important to hear in mind that the pergunnah of Mathela comprehends all 
three districts; and in proof of this assertion, your memorialist begs to draw the 
attention of your honourable Court to the following extract from a letter 
' addressed by Major Golduey, Collector of Upper Sind, to the' Commissioner, 
dated the 31st of July 1849, No. 440. 

“Sir, — In reply to your letter, No. 1151, of 24th iiistailt, I have the honour to 
state, that the ])ergiiunalis of Meerjioor and Mehurkee were, under the Meers, 
distinct portions or the large p,crgunnah of Mathela.” 8haik Alii Hussaia 

Y liiade the same 

29. Meer Moobaruk died in July 1839, and his eldest son, Meer Nusseer stateroent before 

Khan, succeeded to his father’s hereditary property, and retained possession of Cominission, as 
the territory his father had usurped from your memorialist. * 

30. Subsequently, in January 1840, your menioriaiist succeeded, through the 
late Mr. Ross Bell, then the Political .Agent of the British Government in Upper 
Sind^ in recovering some of his villages from Meer Nusseer Khan;- 

31. The disputes between your memorialist and liis brother and nephews 
continued until the month of September 1842, when Meer Nusseer Khan 
wantonly burnt some villages of your memorialist, Tliis led to a battle between, 

11 8. C their 
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Paper# on the their respective forces at a place called NbwnaWr/ in wl^iA yc^rttStiSSjbrijiUst 
ConfiKa^B of victorious. Meer NusscerKhao and liis brother, Mc^r MaHo’inea Alli» wbre 

^ffl«tt*Air]Vbrad. mercy of your memorialist, when Mecr Roostum Khan interposed and 

* arranged a treaty, which was thereupon written by Syud, named Peer Ali 

(iohur, in a Koran of your memorialist, and to which Meer Rpostuqi Khan, 
Mecr Nusseor Khan, and Moor Ali Ackbar Khan put thtir seals, 

02. By this treaty, commonly called the Nownahur treaty, it is said that Meer 
Roostum made over to your memorialist seven of In’s own villages, and that 
Meer Nusscer transferred to your memorialist two other villages called 
“ Matilda ” and “ Dadaloo.” 

3:<. Your memonalist, on the other hand, asserts that Meer Nusseer made 
over to him on that occasion the purgunnah, not the village, of Matilda, 
inchuliiig the three tuppas of Meerpore, Mathela, and Mehurkee. 

34. It will, at the very outset of the discussion, suggest itself to your 
honottvalde Court, that such a treaty must first have been written in draft; 
secondly, that Meer lloostmn and Mtter Nusseer must have kept copies of it. 
Indeed, one of the stipulations in it is that Meer lloostnm sliould depute a 
vakeel to get the treaty sanctioned by tlio British authorities. Tlte treaty was 
discussed and agreed to in the pre.sence of numbers of chiefs of both parties. 
Shaik Ali Hoosscin states tliat he had a copy made expressly to deliver to Captain 
Brown, and another cojiy made for Towur Mull, a moonshoe in the employ 
of .Major (ilihhorn ; and it would seem of itsedf obvious that a pubic treaty, 
made on tlu' held of battle, iu the presmice of the friends and retainers of both 
parties, could not be altered subsecjiieutly by your memorialist’s direct ous, and 
pur gun ualis substituted fqj’ villages, without certain and irmnediate detection. 

36. It will be seen from the following extract from tlie Digest of Intelligence 
of Captain Brown, Assistant Political Agent in Upper Sind, from the 20th to 
the 26th of September i!s42, that your memorialist was unable to obtain posses- 
sion of the territory ceded to him by the treaty of Nownahur. “ It appears that 
the Ameer (meaning your memorialist) had sent his mother and aunt to Mi'er 
Roostum Khan, to o.tuleavour to persuade him to act up co the agreement lately 
written in Ali Morad’s Koran. In this, however, they failed, and, on the contrary, 
the chief calls upon Meer Ali Morad to restore Bubbaloo and the other 
villages, the right to which, after being so long disputed, had been given iu his, 
Ali Morad’s, favour. * 

36. The circumstance here reconied is of extreme importance, for even the 
bitterest of your memorialist’ dvi rsaries will acknowledge the improbability of 
his venturing to alter the treaty oficr tlic above negotiation for its porfonuance. 

37. Your memorialist, however, has been declared guilty of altering it mainly 
on the evidence of Shaik Ali Hoosscin, formerly your memorialist’s mmistcr ; of 
I'eer Ali Gohur, the writer of the treaty ; and of one Towar Mull, a person first in 
Major Clibborn’s employ as a news-collector, and afterwards in ihe employ of tlie 
British Government. 

88. Of these persons, the two former had incurred your memorialist’s extreme 
displeasure, and had been ignominiously expelled his terntory*. Tlie tliird, * 
Towar Mull, was in gaol muier sentence of four years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour on the roads, and was brought up from gaol for the purpose of giving 
liis evidence. Another felon, named Jokirani, was also brouglit from gaol to 
testify against your memorialist, Wbut was not examined ;«ail these persons 
stipulated for and expected large rewards as the price of their testimony, and had 
the strongest personal interest in proving your memorialist guilty of the imputed 
forgery. Meor Mahomed Hoossein, the eldest son of Meer Roostum, at the time 
of the inquiry an exile at Bhawalpoor, also presented himself to the Commis- 
sioners, and afterwanls ad<lre.‘.sed Government, claiming a reward as for a gteat 
service rendered. 

3!). The Commissioners acknowledge that the testimony of these witnesses, 
with the exception, it is presumed, of Meer Mahomed Hoossein, would be of very 
little value if uncorroborated by collateral proof, observing, that “ in such a 
case as this, direct evidwee is not to be expected from witnesses of une-veeption- 
ahle character and motives ; it thus becomes necessary to take such as is pro- 
curable. 
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40* Tbe Honourablis Mr. Wilioufjliby in like manner, in the twelfth para, of iiMeerAUSIorw^ 
his minute, bbservesi “ It is true that the witnesses are reputed to be notorious ““ 
and unscrajmions' intriguers ; they are, by their own showing, accessories in the 
alleged fraud,' and they are now at bitter eamity with AH Morad. It is, there- 
fore, just possible that they may have conspired to get up this charge against 
himj but the particularity and consistency of their statements, ami the concur- 
rence of tlie collateral circiinistanccs, arc so strong as hardly to Ijc'-overborue 
by tlu’se considerations and the Right honourable the Governor-general, 

Ixrd BaUiousic,. in his minute confirming the conclusion the Commissioners 
hftfl arrived at, observes upon the evidence of these persons in the following , 
terms: — 


}f file case against the Ameer had rested merely on the testimony of Shaik 
Ali Hoossein and Peer Ali Gobur, foimorly the confidential servants of bis 
Highness, and now his accusers, or if the direct evidence of these men had been 
supported only by handwriting produced by impressions of seals sworn to, or by 
the evidence of third parties, wlio might have been schooled and influenced by 
them, I should have been reluctant to convict the Meer. The skill with whicli 
such testimony can be manufactured, and the case with which it can be obtained 
in eastern countries* are too notorious to admit of my placing any reliance u|H»n 
it, if it had stood alone.” 


41. It is, therefore, confessedly necessary to test the statements of the wit- 
nesses by collateral proofs, and that your memorialist will 'proceed to do, coii- 
fidciit that he will satisfy every unprejudiced mind that the charge ngaimt him 
is the re.sult of a foul c<tns|jiracy, for which revenge and the prospect of large 
rewards furnished the amplest motives. 

42, Shaik Ali Hoosscin, the })rinci|>al witness, deposed before the Coinniis- 
sioiicr, on the 2 ()th of April 1850, as follows (ou being asked what lie /tnno* *knowB, 
about the figlu at Nownahur). “ Meer Ali Morad Khan and Meer Nusseer 
Khan having had a dispute about the village of Soondcrbugla, which led to, a 

fight near Nownaliiir, Meer Mahomed Ali Khan and Moor Ghoolain Mahomed 
Khan, ti:c son of Meer Roostum Khan, came out to opposr' Meer Ali Morad 
Khan, and wo suiTcuuded them with oiir troops. Meer Roostum Khan then, 
leaving his sons and nephews, came forward alone to Ali Morad, iti oi'der to 
p\it a slop to the (lislurhance. lie told Meer Ali jMtrad that it was a bad 
thing to fight ; hut he rcjdied, that he had expended a great deal of money in 
the quarrel, and wotdd not therefore make peace for nothing. Meer Roostum 
Khan tlien gave him i;»eveu villages of liis own, and Dadlaon the part of Meer 
Niitscer Khan, and Matliela on that of Meer Mahomed Alec Khan, and made 
a writing to that effect in the Kotan, slating at the same time that he woidd send 
his vakeel, and get the arrangement sanctioned by the British Govenmicnt. 

Peace was tlius restored, Meer Roo.stum Khan afHxing his own seal to the 
writing, and sent Peer Ali Gohur with Mirza Jtdhance to MeerNusseer Khan, 
and Meer Ali IJkhhar, and Meer Mahomed Ali, to got them to aflix their 
seals also. A man of Jus soon afterwards returned, staling that Meer Nusseer 
Khau refused to put his seal to it. Meer Roostum Khan tbeti went himself and 
g(jt tlie seals of Meer Nusseer Khau and Meer Ali Ukhbar affixed to the 
engagement, and then sent the Koran* to Meer Ali Morad. The latter then 
ordered me to let Meer Mahomed Ali and Meer Gholam Mahomed go. Ali 
Morad remained there that night, and the following day proceedetl towards 
Decjeo-Ka-Kute with his array. The day after I went from thence to Buhhalow, 
and the following day 1 took the Koran and a letter from the Meer, with a copy 
(of tJie treaty) to Captain Brown. Tlie Koran was show n to him and the copy 
given for the records. Afterwards the proclamation was iesued by the British 
fioveitiment in December 1842, and Sir Charles Napier arrived at Sukkur and 
sent orders that from that season's khureef crop, all the country north of Roree, 
belonging to the Meers of Khyrpoor, would be taken possession of by tho British 
Govenanem, with the exception of what belonged to Meer Ali JSlorad ; or if 
any iof Meer Ali Morail's was taken, other places would he given in exchange 
for ijt. At the time a letter was written by. Sir Charles Napier to Meer Ali 
Me^ad, requiring him to state whether he had any country north of Roree, to 
, 118 . c 2 which 
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which he replied; that be had thevillages, of Oadlhp^ , „ „ , .. . „ „ , 
toother ^ith th^ pei^unnah of Mateela, ehd at the 
word deb ” (village) before Matbeia into ** pnygunneh,’*^ (^tne$f .M0^£ dbc 
Aaw fA/s was ddne). ' ' ■ ■ . ■ > 

48. Peer Ali Gohur, examined on the same day, deposed moste’ bt'iefly: to l|»e 
same effect; a part of his deposition is as follows; “ Sometime Pilfer tfii8\(mcan'- 
ing the Jiiownahur treaty), when the proclamation was issued b^ the British 
Government about the annexation of the country, the word (deli) signifying 
village, win altered in the treaty to ‘ purgunnah,’ and in doing this the paper 
was spoiled.” 


44, Thus it will be seen that both the witnesses state, that the alteration of 
“the village” of Mathela into “the purgtinnah” of Mathela.was made , by 
your memorialist after the issuing of the proclamation about the annexation of 
the country, and indeed by reason of that pvoelaihation. * . 


45. In attem])tin^ to try this evidence by its internal probability, it is remark.- 
able that the Commissi<»ners should not have considered tthether Sir Charles 
Napier’s proclamation, or the state of things at tlmt tiine, furnished a sufficient 
motive for your memoriuHst to commit the fprgery imputed to him. 


46. It has been alreatly pointed out, that that proclamation did not affect the 
district in which the purguunali of Mathela, or the three ttippas of Meerpoor, 
Mathrla and Melmrkee were situated. The Commissioners did not send for the 
proclamation, and make it an exhibit in the inquiry. The}' did not correct the 
mis-statomenl of Shaik Ali Hoossein and Peer AU Gohur as to its cffect, and 
they evidently were under the impression, at the close of the inquiry, that the 
proclamation had in fact confiscated all the country north of Roree, 


47. In the same tnauner the Honourable Mr. Willoughby observes, “ The 
original treaty of Nownahur was written on the 9th Shabati 1258 (15th 
September 1842). Thojraud- was committed on the issue of the proclamation 
confiscating Subzalcote and Bhoongbara.” 

48. The Governor-general, in like manner misled as to the nature of the pro- 
clamation (which in reality was no confiscation at all, but an allocation of terri- 
tory to Nawab of Bhawulpore, for which compensation was to be given to the 
Ameers), expresses himself as follows : 

“The Honourable Mr. Blanc has raised a question as to the date at which the 
forgery was committed, with the view, as I understand, of founding upon it the 
argument, that if committed pr^ious to the issue of the proclamation, 18th 
December 1842, confiscating ,tlie t'-rritory, then the fraud was against his 
brother Ameers, and the British Oovernmeut has nothing to do with it. 

“ I urn not prepared to admit, that even if the forgery were committed in the 
short interval between the I5tli of September 1842 and 1 8th of December 1842, 
the Britisij Government would not have a right to call Ali Morad to account for 
a fraudulent act that indirectly deprived them of territory which would otherwise 
have been theirs by the proolatnatiou of December 1842, just as they now call 
him to account for au act that has filched such teiTitory from them directly.” 


49. This, as has been shown above, is an entire misconception, but even if it 
had been otherwise, the Turban treaty, making over precisely the same districts 
to your memorialist, manifestly removed any motive for the forgery, if the pro- 
clamation indeed had furnished one. The proclamation was datw 18th Decera- 
Wr 'k^42. A great number of copies were made for the purpose of being posted 
up and distributed, and it is not improbable that it was not made public until the 
following day, or even later. The Turban treaty, on the other hand, was 
executed bn the 20th Decemlier 1842, at Dejee-Ka-Kote, about 60 miles from 
Sukkur, and before the proclamation had reached so for, and the following 
memorandum of intelligence, written by Major Ciibborn on 19th‘December 
1842, will cotictosi.vely.show your bouqurab’le Cpnrt thitt theTurbaia had been 
offeicd to your memorialist prior to tile date of Sir C. Najder’S proclamatibn. 

“ December 19th, 1842. — Meer RocAtum Khan sent a dastkhnt the day bb%o . 
yesterday to Meet AU .Murad, at l)ejce-Ka-Kote, ^yiiig,’* yon not. at^tb^ 
well in separating yoitrhelf from us; the Kaffirs are taking oUi* Country frojoi 

'us; 
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^l8^^l^nd it if yoa took the Ppggreo (the turban) at ouce; liidd; w»^»B tW*^^ j 

• keep the yopt owa possession ; we will make it over to you/’ 3it®er 

' Ali ldora<i'l^ot “ an'answer, reouiring Futteh Mahomed Ghoree to be sent to Ameer Ali Morad. 
him. Futteh Mahomed went early yesterday to Dejee. At noon yesterday Meer • — . ; ’ 

Eoostuid B^<his wife (mother of Meer Mahomed ttoossein) and three daughters 
with Korans th Meet AU Morad, desiring hospitality for Hjc ladies and children 
of the Amefeis in the fort of Dejee,'and imploring him to join them ; and again 
l*eei! Ali Gohur recommended that Meer Nusseer Khan and Mahomed Hoossein 
should immedliately be sent to make their submission 10 M'er AU Morad, in 
their own and' Meer Roostum’s name, and to declare tlieir inte .lion of abiding 
entirely by Jiis (AU Morad's) decision in extremity. The above Ameers have, 
iii edmpanv with Peer Ali Gohur, proceeded to ley the Puggree before Meer* 

Ali Morad at jDejee,” 


50. /These circumstances of themselves must prove to your honourable Court’s 
satislaction that th^supposed forgery of the treaty of Nownalmr conld uot have 
been made between the interval of Sir C. Napier's proclamation, making over 
Subtialcbte and Bhoongbara to the Nuwub of BhawalpOor, and the treaty, ceding 
the Turban and districts to your moniorialist, being signed. It is then for his 
accusers, or those who adopt their views, to point out what posrilde' object he 
could have had in committing a forgery sitter the Turban treaty had been signed, 
making over to him the very districls which it was the olyect of the pi'etended 
forgery to confer on him. 

61. Tlie Ilonourdble Mr. Blane has pointed this out in the following words, 
tliough the very reasoning be employs should have mside liim distrust tlie fact of 
any aln-vation liaving taken place in the treaty at all. 

“There is no reason, I think, for doubt that the treaty of peace, dated Iftth 
September 1842, transcribed in the Koran after the battle of Nownalmr, has been 
clandestinely altered from what it originally was, 'and probably in the manner 
deposed to by Sheikh Ali Hoossein and Peer Ali Gohur. 

“ 2. The period of and motive to the said alteration is less clear. 

“ 3. In the fifth beading of the summing up by the Commission, in paragrapii 
8, tliey allude to the possibility 'that the tampering with the treaty had been 
commenced at an earlier period after the battle of Nownahur than the date of the 
proclamation annexing the districts north of Roree to the Khan of iShawulpoor, 
and in the eightli heading advert to tlie iimlusion of the pergutmahs of Mathela 
and Moerpoor in the latter* treaty in December 1842, in the Koran, by which *Jaier. 
tile Turban was ceded by Meer Itoostuni to Meer Ali Morad, observing,’ that 
‘ had that circumstance stood alone tliey might be disposed to admit the Meer’s 
explanation, that it was intended to make assurance doubly sure,’ &c. 

“ 4. But in weighing the value of these cii-cumstances, it docs not appear to 
have occurred to tTicm that unless the alterations were made before the 20th 
December 1842, the ilatc of the latter compact, which has always been recognised 
and upheld by us, there could have been no object in the alteration at all, and, 
that if 80 made, then that the motive to it conld not have been any treachery or 
fraud towards the British Government,” 


62. But the above reasoning derives strong confirmation from the fact, over- 
looked indeed by the Commission and all the confirming authorities, namely, 
that prior to the Turban treaty your memorialist ha^' been unable to obtain 
jiossession of any jiart of the territory ceded to him by the treaty of Nownalmr, 
whilst, under the Turban treaty, and within a very few days of its being sealed, 
the pergunnah of Mathela, or the districts of Mathela, Meerpoor, and 
Meliurkce were actually delivered up by the kardars of Meer Nusseer Khan to 
your memorialist. What possible object after this could your memorialist have 
in committing' a forgery in the treaty of Nownahur, a treaty extorted at the 
point of the sword, and which Meer* Roostum and. Meer N'ussecr Khan had 
always refused to fulfil? Captain Pope mentions this fact in his liitter to 
,F. 'FhomiboQ, esq., S^etury to the Government oft India, dated the 24th 
October 1843, in the following words: “ His Highness” (meaning your inemo- 
riahsi) never ttjppcars to have obtained possession of the places thus (under the 
iNnwhajhuT treaty) ceded till the whole country came temporarily into his 
possession in January 1843.” 

n 8 . c 3 53 . Moreover, 
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Paiwreonthc 58, MolWer, It is riot to b© forgotitca, t^t Sir C. Napirifj ott the 
tiTllwiloriw of addressed his letter to the Araeers of Upper Sind* eridosiag: 

j^niecr Ali Momd. treaty which the Governor-general had forwarded fbr 

■ — their acceplatice, and that all the Ameers had sent their vakeeb' from Hyderabad 

and Lower Sind to his camp at Sukkur, and were liable to be called upon at any 
time {’or explanation regarding tlicir several districts, and to produce tlnnr 

E roofs. After several interviews with Sir C. Napier, without any Snal decision 
iviiig been come to, they were ordered to await tlie arrival of Major Outram, 
then ‘expected from Horn hay. 

54. SnbgctjueiJtly Major Oufrain was sent to Khyrpoor to meet the Ameers, 
and the following circular was addressed to them by Sir Charles Napier on the 
occasion ; — 

“Camp, Ernaum-Ghur, 15 Januaiy 184.3. 

“1 liave directed Major Outram to proceed to Khyrpoor on, the 20th ^^a.y of 
January 184:t, where he will meet you and the other Am^rs of hoth. Upper 
and Lower Sind, or yonr vake<-ls, as inuyseem best to your Highness «ind High- 
nesses respectively ; but in tlie latter case, 1 insist upon it, tliat sueih vakeel as 
any Ameer may send, shall liave full powers to treat with Major Outram ; and 
it any valrt-’el shall declare that lie has not such powers, I will exclude him from 
the meeting, and consider tliat Ids master refuses to treat, and I will enter the 
tenitories of such Ameer witli the troops under ray orders, and take possession of 
them ill the name of lira British Government. Moreover, I solemnly pledge 
my word for the perfect .security and freedom of all the Ameers and their vakeels 
so assembled, to meet my commissioner. Major Outram, to wiiom on my part I 
have delegated all the powers vested in me by the Governor-general.” 

55. The above was enclosed in the following letter, a idressed hy Major 
Outram to Mcer Mahomed Ilussaii Khan, Meer Mahomed Khan, and to Mecr 
Nusscer Khau : — 

“ In .sending the enclo^:■^i circular letter from Major-general Sir C. Napier, I 
write to say that it is much preferable that you come personally to Kliyrpoor ; 
otherwise send your vakeels entrusted with full powers to act on your behalf. 1 
shall he at Khyrpoor on the 20th .laiiuary 184:{, or IK Zil Utjjee, 12.58; and 
Meer Koostuni Khan vvil' also be there, with the chiefs who accompany him. 

P.iS. — lo-day is the 17th bf January, and this cossvid will occupy three days 
beyond that time on his journey ; and you caunot, therefore, 1 am aware, arrive 
at Khyrpoor by the 20tJi instant, but you must make th(f utmost dcsiiatch you can.” 

56 . Common .sense would seem to indicate, that whilst these things were in 
progre.'S, your memorialist and nw ticvisers could not have entertained the idea 
that it would be possible to produce, with success, a forged treaty before Sir C. 
Napier or Major Outran), in ihe presence of all the otlier Araeers and their 
vakeels, either for tin* purpo.se of claiming title to the districts themselves, or 
obtaining comp-ensation for them, if the British Government desired them to be 
given up, 

57, I'he two following extracts from letters of Colonel Outram, written at this 
very peinKl to Sir Charles Napier, without the whisper on any side of a forgery 
having been committed, will show your honourable Court, that your memo- 
rialist ut the time was claiming, without denial or opposition, the districts of 
Matilda, Meerpoor, .anti Mehurkce, the annual income of which was 1,50,000 
rupet*.s, and tliat Colonel Outram was, on the 18fh January 1843, thoroughly 
iifquainted with tlie nature of your memorialist's cldini. Tliese letters are the 
mi're important, because tliey' are written with a ‘very adverse spirit to your 
memorialist, and evince a strong endeavour to cut down bis claims on every 
point on which an objection could be taken. 

Extract from letter No. 27, dated Ueejee, January 18th, 1,8,43 :— ?• 

“ It may he necessary, by the bye, to obtain sanction of thii: Governor-general 
to mulcting Niisseer Ehiiu, of Hyderabad, of his share of ^bikaritove, or at least 
of such portion of it as ma^ not be paid fdr hy the relin(|ui*hed tribute T-tfeat js; 
to the value of his share, of Kurrachee,, w'ldch is all that is be$id<^ Ihnitt 
Nusseer Khan, his sha^' <if Sbikarpore being valued at exactly brie Ike, 
to his share of tribute. The fourth share of Kurrachee being .26,00b rripees, is, 

♦ ' ■ ■ 'all 
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sW Nnssieer lCha9 irouM stiffer in addition to Ms ^are of Subzulkote, 
ilOt equal lo vHat Roosium.and Nusseer (of K%rpoor) suffer in the shares of 
Bukkur and tiie territory between that place and Bhawul Khati^s boundary, 
even slsould All Morad relinquish his territorial olairns on them, in consideration 
of obtaining Shiijkarpore (i. e., two lacs of annual revenue.) ” 

' “ No. 33. 


’ “ My dear Sir Charles, “ Khyrporc, 24 January 1843. 

“ Brown has arrived and delivered your letter of yesterday. • I 'had hoped 
♦hat by the transfer of the llydrabad Atiieer’s four-sevenths share of Shikarpore, 
we might have provided the means hy which the chiefs of the upper couniiy 
might nave been enabled to support themselves and their followers ; but a better, 
knowledge of the resources of the country and ihc extent of what we have eon- 
Bscated, which the investigation winch 1 have just been engaged in has given 
me, shows, that a satisfactory arrangement is impossible, or any^ whieli wo can 
expect the other parties willingly, if at all, to accede to, after, in addilioii to what 
has been appropriated of tlie Ameers’ territory, ‘assigning to Meer AH Morad 
what has been pledged to him, viz., one-fourth of the remaining territory of 
Upper Sind, as his perquisite as Rais, besides his fourth as colieir of ihe former 
sovereign, Meer Sobrab (with IVJccrs Rnostum, Gholam IJydcr find Moobaruk 
Khans, the twe^latter deceased, but their heirs in possession of their estfites). 

“ The accompanying schedule, prepared under my predecessor, Mi'. Bell, and 
which I have since tested by <'very information I could obtain, gives a very lair 
estimate of the revenues of Upjier Sind, showing a tohd of Jh. 20,3!>,500, 
which at the time wc entered Sind, and became guarantee for the poss(;s« 
sions of each chief, was thus divided, viz. 


Meet Roosium Khan 
Meer Ali Morad 
Sons of Meer Gholam Hyder 
Sons of Meer Moobaruk 


j Jis. 

- I 11,13,000 

- j 2,05,500 

- : 1,54,600 

- ! 4,70,300 


Rs. I 20,30,600 


“ I enclose an abstmet, also taken fnim the schedule, giving the possessions 
wliich Iiave now been taken from the Ameers, i.e., Sukkur and Roree, and the 
country on the eastern side of the river aliove Roree, amounting in value to 

R.«.o.i 0,600. 

“ The balance which now remains to the Ameers of Upper Sind is 
Rs. 14,29,000 ; and you are bound, 1 believe, to make good to Ali Morad his 
share of the ceded country which he claims to the value of /?«. 1,60,000 for 
territory which was coded to him, it appears, by a late treaty” (meaning the 
Nownahur treaty), “ and «hich in addition to his original territory of Rt). 2,95,000, 
gives him jff.y. 4,46,000 ; added to this you are, I believe, pledged to give him 
one-fourth of the remaining property of Upper Sind, or of JU. 14,29,000,= 
7?#. 3, ,'57,260 ; total, Rg. 8,02,250.” 

58. Major Outram left Kliyrpoor about the . end of January 1843, and came to 
Hyderabad, and there he had several personal interviews with Meer Koostnm and 
Meer Nusseer Khan, of Khyrfjoor, regarding their own rights and those of your 
memorialist, and the other public matters connected with the territory of Upper 
Sind then in discussion. 

59. Your memorialist would ask what were these Ameers and their vaketds 
doing during all these discussions, that your memorialist’s claim, supported hy u 
forged treaty, was uot repudiated by them ? The forgery, if made at all, was 
made to advance this claim, and the forged treaty must have been produced to 
sustain it, and no one of the Ameers, hostile as they all were to your memorialist, 
disputed either the claim itself or the gtmuineness of the treaty on wltich it was 
founded. No one at t^t time, though many were l^ud in. their complaints 
agaiustyour u3emqrialist,.):t!tised. a whisper of forgery against^ him, or denied his 

the; districts of Meerpore, Mathela aha Mehurkee. If these eifemft- 
atane^ which, strange to say, excite not a remark from the Commissioners or 
the confirming authorities, be reflected upon, it will be apparent to your 
^ iiS, ' C4 honourable 


f^pm on the 
Gonfocitien of 
the Terrjlodcs of 
Anieer Ah Mcrttd. 



.^4 PAPEa$ RELATING TOi AMEER AEI MORAD! 

BapersontJw honourable Court that the charge of forgery is utterly baseless ; that, it wa^ 
Confi»cati»B of vrbolly without an ol^ect, aod could noL possibly have escaped detectbn 
Amw Ali^wd. during the conferences with the Ameers ; and that if perpetrated, in fact, it would 

* not have been left to your inemoriulist^ dismissed minister to be the first to 

bring it to the notice of the British Government. 

fiO. Testing this still further by the nature of the imputed forgery itself, your 
memorialist is accused of having attempted to convert the word, Bii Murzee ” 
(of my own free will) into Mehurkee and the leaf of the Koran on which 
this part of the Nownaliur treaty is said to have been written, was produced 
before the Commission, Exhibit No. 2, a translation of which marked A. No. 
is with the Exhibit of the Comudssion. 

• 61 . By this translation it will be seen that the word ** Bu Murzee ” has not 

actually been converted into “ Mehurkee,” and that it is still translated ‘‘of my 
own free will;*’ and Major I.ang bus described the extent of the aUeratioit in the 
following note appended to the translation : — “ The word ‘ deh’ appears to have 
been altered to ‘ purguiiuah;’ and in attempting to make ‘Bu Murzee’ into 
‘ Mehurkee, ’ the paper seems to have been spoilt.” ‘ 

62. Now to convert the Persian word deb” into “ pergupnali.” it w'as con- 
fessedly quite vmneces.sarv to make any erasure, and any J^ersiah scholar will 
satisfy your honourable Court of* this ; and the letter of Major Goldhey, of the 
31st July 1'849, to the Commissioner of Sind, before quoted, %lso establishes 
that your memorialist could have supported liis claim to the tuppus of Meerpoor, 
Mathola, and Mehurkee, by the word “ pergunnah of Matliela ” alone, within 
wlucli tlicy are ail com prised. 

8.3. Shiak Ali Hoosscin, in his evidence before the Commission on the 20th 
of April 1850, admits the same tact. 

“ Q. Has it ever been customary in this province to designate a pet^^unnah 
a tuppa, or vicfi rersd? — No, Lbebeve not; but if tuppa had been written in 
tliis ease, it must liave bei u entered before each place, whereas by writing per- 
gunnah it included all." 

04. Wliat possible object then could yoUr memorialist havohad in attempting 
to convert the word “ Bu Murzee” (of my owu free will) into “Mehurkee,” one 
of the three tu])pas, which would by accessary implication cut down the effect of 
the word purgunnah ” before Mathela, and would then have excluded the 
tuppa of Meorpore ? 

65. It will not have escaped ypur honourable Court’s attention, that not a 
single person knows or affects * liinow ahytliing of the hand by wliich the first 
alleged forgery, the nature aud 4*.xt.ent of which has been adverted to, was made. 
No one says that he wa.s present and saw it done, aud, indeed, from the evidence 
giving the history of the second imputed forgery, Shaik Ali Hoossein and J^eer 
All Gohuv would. app<;ar to deny having seen the first until some months after- 
wards, and yet Shaik Ali Hoossidn was before Sir Charles Napier and Major 
Outram in the conferences of December and January, on behalf of your memo- 
rialist, and had the Nownahur treaty with him. This fact should not be 
forgotten when reading the account of the second forgery, and examining the 
alleged extracted leaf itself. 

(JO. Shaik All Iloo.sscin describes the second forgery, and the reason of it, 
■hefon: the Commission, on the 20th April 1850, as follows: — 

“ About this time it reached the care of Captain Pope, that some forgery had 
bet a made in the Koran containing the treaty, and* he, therefore, .sent for it for 
the purpose of examining it. When I saw the Koran, 1 found great erasures in 
it, which could not escape detection, and asked tlieiMoor how I could show it in 
that state to Captain Pope. Thc 'Mcer also became perplexed, and after much 
consideration proposed that, as the treaty was written on four pages, and the 
alterations and erasures had wily been made in the first, and the otte containing 
the seals was perfect, the first leaf should be taken out, and another Written by 
peer Ali (ioliur, and substituted for it. I then replied, that I cduhl Hot assist 
or advise in anything of this kiud, hut lie might do as he liked, and #ipuld 
come to Buhlieclow and send tuy moonshee Bushnrut Alice to bring the' 
to me when it was reads. Meer AH' Morad then sent for Peer AU Gdhur 

to 
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. 40 ' Khyppopr, attd told him to write a fair copy of that page' of the treaty in 
whidh the words “pergunnah Meerpore, Matbela bamar Mfehwkee” w^re 
inserted. Peer Ali Gohur dinilined' to do sc, but Meer All Morad Klitui 
said, he would be lesponsible for wbut lie did, and Peer Ali Gohur then told 
him to give him a writing to that effect in the hand of Shaik Ali Hoossein, 
agreeing, that if this ever came to the knowledge of the British Governmcni., 
Meer Ali Morad would be responsible. The Meer then sent Futteh Mahomccl 
Toshakjee to me at Bubbinlow, and told me that Peer Ali Gohur besitoted to 
write what was wanted, and required a sunud to the above eftect,.and, tbere- 
fore, to write one for him, and send it (o the Meer, that he might seal it and 
give it to him. Upon tin's I wrote the suund as directed, and sent it to the 
Meer. Peer Ali Gohur also wrote to me, that the Meer was frightening him, 
and .threatwittg to disgrace him if he did not write the paper for him, and there-’ 
fore asked me what he was to do. I sent him a reply to the effVot, that he was 
helpless, an^ his character at stake, and tlrerefore to take tlie writing from tlie 
Meer, absolving him from responsibility, and make the entry required. PeerAU 
Gohur then did this, and the extracted jmpernlso remained loose in the Koran. 
The Meer then sent me the Koran by the hands of Busharut Ali, who also told 
me all that had been done as related above. I then took the Koriut to Captain 
Pope, who examined it, but did not detect -any forgery. The extracted paper, 
however, having been left in the Koran by mistake, fell out into his hands, and he 
asked me what it was. Being at the time in the Sjcrvice of Ali Morad Khan, I 
replied, that it was probably some rough copy, and he then replaced it in the Kt>ran, 
and did not entertain any suspicion about it. After this I went to Bubburloo, 
and I took out the two extracted leaves and kcj)t them by me, and sent the 
Koran to Meer Ali Morad Khan. A dispute afterwards took place between 
the Meer and myself, on account of my telling him that the British Government 
was very kind to him, and it was tberetore improper on his part deceitfully to 
appropriate any of its possessions, which I recomuicuded him in consequence to 
restore. This did not however please the Meer, and I afterwards mentioned the 
circumstance to Captain' Malct, together with other matters involving the 
interest of Government. When the Governor, Sir Charles Napier, returned to 
Sukkur from the Hill campaign, Captain Malet informed him of what 1 had 
said, and Captain Brown, by his directions, asked mo about the leaves extracte<l 
from the treaty of Nownahar, wdiiclj I had mentioned to Captain -Mulct. In 
reply I related the circumstance to him, and he asked me for the leaves. I did 
not, however, think that it was the pleasure of the gentlemen at tfjat time to 
recover the right of Government, and 1 therefore said tliat I certainly had them, 
but I was not certain whether they had been sent away with i»y property to 
Mooltan, or were lying among some of my other papers. I said however that I 
would look for them and send them afterwards, I then went to Mooltan, and 
from thence 1 sent a petition, on the 10th of May, to the Governor-general, 
Lord Hardinge, and also another, dated on the 6th of the sjune month, to the 
address of Sir Charles Napier, at Kurrachce. In these I wrote that Meer Ali 
Morad Khan had appropriated districts rightfully belonging to the British 
Government of the value of ten lacs of rupees annually, I added, that I was 
ready to show this if any one ajkcd me about it. but I did not receive any reply 
to these communications. Two yiars afterwards I visited Kurrachee and went 
to the Governor, who sent Mt)oiishee Ali Ukbar to me to get information ,ou 
two points,; one of these was about the treaty of Nownahur, on which subject he 
asked me to communicate all I knew'. I related all the circumstances, and stated 
that I had both of the extracted leaves in my possossibn, and would bring them 
when required. The Governor sent for them, and 1 took them to him. Moonshee 
Towur Mull was sent to nie formerly by Major Ciibborn to get a copy of the 
treaty of Nownahar», and I gave him a copy of it, as it was originallyA with- 
out any allusion to pergunnahs in it.’’ 

07. Peer Ali Gohur, examined on tlie same day, confirmed the above state- 
ment as follows : ** Some time after tliis, wheb the proclatnatiuii was issued by 
the British Government about the annexation of tbq country, the word *deh' 
(signifying village) was altered in the treaty to ‘ liergunmth,’ and iu doing this 
the paper was spoiled, I was then sent for, and told to take out the leaf and 
wi!i^:4 one. I refused lio«vever to do tin's, and tl»e Meer Sahib insisted on 
my doi(ug it. I therefore wrote to Sheikh Ali Hnssoin on the subject, and he 
told me m reply that the Meer had made Iiiin write a papCr for me about this, 
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Papery poj^ tud flieref^ye p get this frowi; him. , rTW^M^eir Sahib: gB«£^ this w' ^ 
iKeSori^of and, Me me eratet it on the blaak next ta the oae that had he«» iiyflim' 
AmewAUMowi *nd[ taken oat, t|)e words that had heeo written on it. I scat * the paper which 
— the Meer Saheh gave me to the Sirkar. Sheikh AU Hoossetn sent a oopy of 'ithe 
treaty, when it was first entered into, for the Government records^ and i^erelS^e 
send for him and make inquiries about this. Tliree days after I had written 
the new page in the Koran, Captain Pqpe came to Khyrpoor and asked me 
whether the handwriting was mine, to which I replied, that it was. This is all 
J kmw on tbe.wibject.” 

68. Tliis is alt the evidence before the Commission (excepting the cross and 
fuither questioning of the same witnesses) as to tlie origin, cause, history:, and 
perpetmtion of the second forgery of which your memorialist has Iwaen, believed 
pl^uilty. Standing by itself, and considering all the circumstances of the time, 
it must be acknowledged to be a most incredible tale, but its utter falsehood, and 
worthlessness will be exposed by comparing it witli the Sind records alone. 

C9. Captain Pope was the Collector and Magistrate of Sukkur, and he saw 
the Nownahur treaty on the occasion of his being dejmled to Khyrpcmr in 
August 1843.^ Tbe exact object of his visit, and the cause of it, will be shown 
by the following correspondence, and will satisfy your honourable Court that 
Captain Pope sent for fhe Nownahur treaty not in. consequence of any rumour of 
a forgery, in regard to it having reached Ins ears, as falsely stated, but because 
that treaty was pertinent to another matter he then had in hand. 

70. Lord Ellenborough, the Governor-general of India, in a letter dated 
23d July, 1843, addressed, to Sir Charles Napier, as Governor of Sind, and 
relating entirely to the Turban treaty of the 20ih December 1842, gave the 
following directions ; — 

“14. I request your Excellency will have the goodness to transmit to me 
any copy which may have been made of the writing in the Koran, which was 
sent to you by Meer Ali Morad, in December, and it would be desirable that 
your Excellency should acquaint Meer Ali Morad, that being now first made 
acquainted with the allegetl cession to his Highness of the lands held by Meer 
Roostum in his own private right, and being desirous of proceeding in a mutter 
of so much importance with all due regard to justice, and even to form, J am 
solicitous that his Highness should place in the hands of one of your Excellency’s 
officers, for the purpose of having it correctly copied and attested, the writing 
in the Koran, whereby Meer Roostum is said to have alienated to his Highness 
the lauds held by him in bis own hereditaty right, without reference to the posses- 
sion. of Turban. 

“ 15. Your Excellency may possiMy be able to obtain from some of the religious 
men at Dejee, when tbe Turban was resigned by Meer Roostum, some detailed 
account of what tot)k place on that occasion. ■ 

“ Fort William, 23 July 1843.” 

71. Accordingly, Captain Brown, Secretary to the Government of Sind, gave 
the following instructions to Captain Pope, in a letter dated Hydrabad, 16th 
August 1843 : 

“Sir, 

“’By direction of his Excellency the Governor in Sind , I have the honour 
to forward extract, paragraphs Nos. 14 and 15, of a letter, received from the 
Eight Honourable the Governor-general of India iu Council, in the Secret Depart- 
ment, dated the 23d ultimo. 

‘2. You are requested to make his Highness Meer xVli Morad acquainted 
with tbe orders #f his Lordship, relative to the alleged ces«ion to his Highbess 
of the lands h<3d by Meer Roostum in his own private ‘ right,’ and you can at 
the same time retiuest that the Koran alluded to may be sent to yon, with the 
view to yotir copying and attesting the writing it,. whereby Meer Roostum is 
said to have alienated to his Highfiess the lands held by him’, , , 

“ 3, You will also, as directed, make the necessary iaquiri^ from such religious 
parties who may have been present wheii the Turban was resigned by Meer 
Roostum at Deejee.” , . • , ■ . ’ ’ . 

72. But .although Captain Pc^e went to Khyrpoor to inquire into tbe particulars 
of the Turban , treaty, it appears that . he took that opportunity of looking at 
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fcig^ry, which W not at that thne been })i«teii4)e(i by any persbb, Nt becan^ it 
api»^ar^ to Mm (ua be cxpreMed it in a sahseilbent letter, dated 24^ October 

184 ^) a: inoat favonrable opjfwrtuiiity ‘*to obtain and reand every |>Qssib}e. * 

information regarding the claim now urged by his Highness Meer Ali MOrad.” 

73. ^our memorialist has thought it important to extract these letters, not 
merely to refute tlie feJsehood of Shaik Ali Htmscin as to the origin of Captain 
Pope’s desire to see the Nownahur treaty, nor simply indeed, to* correct the 
error into which the Honourable Mr. Willoughby has Mlea, by adopting the 
above' statement nf Shaik AJi Hoossein as true, in the face of the public corre- 
spondence showing the contrary, l)ut rather as one proof among many in denial, 
that any ■ Suggestion unfavourable to the treaty of Nownahnr arose, or , was in' 
circulation, so long as Shaik Ali lioossein was in your memorialist’s service, or 
before'* he had been ignominiou§ly dismissed for embezzlement, and began to 
plot your memorialist’s ruin; and the rumour of a forgery having been committed 
in that treaty, the existence of which is made so much of by the authorities in 
these proceedings, and as a favourite topic adverted to even in the beginning of 
the redent proclamation, depriving your memorialist of his territory, w'as the 
rumour of Shaik Ali Uoussein himself, sedulously spread about, but not of any 
other person. The vakeels of all the other Ameers, their servants, and officers, 
were all in Sind on* tlie commencement of this rumour, and most of them were 
actually in the service of the British Government under Qiptain Pope, but on 
the appearance of it, none of these persons came forward on behalf of their old 
masters to corroborate by their information the falsehood in circulation. 

74. Iteturning to the extract from Shaik Ali Hoossein’s evidence, it will be 
seen that the lem said to have been extracted and the new leaf substituted were 
so extracted and substituted on the occasion of Captain Pope desiring to see the 
Koran, and on Shaik Ali Hoossein bringing .4o your memorialist’s notice that 
the forgery was so evident that it could not escape detection, and that the 
Koran, in that state, could not be shown to the above officer. This was in 
August 1843, as Captain Pope’s official proceedings show. Now the falsehood 
of this statement is apparent the moment the public events of Decemi>erand 
January previously, before adverted to, are reflected upon. Shaik Ali Hoossein 
was, in Sir C. Napier’s camp at Sukkur orf belialf- of your memorialist in 
December 1842, when the Ameers hud been directed to come themselves or send 
their vakeels to discuss the treaty proposed by the Governor-general for their 
acceptance, and their several claims to territory or to cbmpensation. Shaik 
Ali Hoossein was also on your memorialist’s behalf with Colonel Outram at 
Khyrpoor, in the followhig January, when the same subjects were being dis- 
cussed, and the Ameers had been directed to meet Colonel Outram upon them. 

Shaik Ali Hoossein had the Korans with him, in which the Nownahnr and tine 
Turban treaties were entered, and must liave produced them, and was at any 
time liable to be called upon to produce them to tlie British authorities in tlie 
course of tliose discussions in support of your memorialist’s claim, the more 
especially if your memorialist was claiming a pergunnah when he was only 
entitled to a village — a claim so false as scarcely to bo expected to pass without 
dispute and without reference to the treaty ; and if there hud been at that time 
any forgery in theNownahur treaty, so clumsily effected that it could not escape 
dectectiou, it would have been necessary to correct it at the outset of the discussions, 
when it might at any time be asked fur, and not after It had been seCu and had 
pa^d muster; and it is wholly past belief that the clumsiness of the alleged 
forgery should have, been discovered for the first time in /tugust 1843, on 
Captain Pope desiring to see the .treaty. It will therefore be widcut to your 
honourabfo Court, tliat the history given by the witnesses of what, in these 
proceedings, is called the second forgery, is a gross invention ; a his’toiy, how- 
ever, to which the Commission, without bestowing a moment’s thought on its 
improbability, have given implicit credence. 

75. It does not appear to have *struck them as \ ttraordfoary, ffiat the 
extracted leaf should have. been preserved instead of destroyed ; nay, that it 
should actually have been sent in the Koran to Captain Pope. They do not 
seeia to have been at %tr startled by the production of what was called the other 
part of the cktradil^ leiaf, on which it is said Peer Ali Gobnr tried his hand. 
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on the It did not ocduT to them to turn back to fotwer atatemente, made when Ga^tain- 
CoflfitcatioB of Brown was collecting proofs, to see if this second leaf had ever been mentioned 
Ae Tmitories of former Occasion ^s being then in existence, or as having ever existed at 

Amecr AliM orad. Although they perceive from the diflFerence of size that these two leaves 
never could have formed one sheet, they are satisfied with the silly excuse that 
the difTerence might be accounted for by one having been robbed ; and, in fact, 
your memorialist cannot help observing, that the Commission appear to have 
accepted false tokens in proof of a most incredible tale with all the simplicity 
of childred, and to have bestowed not -a moment^s reflection on its inherent 
improbability. 

7«. Passing now to the remainder of 'Shaik Ali Hoossein’s statement above 
‘ extracted, bis evidence before the Commissioners on the 20th April 1830, after, 
descrihing the first forgery, of the alteration of “ Deh ” into “ Pergunnah,” con- 
tinued as follofvvs : — * • . 

“ After this, when the war with tlie'Hydrabad people toot place, tlie army 
marched in that direction ; and when it arrived at Kala, Colonel Outram and 
Captain Brown came from Hydrabad and joined the army. Moonshee Moyadecn 
was also with them ; and Meer Ali Morad Khan had before arranged with him at 
Sukkur, that if be could get him the copy of the treaty which had been given to 
Government in September, he would rew'ard him with the sum of 10,000 rupees. 
'J'lie moonshee was thinking how he could manage this, wllfen the attack on the 
Residency at Hydrabad took place, and some of Colonel Outram’s things were 
left behind ; and this exactly answered his purpose, for he immediately told me 
that the copy of the treaty had ciilier been lost there or he had lost it, and that 
therefore the discussion about the substitution of ‘ pergunnah’ for ‘deh’ (village) 
was at an end, and he then demanded the payment of the 10,000 rupees reward. 

1 replied, * Very good ; when the Meer arrives at Hydrabad some arrangement 
woll be made about this.’ 1 then wrote to Meer Ali Morad what I have related 
above, and told him to ro-( satisfied as the writing had been lost. After this, 
in the month of April, -Hi Morad Khan sent another copy of the treaty of 
JS'ownahnr to me to Hydrabad, by the hands of Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan, a 
Mooltanee Puthan. In this the words ‘ Purgunnali Meerpoor, Muthela, bamar 
(together with) Mehurkee,’ were inserted ; and Hafiz Noor .\fahorned Khan told 
me that this copy w'as to uc entered in the Clovermucnt records ; I therefore gave 
it for record accordingly, on the 4th April. After this Meer Ali Morsid Khan 
came to Hydrabad, and Moonshee Moyadecn again began to demand the money 
from him. Tlie Meer replied, that if he could get tlie book for him in ivhich 
translation.s of papers of this kind w ere kept, be would immediately pay him the 
money. The moonshee, in r- .irreed to do this for him, but askpd for 
.«(ecnrity for tlie payment of t!u* money al'terwards, and proposed that that of 
Sheikh Ali Hoossein should be given. The Meer tiien told me to become 
security, which 1 did ; and the moonshee scut the book required to Meer Ali 
Morad in the middle of June 1843. The Meer then borrowed the bum of 
60,^00 Kora rupees from one of the Ameers residing at Hydrabad, and paid 
. Moonshee Moyadeen 10,000 out of it. After this I returned with the Meer to 
this part of the country.” 

77. Towar Mull Teheran relates the same circumstance to the Commissioners 
in the followi\ig words ; 

“ When, the fight took place at Hydrabad, attil the Governor went there, I 
was with him ; Sheik Alf Hoossein was also there on the part of Meer Ali Morad. ' 
Before the battle of Mceanee, Colonel Outram and Captain Brown, together with 
th' Moonshee Moyadeen, went down from Dejee-Ka-Kote in the steamer to 
Hydrabad, and when they got to the Gimlen and alighted there, I heard from 
Mirza Uaood that Moonshee Moyadeen had lost the' Persian and English copies, 
of the treaty of Nowualiur W'hicli were on the records of Governmcrii. I w'ent 
and told Captain Brown of this, and he sent for .Moonshee Moyadeen, and asked 
him where the book containing the ciipies of papers of this kind was. The 
mooushce replied that it must -be among ithe otber records, and he would look 
for it and get it. He then went and ‘ searched for it,- and reported to- Captain 
Brown that he could nOt find it. Captain Brown was very nngry.. with him in 
conseqaetire, and placed Him in arrest or eight'clays. Afterwards Captain 
Brown again sent lor him, and asked hito how it had, been lost, and he replied 

' ' that 
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that it had been lost ■when the Beloochees plundered the Residency of Hydrabad; P«pers on the 
Oaptoin Brown, after , this teWaed him, and employed Mirza Daood likewise. 

When Meet AH Morad came to 'Hydrabad, I heard that Moonshee Moyadeen 

had given him the book containing the copies of the English papers. This 

happened some time io the month of June.” 

78. Mr. Maher, a clerk to the Commissioner ofS/nd, also deposed a.s follows; 

“ I recollect that about the month of June 1843, a box was stolen from Captain 

' Brown’s table containing Major Outram’s secret letters and importai?t papers, 
written during his stay at Khyrpoor. The box also contained stnne valuable 
Persian documents, as I was subsequently informed by Captain Brown, but of 
the exact nature of which I am not aware. Among the contents of the box 
' was an English book, which was wholly writteu' by myself ; it was endorsed " 
secret. The contents of this book related to disputes between the Ameers of 
Upper Sind, and commenced about September, 1842. Some of these papers 
had reference to the treaty of Nownahur ; but I do not recollect whetlier a copy 
or translation of that treaty was among them, 

“What, proceedings were adopted by Captain Brown on the loss of the box ? 

— Every iiujuiry was made among the whole esiahlisbmcnt, and suspicion fell , 
on Moonshee Moyadeen, who was currently believed to have taken , it. The 
moonshee* was immediately suspended by Captain Brown, but as nothing could 
be proved against him he was again employed for a short time, and then dis- 
missed altogether. The box, with its contents, was never afterwards heard of. 

“ Are you acquainted with a jtersoii named Mirza Daood ? — I was acquainted 
with a nioonslice of that name who was employed in the office of the Secretary 
to the Government of Sind in 1844, and who died in the vear 1848.’’ 

79. The above quotations complete the c ase alleged against voiir me morialist. The words undcr- 
Now, it will strike your honourable Court us nnuarkablc, that whilst the Com- lined omitted 
missionors acknowledge that the evidence of Shaik AU Hoossein atul Peer Ali 

Goliur and Towur Mull would be wholly unworthy of credit unless tested by 

iutenisil marks of probability, or corroborated by collateral proofs, that they 

should not have compared the statements of these persons with the records of 

Government, a test then available to them of the most s<atisfactory nature, and 

from whicli the C’oinniissioners would at once have discovered the truthfulness 

or otherwise of the story laid before them. Your memorialist has already done 

this in two instances. 1st. In correcting the erroneous impressi on as to Sir ‘quoting Sir (’, 

Charles Napier’s **#*♦* 2 nd. In drawing attention I’l-odama- 

to' ti'.e correspondence disclosing the nature of the inquiry Captain Pope w'as 

making at Khyrpoor in August 1843, and his reason for asking at that time to 

see the treaty of Nownahar. 

80. But in testinii the evidence give n before the Com mission a nd above ex- Omitted in printed 
tracted, it is very material that your honourable Court siioulcl be fully- aware of 

the exact nature of the records kept in Sind during the period in which the 
supposed transactions are represented to liave taken place. it 

•81. From the time of the arrival of the late Mr. Ross Bell in 1839, as the 
Political Agent in Upper Sind, there were always two departments in tlie Agent’s 
office, tile Persian and the English ; and up to the year 1847, every Persian 
pai>er recorded was numbered, and had the order^made thereon endors^ upon 
it, with the initials of the Political Agent or his assistant, or the Secretary to 
•Government, or the Persian interpreter to Sir Charles Ndpier subscribed thereto ; 
and every important paper so recorded was translated, and the translation was 
kept in the English departmeftt. A weekly diary of inward and outward letters 
was kept in the Persian department, and »i copy was sent to the Governor- 
geneval every week . until about tlte beginning of the year 1843, when that 
practice was discontinued. In the English department a digest of daily occur- 
• reacts and corre^ontlence was kept by the Political Agent, and alter wards by 
the Secretary to Government,, and an office memorandum was also kept, in one 
or other of which the, most minute circumstances were gutered, hut particularly 
the visits from the vakeds Of the Ameers of Sind, the opnversations with them, 
the letters, papers they brought, the employment or suspension of clerks, moon- 
shees, peons, or others, the accusations against them, the punishment awarded, 
and all the rumours of tiie day, and copies of tins digest were seut periodically 
to the Governor-general and also to the Government of Bombay. 

1 1 8 . D 3 


82 . This 
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82. This digest' and office raemorandum ypiip tnemorialist believed i$ etiU on 
the records of the Sind Governmetft, and at aay rate copies of . the digest must 
he on the records of the Government of India and of the Governmeat of Bombay, 
Sind from it will necessarily apj^ear the exact date on which the box of records, 
deposed to by the witnesses as; having been stolen from the table of Captain 
Brown at Hydrabad, was stolen, its actual contents, the names of tfe perswos 
suspected, the grounds of the suspicion^ and the punishment which any persons 
may have been subjected to for the same. 

I 

83. Had this digest, which seems to have been before the Commissioners, as it 
is ja some parts referred to in their observations, been carefully examined by 
them, they would have, ascertained that the bulk of tliC st^ements made by 
Shaik Ali Hoossein, Peer Ali Gobur, and Towur Mull Teheran, and which the 
Commissioners rely on as trustworthy, were wholly false and fictitious, and that 
they had been manufactured in concert together for the express purpose of 
criminating your memorialist. 

84. Your memorialist will ask your honourable Court to apply this unfailing 
test to a most important statement, that a copy of the treaty of Nownahur was 
placed on the Sind records immediately aft« r the battle. 

85. Shaik Ali Hoossein ’s statement on this point to the^Comraissioners is as 
follows : “ Ali Morad remained there (ISownahiir) that night, and the following 
day I took the Koran and a letter from the Meer with a copy of the treaty to 
Captain Brown. The Koran was shown to him, and the* copy given for the 
records.” And in reply to a question from the Commissioner, he stated (that this 

copy) “ was written either by Moonshee Busharat Ali or Moonshee Kiasondass.” 

' • 

86. Peer Ali Gohur deposed on the same day as follows : " Shaik Ali 
Hoossein sent a copy of the treaty, wlien it was first entered into, for the 
Government records,’’^ See kc, 

87. Towur Mull joiued in those statements in the following words : “ On the 
18th September 1842, Shaik Ali Hoossein brought the Koran and showed it to 
Captain Brown, explaining at the same time all that had occurred. Moonshee 
Moya<leen placed a copy of this in the Persian records, and had a translation 
made of it likewise in English.” 

88. The Commissioners do not appear to have thought it necessary to ask 
these two last witnesses whether the particular circumstances they were detailing 
with regard to this copy of the treaty were within their personal knowledge or 
not, or whether they were with Capt'''n Brown at Sukkur at the time ; but the 
fact that a cojiy of the treaty had been recorrled by Captain Brown a very few 
days after the battle, was taken throughout tlic inquiry as established on the 
above evidence. 

8t). Now if the copy of the treaty Irere said to have been given to Captain 
Bi^fiwn for his records, and to have been recorded by him, (and which copy 
other portions of tlie evidence are directed to show your memorialist employed 
Moonshee Moyadeert to steal back for him,) had in fact been received and 
recorded by Captain Brown, the same would in due course of business have been 
numbei^d, regularly entered in the Diary, aud a translation would liave been 
entered on the English record, and a copy of it sent to the Governor-general, and 
another copy to the Govetnment of Bombay ; aud it would have been perfectly easty , 
at this moment tu give from the records the number and date of this copy of the 
But it did not occur to the Commissioners* to expose the above assertion 
ol a very important fact to this simple aud self-evident test, , Your memorialist 
will however refer to Captain Brown’s own description Of his interview with 
Shaik Ali Hoossein after the battle df Nownahur, and which is as follows 

“Shaik Ali Hoossein, vakcol of Meer Ali M orad, Khan* vtrai ted upop me to 
show me the agreement written in the Koran of his master, ^ns^uent on the 
late fight at Kyrpoor, by Meer Koostum Khan. I declined hpitrevor having any 
more to say in the matter, as the Ameer had not thought fit to follow the advice 
which I had formerly given to him on the subject.*’ This is all that Captain 
Brown records of Slmtfe AU Hoossein’s visit to him after the battle of Noiimahur. 
In it there is no allnii;^ to any copy of the treaty haying been taken as an 
office copy or record, or haying even been offered by Shaik Ali Hoossein to Cap- 

■ tain 
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tain Brown, and it seems pToi)able from th,e langoage of the entry that if any , Paper# oMhe 
such copy ihad ^n oifered. Captain Brown would have refused to recei ve it. It 
is scaireeJy posailite that he should on this occasion have received and recorded 

a copy of toe treaty, and should not have mentioned it. I lia digest immediately 

before records all the rumoub that had reached him of the battle of Nownaliur, 

and the nature of the .arrangement is also incorrectly recorded. Further, (.'aptaiu 

Brown’s letter, written on the same day, the aoth vSeptember 1842, to his 

superior. Major Outram, and immediately after Shaik Ali Hoossein’s visit, does Morad^p^aoi- 

not enclose any copy of the treaty of Nownaliur, as it certainly would’have done ’ 

if Captain Brown had kept and recorded a copy of that treaty us dcposcil t,> by 

the witnesses. It would, in that event, have been Captain Brown’s duty to‘ have 

transmitted a translation of this document to Major Outram, and that duty, it ^ 

may safely be’ said, would not have been omitted; Other circumstances winch 

will be hereafter noticed refute in the strongest manner the presumption of any 

copf or the Nownahar treaty having b(!en recorded by Captain Brown, and rf 

your honourable Court shall be satisfied that no copy of the treaty was in fact 

so recorded, you will then, be able to appreciate at its, full value the gross and 

scandalous cliarge made against your memorialist of employing Mootishee 

Moyadeen to steal this supposed copy from the records ; a charge, however, 

whicli the first invention rendered it necessary to concoct to explain the absence 

from the records of the copy that should have been there forthcoming, if the 

first part of the story had been true. 

00. But it was necessary for the accusers of your memorialist, to make iheir 
case complete, to produce before the Commission some copy of the treaty, in the 
shape- in which they alleged that treaty to have been originally framed, and 
accordingly a copy, marked as Exhibit A. No. 5, was given v by the llindoo 
witness, Towur Mull, to Captain Younghusbanri, lieutenant of Police, Shikar- 
pore, very sliortly before the Commission assembled, and tliis was tlm first inti- 
mation tiio authorities in Sind over had that such a copy was forthcoming, 
or even had existence. The Commission have done your memorialist tlie 
justice to reject this document, on the ground that it has the appearance of 
having been tampered with ; but it is important for your memorialist to refer 
to its liistoi-y, as given by the witnesses, because the obvious and barefaced false- 
hood, deposed to with respect to it, should have elicited a condemnation of it. as 
a genuine paper on broader and more satisfactory grounds. 

91. Towur Mull deposes, that on tlic lltli Shaban, corresponding with tlic 
17th September 1842, two days after the battle of Nownahur, he went to J3ab- 
bulow, by the orders of Major Clibborn, in whose employ he then was, and had 
an interview with Shaik Ali Hoossein, who showed him the Koran «itli the 
treaty of Nownahur written in it. He adds, “from respect to the Koran I did 
not take a copy from this with ray own hands ; but I looked at it, and read 'it, 
and begged that a copy might be given to me. Shaik Ali lloossein theit 
sent for his moonsliee, Busharat Ali, and made him copy tlje treaty for roe. 

Upon this I returned to Sukkur and gave the Sahib, a copy of this transcribed 
by myself. Major Clibbora sent this to Caittain Brown witli a riotc from him- 
self.” 

92. The witness, although a Hindoo, and who acknowledges that out of respect 
for the Koran he did not make any copy from it himself, nevertheless pretended, 
before the Commission, to recognise nine years afterwards the identical Koran 
and the leaf alleged to , have been extracted, Exhibit, marked A, No. 1, of 
which he says, “This is the very leaf that was in the treaty originally;” ami the 
man who could’thus impudently affect to recognise a Koran, never in his hands, 
but shown to him nine years previously, and that a loose paper was at that time 

a leaf in it, has been handsomely rtnvardetl for his evidence. lie adds, tliat ' 
he kept the copy of the treaty Bnsharat Ali had made for him “for several 
years from the time' 1 (tlie witness) showed it to, Captain Brown, till tlie arrival 
of the. Commissioner. sometime ago at Sukkur,' .wlten I gave it to Mr. Young- 
husband and, in reply, to a question from the Court, ^lid, “ 1 did «ot show it 
to any one else, but I mentioned about it both to Captain Malet aud.to Mkjor 
Goldney/’ 

93. Here again, if Major Clibborn had fdtwnftied the copy, as alleged, to 
Captain Brown, the same would have appeared on hfe records, aud^ ^buld have 

d 4 „ '"been 
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been now forthcoiniflg, for your merooi^ist is wpt s^pjpow^ to 
this copy, or to have orderccl ft to haye? been stoW, It 'would alsp,;iiave been 
mentioned in the digest of intelligence, , and jthe date aiid number would have 
been recorded, and might Ijave been specified by reference to the Goyemraeut 
records; but no such test was applied to Ton ur MuE's statement. 

04 . But the sa>nc digest would also have shown the more important and 
fatal fact, that Major Clibbom was not, in September 1843 , collecting intelli.. 
geuce for tlie Sind authorities, and that Towur Mull was not at that time in 
the employ of the British Government as a news collector, and that it was not 
until after Sir C. Napier had arrived in Siud, which he did in October 1842 , 
apd then not until after several days had elapsed, that it was determined to have 
news collected for the Sind Goverrtment from some independent source, with 
which to compare: the regular office intelligence. Sir C. Napier introduced this 
new department, and re(|ue8ted Major Clibborn accordingly to, collect siigh intel- 
ligence for him ; and had the Commissioners sent for the • Sind records,* they 
might have ascertained the exact day on which Major Clibborn entered on this 
duty, as well fronx his digest itself, as from the contingent bills sent in by him 
for e.xpcnses connected with it, and tliat would at once have exposed the false- 
hood of Towur Mull's history. The alleged copy of the treaty produced by him 
would Ijave shown that he did not obtain a copy of the treaty two days after the 
battle for Major Clibborn, and that the paper given by liini, and pretended* to 
be such, consequently iias another and difleront history, which the rest of the 
falsehoods adduced on the inquiry quite sufficiently. explain. 

95. It is important, niorcover; to recollect the account this witness gives of his 
own conduct, at the time when it is alleged Captain Brown’s box of records, 
including the Persian and English copies of the treaty of Nownahur. was stolen. 

96 . Tow.ur Mull deposed, that he was the person who went and apprised 
Ca])tain Brown of the loss. , “ I tlien w<-nt and told Captain Rrown of this, and 
he sent for &ioonshee M^ytideen, and asked him where the book, containing the 
copies of jttipers of this kind was.” (The moonsliee reported that lie could not find 
it.) “ Captain Brown was tlien very angry with him in consequence, and placed 
him in arrest seven or eight days.” All this time the witness, according to his own 
showing, had in his possession the copy of the treaty he had obtained from 
Bushurat Ali, and yet be did not communicate this, or offer to give it, or a cojiy 
of it, to Captain Browm to replace that whicli it is now pretended had then been 
so stolen. The witness further states, tliat he learnt in June following, that 
Moonsbee Moyadoen had given the stolen papers to your memorialist. The 
witness thus becomes possessed of. a roost important piece of information, which 
rendered the copy of the treatj .n h’ j jmssessiou, and in Busharut AH's hand- 
writing, a document of the utmost value. 

• 97. Now, tliis same witness, during the months of April, May, June, and 
July 184.'l, was under Captain Brown’s immediate orders, and was applying for 
a reward for liis services, for which he had been ri'commemJed by Major Clibborn, 
and he finally succeeded in getting his pay increased to 100 rupees per mensem, 
and in obtaining the grant of a small garden in Upper Sind ; and your memo- 
rialist confidently submits to your honourable Court, that it is altogether 
incredible that, with every motive to seek the favour of his superiors, when 
actually petitioning for rewards from the British Government, and with nothing 
to fear from your memorialist, the witness .should have abstained from showing 
the important document ‘he then had in his possession to Captain Brown, and 
whom he had seen so angry at the loss of the original office copy and its trans- 
la: ion. 

««, The Sind records will sliow the exact date on which this witness’s- 
salary was increased. The same records, it is believed, will also show that he 
was at Sukkur in October 1843 , under the immediate orders of Captain Pope, 
and whilst that officer was conducting the inquiry into the treaty of Nownahur, 
consequent on the receipt by him of the following letter from Captain Pelly, 
enclosing one from your memorialist relating to his rights under that treaty. 

“ Sir, “ Kurrachec, 8 October 1843 . 

“ I AM directed by liis Excellency the Governor «if Sind to forward to you the 
enclosed translation of a letter frotii his Highness Meer AH' Morad, and tO' 

request 
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'■ Wiicst' you, fnay, paper* on, :iK.'> . 
fiave, or «»# w ittbl^ you. to Gi»ifi8caU6n »«f : 

write ol^%%6%ight bl)i!io^^^ tfie Gov^^ dii^ect, fumfebing him 

with able to His ExceUeney has this 

day written to the 'Right honourable tlic Gov‘6^bt‘'geiicr8h luibrmihA him that 

ha ha«,diW<!e«ly<»** *® / > * ' 

0. ' Aa ToWur Mull had heem collecting hears for ^he British Government for 
months, it is almost as of coui-se that he should have heea aeked by 
C^ptald Pope whether he knew anything abput the treaty; but whether asked 
dr »dt, hie confessedly did hot cohiinunicate to that gentleman that your memo- 
rialist was.produelDg a, forged treaty to him ; that to enable him to do this, lie. 
had caused die briginal copy of the Nownabur treaty to be stolen, and bad con- 
trived to possess himself of it through Shaik Bdoyadeen in June previotisiy, when 
youiunamprialist was atHydrabad ; and that he, the witness, neverthelesii, had a 
truthful copy of the treaty, written two days after the battle by one of your 
menicfrialist’s own servants, a copy of which the witness had given to Major 
Clibborn, and which he had fonjarded to Captain Brown. , No person in his senses 
will credit that the witness would not have ayailetl himself of the opiwrturtity of 
Captain Pope's inquiry, to relate these things to that gentleman, and exhibit the 
copy to him, and thus to obtain the favours and. reward of the British Govern- 
inent. Can strpnges internal evidence be adduced, that the copy of the treaty, 
produced after so many years for the first time % this witness, never was in bis 
possfssion until recently, and that it lias been manufactured for the purpose of 
this inquiry. 


100. Your memoriali.st will hereafter point out other gross ..frabrications of 
this witness. 

» < I 

101. But he is desirous first of drawing the attention of your honourable 
Court to the consideration of another very important paper, the copy of the 
treaty which Shaik Ali Hbossein alleges that ho placed on. the records of 
Government on the 4th of April 1843, by the desire of your memorialist (paper 
C. No, 4 of Exhibit F.)., 'i bis document has been treated throughout as a most 
trustworthy piece of evidence against your memorialist. 

102. The Commissioners observe upon it as follows ; 

*• 4. The only copy of the treaty now on the records of the British Govern- 
ment, and which there is no reason to doubt was placed there at the date*of the 
receipt entry endorsed on it, the 4th April 1843, and has remained there ever 
since, corroborates Sheik* Ali Hoosscin’s statement as to its having been then 
delivered for record by him, in consequence of the loss of the first copy.” 


10.3. This sentence fuvnislies a very good illustration of the notions which the 
Commissioners entertain of the nature of corroborative evidence. But the Com- 
missioners, in showing this paper to the witness 'Shaik Ali Hoossein on the 2^d 
April 1860, speak of it as if it had actually been recorded by Captain Brown. 
Thus (“the copy of” the treaty “which was given to Captain Brown in the 
handwriting of Moonshee Busharut Ali, and marketl C., is then shown to witness.”) 

104: The Honourable Mr. Willoughby, in the 14th para, of bus minute on the 
case, refers to this copy of the treaty in the following words • 

“The fourth document is strongly corroborative of Ali Morad’s guilt. It is 
n copy of the treaty of , Nown^hur, clandestinely entered into the Sind records 
in lieu of the genuine copy^ originally furnished to Captain Brown, subsequently 
abstracted through the knavery of the moonshee Muyadeen. It is in the haud- 
writing of Baahurat Ali.” , < 

106^ The Bight honourable the Governor-genei^h in his minute on the case, 
speaks of this, copy of the treaty as “ the coniessedly authentic copy of the treaty 
deposited in the Sind records in April 1843.’! ' V „ ' 

loe. It is surprising, that wiihii not one ^alh of«cridence te snppbtt; rile 
assertion of Shaik Ali Hoossein, that this copy was pladed on. the GoVern- 
meat records in April I843»- the Commission ai^l the confirming UttthOrities 
should have taken so important a statement as anqucsrionnble/ knd liave 
then , Ideated it as something independent of Shaik AU Hoosseia’i Other iitate- 

„ E nieats. 
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only a Tow lin'ies l>cfore mentioned* If ^^hi# ^ 

in iyliose baodwnting is it? Why are tbeiipniOt ti»e naatil/ioitials of 
chaige underneath ? But it is needless to reason tfiat it was not 0)il(4aBy 
fpr.i^e case tnude is, that tlie pafier was cland^ihely brought on i|h6 
ment records, and the endorsement therefore is the datedto^ byrthe penpi 
who so bruuglit it on the records, and was £xed on by hiip a^ the t}he. ihal 
« yrould serve the object be had in view ito itilroducinig it at all. ; 


J07. But it seems never to have occurred to the Commissiohets, that if Shaik 
All Hoossein had really given a copy of the treaty to Captain, Brown to nffcord 
after the battle of Nownahnr, and if tiiat treaty hid been recorded, and if your 
memorialist had employed persons to steal it, and substitute another in its place, 
that the date of the theft, and the date of substitution of the new copy would 
have had some reasonable proximity to one another, and not nearly six and a half 
months’ interval; and further, that if these statements had been true, instead of 
Ijeing wilfully false, and a modern invention, your memorialist, on receiving 
back ihe stolen copy, would have caused the new one abhut to be substitutea 
to have the same number, date of receipt, and endorsement on it, as the stolen 
one in tlie due course of business had had ; and so acute a person as Shaik Ali 
Hoossein would have taken. care to have had it placed amongst thO records of 
September 1842, according to its number. In inventing astory the witness had 
overlooked this certain iucideni in a real transaction. 


108. Having now adverted to all the copies of the treaty recorded by the 
Commission or mentioned in the depositions, your memorialist appeals to your 
honourable Court to suliject them to a further test, namely, by comparing the 
staieujcniS with regard to iht se documents with the acknowledged history of the 
rise and progress of the charge of forgery against yoyr memorialist, and tlie 
steps taken In th,e British officers in Sind to collect proofs of the charge. 
Mr. Pringle, the late Commissioner of Sind, gives this history in the memo- 
randum drawn up by him for submission to the most Noble the Goveruoi- 
gencral, on the occasion of his visit to Sukkur, dated the 29th January IS.'iO : — 

“ 1*3. This was the state of these questions on my succeeding Sir Charles 
Napier in the Government of the, province in the«end of September 1847, 
when he brought tlie subject (ro^ the supposed forgery in the Nownahnr 
treaty) to my notice as one then p#iit.*ng, and informed me that the proofs 
of it were with the secretary, the late Captain IJrpwn. He at the same time 
gave me a mcuioraudum detailing the measures he would recommend for adop- 
tion when the matter should come to be disposed of, J&c.j&c, 

« 14. 1 forwarded Sir Charles Napier’s paper to Sir George Clerk, then 
(Tuor of Bombay, and directed the . secretary, Captain Brown, to make a 
uorandura of the circumstances connected with thc^ discovery of the alleged 
d, and Ui keep all proofs for production when required ; also, to collect the 
correspondence regarding the proposed treaty, the records respectirig which he 
infonned me were in some respect incomplete, and to be ready to give everyrequisite 
explanation upon it when it should conic under consideration. All further 
proceedings were deferr*.d until the arrival of Sir George-Clerk, whose intention 
it was shortly to visit tlie province, . ' 

“ Circumstances delayed Sir Gcmge Clerk’s visit until thu month of 
Febrnarv 1848, when the season was so far advanced and the state (rf* his health 
was. such, that . he was unable personally to undertake the settlement of these 
questions, but he was made acquahited with the information regarding the 
alleged fraud then in the possession of Captain Brown; and led me to eypeot that 
he would eommuni<^<‘'tb me his views on the subject. 

. “ 16 . Soon after Sir George .Clerk’s retprn to Bombay the state of his health 
obliged him to .quit 'India, and if WAS not uhtil the month of October 1848 
that I received secret instructions. the Bombay Goyqrqimentj' fa^ 

I presume, on the , irtl’drhmtidpi obtaih^ by Clerk,' h^ 

proceed with the inquiry into Bje fraud, but leaving it lb toy disi^'etion 

' ' ■ ■ to 




ii6i!fipdsc^Hl'%ith'-th(! fraud' «6d fojcibrds';'6n '“tlie subject of 
to jine by his head^ csl^rk ; and it rs from thorn I have 
hf^' information on tho suhjectst under cjt>nsidorable 
idfa^Va^tage front' the absence of such personal explanations as (papfain Brown 
jUhms hayc fu^nw^ 
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': 109, Ifhe ^emomndum drawn up by Captain Brown and referred to by Mi^.. 
Pringle is piinted at the 66lh page of the papers relating to the charge preferred 
against your memorialist, and Shaik Ali Ho^sem’s then staterriCnt to Captain 
Brownes annexed thereto ; and this memorandum, though not dated, refers to 
Captain Brown’s digest of the lOtli Septeipber 1847, and must, therefore, have 
been written between that date and the 28th February 1848, the date of a sub- 
sequent memorandum prepared by Captain Brown for the Commissioner. But 
in neither of these, nor in Shaik Ali Hoossein’s stuteroent annexed to the first, 
is there any mention whatever of a copy of the original treaty having been given 
by that person to Captain Brown as an office record immediately after the 
battle ; of that copy having been sub.sequently stolen by persons employed by 
your memorialist f<ir that purpose ; of a new. copy of the treaty having been 
clandestinely substituted on the Govi.'rnmcut records, on the 4 th of April ISIS', 
by Shaik AH Hoossein himself; and although, in Mr. Pringle’s memoratidum 
above quoted, Captain Brown is represenk'd to have informed the Commissioner 
tliat his records were “somewhat in complete,” it is improhahle that so mild an 
expreSfSion would have been used to designate that one of the most important of 
these records, namely, the original copy of the treaty, had been stolen. Captain 
Brown’s digest of September 1847 will contain all Shaik Ali Hoossein’s state- 
ments to him at that lime; but nothing will be found therein regarding the* 
theft of the * copy of the treaty, or the new and altered co|»y now ‘usus 

repn.wntcd to have been then actually on the records, and to have been intro- 
duced by Shaik Ali Hoossein liimsclf tliereoU four years previooslv. It will 
be obvious that Avlien Captain Brown, by Sir C. Najjier’s desire, coftectod the 
proofs of the alleged forgery, and was afterwards ordtrred by Mr. l^ringlc “ to 
make a memorandum of the circumstatices connected with the discovery of it, 
and to keep all the proofs ready for production when required,” that on the first, 
if not both, of those occasions, the records must have been Sean-.hed for any 
documents that would throw any light on the subject. Captain Brown, anil 
every jperson in his office, would not have • hjrgotteii that Shaik Ali Hooa'>cm 
had given him a copy of the Nownaliur treaty a very few days after the battle ; 
or the feet that he had done so, and that it was recorded, must have, been 
discovered from some of the records, and some mention of the loss of this 


document would have found its way into Captain Brown’s memorandum, or 
would haye been communicated by bins to Mr. Pringle ; and, in searching the 
records, the copy of the treaty said to have been clandestinely recorded on the 
4th April 1843, would have been found, and added to “ the proofs ” in tJapfuiii 
Brown’s collection. But your honourable Court will obsen'e, that although the 
in((|niry commenced before Sir C. Napier left Sind,; and notwithstaniling all Mr, 
Pringle had heard, both from Sir th Napier and Captain Brown persfitkally, and 
from other sources, it was not until after he had nnished his memorandum of 
the-27th December 1849, for^ submission to the Govetnor-geneitiK aod between 
that, day .and the 1st January 1850, that Mr. Pnngfe heard that there had been 
any copies the Nownahur treaty on the records of the BiikI government; and 
the mferencie.;fe’ inevitable, your memorialist oontendst that it was afenit that 
time toreaty with the .4th. April 1843 purposely endorsed 

^ it ;to d^ceivct.im fimt introduced amongst life .Government records, and that 
it was then determined fer. the first time, Oapfein Brown being dead, to set up 
the story of a copy of or^nal treaty haVihg^belx given to the latter after 
the battle q.f Miwiu^sr ; of t^t copy havh;^!, hem ,ft<ien by orders of your 
i^eflQqcfelist^ and of anoifiiep cd^y having beehi clandestinely introduced on the 
ifeU'mds '%hif-oid«yi on the April 1843. 
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MHdcjl 
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to 9lig%/W)i4/two''"|4hditi'e'<M>pi^'o<‘;the,'|^ypf,Nd»?iiahi^^ 
th^ rei^QTfls pf ihe' Siad Govenin4<^t^' ’l^jii Wi<c stti^epOtif^ 
them> iand «| lipurious oacj cPntafnid^ t&e. ;|)i^otihiii^rditit!pn, M 
cflfect wliiqlij it js alleged that a lakh of ]i;dp^ Wasiexpepded. Thla tifi^ 
in Maroii.idis/ one month after th^r^tsle of Meeanee, andv)^^ 
before the alleged fraud in the Korah/^hich was perpetiaM: ^d davsv^ 
Captain Pope procee<led to KfayroOor to. e^amii^ the deed (al)^,dn, | :|i^a 
which the public cession of tim 'f^rban made, and took we 

• examining this one also, when oicourw it would correapoiid witn its pf^en^ 

appearance. 1 have not the means of iinmediately verifyii^ this ih^rmatipi, ! 
and .it may not, perhaps, be strictly accurate iii its details ; .bat there are eirenm-j 
stances which give to its general substance a considerable priW^ctc appearance 
of probability. , ; , , . 

“ l8t January 1860.” . ' 

111. Your Ttiemorialist confidently asserts that the cud of the year 1848, when 
Mr. Pringle received the information referred to in the above postscript, ^was^ the 
first Qccusion on which any such statement had been put forth in Bind, and thajt 
it never could or would have been' made if Captain Brown had then been alive. 
Slmik AH Hoosscin had shortly before arrived at Sukkur from MooUan, and a 
very few days afterwards, that is to say, on the 9th of January I860, be was 
taken by Lieutenant Younghusband, Lieutenant of Police, beibre Mr. Pfingle, 
and the copy of the treaty,, pretend^ to have been recorded on the 4th April 
1843, having then for the first time been found, was put into the witness’s hands,, 
and it is luast important to note what he then siild about it ; for your honourable 
Court will perceive that he had not then quite determined or arranged with his 
accom[dices as to the story that should be set up regarding it. 

* .112. The question put to him by Mr. Pringle and t,he answer arc recorded id 
the following terms 

“ Po you know this paper {the copy of the treaty of Nownabur it hen ^howtt 
to him, tnarhed {C.) ) t ” Yes, this is the liandwnting of Busharat Ali. But it 
must have been written stibsa^uent to the forgery ; for it has the pergunnah of 
Ajf.aerpoor and J^athela clearly written, but I am not aware when it was given.” 

113. Three months afterwards, when giving his evidence before the Com- 
piisaion; the iwft^as* deposed regarding the same document as follows : — 

“After this, in the monlb of A.,H Morad Khan sent another copy of 
the treaty of Nownahur to lUi: Itydrabad, by the hands of Hafiz Noor 

Mahomed Khan, a Mooltanee Puthan.’ In tbis the words pergunnah Meerpodr, 
Mathela, bamar (together with) Mehurkee were inserted, and Hafiz Noor 
Mahomed Khan told me that Biis copy was to be entered on ,the Government 
records. 1, therefore, gave it for record accordingly on the 4th April 1843.” 

114. When cro5s>exainIned with regard to this paper two days afterwards, 
the question pul to him and his answer. are recoided as follows:— 

“ When Meer Ali Morad sent, Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan, Pdthan Mool- 
tance, to you with a copy of the treaty of Nownahur in April, ^ yob formerly 
stated, did he send any letter with hint '/“—He wrote to the eiltect that I was to attend 
to whatever Hafiz Noor Ahmed Khan told me. Besides thus letter, thpre w'as a 
piece of paper, on which the woids pergunnah Mathela, Meerpoot bivmar 
Mehbtkce were written. . Hafiz Node '4hmed Khan told me that , he had been . 
directed to, show ine this paper, and then ta,keit hack, and that I WM to give a 
coj.'y'»>f the treaty, written by my own ^tfiopiishee, with these alterations, for the 
rtfKmno- among the.'Gdyeirnment records j ?» thorefore, did dl 


tq dd,” 


purpose .otheibS Pla9bd,.d 
tins, as I hkdilfe ordered _ . . 

“ You |^t^,)hat Meer All M^a<I " had sant ybti'a bdpy Of the ft-eatty by 
Ilafiz Noor Ahtt^l %an, dth the ^e^tfons bf|«jgu)hi!di 
■baimir Mehurlieb ’inserted .In it, nnd,oit^ed you ,tq givn .vit 
.record, and nbw you' „siaie ''that he a-separbte pi«{5d 

word^ written on, iti.,ahd*tdld'yod' tb',Savn; these' 'words 
of tlui treaty, and ld,giyd;i|ii8;’'ror,recotdi .wh'at''^pll|iatwnidq’yntt'|t^ 

i did not mention tjhai| a clj|)y,’bf tbetjpci|l|jf;had'‘b)i!dh''8efit,'bWdtbr^^ by 

,. •. 



. m- VQil^ 


47 




■ M«ih^lii|'t)«w#tvM4V»JwflP.'^ Refer. flp:;|J^y,|^e^n.e^it■)^|^cli ftjai^l 

■ ^ %'ifiNfliiit R-”; 14 ' ■e.(imtrienC-' iba 

' dtte iieei;^''aa|^«b:i:Den}f^^^^ fora 

parpcbf^ti'^i^ applied to Jli, niaei jba^&bdnvinced 

yettrafe^uiblc C6xat that the copy of the lreet|., alleged to have been rej^tsiered 
on »liibsji*fr of^4jprd on thevrocorde ef Goyeehtneht prior to 

Cap^ii (k'ath,vor indeed untiLthe close- of the year 1840, add the arrival 

ofShaikl'AliHddsseia at that time at Sukkur .fronivMooltan. . * : 


v jlSdlt thd lahghage of the document itself 'places the witnesses in a cora- 
ph^'t^dtie inpi^i cdntradidts and manifestly ftdsifies etther thetr statenment as to the 

in their account' of (he second forgery. It was not 
. iintit'^i^at 1843 that Captain Pope desired to see the Koran in which the 
Nowhtildir' trea^ wras teooided, nor until tlioo is it jji^etended that it ever occurred 
to hhy uh4 tO.npLdko a' second forgery by extraeiing a leaf and substituting 
another Shaik Ali Hoossein’s evidence on this point before the Corn- 

. ini ^sionOrs is as follows:— : . ' 

V “ Abbiat this limo it reached the ears of Captain Pope that some forgery had 
bebh in'sidehi the Koran containing the treaty, and he therefore tent for it for 
the purpose of examining it. When I saw the Koran I found great erasures in it, 
* w'lrich couM not escape: detection, and asked the Mcer how I could sliow it in 
that state to Captain Pope. The Meer also became perplexed, and after much 
consideration, proposed, that as the treaty Vas written on four pages, and the 
aUerutioiis and erasures had only been made in the first, and the one contiunhig 
the seals wbs perfect) the fii'st leaf should be taken out and another written biy 
Peer Ali Goliur, and Substituted for it.” . . ... . 


lin. This was the origin and sole cause of the new leaf being introduced. 
Peer Ali Gohur deposes to the satne effect, and fixes the' date of the new leaf 
being, written in the following words • — “Three days after I had written the 
new page in the Koran, Capthin Pope came to Khyrpoor and asked roe whether 
the handwriting was mine, to which I replied that it was.” , , 

117. It is now for those who place credit in the above ^atement to pan* 
* aider, how the perguunahs Mathela, lM[eerpoor, Mchurkce, introduced into, the 
Koran for the first tiiho, itis said, by a new leaf in August ^843, found their way 
into a copy of the treaty prepared and registered in the roohih of April previouBiy. 
The leaf said to have been extracted is produced by Shaik Alt' Hoossein to-. the 
authorities, and it will, , be seen on examimhg It that tlie only alteration beypnd 
that of substituting,!*' pergunnah ” for village, is that the words “ Bu Murzee 
wem, attempted, to be ajtered iuio Mehurkee.” Major’ Lang’s notei above cited, 
appendetl to the extracted leaf, mentions, that “ in attempting to make * Bu 
M nr?ee ’ into ‘ Meburk.ee’ the papers seem to bare been * spoilt.’ ” Confessedly 'but 
for the dnmsin<?^8 of the first forgery, no second one would have been attempted, 
so that if Captain Pope had seen the Koran it would not have corresponded with 
the cop^ of the treaty then, as it is said, on the records of Government, and it is 
tliercfoie obvious thUt inasmuch as tliis copy does not correspond with toe 
allegeyl. extracted leaf, but' does entirely correspond wi to the new leaf, said to 
hayo btoh iritoried in August subsequently^ that is to say, with.the Koran in. its 

J resmit stat^ either ' no aitoration was made in August 1843 to deceive Captain 
'ope, or tiiirt its' state when shown to him Was the slate in which it was on and 
previously' ito the 4th of April 1843 , or that such alleged copy must have been 
made and recorded subsequently to the Koran being sliown to Captain Pope.' 

116. The.; Commissioners, taking no notice orthisj' express “their conviction 
that the copy of .the freaty which, they are satisfied was recorded on the 4th 
April I843,c0froboriati!>d Shaik Ali Hoossein’s eir%hce in a ** remarkable point, 
;wliich 8bai4 Aliijplooasein did" not himself notice, nor at firet perceive the force 
' of wbenlq«i!SllbjiH^,/|p^^ js, that it leato the * Mehurkee * followed by 

/ Khimdi but and in this respect appcai-cd 

r'to--W,srtoto-itl|«ifitif^^ at that inlend^ to supp'^ft the'da'im 

J ihtm'ppljstihg} without ri^rtiug! to the substitution 6f 

Mehurfece dpes not appear in the extracted 
to altor ‘ Ru^'Mhraee’, into, Mehurkee, 
aodiikh^ this sacceedeC Mtorwor might have been inserted betoto it» dud the 
li&i' '83'. ' ‘ '<rbrd 
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word niwt of course have remaiujsd'ab^e 

it, as it stiow a)»]}eafs ja the Kdmn ; readist^ w^i^' 

sligbtljr'' different 'sen^.'”' .. :■ ; 
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, 119. Your fnenioriaUst has extracted .pie above , obsejfvatwa^ ^O!^^ the 
Cbmrnissio'nere fancy, .that they have iii», covered, a remarkable cc^^of^pon of 
j^haik .jUl Hdpssein’s .statement, in the, ciroumatance that the word- 
has been omitted in the copy of the ti;eaty said to have been rechi^ed,eb 
of AjjTir 184.3, Your memorialist apes hot wonder that the withes ^ not 
himself notice, or at first perceive, the force of this point when questipned about 
ii, and your memorialist wholly disputes that it has any force at hlh '^he ch|»y 
of the treaty of the 4th April 1843 is, and ,has been ;sho\irn to bp, jlipgither 
spurious ; and whether “ Bu Murzee ” was othitted by aocident pf the copyist or 
artfully, is whplly immaterial. The ^ommissionm are in error* in' suppoaing 
that the word “ Bu Murzee ” is not in, the treaty in the Kprim,* and they grntly 
mistake in saying that if “Bu Murzee” had been successfully converted into 
” Mehurkee,’’^ the word Mecr[»oor could have, been inserted, befth'e ; It, for the 
word “ Bu Murzee ” appears in the middle, not at the end- of a iiiie,‘%nd therC 
could have been no room for the introduction of anything mpth*. ' Moreover, 
‘Uhe inference” that the treaty in ilie Koran being altered about April 1848, 
instead of corroborating, is flatly opposed to the history given by the tVitness of 
the period and history of the supposed forgeries, • 


120. Your memorialist trusts ihs|t he has now satisfactorily shown to your 
lionourable Court, by tests of the fairest and most conclusive nature, that the 
documents called copies of the tr'paty produced, before the Commission are 
.spurious, and prepared for the occasion ; that no copy was recorded by Captain 
Brown immediately after the battle of Nownahur, and consequently that there 
never was on the records of the Sind government any copy or translation 
which your memorialist, could have had any motive to steal, or could in fact have 
stolen. As this part of tbf .Urect evidence, however, is said to be confirmed by 
the theft of a box 6f ICaptain' Brown’s, containing Sind retsords, and as great 
reliance is placed on it by the Commissioners mid the confirming authorities, 
your memorialist will show your honourable Court, by aii independent oxamina-, 
tion'of this .part of the case, that it is as hollow and unsubstantial as the rest of 
,tbe case against your memorjulist. 

1'21. Moonshee Towur Mull staie-s — “ Before the battle of Meeaiiee, Colonel 
Outram and Captain Brown, together with the Moonshee Moyadeen, went 
down from Deejee-Ka-Koto in the steamer to Hydrabud, aud when they got 
to the garden aud alighted tlierc ’Ij feeaid from Moerza Duood, that Moonsiiee 
Moyadeen had lost the Persian antf' English copies ot'.tho treaty of Nownahur, 
which were on the records of Government. I went and told Captain Brown of 
this. He sent for Moonshee Moyadeen aud s^ked him vvhere the book containing 
copies of this kind was;” 

122. Of course if there wms even no Persian and English copies of the treaty on 
the records of Govern 'iient at that time, this statement is a pure invention. But 
here again, if the Digest and Office Memofandurn had been consulted, the exact 
day on wdiich Captain Brown’s box w*as stolen would have appeared*, with tlie 
conteKls of it, so far at least as ..any official papers were concerned, the .name of 
the person or persons suspected, and- the punishment, if any, awarded. The 
theft of Captain Brown’s^ box took place after the battle of Meeanee,,and whilst 
the .asrmy was in the entrenched camp at Hydrabad^ and about the end of March 
01 beginning of April 1843,, The box was one iij which Captain Brown had 
shortly before kept a collection of coins and some very large emeralds and rabies 
belonging to the late Mr. Ross Bell,' and Captain Brown, whilst ai Snkkur, and 
before moving to Hydrabad, had bn s^veml occasions open<ifd the bax ndd shmivn 
the contents to his fmndii, and must have ^:b^^ seen doing lb by ^Sieryants and 
others.. Captain Brown wasin the habit of keeping thbhd* od »#' tobibi and^ t^^ 
above circumstahbes satisfactorily explain a theft whieb bdSh toTO sa^k 

useful account against yonr memorWhst.. Whether, thb vafitthlei Verb hi lifo? box at 
the time it was . Stolen, your memorii^t is unable to but there 

were many private and some official papers in it ; bill ,pl|»r8 lost on 

the occasion could have been itomediatbly tea<fod by€nidiin Bmibtt to thn 
and Office Memocaadum* so as to enalde him to send mr dd^icates or copies of^ 
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repUe? ^' Infers 1168 and 11 96 'dated' 21 at and 2«th Aui^ 1848, adeb^d 
^ tw lufte Political ^g'tnt in Sind and Bnloochistan, Colonel Outrank, to 
Tu ^tuidociii Eaq,, relying to disputes between Mear Ali IVlorad and 
Jdeer. -Kuaswr Khan of» Khyrpoor, being furnished me, as the vriginals rtre 
sn|moBed to have been earried off in a box of records, stolen from my office 
at^Hydmbadih 1848, 

/^Khmche 

,123. The -two letters so distinctly referred to by Captain Brown, and dated 
five jaohths'before the battle of Nownahur, are the only documente which it was 
•necessary for him to obtain copies of from the Government of India; but it may 
he reasonably doubted whether Captain Brown was not writing, somewhat 
loosely, four years after the theft, when he described the box stolen as a box of 
records, though it may have contained some; but the fact that Captain Brown 
haf) the above property of the late Mr. Bell in his charge, is, your memorinKst 
believes, the origin of the theft. 

124. When the urhiy w'as in tlic entrenched camp, Mr. Maher, it is believed, 
was at Sukkur in chaige of ihc records, and not at Hydrabad, and if so, his . 
evidence is only hearsay. Mr, Surtees was with Captain Brown at the tirire of 
the theft, having accompanied him and Colonel Outram to Hydrabad, and 
remained with them from January 1843 to May inclusive, wliilst Mr. MahCr 
during all that period was, y'our memorialist Irelieves, at Sukkur, where the 
Sind records were, except such few as CJaptain Brown might have brought 
with him to Hydrabatl, or have bad sent to him subsequently, and these were in 
charge of Mr. jsurtees. But neither Mooiishfe Towiir Mull nor Meorza Daood 
acc«)mpaiiicd Colonel Outrani and Captain Brown. to Hydrabad, Moonshee Towur 
Mull being with Major CHbborn, and Meerza Daood being, as your meraoriulist 
believes, at that time at Ferozepore. He first came to Hydrabad in September 
1843, with a recommendation to Captain Brown from Sir Richmond Shakespear, 
and was first employ<'d by the Sind Governmeiit in the end of that year. 

Mr. Maltcr, in his evidence, dates Meerza Daood’s employment even later, saying 
that it commenced in 1844. Moonsltee Moyadeen, at the time Colonel Outram 
and Captain Brown arrived at Hydrabad, was actually in confinement cm board 
the “ Satellite” steamer unrler* a guard, not for stealing or losirm office records, 
but for corresponding with the enemy (see SirC. Napier’s letter to Colonel Outram, 
dated 4th Feirruaxy 1843; Colonel Outram’s reply, 8th February 1843; and Colopel 
Outram ’s further letter, 12th February 1843, Supplementary Sind Blue Book, 
pages 28, 29, 37), and he was nut released until after Mecr Roostum Khan and other! 

Ameers had been scut to Bombay, and, once released, was never afterwards Con- 
fined dr suspendetl from employment, as the Digest and Office Memorandum will 
show, and was never accused or suspected of having stolen Captain Brown’s box 
or any office records. Mr. Maher’s evidence on these points, besides being mere 
hearsay,, is totally incorrect. But , if the Commissioners considered the theft 
of the box as important evidence corroborating the statement of Shaik Ali 
Hoossein and bis confederates, it, would have been only proper to have endea- 
voured to him? ascertained, not by the loose statement of aiiy person, but by an 
actual examination of the records themselves, whether any officiar paper really 
bearing on the Nownaliur jreaty had been stolen or not, and what records 
actually wnre missing. It appears plainly from * the priotgd Sind papers 
relating to , charges a^nst* your memorialist, pages 196 to 202 inclusive, that 
the tioiYe^ondence irom the loth September 1842 to the 27th September 
1842, between Captain Brown and Colonel Outram and the Ameers, was not 
lost. All th^ l^ets .received, .during this period, including the letters said to 
have been written by your M^mpriaKst, and Meet Roostum, and Meer Nusseer 
Khan to Captain Brovrii on the very battle field of Nownibur,and Captain Brown’s 
reply as well as the cadginal drafts and translation, are all forthcoming, and any 
<;opy of the Nownahnr treaty given by Shaik Ali Hoossein on riie 20tk of 
^p^mher 1842 for rei»!>rd>'mu£A have been placed in its torn and number 
!>imon^t these very papers^ and hayo been kept. with them in the Msadne place at 

, . E 4 s Sukkur. 


letter, addrewed.'by ,hitn-'tp 

tA. the.Qovemon^tenerah*-^- 

■' 166 of 1847. 

to request you wiB au0iori»? duplicates of 



PAPBftS RBLATIHQ to, i&MEER :AU: 

i*M])eMon tbe Sukkuf, VThat reason had Captain Brown ajt thi|t time for taking the P«^irs!an 
SiSrSSJtof ®®Ry tbejNowhdiliir with him th 

Ai^rAliRiowI. from ihe other teckn-ds of the period oh his tahte io a" hiihlv ^t atiy'^i^ 

; ,i , he,. did so, its nutuher on the file, can be specified (froni thshd^'t^^ irediain. 

Further, Captain Brown's. Digest friHn May to the 27th' Simte^ 1842 
was not stoleni and » larj^ly quoted by the Mr. Willonibby in 

the 3d paragraph of his minute.: Yqur memoriaijist belierSn^ that When 
Oatram was attacked by the Ameeis at Hydti^ad and '^the iEtesMeOi^^^ 
dered, some /Persian bat not any Bullish records were lost along with the 
fn:operty of himself and the other officers there, but Moonshec Moyade^ had 
nothing to do with this, bring theii actually iii confinement on’ board 'the 
steamer “ Satellite ’* in the river; and your memorialist believes that tho 
whole of the records for September 1842, both Persian and English, bn the 
leth of which .month of September ...1842 the battle of j^owiiabur was 
fought, are perfect. , , • . v - ^ 

125. Year memorialist believes, as already mentioned* that Mr, Mahmr .was at 
Sukkur at the time of the theft, and therefore knows nothing ahoujl it of his 
own knowledge; but it is remarkable that, as he mentions tltat an P^gli^ 
book, written by himself, endorsed ^'Secret,” was amongst the papers; in the 
box, that ho should not be able to give a better account of its contend thun 
he has done. , 

120. When asked by the Commissioners “ what proceedings were adopted by 
Captain Brown op the loss of the bojt,” Mr. Maher replied, “ Eyery inquiry 
was made among the Wiiole establishment, and suspicion fell on Moonshee 
Moyadeeij, who Was currently believed to have taken it. Tim moonshee was 
immediately suspended by Captain Brown;. .but as nothing could be proved 
against him, he was again employed for a short time, and then dismissed 
altogether.’* 

127. Nothing can be more ina«curate than tliis statement. If the inquiry 
here referred to had really made (biit your memorialist, from what he has 
heard, believes that no inquiry at all was made, no office servant being in fact 
suspected of the theft), the written proceedings of the inquiry must be furth- 
coming, on the face of which i^ will appear, on whose statement and on what 
grounds suspicion fell on, Moonshee Moyadeen, when he was suspended, when 
released from arrest, and the office memorandum will show the same thing ; but 
your memorialist is confident that a reference to it will exhibit Mr. Maher’s 
extreme inaccuiracy. , Moonshee Moyadeen was only once suspended ; that 
occasion, and the reasons for iV'havpjnl ready been pointed out He never was 
dismissed from Government ecaph/t De was. discharged at his own request, 
about the ehd of the year 1843, aS his petition on the records and the office 
memorandum will testify. 

128. Your memorialist now proceeds to e.xa(niae die Only really corroborative 
evidence adduced in support of the statement of Sliaik All Hooteein and his 
confederates, in the course of the inquiry. These are the entry in Captain 
Brown’s Digest, immediately following his description of the battle of Nownahur ; 
the letters from Meer Roostum Rhan and Meer ^usseer Khan to Captain 
Browu, written immediately after the battle; the letter said to have been 
received from your memorialist on the 18th September 1842 ; and the letter 

{ iroduced by the witness Meer Mahomed Hoossein, as having been written to 
)|m by your Memorialist'' shortly after the battle, dated 24di September 1842. 

'i ' ' ' * i 

i29. With respect to the first of ' these, it appears from Captain Brown’s 
Digest, that he received intelligence of the battle of Nownahur on iffie 16th of 
September 1842... The battle had been fought the day before,' and the treaty 
was signed in the evening- The information of the particulars of the battle 
must ha ve treached him by a cossid, tted are detailed on the Digest, on the 16th 
of September 1842. A part of the statement is as follows ■; ’ 

“Meer Roostum seeing the state of things” (tfibt 'yimr.membriulist,;had his 
qpponenfs at .his mercy), “sent hia^seid by his aon, Mcm AU Mijtrdop, to Ali 
Morad, with a carte blanche for alty,|eniui he might eboose 
Alt Morad replied, that .he> came thie^ to .fight anii. tb. recover the Jau<|^ftnd 
properties that Meer iioostnm and Me^.Moobarnk Wybstly seized of 1^ wheA. 

. he ■ 
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v jlje Was a boy? „ On j mslatirn of Meer Ali Murdon, Meer Roostum and Syed 
AR .^Golmri^ ^'taking' widbi. tbena the Korail, proceeded to Meer Ali Morad*s 
quarters itn eiihraat him to. cease fighting;, and to withdraw. When my informant 
came aWey# Roostum! and Ali Gohur wiWO still at Ali Morad’s camp.” 
Immediately beloyt this ia the following memorandum, said to have been added 
by <>i)iain BroWD» on the 20th September 1842 : ~ 

Roostntn Ehan and Nusseev Khan have satisfied the claims of Meer 
Ab.ldorad Khan, by transferring to him nine villages, and hostilities have for 
the, present been suspended; but from Meer Roostum's continuing to collect 
troops, and.repair his guns, it is generally believed that he is tetnporising, and 
ipteuds, when in stiificicnt strength, to meet Ali Morad in the field again.” 
On what authority, on whose information Captain Brown made the above entry, 
. does not appear ; and it seems very improbable that it should nut have been 
written* earlier than the 20th September 1842, for, as printed, it is entered in 
the Digest from 13ih to the 19th September 1842, whilst the Digest fmm the 
20th to the 2.6tn September contains an intervening entry of other matti^r hetbre 
it records the visit of Shaik Ali Hoossein to Captain Brown, to show him the 
treaty. One thing, however, seems clear, that Captain Brown did not receive 
his intelligence of the nature of the treaty from Shaik Ali Hoossein, fur it la 
recorded, together with some further intelligence, before any mention is made of 
that person’s visit. • 

130. It would appear that Meer Nusseer Khan despatched a man, named 
Moola Mahomed, to Captain Brown, immediately ^tcr the battle of Nownahar, 
with a letter from Meer Nusseer Khan, and seemingly one from Meer Roostum 
Khan, and both of which are set out at page 300 of the “ Scinde Papers relating 
to the charges preferred against Meer Ali Moorad.” 

131. These letters, it appears, were received by Captain Brown on the 18th 
aSeptember 1842. No part of Captain Bran’s Digest, recording his interview 

with Moola Mahomed, is printed, and yet*uch an interview could not have 
taken place without a memorandum of it being made by Cajitain Brown ; and, 
if Moola Mahomed had been Captain Brown's informant (that your memorialist 
had been satisfied with nine villages), it is only reasonable to suppose that tliat 
fact would have been mentioned, but the languag'e of the entry entirely repels 
the presumption, that it is founded on his information, for it mentions, what no 
follower of Meer Roostum or Meer Nusseer Khan could have communicated to 
Captain Brown, namely, that Meer Roostum was continuing to collect troops and 
repa r his guns, “ from which it is generally believed that he is temporising, and 
intends, when in sufficient strength,” &c. &c. 

1 32. The entry, therefore, in Captain Brown’s Digest is no more than the 
gossip of his own spies. 

133. The two next documents are the letters from Nusseer Khan and Meer 
Roostum Khan to Captain Brown, the former received on the 17th September 
1842, and the latter sent apparently by Moola Mahomed, and received on the 
18th September 1842. 

184. In the first of these letters, as translated by Captain Kennedy at the 
time it was received, the following is the only passage relating to the result of the 
battle, or the treaty Meer Ali Murad has acted without i-espect of persons, 
and seeing Riat he was, beyond all hounds, and had.no regard for the usual 
etiquette, 1 was obliged to satisfy the hungry begga%with a morsel, and so put 
him off for the time.” (Sind Papers relating to charges against your memo* 
rialist, page 198.) 

135. If any reliance is to be placed upon the metaphorical expression thus 
employed, your memorialist w'ould' beg to point out, that it is very inconsistent 
that he ^onM have been beyond all bounds in his demands, and should then 
have been contented with a ^ morsel/’ 

186. The same passage in subsequent translation liade by Captain Harding,, 
on the Slsib October 1847, for the purpose of ||te Commission, is thus rendered t 

**Meer All Morad Itecame most arrogant, seeing that he hud it all lus own 
w4yrij^e found him hungry, therefore, satished him at the time with a mouthful. 
In finture, however, it will not stand good. 

118. F 
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Aoieef Ali Morad. 
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Kesiiiddjr ' willl^'';^^'at' '|# 

Papfen, ueJatiag. #ie tihargen, &©». 
istbus renderw%'€s^Mtt iCeoaedy .',i. 

"The Meer'* (■MBer'''A'n Morad)"’" 
ness, commenced fiHng his ^ns and mdsketry, aad 
purpose of settling the matter in die belt imimiter {m9Stye,^by ddei^l^ 
pense, i;c.,'fthea there were found to ^ taeln dr twelve idled, aid eight or ten 
woufided,” ' , y'"-’' 


''*>V ' 


138, The same passage is thus trandated by Captain Handing ;r*"Meer Ali 
‘Morad, forgetting all ties, contrary to all custom, commenced firing upon imi, 
and before I could reach him ten or twelve persons had been killra, and as 
many wounded. 1 approached the Meer, and, in order to obtain peace, ccpsenled 
to make over to him some villages for the time being." 

139. Of course Meer Roostum Khan and Nusseer Khan, in coaimdnicatin^ the 
r^ultof the battle to Captain Brown, would not like to make the humiliating 
confession, that they liad been oatirely defeated by your memorial^, ind were 
wholly at his mercy. 

140. From these letters no one would discover, except in the above passages, 
that they liatl met with any reverse at all ; and the result of the battle and con- 
cessions made to your memorialist a:fe of course Wrapped up in the vaguest 
language, as little humbling to the pride of the writers as it was possible to make 
such a communication. ^ 

V ' ' 'V 

141, But from the information which reached Captain Brown immediately 
after the battle, and which he has recorded in his Digest of the 16th September 
1842, it will be seen that your memorialist was able to dictate such terms of 
peace as he pleased, and it is not '^ry credible that he would have bceu satisA 
fied with nine villages, eonsiderin^hat he had for years previously been dis- 
puting with Meer Nujsseer Khan, and his father, Meer Moobaruk Khan, before 
him, respecting the large share of your memorialist’s patrimony, which they 
had appropriated to themselves during his minority, and of which, excepting 
the five villages recovered through Mr. Ross Bell, Meer Roostum Khan, and 
Meer Nusseer Khan, w<-‘re then in possession. 


142. Captain Pope, in his letter, dated Sukkur, 24 October 1843, to tlie 

Government of Indiai speaking of this treaty, says, “The balance of testimony, 
however, as well as the nnive^aul voice of the country, is decidedly against its 
having been sealed voluntaniy b) Nusseer Khan. He appears to have l^en 
seated sullenly on the ground some 10 or 1 a paces from, the rest of the chiefs. 
On being applied to for bis seal, he is stated to have said that he had it not with 
him;- The ex-Ameer, Roostum Khan, then went up to him ; and after trying all 
in his power to reconcile him to what he said was inevitable, put^his bands iu 
his nephew’s waistband, from whi«di he drew the seal, and applied it to the deed. 
His Highness (your memorialist) never appears to have obtained possession of 
the places thus coded, till, the whole country came temporarily in his possession 
in January 1843.” , ' . ^ 

“ His Highness lias frequently and fully admitted in (fonveriation with me, 
that the cession was not, willingly made. 1 give his Highness’s exact words, 
*Gurka ceea,’ lie said ; i. e^ that it was a conquered country, or one that he had 
won in war," 

143. This is the information Captain Pope liad collected regarding the bonking 
nnd sealing of the treaty; and your honourable Court will consider wliether, as 
Meer Roostum Khan, ‘tl«;n the rais bf the country, ,and who ha4 not , perwnally 
been in danger during the battle, but. who mteriWed. to protect* M*®** Nus^r 
Khan, confessedly wade over seven villages of ha own ydh* 

Meer Nusseer Khan should have been called uponiio surrender,* aM.yo^’’ 
rialist should have been willing to accept two villages Ikuto-hinij duly fhoduemg 
an annual income of about ‘4, oo« . rupees, he bemg the 'persea^^-^ 
in burning your memorialist’s villages had brbu^iit on ;thei;ibtr^j and 
whom your mcmoriaii4 was chiefly afe feud, and wh^er thferh wquhs hi|V|?^iii 
tlie difficulty meiitibned by Captain Pope of obtamiug Meer Ndweef 

' • , consent . 
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* ‘ 

eonsent to ft |M% of two «itd ftiiclu at th« nty moment of 

making: it> nftiftkftr he )ftor Sleot Hooatom Kbin to abide by Oaptahi 

Popc'ft l«tt«f» k of ftfUitiottiii value in thk rei{k«|; that whilst be givt^s the 
universal voice of ** the country ** on the subject of the treaty, which is repre- 
sented to be against it as a voluntary document, it i« evident that not one of th( 
mnuy with whom Captain Pope had conferred, and whose infomintiou htid en 
titled him thus to speak, had suggested to Win that the treaty had been alteror 
since it was entered into, or that your memorialist was claiming under it wlm 
Imd never been made over to him. 8uri*ly he cannot adduce a more poworfu 
fact in proof that not the village, but the pergnnnah, of Mathela, comprising 
the titrre tujtpas, had f>eeii made over by the treaty, and that the uniVerua 
voice of the Country'” was to that effect; in oppositioii to which the vague expros 
sioM in the letters of Mcer Koostum and Meer Nusseer Khan to I'aptain Brown 
above (]MOted, arc as waste paper. 

144. The poramissioners further rely on^a letter from your mcmoHallst, iti the 
handwriting of Mo(mshou ^ushurat Ali, and which, Shaik Ali Hoo«s<'iu says, 
was written in his presence on the field of Nownaliur, in reply to a letter received 
by Captain Brown on the 18tl» of September 1842; and on this letter, and the 
r^ly made by your memorialist to a qut'siion put to him by the Commissioitvrs 
regardiug it, the latter have passed some Tcry harsh and unjustifiable remarks, 
and have committed apparently a veiy extraordinary mistake. The Coinnu's- 
sioners state that voiir memorialist has tliiowu “ all the doubts that he could on 
bis letter ” (meaning the above), ^iow if your moniorialist’s reply to their in- 
quiry h(' retorred to, it will he seen tliat he lias merely said, as is the truth, that 
the copy was uot on ///a* records; hut although he liad no reeolleetiou of the 
letter, lie did not re))udiate it ; and, on the contrary, expressly confirmed its 
couteiita, sajing, “ J did n')t therefore think it noces-ary to send particulars of 
the villages and pergunualis to that officer (CJaptain Broun), but was contented 
to inform him, that tlie Koimu, containing thu treaty, would be afterwards scut 
for his iiispeefeion, wlieu he would becfrtuc aware of what was contained inuU” 

But the 1( tter was virilteu hy Shaik AH Iloosseiu’s order, and may not have 
beta !-etu hy your ineiuorialist ; jour memorialist would natundly put Ids seal 
to anj letter prepari-d or aiUisod hy Miaik Ali Hoosseiu without examining 
very closely into its* eouieuts, and the reasonable f xplauatiou of its language is, 
that, as ('uptuiu Brown’s letter of remonstrance arrived whilst the treaty was 
under discussion, and was replied to immediately, either the treaty may not 
have been finally concluded at the time the reply was dcspaU'hed, or Shaik Ali 
Hoo-sfsn may have thought it prudent uot to break all at oiicc to Cuptain Brown, 

, the, extent of th(> cession actually made. 

140. The (lommissioi#rs have charged your memorialist with antedaiiug a 
draft letter written hy him to Captain Brown, and cvi<lcntly, and on tlie face of 
it, written in reply to one addres-od lo him hy (’aptain Brown after the latter 
had jceolvcd n^ws of the battle of Nownaliur. It is manifest, on the face of it, 
tliat tills letter w'as not addressed to {’aptaiu Blown on the <lay of the figiit, the 
J)th Sliahan ; and theiefoie when jour minioiialist presented it to tin* Couimis- 
hioiKU’ as such, he did so on the iiiformalion of hi.s own ])a>plo. It cannot be 
supposed that your memorialist is his own Karhary and vakeel, that he searehed 
his records with his own hands, or tli.it he examined all the papers with his own 
eyes. Had he done so, or had he even read tlie draft Icttpr, he could hardly have 
committed the gross blunder of presenting it to the ( ’ommissionors as haviug 
been written on the day of the .battle, nor could there indeed be any object ir 
^ai tempting deceit On such a point. Your iuemoriuli.st wholly denies all know- 
ledge of wheu or by whom the date of the Otli Shabnn was written on it. 

147 . With re8p<*ct to the three letters produced by the witness Meer Mahomed 
Hoossein as having been received by him from his rather, Meer Uoostu'n Khan, 
his coiisiii Meer Nusseelr, ami his uncle, your memorialist, immediateiv after the 
battle of Nownahiir, and which the Coinmis«ion soy at;f‘ coucUisive evidence, in 
corroboration of Sheikh Ali Hoossein’s statement as' to the original extent uf the 
cosaion; your memorialist is rejoined to think that they have been prixlnuiHl 
before th? Commission^ fbr ho coufidentlj asserts that they arc manifestly spuri- 
ous documents, and that, submitted to ‘any of the local officers in Sind, they 
would be pronounced to be so. 

‘ iifl, ra Fir*.!. 
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' objections. 





Tim leti^ your thetnoipial|st asjeirti* ijQ iiuaimbted 

forijery, whiou the forgets seem to liati^e aOXiOUs fo AocUibiifote, suppo^ng, 
ap^reotly. Jliat ithey would ho mistahott' by Eipgmh Commissioners for 
proofs of authenticity. ^ ^ 

The word “ Bahalust” (it is confirmed) on the foce of the letter is confrary 
to all iisage and courtesy. The Ameets phly put this word do grants or agree- 
ments. T^he irord is seldom put even On purwankhs^ But it tieVer was Used in a 
letter even to an inferior, and would be esteemed u jgrms Insult to' an equal, 
whiolqyour memorialist would scarcely be inclined to Ollfer to Mahomed Hoossein 
in a letter, soliciting his assistance against Nusseer Khan, and begging his good 
ofBcea with Meer Koostum Khan. There are hundreds of letters on the Sind 
Records from the Ameers, and your memorialist confidently alitrms that mot one 
can be produced in which the word “Bahalust” appears. 

The envelope, besides having the seal thereon as usual, has the wrords, '* The 
writer, Mecr Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, from Degee-Ka-Kote, 18th Sliaban 
1268 a writing somewhat of this nature would have been, and. in accordance 
with custom, if there had been no seal on the envelope. BUt it is contrary to all 
usa^e to write anything of the kind when the writer's seal has been stamped 
outside the letter ; and had there been no seal, your memurialist's name would 
not have been mentioned as the writer” of the letter, but as that of the. person 
by whom the letter was despatched. 

The body of the letter is, and the memorandum on the envelope appears to be, 
in the handwriting of Shait: Ali Hoossein, and the address is in that of another 
person, which is very unusual, and would be most unlikely to occur ih a real 
transaction. The envelope is much older than the letter, which Indeed is too 
new for its date,- and the paper of the envelope is of a different kind from the 
paper of the letter. From all these circumstances it is quite evident that the 
envelope is of a letter of a remote ‘date, which may have been written to Meer 
Mahomed Hoossein, and the letter has been written recently, and put into the 
old envelope for the present purpose. 

148. All these objections were pointed out by your memorialist to the Com- 
missioners ; objections which in themselves were quite sufficient to throw doubts 
on the best of proofs.; and, although there are in the service of the Britisli 
Government, in the Shikarpoor, Hydrabad, and Kurraokee Collectorates, the 
ablest and most intelligent of the Ameer’s servants, through wliose evidence* the 
importance of these objections could have at once been tried, yet the Commis- 
sion, on the face of these foefaj which were shown to them, contented them- 
selves with asking Meer Maitomc i Iftoossein and Shaik Ali Hoossein a very few 
questions on these points, and they were not Very likely to admit that there could 
be doubts respecting letters which, if not genuine, must have been concocted by 
themselves in concert. 

149. The next letter purports to be from Meer Nusseer Khan to Meer • 
Mahomed Hoossein, and that your memorialist also denounces as an evident 
forgery. 

160. The Ameers of Sind have never been in the habit of sealing their 

letter.® ; the seal was always on the envelope ; this letter has the seal^atthe end ; 
the Government records are filled with letters from the Ameers, from which it 
will he seen that it is quite contrary to usage to affix the seal at the end of the 
body of the letter. But further, it is quite evident, on looking at this letter, that 
toe seal was on th<* papef before the letter wus written. The seal interferes With, 
and is actmilly affixed before the concluding words, namely, “moreover may' 
the days of your happiness always be prosperous.” . 

161. Either of these^ would be sufficient' to tbtow discredit on a document not 

otln rwise oi-en to suspicum, but both taken togetocar completely felwfy it. Wh^ 
Sir Chai'les Nspicr'^vas at Hydrabad,' alter the Battle of die’ heard that 

there were a great iiupiber of blank papers bearing the leats iff toe different Ameers 
in the possession of their officers, which were kept by them eitoer with or without 
the permission of their masters. Sir Charles ordered .tlje, Colifetor and IVtegis- 
tratc to get possessiow of them and destroy f hem, and a grtot number of, tfee 
papers were destroyed on tliat occasion ; and in like manner at Kyrpoor, when 
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jf, l^lc. pape^ v|)^^ 'iliet fi^ression of Ameejra’ i^la on the 
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aQd calH SleeJ'AirSSmd 

iiaVe been mal^'of ijaals by the Ameers?’ This ^ 

pj^tended Jet^ir , of Mrer to .,ili|‘ witness clearly, in origin, 
a blank sealed paper which Shaik AH- Hdosisein cbtild easily have obtained, 
and on it haye directed some one to write , the letter, and the writer not being 
able to bring the cji>ncl.usioh of the letter within^ the impi^OO of the seal, was 
obligedtQ conclude below, and then, to hide the 'blunder and give plausibility 
*to it, be added another line, saying,— -accept the; compliments of so aud so,— 
naming five other ininor, Ameers, as if they, had all been sitting toother, whereas 
each of them had his separate jagbires and establishment, and lii^ed separately 
from the others. . . * 


^ 1 ^' ' 

l.d2.*'W‘hy these letters were not subjected by the Commission to some test ; 
why„not sent to the Hydrabad Collector to inquire from some of the many 
Jagbeerdars and Ameers, who are living under that Collectorate, whether the 
Ameers ever addressed letters to one another with the word “ ikhalust” on 


them, or with their seals affixed at the end of the letter itself, your memorialist 

is unable to say. He points to it however as an additional proo^of the extremely 

superficial manner in which the Commission have investigated the case. With 

respect to the third.letter pmduced by Meer Mahomed Hoossein, as written to 

him by his father, Meer Koostiim Kbaii, ^ on the — September 1842, notliing ''after thebauJoof 

could of course be more easy than for the witness to take tl»e envelope of an old Nownahur. 

letter addressed to him by his father, aud to put into it whatever. he chose to 

have considered as the nature of the communication made to him, and then 

produce it before the Commissioners; and if the witness produced even one 

false document to the Commissioners, a whereas, in truth, he gave in two mani- fact would 

festly foiged letters, no credit can be attached to the 'third; wldch his relationship ^fj**** 

to the writer would give him peculiar facility in manufacturing. " 


163. ^his witness, Meer Mahomed Hoossein, whom your memorialist conceives 
he has Miown to be as devoid of principle as any of those who appeared before 
the Commission, is commended by the Commissioners for the straightforward 
manner in which his evidence was given, whilst the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, 
in the 64th para, of his minute on the^case, seemed to think himself ju-tified in 
saying, that " the documents he (Meer Mahomed Hoossein) produced are of 
themselves sufficient to satisfy the most sceptical !” 


164. But, shutting their eyes to all antecedent circumstances in the history of 
Sind, from the time of the battle of Nownahur up to the commencement of 
the war, the Commissioners wholly forget to inquire whether this witness, the 
son of Meer Roostum, was not i» Sir C. Napier’s camp at Sukkur in December 
1842, or with Colonel Outram at Kbyrpoor in January 1843, when the Ameers 
or their Vakeels had been summoned to show their claims to territory, and to 
discuss their right to cumpeusation. This witnessjlMceply interested in all that 
was going on, could not have been ignorant that Shaik Ali Hoossein, on behalf 
of your meinoralist, claimed the whole of the pergunnah of MatUela, both 
under the Nownahur and the Turlian treaties } and it is altogether preposterous 
ip suppose that, petitioning the British Government as the witness repeatedly did, 
be would not long since have exposed the forgery your mcmoralist is 8ai<l to have 
been guilty of; and if lie had really po-sessed them, have prbtluced the letters 
he laid before the Coiniuissiuners in corroboration of bis assertfon.A 


166. Votir memorialist has now examined all ' * Vour Memorialist 6f8t quan-pllcd with Shaik Ali 
the principal lacts supposed to have been proved Hoosaem at Hydrabad, m June 1843. This qu^ 

. f ‘ fcj V< . . , 1 I r u A-i I. was patched Up for a tew months, and broke out. agam 

before the ‘■Commiasioiiers, and to t*8tabhsh that g,,(l in the beginning of the year 

had comipitted a forgery in the treaty of Nowna- 1845, Wheo'Sir Charles Napier returned from the Hill 
. hur. He has dealt with the case on broad grounds, campaigit, y«ur memoriali-t drove him with ignominy 
» J l,e H,>aur.b|e Court .hut the 

baVe, IR HiCt) XUnda ,no investigation treaiedl^Pecr Ali OVhurin awiiHlarmannerandfor the 
whjatevar jmp^ to your inemo-^-kp ofiences. previojs to, this, shaik Alt Housseh-i 

riaiist. .-r. , '7 ’ ' liad been yottr memoiiatifit** confidential servant and 

* • . - ’ V dtlvlscr, and wat.in poasesMon of blank sheets and 

V 160 Thejf'liave poiltented themselves with simply wvclopes, wiih y«ur mcoiodulist’s seal on it. 

F3" '■ , , recording 




ipmoftAr . , . 

i TwiltAd^ wf 
oc^Ali Momdl 


.recordinif 

'the.jpaii?^ iby tfiese' 

■and^c9rroborativ0’;jpip<»i^. . ; , ' . ' 


.v'^: test it b5f ' 


l^'J:.'''T%e Comihisstoners'iiave not 'td: test it 

reibf«^C(6 to the Government records oj^tbie Mis^y Sib|^ 4&^ peri^ 
of the sajpposed forgery. They have' jcorisequbhtfy; adi^pj^id as trustwotth||Sr! 
evidence which the public records will shpiv to tie wholly false; ami it 
manifest 6a the face of the repdrt»: that; it ihever occurred ^ the Obhimissionew 
to adopt the ordinary means available to ’tihdir hands of probing the extraoHiaary 
tale revealed to them ; and if it be ad^Ofted to in detail, do more incredibm 
story was ever presented to the world than that sworn tO agkin^st your memoralist. 
'No possible motive dan be assighed for his committing a forgery afte? the Turban 
treaty had been, sealed, making over the districts mentioned in the supposed 
forgery to your memorialist. Tliat treaty was agreed upon, if not actually 
sealed, before Sir C, Napier’s proclamation could have been known at Dejee^Ka- 
Kote, probably before that proclamation had been actually issued. Again, that 
proclamation did not affect the districts in question, and therefbre though 
universally assigned as the motive for the forgery, could have furnished no 
motive for it whate^'er, and tltese facts are, overlooked by tbe Commission. Then, 
would anybody but a madman have entertained the idea, that it would be pos- 
sible to make a most substantial alteration in a treal|r clmi^iftg the cession of a 
village into the cession of a purgunnah without being detected, ami the forgei'y 
denounced to the British authorities by all the chiefs who were present at the 
battle when the treaty was signed ? Is it. within the compass of possibility that 
it should have been left for British Coinmissionere sitting in 1850 to establish 
for the first time the fact, that suCh a forgery had been committed? But 
if the forgery had in fact been committed, would the leaf 6n which it was 
so clumsily perpetrated, and which it was necessary tQ take oiit, have been pre- 
served? Would the corresponding leaf on which it is said Peer All Goliur 
began to practice writing, have been kept also? Would this latter Ijaf, if it 
really had come out of the Koran, have been produced and mentioned for the 
first time before the Commission, whilst the former leaf had been given to 


Sir C. Napier in 1847, and, had ever since remained in the possession of the 
British Government, (whioli circumstance, and not any “ rubbing,” will explain 
why the two leaves did not correspond in size), and if Shaik AU Hoossein and, 
Peer Ali Gohur had in truth had th^e important [)apers, is it probable that 
your memorialist would have driven fliem ignominiously from his dominions, 
and have placed it in their power to curry these proofs to the British Govern- 
ment? But your Honourable mdst perceive, that Shaik AU Hoossein as 
your niemoriftlist’s confidentiial aiUbhwer, had his seal and ali bis papers in his 
charge. Where then is the stolen copy of tlie Nownahur treaty, originally given 
to Ca[itain Brown to record r Whore the book and other records referred to in 
Mr. Maher’s deposition as Imving been in Captain Brown’s bpx? If any such 

E 'S had been really stolen for your memorialist, they would have been in 
{ All Hoossein’s poss<?ssi6n along with your memorialist’s other papers. Why 
arc they not produced, or why is their absence not explained ? If the two leaves 
out of the Koran were not destroyed, your Ilouourable Court will at least think 
it reasciiiiable, that the original copy of tlie treaty and some of the other skden 
papers should have been preserved also.; but the Cknnmissioners dp;not;appear 
to have been struck with the circumstance that your memorialist’s Cpntidential 
minister should have been hble to produce the leaf from the , Konna on wixicll the 
forgery was originally committed, aud yet should not have kept, the stolen popy 
i.f the treaty, or have been able to pradpee awy of the other stolen records. But 
Without going further into the detaiis of this case, which the more they are 
examined, are the more incredible, it b a remaTkablp feature in the late inquiry, 
and wliich'odnhdt'fnil to strike vnur lldnouirabl^, Coprt^thPt liothiog ^eems to 
have' been too m'opswiw' for belief^ and'tibt the , CcimnusaiwiP appear to haye 
been satlstied wiiti atr||exl>iiuatiou given tiicfoi, and^ have sfo^ 

short in their cross-examination. Several , instances in; which an' incon- 
sistency, or palpaBie folsiehood in a witness’s evidence |fo1bti^d ojul to him, 
and hpwever clumsily or confusedly evaded or explain^^ thpdulstipning On the 
subject immediately eeaippd,,. Btit. lh t|iO Ovidence w^;^^ a Com- “ 

mission, well prepared hc^itehand m opneve that your : ihgmotihtist Had coiii- 

mitted'' 





The loiiff of* 't^'hibar in 


Shaik AH Hoossein, 


to H»i« 

had ©fitted mow • Injiinoudy againat yotif menidridist. It is iKrMWkrf. 

repeatedly ^vesrt^ to hv^tj^ aathorities as proof almost in itself, and it 

no dmibt had dpisa ite evil wb^ w the minds of the Comiiniasionere. Indeed, * nataraiiy. 

the Chief Opihmiai&nerj Mr. Pringle, had already recorded his conviction of 

ypnr mernorialist’s guilt in his memorandum of the 510th December 1840, drawn 

np.for submission to the Governor-general, and had proposed that the conclusion 

he had arrived at should be acted upon as an ascertained fact. This gentleman 

had, therefore, before the inquiry commenced, committed himself to a proposition 

which it is not in human nature to suppose he would readily admit, had very 

nearly, and in a most important matter, misled the British Government. 


168. Your memorialist, however, confidently asserts before your Hononrablo 
Court, that wdiat the Honoprable Mr. Willoughby speaks of as a possible case, 
namolyi that the witnesses may have conspired to get up this charge against him 
(your memorialist) he has established to be the true case ; that it bears on its face 
indubitable marks of manufacture, and which all the Sind records, all the 
public events in Sind tend decisively to establish, and your memorialist firmly 
believes that if tlie members of the Commission and the confirming, authorities 
had hud their attention attracted to the [Woofs and circumstances hereiri referred 
to, they never would have arrived at tlic conclusion they have recorded of your 
memorialist’s guilt. But what has been the result? The accomplices in this 
foul charge, influenced to act in concert with the double motive of ruining 
your memorialist, and largely profiting themselves, have been honoured and 
rewarded. 


150. Meer Mahomed Hoossein, hitherto forbidden to live in Sind, is recom- 
mended by the Commissioner, Mr. Pringle on the 13th of May 1850 (Just five 
days after the closing of the Commission) for a pension of 1,000 rupees per 
mensem, which is accordingly gTanted to him, with permission to rcsitiiti in 
Sind, and he has since been promised a jaghire. 

loa. Shaik Ali Hoossein, who gave out and fulh* believed that lie would olso Moon- 
receive, and who presented many petitions to have conferred on him oue-tourth shee Zokirain’s 
of the country taken from your memorialist, was granted a pension of 200 rupt'es oTthc^* 

per mensem, and if he had lived, would probably have received higher reward, property to be 

161. Peer Ali Gohur, Towur Mull and* Moooshco Zokiram, your memorialist spiXpapcVs,**^*^^^^ 
has heard, and he believes that ample evidence is forthcoming of tl,ie fact, had charge against 
been promised by Shaik Ali Hoossein a share in Uie large reward ho fully y®'"" n»eim>rialist. 
expected to receive. Peer Ali Gohur s stipulation for reward will be found also 

at page 69, Sind Papers, relating to the, charge prefernid against your inctno- 
ralist. Peer Ali Gohur died alvno.st immediately after giving Iiis evidence, but 
Towur Mull and Zoliiram, both convicted felons, working on the roads at the 
time of the, inquiry, and brought from gaol to give their evidence, had the 
remainder of their respective sentences remitted to them, and received a reward 
each of 1,000 rupees. 

162. It cannot be supposed that these persons gave their evidence under 
any other impression than that if they could succeed in convicting yoiir momo- 
rialist of forgery they would be largely rewarded, even if they did not get all 
they had stipulated for ; and when this circtimstance is coupled with the eranity 
they confessedly bore towards your memorialist, and thSr unprincipled characters, 
w'as it not, your memorialist would ask, a mere mockery to collect their state- 
ments and take, their pa[»er^, and then close the inquiry, saying, that your memo- 
rialist’s guilt had been proved ? 

163. Your membrislkt abstains from adding to this long memorial an cxauii- 
nation of the lengtliened and elaborate minute of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, 
which seems to have beeie made the foundation of the heavy pnnishn)ent the British 
Government have inflicted ou your memorialist, *bit ,he^ takes leave to '^sert 

before your Hon'ourable Court, that this uiirmtc is mri of the^rm<«<* eripfs of * gravest, 
facts, oppo.sed to w^I known public events, and unsustained in its; most maf^ial 
allegations by any trpptwpnhy information wh^yer. The character.pf the #holc 
minute ihdeed may W gleaned, from tho Ipn^: String of the assertion^: which tire 
honourable gentletnah ' Mcrns to mistake for a review of the evidence in^tlic 
’ li8.' F4 * , present 
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Confiwatton'oi' There is no attempt on Mr. Willoughby’s pajct to analyse this 

the^TCTfitories of or test its probability, but a Uaratiye of great length is drawn out, in 

Aiaecr AH Mored. which the Honourable Member of Council introduces just such documents or 
_ statements as he thinks proper, without bestowing any consideration on their 
value or trustworthiness and without any regard to evidence of an opjmsite nature ; 
<a paper so drawn up is palpably deceptive, manifestly unjust to your memorialist,, 
and no safe guide to the authorities. 

164. But one part of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby’s minute your memo- 
rialist must advert to, because whilst his doing so will remove another serious 
stain cast on him by that gentleman, it will, at the same time, exhibit another 
gross attempt ol Shuik Alt Hoossein and Peer AH Gohur to deceive the British 
Government by a forgery, in order still further to heap odium on vour 
memorialist. 

1 65. The matter referred to is a treaty supposed to liave been entered into 
by your memorialist witli Mocr Boostum on the 19th December 1842, whereby 
your memorialist engaged, in consideration of Meer Iloostum abdicating the 
Turban in his favour, to make over to the sons of Meer Dostum and the sons of 
Meer Moobaruk Khan their respective jagbires, and to provide a maintenance 
for Meer Roostum himself. 


166. The existence of this treaty and the evidence 6f it, are related iu 
paragraphs 89 to 100, inclusive, of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby’s minute ; 
and the 99tb paragraph gives that gentleman's conclusion on the evidence, 

“ From the above it will be observed that the proof of this atrocious fraud, the 
interception in the first instance, and tlie suppression afterwards of the private 
treaty between Meers Roostum and Ali Morjid, chiefly depends on the evidence 
of the same two persons who proved the Nowiiahur forgery. But it is supported 
most materially by the independent testimony of the soobahdar of police, against 
whom no charge of ‘’utnity against Ali Morad exists. It is further corroborated 
by file strong presumption which exists in favour of the truth of the story, from 
the absence of all mention in the treaty which Ali Morad has produced, of the 
mainleiiance of wliicli it is admitted he” engaged when the Turban was ceded, to 
provide for Meer Roostum and his family. It may also be observed, that if the 
present charge originntos in a conspiracy against his Highness by ids ex-minister 
and the Peer, why sliould the former have- gone tlirough the farce of sending to 
Mooltan for the pbpers? WJiy should they have not fabricated the letter from 
Meer Roostum and the private treaty on the spt, and supported them by pro- 
ducing (wliicJi would have been easy ) false evidence to prove that these docu- 
ments were intercepted by .Wwr Ali Morad. Although, therefore, as I have 
already stated, I regret that the Commissioners’ inquiry was not extended to 
this additional charge, I see no reason for discrediting the evidence obtained by 
Mr. Pringle, and coupled with the facts proved in regard to the Nownahuir 
treaty, and referring to the impudent attempt of Ali Morad to bribe Lieutenants 
Yonnghusband and Farrington, I have no hesitation in recording my belief 
that the documents produced by Sheik Ali Hoossein are genuine, and the charge , 
of having fraudulently imposed on Sir C. Napier, and depriving Meer Roostum 
and his sons of their paternal estates, is fully proved.” 


3 07. Your memorialist begs to give a flat denial to the assertion of his having 
attempted to bribe Lieutenants Younghusband and Farrington; a charge,, 
however, which had nothing whatever to do with the particular subject then under 
Mr. Willoughby’s consideration, namely, the genuineness of the alleged treaty 
of the 19th December 1842. But looking to the evidence which that gen- 
tleman had before him, it is remarkable that he should have passed over some 
of the most obvious considerations wliicli vyould naturally suggest thcmselvcS' 
to a far less experienced person engaged in the examinatiun of the genuine- 

' "rst heard of in 1847, and was then 

Goldney, and forwarded by him to 


ness ol the uocument. Ihis treaty was r 
produced by ^Shaik Ali Hoossein to Major 
Captain Brown. 


Out ram’s letter to 


Sir C. Napier, 
tiated De}a, 17 Ja- 
nuary 1843; p. 10. 


« Smd filue 


168. When Major Outram visited Meer Roostum Khan at his camp in Januajy, 
18!|3, and during the several interviews that took place between the same 
officer and Meer Roostum, and Nusseer Khan, and their sous, at Hydrabad in 
February following, m such treaty was ever mentioned as in existence. 


169. About 
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169. Abotit six of the sons of Meet Roostum anti Meer Moobaruk (who by 
this alleged treaty were td have their lands back again) were living at Khyrpoor 
during the years 1844, 1846, 1846, 1847, and thence up to the present time, 
and although they were repeatedly petitioning the British Government, they 
never once stated that any such treaty had been entered into, and it is most 
important to bear in mind (though the Honourable Mr, Willoughby could not 
be supposed to know that fact) that Peer Ali Gohur, the writer of the pretended 
treaty, and who states that he had the draft of it with him, and ‘Sheik Ali 
Hoossein, who produced the original to Major Goldney, were the advisers of the 
above Ameers in their complaints against your memorialist, and in their petitions 
for maintenance to the British Government. The witness, Meer Mahomed 
Hoossein, also the son of Meer Roostum and an exile from Sind, never adverted 
to any such treaty in his petitions. 

170. Mccr Roostum Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan, in their numerous letters, 
writtem in Bombay and at Sassoor, to the Government, make no allusion to 
any such treaty. 

171. The first stipulation of the alleged treaty is thus translated : 

“ 1st. That the country north of Roree, according to the proclamation, Ixilongs 
to the British.” 


172. This does riot startle the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, nor excite even 
his attention. 


17.3. Can it be for one moment supposed that such a sentence should find its 
way into a treaty, entered into by your memorialist with Meer Roostum Khan, 
expressly ^ as the condition on which the latter was to resign the Turban or right 
of sovereignty over this very same country to your memorialist? 

174. But the proclamation, as before pointed out, did not confiscate the country 
north of Roree, and further, as it was dated the 18tli December 1842, even 
supposing it to have been issued during that day, which it is scarcely possible 
it should have been, considering that there were about 40 or 50 copies to be 
made first, could not have been known at Deejce-Ka>Kote on the following 
day, so as to be the first article of the pretended treaty of the 19th December 
1'842. 

175. In the next place, the alleged treaty is in a loose piece of paper, which is 
a thing unknown in Sind. Such a treaty, if it had been entered into, “must, 
according to all usage, have been written in a Koran, like the Nownahur and 
Turban treaties, and every other treaty or private agreement ever made between 
the Ameers in Sind. No instance of a confessedly genuine treaty on a separate 
piece of paper can be referred to. 

176. But the paper itself is manifestly an envelope with a blank seal on it. 
The corners arc rounded, as is usual with the Sind envelopes, and the seal is 
^placed just where it should be on an envelope, and as the pretemtled treaty is 
written the seal is brought into quite the wrong place, and the paper bears old 
marks of folding, in a manner which would show it to be, and to bring the seal 
exactly where it should come, as an envelope. Folded lengthwise and across 
the old fold-marks, makes it a letter with the seal i^idc, and in that manner ic 
was 01 ‘iginally forwarded by Major Goldney to Captain ‘Brown in 1847, to whom 
it was immediately pointed out that the so-called treaty was evidently an old 
envelope with a blank seal on it, and Captain Brown must have made an entry 
to this effect in his Digest, if it were referred to, and the alleged treaty never 
was, from that time, regarded as authentic. 

177. It may appear to over labour this subject to say more on it, but botli Sabi 
Ali and Zokiram depose, that this treaty was sent by Meer Roostum by a 
cossid to Sir Charles Napier. Every person in Sind will know that this was not 
the mode adopted by the Ameers of corarounicatiiig with the British authorities. 
All letters were sent by confidential vakeels, and it would have b(!!bn consid|red 
highly discourteous, if not a positive insult, to send- a letter to the chief authority 
in Sind by a cossid. But the original document, and not a copy, is said to 
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Tapers on the Jiave been entrusted to a messenger of this description, A statement which 

(/uniUcatiou of requires no comment. 

the Territories of 

Ameer Ali Murad, _\Jvei'ting once more to the Nownalmr treaty, your memorialist, in the 

early part of tliis memorial, has denied that, to his knowleflge or belief, the 
treaty over was altered from what it originally was, and to this statement he 
fully adheres; but he purposely adds the above qualification, because it is quite 
witliin tho copipiiss of possibility, and in harmony with the character of Sheik 
Ali Hoosseitj, and the eomraou occurrences at the courts ofOriental princes, that 
when that pcivon saw that his connexion with your memorialist must soon ter- 
minate, he may hav<‘ determined to arm himself with and have planned with 
Peer Ali ( Johur, the ni(?ans of preserving a hold over, and, if necessary, of revenging 
himself on his former sovereign and master. Your memorialist has just pointed 
out one clear and maiiifi'st forgery, which has deceived the llotioiirable Mr. Wil- 
loughby, but IK) one else; and if the charge against your memorialist is, as 
he has shown, the result of a foul conspiracy, the foundation of that cons|)iracy 
may liave been laid whilst Sheik Ali lloossoin v.uis in your memorialist’s service, 
ami had access to all his papers and documents. It may well he understood by 
your IIonourul)le Court, that, according to the habits oi’ an Oriental court, your 
memorialist would not know or r(!Collect the language and minor details of tlie 
various ilocuments prepnn-d by bis orders, or advised and sohmilted to iiiiii by 
his confidential s»’rvants. Their language is not his language; nor, in the due 
course of tilings, would it hajipen that, so long as they enjoyed Ids confidence, he 
would give much jx'rsonul attentior. k , the details of correspondonct;, or even of 
treaties. It i.s, therefore, (juite possible that the Nownahur treaty, as originally 
frmned, mentioned* the jiergunnah of Mathela only ; and the letter written for 
your memorialist, by Shaik Ali Hoossein, addressed to Sir C. Napier, and received 
by his Excellency on the 24th January 1843, appears to corroborate tliis impres- 
sion ; and if the pergunnah of Mathela only appeared in the original tntaty, 
there never could have :n;ea any necessity to add to the language of the treaty, 
as that letter itself allows; whilst, on the other hand, if prior to wrifiiig that 
letter it had been felt by your memorialist’s advisers (as the whole case brought 
against him assumes), that it was necessary to import the words Mei'rpoi'c' and 
Mehurkee into the treaty ; «and if an alteration had been attem[»ted for thi^ pur- 
pose in December 1842, it would have been eqpally necessary to mention those 
di.slricls in the letter itself; and it may safely be said, tliat they would have been 
mentioned in that document. Now when Shaik Ali Hoossein had all your 
memorialist’s dui'turs in his charge, i( is certainly possible that laying a plan 
ior the future control of your meu'orialist, he may have extracted the ieil' pro^ 
duced by him, and may have 8ul>^ itutcd another with the three tujtpa^ coui- 
ju’ised in the district of IMatUola distinctly named ; and to give a colour to 
this, that he muy liave purposely made an erasure in the word “ liu Mnrzee,” 
and a clumsy attempt to alter it into Mehurkee, there being in truth, and 
ill fact, no uccessity nor moti^ lor the alteration beyond what may have 
influenced him ; and it is a remarkable circuiu-stance, that in tlxe copy treaty 
produced by ’i’owur Mull and which lie represents to be a cojiy made two days 
after thf; original treaty was signed, that the word “deli” or village, seems to have 
bcim originally written “ pergunnah.” The Commissioners make the following 
remark on it : — 


“ This copy also contiMuS ‘ the village Mathela,’ instead of ‘ the pergunnah 
Mathela, Meerpoor, Mehurkee but there is an apparent erasure where the 
^ words ‘the village Mathela’ occur, and it has much the appearance of having 

ocen written origiuully ‘ pergunnah Mathela,’ and afterwards altered into ‘dch 
Ali Moiait, p. in. Matilda,’ ‘or the village of Mathela.’ ” 


When, 17P. Whore* Townr Mull obtained this copy, your njcmorialist is uuahle to 

say ; hut it may have been (on the hypothesis aliove adverted to) a true copy oi 
the. tr**aty as originally drawn up, and now, by erasure, turned to account against 
your memorialist. 

180. l.astly, your raomorialist understands that there is now on the records of 
the Hombay (.iovemraent a statement said to have been made by Shaik Ali 
Hoossein on his deaih^bed in Bombay, in which that person confes^ that the 

charge 
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charjre he had preferred against your memorialist was altogether false, and that riipt re on the 

he Jta/1 beffun to plan the case with Peer Ali (lolmr in 1841. Confiscation of 

® ‘ the Territoiiw. of 

181. They were both expelled from your memorialist’s territory in the early Amocr AhMorad. 
part of the year 1846. 

182. One other document now remains for your memorialist to notice. It is a 
paper headed “ No. 30, Recollections,” was drawn up by Lieutenant-generdl Sir 
Charles Napier at Simla on the 21st September 184i), and forwarded to Mr. 

Pringle (see Sind Papers relating to the charge preferred against your memo- 
rialist, pages 60 and 61). 

183. The second para, of this paper is as follows : — 

“ M’Jien I gave Ali Mo^ad what he claimed (viz. Meerporc; Martella, 1 think) 
as having been made over to him in the Koran by Mecr Roostum, I was pi-etty 
well aware that he had no right to the district, which was rich, and that he had 
only a right to the village, which was an aHair, as he told me himself, on the 
march to Enianighur, trifling in amount, lie told int; it was ‘ too small to 
take over’ well. When we came afUTwards to settle our accounts and bouii- , 

daries, lie claimed the di.^strict, worth some 40,000 rupees aimuully. He produced 
the Koran, and in a leaf of it was written that this district lu‘ received on tho 
field of battle (1 foi’get the name, but it was fought near Roree in the end of 
1842). 1 was aware of the trick he was playing but. Lad no proof. 1, how- 

ever, was on the look-out, and just before I left KniTachee, 1 dise,()vcrcd the 
forgery he had committed, and made over the proofs to Mr. l*ringlo, or at least. 

1 gave them to ('aptaiu lirowu, Secretary.” 

184. It will l)Ci c!(!ar to your Honourable Court, that bis Fi.xcelle.ucy’s reeol- 
leeliou bad quite deceived him. How would it be possible, for your memorialist!, 
on the one. hand, to be claiming a rich district, and tbeii to be acknowledging 
to till' ebief authority in Sind that he was only entitled to a village, and how 
again, making sucli assertion, could your memorialist have produced the Koran, 
with tlic (listiict ceded to liini instead of the village ; and wliat difficulty could 
his E.ycellcncy have felt, from want of [troof, in refusing votir memorialists 
claim alter his admission, llmt he was only fiilitled to “ a village’’ ? Hut again, 
if Sir C.’hailo.-< Najder's memory hud lieen accurate (»n this point, he had proof 
remiy at hand by asking the other Ameers- -the mo.'-t natural perstais to apply 
lo 1o learn wlial they had ceded. The mareh to Enianighur, referred to iiy bis 
F.\eellency, was in the i“:;rly part of January 1843. Major Outi’am joined his 
Exeelieiicy tliere, and ria'ii wmit to Khyrpoor tii meet the otlier .Vnieers and 
their vakt'cls, and addri'ssed lliercfvoui the two letters to Sir Charles Napier 
bclbri’ (piotcd. But the whole of the juiblic corres[»ou(h,uce clearly estaldislics 
that, at this period, not a whisper of a forgery had arisen on any side. 

J8.‘). But the .si.xth para, of his E.\celleucy,iiSiir Charles Na|jier’s llecollectioiis 
is more accurate, a part of wliich is as follows 

“The territorial exchange was prevented by the simple fact that 1 could 
exd-utc it Imt under treaty ; either Government did not ajiprove of the tri'atv, 
and meant to alter it, wliich would havi' jiroduced inevitable confusion ami 
interminable troidjle, or else tlie (iovermnent approved, and were called n|)oii to 
sign it. Why this was not done is for Sir Frederick Currie to say. Tin; whole 
delay lays at his door, and Lord Ilardiugc told me at* Lahore, that Ju' had no 
objection to the treaiy, and had ordered it. All hs Sir Frederick Currie’s fault, 

I believe. I think Ali Morad has been ill-used by the Goverimicnt, ami faith 
broken with him in regard to the forts. He gave up Shahguv, Ike. at Lord 
Ellonhorough’s command to the Jussiiimerc man with a positive and distinct 
promise of payment, which was never fulfilled. If he tried to cheat us, we did 
cheat him.” 

186. For tlie forts of Shahgluir, Sirdarghur, and Giirseya, ami the lands 
attached thereto, your memorialist was promised a money compensation of 
4,17,000 rupees. It wa,s at the same time arranged, that, besides this sum 
land should be made over lo your memorialist by Government* of a value, * kss,aJai(*ic 
exceeding it by one-third. No part of this compensation, cither in land or money. Rajah. 

u8. * G 3 has 
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^ cvidi ncc pro- 
duced against him 
under the Commis- 
sion, and, if neces- 
sar}% to cause the 
iiuthorities in 
Sind to examine 
and report on 
that evidence 
aii'csh. 


has ever beeif given to your memorialist (gee the Memorandum prepared in the 
Foreign Office of the (government of India ; Sind Papers relating to the charge 
preferred against your memorialist, pages 126, 127). 

187. Again, your memorialist was never put into possession of or compensated 
for the 9-28th share of Shikarpore, mentioned in the first article of the draft treaty 
referred to in the sixth paragraph of Sir Charles Napier’s Recollections, and which 
was never ^confiscated, and yet has always been in the possession of the British 
(xovemraent; 'the value of this share being 1,03,000 rupees annually. In like 
manner your memorialist’s own hereditary share of Shikarpoor of the annual 
value of 28,3fi0 rupees, (see Table, at page 445, Sind Blue iBook) has never been 
made over to him, jmd has, ever since the events of 1843, been in the hands 
of the British Government. If, therefore, it liad been really true that your 
memorialist had committed the supposed for^ry in tlic Nownahur treaty, and 
thereby deprived the British Government of the districts of Mathela, Meerpoor, 
and Mchurkec, still the British Government have themselves been iti possession, 
of, and have ordered your memorialist to part with to the Rajah of Jes.sulniere, 
districts of equal value, and without anv pretence or colour of right whatever 
over the same, 

188. The records of the Indian Government are full of testimony borne at 
different times by the different British officers in Sind, to the friendship which 
your memorialist has at all times evinced towards the British Government, 
and to the services which he has fren time to time rendered to them, wlien other 
members of the Talpoor family were hostile, and intriguing against. British 
interests. Your memorialist coufidently refers to the letters to Sir Henry 
Pottinger and Sir Alexander Burnes, in confirmation of this assertion. 

•189. His Excellency, Sir Charles Napier, in his memorandum of recolh'clions 
of conversations and circumstances, which will be found, at page 11 2, of tire 
Supplementary Blue Book, alludes to the general opinion entertained of your 
memorialist, in the following terms: — “ Imbued by Major Outram witlj a good 
opinion of AH Morad, of whom all theEngli.sh with whom 1 conversed at Sukkur 
held the same opinion,” &c., page 114. And your memorialist denies that he 
has justly forfeited that opinion. 

He therefore prays tliat your Honourable Court will be pleased to re- 
consider the ^proceedings of the Commission appointed to inquire into 
the charge of forgery preferred against your memorialist, and ii' neces- 
sary to cause the auH+fwities in Sind to examine into and report on 
the evidence collected l>y th- Commission] in connection with the obser- 
vations and records refeiTed to in this memorial ; and if, as your memo- 
rialist believes will be the case, your Honourable Court shall be satisfied 
that the Commissioners and the authorities in India have been misled 
into giving credence to cvi|i|pce utterly false in itself, and framed in con- 
spiracy, to affect your nimorialist’s ruin, then that your Honourable 
Court will, in common justice to your memorialist, be pleased publicly 
to remove the dishonourable stain which now attaches to his cliaracter, 
and annul the whole of the proceedings of the Governor-general, founded 
on his supposed guilt. 

And your mcinqrialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Khyrpore, 10 October 1853. 


Seal ofH.H. 
Meer Ali Morad. 
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Minutb ^ ight Hpnourable the Governor, concarred in by the Honourable 
Mr. Blane and the Honourable Mr. Warden. 

A COPY of this memorial should be sent to the Government of India, with an 
intimation that unless otherwise instructed, we purpose to transmit it to the 
honourable Court of Directors, merely referring them to the former pro- 
ceedings. 

(signed) Falkland. 

JD. A. Blane. 

J. Warden. 

31 October 1853. 


Papers on the 
Confisoation of 
the Territories of 
Ameer Alt Morad. 


No. 149 of 1853. — Secret Department. 

Office No. 338. 

Letteh from A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 

C. Allen, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Govenimcnt of India, Fort 

William. 

Sir, 

In continuation of the Government letter, No. 7», dated the 11th June last, 
i am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to 
you, for submission to the most Noble the Governor-General of India in 
Council, copy of a letter, with accompaniments, from the Commissioner in Sind„ 
dated the 24th ultimo. No. 410, forwarding a memorial, in original, from his 
Highness Meer Ali Morad, to the address of the Honourable the Couri of 
Directors. 

2. The memorial having been printed at the Bombay Gazette office, one of 
the printed copies is herewith forwarded instead (rf a manuscript, and 1 am 
desired to state that, unless otherwise instructed, his Lordship in Council pur- 
poses to transmit this original memorial to the Honourable Court, merely 
referring them to the former proceedings. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Alalei, 

Bombay Castle, 10 November 1853. Chief Secretary. 


No 163 of 1853. — Secret ^^epartment. 

Office No. 368. 

Memorandum. 

With reference to the letter from this department to the address of the Offici- 
ating Secretary to the Government of India, dated the lOtli ultimo, No. 149, 
the Clhief Secretary has the honour to inform Mr. Allen,* that on comparing the 
printed copy of the memorial from his Highness Meer Ali Morad to the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, with the manuscript forwarded to Government, 
some differences have been discovered. A second printed copy, with these 
differences noted in the margin thereof, is therefore transmitted for submission 
to the most Noble the Governor-General of India m Council. 

(signed) A. Malef, 

Bombay Castle, 1 December 1858. , Chief Secretary, 


11 8. 


o 3 
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No. 467 of 1858.~^Secret Oi^paitoneBt 

Ameer AH Mor«d. Letter from B. H, Ellis. Esq., Assistant Commissioner in Cliai^e, Sind, 
to the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Falkland, Gotentor and President in 
Council, Bombay. 

My .Lord, 

With reference to the letter noted in the, margin,* I have the honour to 
forward transcript of remarks, with which Major Jacob, Political Superintendent 
on the frontier, has favoured the Commissioner, on the memorial of his High- 
ness Mcer Ali Morad Khan, addressed to the High Court of Directors. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) B. H. Ellis , ' 
Assistant Commissioner in Charge, Sind. 
Commissioner’s Office, Kurrachee, 

19 November 1853. 
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Remarks by Major Jacob, c. b., on a Memorial by his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad Khan Talpoor, late Rais of Upper Sind, 1853. 

Page 7, paragraph 11 . — ^The Meer here confesses the forgery, in fact, though 
he asfierts tliat it was no concern of tiie British ; thus, certain territories were 
ceded to Ali Morad by the treaty of Nownahur on the 15th September 1842. 

Yet, as the treaty now stands (fraudulently altered), the very lands tlien ceded 
are 'again ceded to Ali .\Iorad, with the Turban, on the 20th December 1842. 

Is it not evident, even from ihe Meer’s argument, that the entry of these 
lands in the first treaty was a fraudulent alteration made after the British 
conquest ? ^ 

Page 11, paiagraph 19. — Meer Moobaruk’s sons were not plundering or 
disturbing the country. They wished to reside quietly on their own lands, w'hich 
Ali Morad had wrongfully taken possession of. These lands were not jageers of 
Ali Morad’s rebellious subjects, but the paternal hereditary dominions of the 
Meers, which were theirs by the same tenure jis that by which Ali Morad belli 
Jiis ow u hereditary domini 'v .. These were not the lands of the Rais, and did 
not fall to Ali Morad with the i urban. When Ali Morad became Rais, these 
.'\niecrs «nd their lands were no more subject to Ali Morad than he himself 
and liis lauds had been formerly to Meer Roq^um. 

If Meer Roostum, his family and connexions, forfeited their lands and 
sovereignty, it was as enemies ^making war on the Britisli, to whom thus the 
forfeits would fall. The turban lands had already been ceded to Ali Momcl, 
and were in bis possession. 

But, in truth, the most enormous fraud and treachery w'ere practised iu these 
matters. The conduct of Meer Roostum in the first place, and of the lesser 
Meers of Upjrer Sind afterwards, appear to have been continually and grossl) 
misrepresented by Ali Morad to the British authorities. The result of these 
misrepresentations was ' the nominal resignation, but real deposition, of Meer 
Hoitstum from his sovereignty of Upper Sind, and the expulsion, even from 
their particular territories and estates, of his rdati(H» and adherents. 

Page 17, paragraph 24, Art. II. — His Highness Ali Morad Khan could only 
be acknowledged as Rais and successor to all the lands which were held by Mcer 
Roostum Khan. As Rais with the Turban, Ali Morad acquired no right to any 
territories hut those belonging to the turban ; but he took possession of ali, 
private and public, and was apparently allowed to do so by SirD. Napier, who 
seems to have had confused ideas of the matter. 

If the resignation of Meer Roostum had been real and valid, the turban lands 
' would 


* No. 416 of 84th October; forwarding origmal English memorial of H. H. Meer Ali Morad. 
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would have been iaatlj Ali Morad’s ; but the rights of the individual Ameers, 
including Maer Roantom hims^, would not thereby have been af&ct«.>d in 
the least. They were still sovereigns of their own hereditary dominions. Ali 
Morad caused tiiem to be expelled from these by causing it to be believed that 
they were carrying on hostilities, “ plundering and disturbing the country.” 
But in that case, the forfeiture clearly should fall to the British, whose enemies 
they were supposed to be, and not to Ali Morad. The latter, however, took 
possession of all ; and having first contrived to deceive the British authorities 
as to the real circumstances of the case, and to conceal the fact that the lesser 
Meers of Upper Sind had the same rights to their hereditary dominions as Ali 
Morad had to his, although in this memorial Ali Morad culls their lauds 
“jagheers,” which they never were. 

Page 19, paragraph 28. — To keep up this dei«ption consistently, Ali Morad 
calls his own hereditary territory “jagheer;” yet he confessedly made war on 
Meer Roostum, the Rais, before any rupture with the British had occurred ; and 
thus, according to his own words (page 11), iucurred forfeiture of all his lands 
for rebellion against his lawful prince. 

Page 22, paragraph 38. — It is almost impossible that any but accomplices in 
the crime could be witnesses in such a case as this. Reputable persons could 
have no concern in, and would be most unlikely to have any knowledge of, 
sticli proceedings. Tlie Meor, in committing a crime, was of course associated 
with criminals. 

Page 20, phragraph 46. — The Commissioners did not lay any stress on tlie 
proclamation of Sir C. Napier. Tito forgery seemed to them equally fraudulent 
and criminal, at, whatever time made. It was cletu' that the forgery was com- 
mitted, and the lands referred to obtained by its means. 

Page 64, paragraph 88. — It should be remembered that Meer Ali Morad, with 
numerous advisers, was always present when witnesses were examined before 
the Commissioner. The Meer had, therefore, the fullest opportunity of asking 
any questions he chose : he did frequently cross-examine the witnesses himself, 
wherefore his remark now about the Commissioner, not thinking proper to put 
certain questions, is futile. 

The stealing of Captain Brown’s box by the Moonshee Moheeooddsen formed 
most important circumstantial evidence. The circumstances are proved by 
evidence totally independent of Sbaik Ali Hoosscin and his accomplices, and 
are such as the conspirators could never have invented. 

Paragraph 80. — ^The Meer knows well, and knew then, having been at some 
pains and cost to ascertain the fact, that the only copy of the original treaty 
in the hands of the British authorities, was the one in Captain Brown’s box. 
When this was stolon Captain Brown had to apply to Ali Morad and his minister 
for anotlicr (there seems to have been no sort of .suspicion at that time that the 
Meer was in any way concerned in the abstraction of the original paper), when, 
of course, a copy of the fraudulently altered treaty was furnished. This matter 
does not rest on the words of Shaik Ali Iloossein, or Peer Ali Goaar, but on 
evidence totally independent of them and beyond their control. This second 
copy of the altered treaty is probably now in the possession of tlie British 
authorities, and tlie circumstances attending it on record in the Commissioners’ 
office. 

I, myself, weO remember the fact of the box having b^n stolen in March 1843, 
and that Captain Brown, informed me at the time that this treaty with other 
Persian pajpen^ formed part of its contents. Tlie Moonshee. Moheeooddeen had 
been my regimental moonshee, and was entertmned by the Pulitieal Agent on 
my recommendatioiiw 

When the tneo was imprisoned by Captain Brown for stealing the box. 
Captain Brown jocularly accused me of being the cause of the theft, by rccom> 
mending a rascal to them. He then informed me of what had occurred as 
above-mentioned, but neither C^ajitain Brown or try one else 'Appeared, at 
that time, to suspect' the particular object of the theft. 

Page 68 , paragraph 86. — Towar Mull, Moonshee Moheeooddeen, &c., if in the 
, pay of Shai&h Ali Hoossein and Meer Ali Morad, as it seems they were, would 
naturally have acted as they are stated to have dose. 

it8. G 4 Page 
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rupcrs oil the Page 64, paragraph 107.*— To the best of my resoUnstton the theft of the box 

Coi^^ «f jjQpy Qf jjjg treaty, &c., occurred in tlie month of March 1848. The copy 

l^fAti ^rad to Captain Brown to replace the one then lost wonld, ther^ore^ most bkely 
■ be dated in April 1843, as this one is. 

Page 67, paragraph 109. — The whole of this is a misstatement; Captain 
Brown forgot nothing about the copy of the treaty, and the story of the loss 
of the papers was not ** got up ” after Captain Brown’s death, bnt was heard by 
me in 1843. . 

It seems useless to remark on the rest of the memorial of his Highness, Meer 
AH Morad. 

It is all weakness and falsehood throughout. The only part of it which is 
even plausible or worth consideration for a moment, is the misstatement re> 
garding Captain Brown’s box of papers. 

Of my own personal knowleage I can state that the Meer’s assertions and 
ailments on this head are groundless. 

Tlie assertion, page 97, paragraph 156, is grossly and manifestly untrue — “ the 
few persons of worthless character ” — if Meer AH Morad include Meer Mahomed 
Hussein, the eldest son of Meer Roostum, a man by birth and character immea- 
surably superior to Meer AH Morad himself. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) B. H. Ellis, 

Assistant Commissionei^ Charge. 


Mindte by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Mr. Blane, and the Honourable Mr. Warden. 

We may intimate to the most Noble the Governor-general, that these remarks 
from Major Jacob were not invited by Governmeut, but that we do not think it 
right to withhold them from the Government of India. 

(signed) Falkland. 

D. A. Blane. 

J. Warden. 

7 December 1853. 


(Office No. 373.) 

No. 165 of 1853. — Secret Department. 

Letteh from A. Malet, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
to C. Allen, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the (government of India, Fort 
William, 

With reference to my letter, No. 149, dated the 10th ultimo, I am directed 
by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
submission to the most N6ble the Governor-general of India in Council, copy of 
a communication from the Assistant Commissioner in Sind in charge, dated the 
J9th idem. No. 467, submitting a transcript of remarks by Major J. Jacob, 
Political Superintendent on the Frontier of Upper Sind, on the memorial of his 
Highness Meer AH Morad to the address of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

2. I am at the same time to intimate that the remarks from Major Jacob were 
not invited by Government, but that his Lordship in CouimU does not think it 
right to withhold them from the Government of India, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A, Makt, 

Bombiiy Castle, 7 December 1853. Chief Secretary. 
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ofWa, te j/. Chief Secretary ^ (Joyerament, Bombay. — , 


sir. 






i HAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your dw^tch dated the lOth 
ultimo, No. 140, forwarding a printed memorial from his Highn^ Meer Ali 
Morad to the address of the Honourable the Court pf Directors, and intimating 
that, unless otherwise instructed, the original memorial will be transmitted to 
the Honourable Court, merely referring them to the former proceedings. 

2. In reply, I am directed to acquaint yoni ' t^at the Governor-general 
in Council approves of the course proposed by the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council. His Lordship in Council is of opinion, that it is not 
nec6ssary to say anything more on the subject, unless th^ Honourable Court 

calls for it. ’ . , 

I have, &c. 


Fort William, 

2 December 1863. 


(signed) j. P. Grant, 
"Officiating Secretary to the Gov* of India. 


Minute by the Right Honourable, the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Mr. Plane, and the Honourable Mr. Ware?CTt. 


The memorial should be forwarded accordingly. 


13 December 1863. 


(sigifod) 


Falkland, 
jD. a. Plane, 
J. IVarden. 


No. 414 of 1853. — Secret Department. 


Letter from A. Afalet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
H. P. E. Frerc, Esq., Commissioner in Sind. 


I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledffe the receipt of your letter, No. 416, dated the 24th October last, and to 
infm-m you that the memorial from bis Highness Meer Ah Morad to toe 
address of the • Honourable the Court of Directors therewith forwarded, will be 
transmitted to toat authority by the overland mail of the 28to instant. 


Bombay Castle, 
24 December 1853. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Maht, 

Chief Secretary. 


(True Extract.) 

- * A, Maht, 

Chief Secretary. 
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^,T«|>m'on the * 

■'' 'Conifivcation of , , 

" ifie I’errttniibs of .Escbanobs of Tbbeitory betvreen Meer Ali Motad and the OoTemment of Bombay. 

Ame^ Ali Morad. 


Lands to be given up by the Meer Ali Morad. 

Lands to be giren np by Goremm^t 

Land west of the Indus, shaded 
in Indian ink on the map - 

Rs. a. p. 

31,538 6 - 

Part of the purgunnah of 
Ludda Ga^n, inmnding the 
share in Ehyrpoor amount- 

Rs. a, p, 

§' 

Kundeeara Estate - - * 

Meernmr)oor Buburloo • -I 

Peer Subra - - - - > 

Ch^*ra • - - - 

Oobree - • - , - 

Kohera .... 

8,718 5 4 

4,102 - - 

1,337 - - 

3,758 1 - 

ingto - 12,632 12 7 
and a small 
balance of 123 11 0 

Merwa Canal, south of Arara, 
stated at the value of 5,800, 
but given as equivalent for - 

A corner of the Bambruke 

• '»i 

45,745 11 4 

t 

8.758 1 - 

Chorr - • - . - 

376 - - 

Tuppa equivalent to Chorr - 

875 - - 


49,878 12 4 


49.878 12 4 


East India Hous< .I 
16 February 1857 ./ 


(True copies.) 


J. S. MUl, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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Ordered^ by The HouiMi of Commons; to be Prinled, 

16 March 1857. 


[Price 8rf. 1 


118. 


Uitthr 8 uz. 


EAST INDIA. 




/ 

f 

RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 5 June 1 857 i-^r. 


COPIES “ of a Despatch from the Court of Directors to the Governor in . 
Council at Madra$, on the Revision of the Assessment in South Arcot 

“ Of Dispatch from tlie Court of Directors to the feovcrnor-Gencral of India 
in Council, on the Proceedings in connexion ifrith the Meriah Agency in 
Ganjam and Orissa 

“ Of Despatch from the same to tlje same, on the Abolition of the Moturplia 
and Veesabuddy Taxes at Madras * 

“ Of ^Despatch from the game to the same, on the Hydtrabad Assigned 

'"i 5 istricts 

“ And, of Three Despatches from the same to*the same, in the Public Works 
Department, on the Budgets for 1855-66 and 1866-67.” 


East India House , 1 
2 June 1857. J' 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(iUr. Seymour.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
8 June 1 857 . • 


# 
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LIST. 

t:cr I'nnii Court of Directors to Government of Fort St. George ; dated 18 July (No. 11) 1856 
I ^ r fi(.n/Court of Directors to Government of India; dated 17 September (No. 12) 186(3 - 

I.t r‘f>r froiu Directors to Government of India; dated 6 November (No. 17) 186(3 

Uit< r from Court of Directors to Govertfment of India; dated 6 May (No. 0) 1867 

Loiter from Court of Directors to Government of India ; dated 9 July (No. 1C) 1850 

I.rtler fjom Court of Directors to Government of Inr]ja ; dated 17 April (No. 8) 3857 - 

l.eKtr from Court of Diftetors to Government of India; dated 17 April (No. 0) 1867 - 


Enst India House,'! 
2 June 1867, / 


7. S, Mill, 

Examiner of India Correspondence, 
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COERESPONBENCE RELATING TO EAST INDIA AFFAIRS 


Revenue Department, 18 July (No. 11) 1855. 



Our Governor iu Council at Fort St. George. 

f 

Revision of the Assessment of South Arcol, fifc. 


Para. 1. The letters noted in the margin* report to us the measures now in 
progress for revising the assessment of the district of South Arcot, , 

jf 

2. The two southern talooks, Manargoody and Chellurabrum, the small 
talook of Cuddalore, and some exteii.sive jaghires which have reverted to Govern- 
ment, have never been subjected to a -regular survey and assessment. The 
other ten (Hooloos) talooks, have been regularly surveyed, and the records ane 

^considered to be sufficiently accurate and complef^ to render a repetition of thkt 
operation unnecessary for the due revision of the assessment. 

3. The arrangements proposed by you for the survey of the southern talooks 
appear judicious, and we doubt not that they will be efficiently carried out by 
Captain Priestley, whose services you are‘fortunatcly enabled to avail yourselves 
of at this juncture. The measures for organizing additional survey parties which 
have been entrusted to that officer will, it is hoped, greatly expedite the progress 
of the work, anti will enable you at no distant period to commence proceedings 
in other districts where similar operations are urgently required. 


4. We observe that you have agreed with the Board of Revenue in approving 
Captain Priestley’s recoimneudation that “ where several small fields come 
together, constituting an area not exceeding one acre in irrigated, and two acres 
iu unirrigated land, they may- be surveyed by his ameens in one, noticing however 
iu the register the particulars of each small included field as per curnum's 
account.” In other words, “ the proposal is, that the total area of a few small 
fields should be plotted in the usual manner, but the component fields plotted 
within the scale by dotted lines, according to the measurement shown in the 
village accounts.” 

5. The Board explain that tliis arrangement has reference only to the pro- 
fessional survey, and they postpone coming to any decision on the subject of 
fixing a “ minimum in a revenue point of view.” 


C. In the passage quoted in the margin,! the Board refer to the practice in 
this resj)cct under the Bombay Presidency, and, although they have corisecliy 
stated the limitation of size in regard to survey fields, we believer that they are 
in error in supposing that any minimum “in a revenue point of view” was 
fixed for fields actuaUy occupied by ryots, although the tendency of ^e rules is 
avowedly to favour the aggregation of the small fi^ds, and to discourage the 
subdivision of those larger fields, which at tb6 time of the survey constituted one 
holding.t 

7. With 


* Letter, dated 1 NovattW (No. 78) 1663 ; Letter, dated 17 October (No. 56) 1S64; Letter, 
dated 6 Deoetnber (No. 78) 1664. 

t Para. 20. “ The inconTonience of inch minnte fields was ienad bo great ia Bonb^, that they 
aotnally fixed a limit to boldiags, both in the revenne as wed as a surrey view. They would 
reoogniee no field lees than what a single pair of bullocks could eultivate— (Bbmhay Papers, 
page 4, para. }6, and Rule 1)— «. e. the Riinimain size for amrriga|ed fields was^ fixed at 12 acres, 
and for rioe lands 4. Garden land, it appears from tbe roaps/mig^if be much less.” 

t tSin; Rule 7, at page 6, and Rules 6 to 0, at page 21 of Bombay printed papers, on the system of 
Revenue ^rvey and AsseSttuent. • ; . - ^ 
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7. With regard to the question of conh^^btiiigiCf^^hk' , 

with the grand trigonometrical survey* which y6«rli«ivS for 
in the negative, as being likely to lead to delay aiid additiOnai' exj^Bniwii^iW^ithcait 
adding to the value of the work for revenue purposes; we lhibk tir»t4t ' would 
I>e well to consult the Surveyor-general of India before finally diaj^siug the 
subject. ' 


8. VVe shall endeavour to meet your wishes to be provided with the services 
of a person acquainted with geology and agricultural chemistry, tp be attached 
to the survey, for the purpose of reporting on the soils and mineral productions 
of the districts undergoing that operation, and of collecting specimens of both, 
one set to be preserved in each district, and another set forWarded for deposit in 
the Museum of Economic Geology at Madras. 


9. With regard lo the teg. IIooloos talooks of South Arcot, it is observed by 
the Board of Revenue, that although from the year 1820, representations have 
been made by various Collectors as to the necessity of lowering the assessment, 
no decided measures have ever been taken to afford relief to*tbe ryots. 

10. The arrangements now proposed by the Collector, and sanctioned by your 
Government, are to be ba«ed on the existing survey classification of the lands, 
correction being applied to errors and frauds where they may, in the course of 
the revision, be ascertained to exist. 

11. These remedial ineasur^ are summed up by the Board as follows * 

Nunjah: 1st. To introduce a general single cropteerwah for all uunjah lands,* 
an additional 50 per cent, being imposed when a second crop is raised by the aid 
of circar water. * 

“ 2d. To reduce the nunjah assessment 20 per cent, on the whole, as the 
lowest rate, which will have a sensible effect on the cultivation, the amount of 
reduction in individual cases being dependent on circumstances. 

“ Poonjah. 3d. To strike off the second crop teerwah, which was included in 
cadculating the produce of some of the lands, and to fix the circar share at 33 
instead of 50 per cent, of the gross produce; the reduction in individual cases 
varying acc'ording to circumstances, as in the case of the nunjah fields. 

“ Totacal. 4th. To abolish the distinction of totacal, and to bring the lands 
under the head of f>oohjah, placing those that have wells in the first tarum, and 
the others in those classes which will make them correspond with poonjah fields 
of similar soil and fertility.” 


1 2. We shall notice these pr^msed measures seriatim. 

13. This rule* has been so far modified as to limit the imposition of the addi- 
tional assessment to those nunjah lands only, which now stand on the register 
as " two crop,” or '* doubtful two crop,” lauds, leaving the rest of the nunjah 
cultivation subject only to the single assessment. We approve of this relaxation, 
but the question has been raised, whether it would not be expedient to extend 
it to all the nunjah lands without exception. The Board of Revepue observe, 
that the question is one requiring great consideration, both on account of the 
large amount of revenue involved in it, and the various forms in which a second 
crop is now 'taxed in the dirt'erent districts. They admit that the system is 
unavoidably acc<jmpanied with some fiscal disadvantages, such as postponing and 
complicating the annual 8,ettlements, and rendering it necessai'y for t'nc lands 
of the ryots to be continually scrutinized. The Board solicit that the revision 
of the South Arcot assessment may be allowed lo proceed on the principle of 
levying an additional cess for a second crop, and they propose in the meantinie 
to take the general question into their consideration. 

14. To this suggestion you have acceded, with the proviso, that the consider- 
ation of the subject shall not be deferred to an indefinite period, but that it 
shall he recuired to at an early opportunity. If the questibn shall not have been 
already settled, we desire that it may betaken into immediate consideration, and 
the result reported to us. 

, 16. When 


* “To introduce a gcat« 4 «>t 'iiringi« efop teerwah for all nuigah .Tende, eti addltiMiiail 00 |>er oent. 
being imposed when a second crop is raised by the aid of dircar waller." 






objects 

■ pt6vbmmixm>ypmkmf9^m is the 

the land# wi^ ^ t<^iliaa reduction ivithin 


■youi Mirp djesir^lbat. yotf 
.in^the i^vision^.a^ iin^ 
of a assj^snscht bn 
ainaUest practicable iifnits, of the 
intei^renoa of ihe^natiya sert^anls with the .Op^Ctiona bf the cultivators. If the 
lands of a village have to be annually scrutinized with the view of ascertaining 
whether a second crop has pr has not been raised by the application of circar water 
to b portion of them, it is manifest that a minute and harassing interference must 
be resorted to; and we would readily submit to some temporary.loas of revenue 
for the purpose of getting rid of what we consider so great an evil. The general 
rules which we should lay <|pwn for your guidance in these o|>erations are, that 
the assessment should be fixed on so moderate a scale, that it could be always 
paid in ordinary years, and that the ryots should be held liable for the revenue, 
of all the land, for which they should engage at the com.mencement of the Fusly : 
that raniishions, if they cannot be entirely discontinued, should be restricted to 
seasons of extraordinary adversity ; and that the only scrutiny which should be 
permitted, or would indeed in that case be required, should take place in such ex- 
traordinary years alone, '^hen it might be necessary to ascertain what portion mf 
the lands engaged for had necessarily remained unsown, or had ]>roved more or 
less unproductive to the cultivators, with the view of equitably adjusting the 
amount of remission to be granted to the circumstances of tbje different cases. 


*16. This rule* Iras also been modified to the extent of authorising a reduc- 
tion of 25 per cent, on the ten first tarums, or classes of irrigated land, and of 
20 per cent, on the remaining six tarums. Sufficient reasons are assigned for 
this distinction, which, it is stated, will afford a greater measure of relief to the 
heavily assessed lands which have hitherto been least in request for cultivation, 
and, in its practical operation, will lend to equalize the assessment of the western 
with that of the coast talouks, tlie land-tax on the former being at present 
lighter than in the latter. 


1 7. The abolition of the second crop teerwaf on dry lands seems to have been 
sanctioned by Government so far back as 1837, but never to have been carried 
into effect. With regard to the proposed reduction of the circar share from 50 
to 33 per cent, of the gross jiroduce, it is to be observed that tite term “ gross 
produce" has no reference to the produce of any, particular year, but to the 
estimated produce of- each field as recorded in the original survey accounts, 
which was converted into money at a fixed commutation price, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the amount of the assessment leviable- by Government. The effect 
of the measure would, therefore, simply be a proportionate reduction in the 
existing assessment. '1 he remission ultimately authorised was that of 33 per 
cent, on the eight first tarums, and of 25 per cent, on the four last, and we think 
that the reasons given for the distinction are satisfactory. 

18. Totacal,J or garden land, will, under the operation of this rule, cease to 
appear^ as a distinct head of account. Any ryot, by digging a well on his poonjah 
land, can at once convert it into totacal, without being called on to pay any addi- 
tional assessment, and the distinction will be of no practical advantage. In future 
revisions of assessment, the only distinction required will be that between irri- 
gated (nunjah) apd nnirrigated (poonjah) land. 

19. In connexion with these reductions, it has been resolved to abolish the 
minha, or allowance of 10 per cent, on the revi-nue now granted to certain privi- 
leged classes of cultivators. We agree with your Government in thmking that 
“ these peculiar advantages or privileges rarely benefit the possessor, and serve 
only to maintain unjust and inviilious distinctions." 

20. We 


* 2* To rednee the nuojtih aftscfisment 20 per on the whole^ as the lowest rate, which w'ill 

Ixiive a sensible effect on the .eultirution, the amount of reduction in individual cases being dependent 
on cireumstauces/^ . , : 

+ “3* Fooxynh. To strike, off the beeond crop te^rwa, w^ch was included in calculating the 
produce of some of the lairds, and to hac the circar share at instead of &0 percent of the gross 
produce* the reduction in individual cases varying according to circumstances, as in the case of the 
nuhjah fidda/’ v 

t Totacal. To abolish the distinction of totucal,. and to bring the lands under the head of 
ppOi||ahp placing those that have wells in the first tariim^ luaid others in ^pse classes which 
wSti^tnakethem correspond with poonjah ffelds of siinilair soil add fertility*^' 

83 — Sess, 2. A 3 



PAPERS -RELATING. W fiA'ST"lNBrAi.A«i?A«: 

20 . We also entice^ co&cor #ith yoa ia appi^ii)£^ ^ 
lector for tbe jPonnatiw of & distrkit i^ faod, by a M 

one anna ^oawny on the actual cal^va^u, wtiksfo, in ordinary yeart;-^ 
Directions for jjunj q ( 25,000 rupees. TOli are doulrtkss aware that, !iia the eiett}e<> 

revenue! para. 336 - the North- West Rttviiwes.'s fund for this purpose w^ae ofetoii^ 

contribution of one per cent, on the Government jumma, which the zemt^rs 
agreed to pay in rommutation of the obligathm which rested upon them to 
in repair the public roads passing tbrOagh their estates. Hie mode ofcoliection 
suggested by mr. Maltby is' probably, wwevfer, better adapted to the nature of 
the settlements prevailing generally in tlie districts under your Presidency. 

* 21. We will conclude this portion of oiir despitcb by expressing our high 

Isense of the clear, complete, and satisfactory manner in which Mr. Maltby has 
placed the whole question of the assessment of the Hooloos talooks of South 
Arcot before you, and our satisfaction that, as a member of the Boi&rd jrf 
Kevonue, be will be in a position to see that his recommendations, as approved 
and sanctioned by your Government, are fully and faithfully carried out by bis 
.qpccessor in the district. 

22< We have perused with much satisfaction the minutes recorde|d by your 
President, and esi>ecially that of the I6th June 1854, in which, with reference to 
the statements before him, that portions of the richest and -finest lands under 
your Presidency liave been thrown out of cultivation in consequence of the 
impossibility of paying the excessive assessment charged on them, his Lordship 
records his determination “ to do his best, that not a day or an hour should 
lost without endeavouring to apply a remedy to a condition of affairs so unnatu- 
ral, and. so hostile to the best interests of the Government, and of the entire 
population.” 

23. AVe fear that great and needless delay has been permitted to take jdace iu 
regard to many instancf"i of over-assessment, which have been brought to the 
notice of the Board of Itcvx-nue and of Government, although the existence of the 
evil has b<‘en admitted on all hands. tVe are aware that in many, and perhaps 
in most cases, tlie adjustment of the assessment of a whole district, or even of an, 
entire talook, cannot be satisfactorily carried out without a preliminary survey. 
■But thei'e are also many other case« in which imme<liate relief might be given 
without the necessity of any such step. Souie of these are noticed in Mr. 
Thomas’s minute of the 2Sd of June J854, iu which he refers particularly to the 
state of the assessment of the dry grain talooks of 'I'ricbinopoly. The exces- 
sive amount and complicated nature of the assessment of these talooks are 
exhibited in the letter from thi, <|eHector dated the 2d December 1852 (appended 
to Mr. Thomas’s minute), and ^dthougbit would appear that a complete remedy 
cannot be applied without “an actual survey made for fixing the extent, classi- 
fication, and assessment of the fields according to the productive capability of 

* the soil,” yet it is obvious that the extra cesses enumerated in his 9th par^jgraph, 
might be at onc^ abolished without any such operation, and that their relinquish- 
ment would relieve the people of a burden equivalent, to 6i per cent, on t^eir 
present payments. 

24. We would suggest that orders should be immediately issued for the 
abolition of these cesses, and also that you should call on the Board of Hevenue 
to submit for your decision any other cases of a similar nature, wiiich may now’ 
remain undisposed* of on their records, and in which relief maybe summarily 
afi^^ed without waiting foi’ the resifit.of a regular survey, even if" such a pro- 
ceeding should be ultimately requisite. 

Proceedings, 25. In commencing their review of the proposed measures for the adjustment 

a? April 1854 . of the assessment of South Arcot, the Board truly remark, that the rinestipn is,- 
perhaps, ope of the most important that has come hcfote them for Voirie, iiifie, 
inasmuch as the? are definitely called on io pronounce an opinion as to its bear- 
ing on the coliSitifin of’ that district, and to what esfont* remedial measdres 
should be affordtxl.; the deterinination of .iwhfch question, they obseiirt^ involves 
principles applicable to all districts. Tlie remedial measures to be applied to 
South Arcot having been now decided on, and the general principles on winch 
they should proceed hati^ been in a ^at, measure d^tmuined, th^e can' be 
comparatively little diinnlty in npplyin^ them, to die ett^efifostahSes 

districts. 
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dustficts, wly with confidence on yonr, permitting no needless delay to 

occur in ' ©I ha5mvb**n long before tiip Board in 

reference to revisions assessment' in any md^^ter. . We allude particularly to 
such eases a^ tlmt of Gtmtoor, which has shtw f«% treated by Mr. Walter 
Elliot, the kte Commissioner in the NortbeeUiCircans, in l$4o i, and to that of 
Kurnkooi,. the conditicp of wliich, together vritA the required remedial measures, 
wtw brought under the Board’s notice, by Mr^ W. H. Bayley, when Comraissionsn 
in that district^ in a report dated the 22d July 1840. 

' ' ' ' ' ‘ fit 4 ^ ' 

2C. In the former of these letters * you have ticquainted us with the reasons 
which hdve led you to direct the discontinuance of ;the separate reports hitherto 
furpished, on the annual settlement of the land and extra revenues of each 
distiact, and the preparation in lieu thereof by the Board of Revenue of onq 
general report on the revenue administration of the whole of the Presidency for 
theyeafi The first of these reports (for Fusty 1262, or a.d. 1862-3), is trans* JV.i?.— The Fusty 
mitted in a printed form with your letter of .the>22d November last, No. 66. mh Jui*y* 

27. We entirely approi’^e of this change, by Which the mode of reporting and 
reviewing the revenue administration of your Presidency will he assimilated, so 
fares the different nature of the settlement will permit, to the practice which has 
been for some years followed with advantage in Bengal and the North West 
Provinces. The desultory and unconnected manner in which the separate reports 
on the several districts have hitherto been submitted, to your Government and 
to us, rendered tliem of little practical use, and we were altogether without any 
general view of the results of tlio revenue administration taken as a whole. In 
consequence of this alteration in the mode of bringing the results of the revenue 
management under our notice, we think it unnecessary to reply specifically to 
such of the separate reports on the land and extra revenues of the several 
collectorates, as are now before us, as we consider that a review of them in this 
fragmentary shafie can serve no useful purpose, and as they are not of a nature 
to call for any definite orders, although we shall jtrobahly have occasion to refer 
'to tiiem hereafter for purposes of comparison. 


28. The report now forwarded is incomplete, inasmuch as it does not compiise 
any details relating to the extra sources of revenue* and as the report nf the 
Commissioner in the Northern Cirears is given sejjarately, the information con- 
tained in it, and its appendeil statements, not being incorporated Avith those 
furnished by the Board of Revenue for the remainder of the Presidency. These 
imperfections will, however, be removed in tlie report for I'usly 1263, which 
we trust will shoitly be hud before us. We feel assured that the Board will use 
their best endeavours to cause the report to be regularly prepared and submitted 
to you at a period not later than that which you have named, viz. the end of 
the calendar year in which the B usly to which it relates closes, even if it cannot 
be supplied some months earlier, a ])oiut to which we direct your attention. 

20. The report itself is clearly drawn up, and contains very valuable matter 
for our inforiitation ; it does not, however, appear to call for much remark 
beyond the expression of our satisfaction at tlic results which it exhibits. The 
total amount of the demand and collection, both of 
land and extra revenues, is given in the margin, and 
we observe that both exhibit some increase over those 
of the previous year. We notice also further evidence 
of progress in the revenue administration. The bene- 
ficial effects of the abrogation of the rule under which 
lands watered by private wells became liable to. addi- 
tional assessment, are represented to be already appa- 
rent; and it is expected that private capital will be 
freely laid ..out, in improvements. The observations of 
the Board , in paras: 10 and 17 of the report on the 
importance of maintaihing an efficient system of irriga- 
tion, and on the means by which existing defecjjp may 
he remedied, have our full cqnpurrence, and will, we trust, be prominently kept 
in view. ^ ' 

, * 30. Yoq, 

V . . y . ' '• • ■"-JHTI--1 ■ 'J J I r- -run — i - i - 

dated 1 September (No. 51) 1834, para, J Letter, dated 22 November (Nor 60) 1864. 

2 . <^4 


Ending ilth July 
1854 , 


Jlv. 


Demand -Land Revenue 

Extra Revenue 



Us. 4,02,1 1,1P8 

Collectlona :--Laud Ciinrent - 
Subsequent 

.3,50,05,701 
IB, O', 870 


Jt*. 0,07,01,007 

Extra Current - 
Subtequent 

1, 00,20, 7;t« 
- 2,Z«,0.'.» 


Jtf. 1,08,55,004 

Total Collections - 

i?«. 4,75,57,:i01 



dated 
4 ^>tember 

|Ho. 51) ‘854- 


letter, dated 
: 4 ;)d January 

(No. 4) 1855- 


8 PAP.i5|f|R^;^PNff 

30. You infom.’us that with to >par?tgr^h. ;J0 pf 

the 2d JunclNo' 7) 1852, to the 


authority to redu^ the assessraeiii op1^s' |n apy indtwdiial tiistaiicesj iu/^ich 
■ ' ’ " " ‘ to he ;excwSi^ji^;;!Wp iaipprpYe' .riit? y^e 


it may he clearly ishpwu 
think Ipiat. it Would he; desirab^ sttbirijit -tp ;you!,i»e»|^ 

cally,, ^ii( abstract, statement ip a tabulai?or^j;;exhihitihg ra ,irl}ioli,piey.‘ 

had seen reason to exercise the power’ thp|s yested in them, a^^laok^f tho^ 
capes |h which over-assessment has b^n cojinplaijaed of, either by t}|e .pt>ile<itol» 
or the* people, and tbe reasons for whieb thW Board have hpt thought it yeeahtt'^ 
able to accede to these demands. i . 


SlMn; these paragraphs*- you bring to opr no'lice certain cases, In Which yont 
instructions had been solicited as to the jhierpretalion to he put, on poftions of 
our orders, directing the exemption froth a(Jditio,nal assessment of all. laUda.imy, 
proved at the cost of ,the ryots themselves. The instructions issued hy ydu ase 
conceived in a liberal spirit, and hgve our entire approval., Under them, the 
ryot Will be entitled to. enjoy the benefit: of all improvements, whether of a tem- 
porary or substantial character, effected by means of his own labour and capital. 
The sole restrictions remaining are for the purpose of preventing the lyot froni 
claiming exemption for wells dug in lafidS which can already be watered by an 
existing public work of irrigation, or foe wells dug within 100 yards of existing 
works of irrigation, and liable to derivfe'their supplies from thence. The Board 
of Revenue have been directed to watch, closely the working of, these rules, in 
order that they may be modided in the, event of their be ing.found to operate in- 
juriously to the ryot, and to prevent Iris taking full advantage of ihe boon con- 
ferred on him under our orders. We hgve already expressed lo you oiiir desire 
tliat the rule of exemption should be absolute and simple, so that there may be 
no pretext for interference on the part of tbe native servants with the proceed- 
ings of the ryots in regard to the construction of wells. The limitations above 
noticed are so clear and definite, that we do not apprehend that they will lead to 
embarrassment. At the same time, if it shall be found that they tend to restrict , 
the advantage which wc intended by our orders to <x)nfer on the ryot, and to 
discourage the construction of wells in jtarticular localities, without being abso- 
lutely required for the secijrity of tlie existing revenue, we shall readily give our 
consent to their abrogation. 


32. In this letter yoii infurm us of the measures which you have adopted with 
the view of abolishing the use of the Mahratla language in the provincial cut- 
cherries, and in that of the Board of Revenue at the Presidency. Whatever 
may have been the causes which; , originally led to the adoption of Mahratta as 
the oflicial language of reveB««.,jMpcffuht, it appears certain that they no longer 
exist, and we entirely agree witli ^u in thinking it most desirable that the use 
of a language which is not the vernacular of any portion of your Presidency, and 
the Liowledge of which is confined to a small section of thfe public seiwants, 
should be at once abolished, especially as there do not appear to be any difficul- 
ties in the way which may not mdily be surmounted. The village and district 
accounts must, we presume, be rendered in’ the vernacular of the districts to , 
the Collector 8 office ; but the accounts furnished by the Collector to the Hoard 
should, we conceive, be prepared in English, and the Board st^te that there is no 
obstacle to the immediate and entire substitution of .English for Mnhratta in 
their own office. , . , , . , : 


33. The# simplification of , the forms of account is also an object of grriat 

importance, and we are glad to see that this subject has beeh taken* up by the 
Board with energy. The omission of the putobtous details! which haPe hitherto 
been inserted in the statements periodically submitted for your information, will 
enable the Board to furnish them shortly after the expiration of the periods to 
which they and will thus render thembf much greater, practical yalue than 
theyareat'ina8efit.f^,;y. _., , t 

34. There ai^ soia^' su^estions in yoi»r Minutes nf Consultation of the 
7th November last, the advantages of whidh: we think’ to be somewhat open to 

' ■ * , ■ • ’ '^question* 

■■ ^ 1 ^ :.;r -j 




* ♦ Letter, dttti?d 6^; 18W, 

m4, p«im 21 imd 22| 

22 Korember (No 07) 1864; pam. 0 to 111 
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question. There can be no doubt that tlie substitution of English for native 
terms is desirable, whenever exact equivalents can be found for them ; but this 
Ave apprehend is seldom the case. Y our object we presume to be to convey to 
the mere English reader a clearer idea of the nature of our administration than 
he can at present obtain, in consequence of his ignorance of the Indian terms 
which are of frequent occurrence in otficial documents. We doubt, however, 
whether this end is likely to be advanced by the proposed means, and whether 
the use of English terms, Avhich appear t<* convey an intelligible meaning, may 
not, in fact, have a contrary effect ; for instance, you express your approval of 
the employment by the Board of Revenue of the English terms, wet and 
dry, instead of nunjah and poonjali, lands. The cultivable lands under 
your Presidency are generally distinguished as nunjah, poonjah, and baghayct, 
(in some districts different names being used), of which tlur unlinary En^isli 
synoiijyns arc wet, dry, and garden lands. Bui these words, whether in their 
native or English form, are employed in a technical and unusual sense, and 
can only be rendered intelligible to an uninformed reader by means of dcHiiitions 
which show that the words are applied to the different descriptions of land 
in respect to the sources from which they derive their supplies of water, whether 
from public works of irrigation, from the falling rains, or from avcHs sunk in the 
fields themselves. AH native terms having a limited and local currency, shouUl 
be carefully explained uhenever there may be occasion to use them ; but we 
doubt whether any benefit would accrue from the dLsiise of such as arc in genera! 
acceptation, and of constant employment in official correspondence, and are 
perfectly understood by all concerned or interested in the revenue administra- 
tion ; and we are, on the contrary, rather dispo.sed to think that the adoption of 
English Avords, Avhieh, in their ordinary sense, arc not exact e<jiUA’alents of the 
native terms Avhich they are intended to represent, w'oidd be more likttly to mis- 
lead the reader than to give, him more accurate notions of the real meaning of 
the documents before him. 

.'^5. You have also ]>roposed to discontinue the existing system of pointing oil' 
large sums by lae.s and crores, and to introduce the English plan of notation; 
of pointing off the figures by hundreds of thousands and millions, at lesist in 
the reports and other papers printed by order of Governincnt. The Coinmis- 
sioner in the Northern C’ircars observes, that the English plan might be adopted 
wdthoiit difficulty in all statements submitted to Govcniinent ; but that, iu 
transactions Avith the natives, who are familiar only writh the existing system ot 
numeration, and in the district accounts, it would not be advisable to make any 
change: and we j)resume the same remark is equally applicable to the other 
portions of your I’rcsidcncy. The use of one S 3 'stem of notation for the district 
accounts, and of another for the accounts prepared at the Presidency, could 
scarcely fail to produce confusion, and to lead t»> numerous errors of calculation 
and of transcription ; and we do not see that any commensurate benefit would 
be gained. The existing mode of notation is quite familiar to those whose duty 
it is to deal with Indian accounts, and it has moreover the advantage that, at 
the sufficiently accurate exchange of 2 . y. the riq)ee, llic crore represents precisely 
one million of pounds sterling. 

3G. The suggestion that each Collector should be supplied with a printing or 
lithographic press of a simple and inexpensive construction, for the purpose of 
striking off official papers for circulation, and blank forms for statements, &c., 
appears well worthy of consideration ; and aa'c shall .give our attention to any 
recommendation which, after further inquiry, you may think fit to submit to us, 
with the view of carrying it into effect. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) A'. Alncyiuuglitoit^ 

l..ondon, 18 July 1856. IP- 

&c. &c. 
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Revenue Department, 17 Sqitember (No. 12) 1856. 

Our (xovernor-General of India in Council. 

MeriaU Agenn/ of Ganjam and Orissa. 

Pura. 1. Wr. now reply to the letters and paragraphs noted in the margin,* 
reporting proceedings in connexion with the Meriah Agency of Ganjam and 
( )rissa. 

2. The reports and diaries from time to time furnished by the agency oflicers, 
" continue to indicate a steady progress towards the final eradication of the bar- 
barous practice of human sacrince. Considering the great difficulties to be 
encountered, we arc disposed to consider this progress satisfactory, and as rapid 
as, under the circumstances, could have been anticipated. The Meriah officers 
appear to have applied theinseivcs to their duties with unremitting zeal and 
attention ; their great experience and personal knowledge, which are of far 
greater weight than any theoretical rules or doctrines, led them to adopt a line 
of cautious and gradual inculcation of their views. Hasty measures and abrupt 
iniu)vation.s w'ould have been attended with considerable danger, and would 
rather have ])ostponed than accelerated tlic attainment of the end in view, by 
arousing the fears and jealousies of ignorant and fanatical tribes, and combining 
them in hostility against the exertions of the agency officers. 

3. Instead of this, it is satifactory to find that, generally speaking, tlic chiefs 
and leading men continue to give their adhesion and co-operation to the prin- 
ciples and measures of the agency. The Khond chiefs have taken a leading 
part in pledging themselves to abstain from Meriah sacrifices, and the example 
thus set will, it may be confidently hoped, act beneficially on those tribes whose 
opposition is scarcels overcome, or whose sujiport and co-operation are but 
reluctantly yielded. 

4. Measures of repression and ]>unishmcnt, however necessary they may be, 
should always be held subordinate to those of prevention. One of the most 
powerful among the latter cla.ss of measures is education, to which, together 
with the improvement of communications, and increase of intercourse with civili- 
zation, we can look with hope for the rescue of the Hill Tribes from practices 
which have their origin in ignorance and barbarism, and for the spread of 
enlightened and humane principles. 

5. The attention of the .’i cri i officers has been directed to this important 
j>oinr, and their cxertion.s have met with some success. We regret, however, to 
observe, that the progress of education received a serious check in (ioornsur, 
which was partly attributed to the withdrawal of magisterial jurisdiction from 
the Khond Agent, and its transfer to the ordinary- officers of police, whereby the 
influence and authority of the agency officers was weakened. On the urgent 
reprcsen'.ations of Colonel Campbell, the agent, and Captain M‘Viccar, offiriating 
agent, supported by the recommendation of the Madras Government, you invested 
the officers of the agency with joint magisterial powers within the sjihere of the 
agency, such powers being confined to cases of Aleriah sacrifice and fenude infan- 
ticide exclusively, and to be exercised on tlie same principles as regulate the 
jurisdiction of officers in the Thuggee department. Under this arrangement the 
local officers will, vve imagine, have no ground of complaint, and w’e trust that 
the Khond schools, which Jiad unfortunately been almost entirely closed, will, 

after 


* India Public? Letter, 2^ Dooernber (No. 96) 1853, p. 06, 76 and 70 ; Bcng’iil Public Letter, 
4 Jjnjuary (No, l) 1864, p. 21, 22 and 23 ; India Public* Letter, 10 February (No. 9) 1864, p. 00, 70 
and 7 8 j Bengal Public; Lc?tter, 16 .Line (No. 30) 1864, p. 18; liidiit Fob! ic Letter, 18 Aiiguat(No. 67) 
1864, [». 09, 100 to 108; Bengal Public^ Letter, 2 h Beptembf3r (No. 43) 1864, p. 10 to 12; India 
Public Letter, 27 October (No. 06) 1864, p. 40 to 49 ; Bengal Public Letter, 2ft Dcc;ember 
(No. 63) 1854, p. 13 and 14 ; Fi^rt St. George Political Letter, 27 February"(No. 2) 1866, p. 14 and 16; 
Bengal Public Letter, 7 March (No. 4) 1855, p. 8; India Public Letter, 20 March (No. 22) 1856, 
p. 33 to 43 ; 27 April (No. 31) 1866, p, 39, 42 and 46 ; Bengal Public Letter, 4 July (No. 16) 

1856, p. 10, 11 find 18 ; India Publics Letter, 10 August (No. OO) 1856, p. 10 to 18, 36 to 41 ; 
Fort St. (jleor^c Polity*, Letter, 26 August (No. 00) 1866; 11 September (No. 13) 1866, p. 18 
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after their reopening, have been carefully encouraged, and no means neglected for 
regaining the support of the people which had formerly been extended to them. 

6. Tours of personal inspection on the part of the agency officers arc calcu- 
lated to lead to very beneficial results, and should bi; stedfastly adhered to. Not 
only do they afford the agency officers adequate means of forming an opinion on 
the condition of the country, but, by bringing the people into direct communi- 
cation with the British authorities, and thereby circulating and diffusing a correct 
knowledge of the benevolent intentions of the Government, they will do much to 
remove suspicion and hostility. 

7. We have perused the report of Captain M'Viccar, dated the 21st May 
185.5, forwarding a summary of the ojwrations of the agency for the season of ■ 
1854-55, which is apparently the result of most careful investigation. 

8. Tiic tenor of this report is satisfactory, with the exception of the juirt 
relating to Bustar and Jeypoov. The former place is described as the head- 
<juarters of the Jennah Poojah, and Captain M‘Viccar affirms that “ liumaii 
sacrifices have never ceased to be offered, despite all orders of the Nagporc 
Durbar and the several Residents at the late Raja’s court.” The real head of 
this zeinindary is Laull Dologongona Singh, the uncle of the Raja, who appears 
to he a man of turbulent character, fanatical in the highest degree, and wedded 
to the superstitious rite of human sacrifie.e, 'I'he promises which he has on 
vai'ious occasions made to successive Residents have never been adhered to, and 
Caj)taiu ARVicear <loes not antici])ate that much good can be effected in Bustar 
until he is removed from authority, a measure which dues not appear likely to 
be found opposed to the feelings of the jicople. ^’c shall be glad to be informed 
of the measures taken in this matter. 

1>. The /.emindary of Jeypoor appears to be in a thoroughly disorganised con- 
dition, and the zemindar nearly imbecile. In the 43d para, of his report. 
Captain M'Viccar observes, “In the low country of Jeypoor, I regret most 
unfeigned 1}'^ to relate that human sacrifices prevail in almost every district. 
Here, as in Bustar, we have to deal with exclusively civilised and educated men, 
and not with semi-barbarous tribes, as in the hill tracts of Orissa. The former 
are not, in my opinion, deserving of the same consideration as the latter, and 
some sltarpcr and severer measui’es should be adopted than we have ever yet 
employed amongst the wild tribes of the mountains.’’ 

10. Captain Owen was deputed by Mr. Smollett, the Agent in V’izigapatam, 
to inquire into the condition of the country. The evidence collected by Captain 
Owen tended to disprove the present existence of human sacrifices in Jeypoor; 
although there seems t(» be little doubt that the practice prevailed extensively a 
few years sinc;e. Nevertheless, with a view of putting an end to the anarchy in 
which tliis hill zeinindary was plunged, Mr. Smollett, following the line of 
policy already advocated by Captain MA’iccar, recommended that Government 
should assume the direct managcinent of tlie estate. The consent of the Raja 
had been previously solicited to the measure, but it was declined, the zemindar 
promising to conduct the affairs of bis territory and family according to the view's 
of the Agent. J’he Government of Madras, however, concurred in the propriety 
of assuining the management of the country, and measures were according!}' 
taken with the view of carrying into effect the suggestion of Air. Sinollell. 

11. In your letter to the Govenimcnt of^ladras of. the iHtb .Inly 1855, you 
express the opinion that the evidence wasall against the supposition that the 
practice of human sacrifiei* by Hindoos existed in Jeypoor ; that the practice of 
Suttee liad not, until recently, been prohibited ; and that the result of that pro- 
hibition should be awaiteil before adopting any further measures. 

12. While admitting that the state of anarchy w’hich prevailed in Jeypoor was 
a good reason for assuming the management of the country, you arc of opinion 
that the step is serious, being likely to involve Government in a protx’acted 
jungle war, and being one which could not be retraced. 

13. You therefore directed that no steps for assuming the management of the 
country should be taken for the present. Acting on these instructions, the 
Madras Government recalled their orders. 
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14. We trust, liowever, that no unnecessary delay will be allowed to take 
place in adopting such measures as may be necessary to suppress human sacri* 
lice and infanticide, and to restore order in the district. 

15. We observe with satisfaction that the total number of Meriahs rescued in 
the bill tracts of Orissa during the season 1854-55, was 46, of whom 21 were 
males and 25 fernab^s. 

16. Lieutenant MacDonald's tour through the hill tracts of Goomsur, afTurds 
another exemplidcatiou of the benefleial effects of the personal visits of European 
officers on the people and native officials, and wc entirely approve the orders of 
the Madras Government that Lieutenant MacDonald, or some other officer of 
the agency, should maki? such tours annually. The progress of education in 
thew* tracts appears to be very satisfactory ; and we approve the measures 
adopted for extending it. The measures for facilitating traffic by the construc- 
tion of choultries and wells, •'at a cost of 1,650 rupees, have our entire approval. 

17. The schools recently established in these tracts will be placed under a 
native superintendent entertained for that purpose, by whom an annual report 
will be furnished. All measures relative to education in these districts should 
in future be rej»orted in the educational branch of the Public Department. 

18. Vigorous ineasurt's wen* very properly adopted for putting a stop to depre- 
dations in the Boad country, and the energetic conduct of Lieutenant MacDonald 
merited praise. 

19. 'I'he survey operations in the tributary mehals appear to be progressing 
very favourably under Captain Saxton ; the impediments alluded to in our 
despatch, dated 18th June (No. 14) 1854, being no longer in existence. I’he 
road to Suinbbiilporc has been surveyed and partially opened, and it is expected 
to be available for traffic throughout its entire length during the hot w'cather 
of 1856. 

20. The country appears to possess considemble mineral resources, and to be 
well w'orth a thorough scientific investigation. We shall be glad to recei'i e some 
of the mineral specimens forwarded by Captain Saxton to Dr. Hunter, at Madras, 
as stated in the 4th para of his letter, dated 23d September 1854, 

21. In conclusion, we would express our high sense of the .services of the 
Meriah agency officers, who appear to have shown great discretion and assiduity 
in the discharge of the important duties entrusted to them. It was with the 
deepest regret w<‘ rtxieived the account of the death of Captain Frye, an officer 
so earnest m this cause, and, you remark, “whose labours have proved of 
such essential service to the cause of numanity^.” 

Wc are, &c. 

(signed) IV. H. Sykes, 

London, 17 >epteniber 1856. Jif. Mangles, 

&c. &c. 


Revenue Department, 5 November (No. 17) 1856. 

Our Governor- General of India in Council. 

Mohturfa and Veesahuddy ’I’cuces at Madras. 

Para. 1. Youk letter in this depai'tment, dated the 28th February last (No. 6), 
reports to us the final result of your deliberations on the subject of the revision 
or abolition of the Mohturfa and Veesahuddy (taxes on professions, trades, arti- 
ficers, houses, Ac.), under the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

2. This question has been the subject of discussion and corresjiondence 
between the Government of Madras, your Government, and ourselves, for the 
last 12 years; and, an inexcusable delay on the part of the Madras 

authorities in furnishing the information which had been repeatedly called for, 

the 



PAPERS RELATING TO EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 13 

the case was at length put in a shape sufficiently complete for decision in the 
proceedings of the Madras Board of Bevenue, dated the 27th March 1S48. 

3. In a minute dated the 12th September 1848, Mr. Daniel Elliot reviewed 
the whole question at considerable length, and arrived at the conclusion that the 
admitted evils of the system might be eradicated to a great extent by a modifica- 
tion of the rates, and a change in the mode of collection ; and he offered various 
suggestions w'itb this object. In a subsequent minute, however, under date the 
5th May 1 853, he states that a further consideration of the question had induced 
a change in his views ; and he avows that, “ feeling more sensibly the difficulty 
of the proposed rtfonn, and, indeed, almost despairing of the jMtssibility of 
success in it, and being very strongly pressed by the consideration of the dis- 
advantage that this Presidency will lie under, if it is left subject to taxes of thi.s 
nature, from which Bombay has been relieved, and which do not obtain in 
BengSl, his opinion is now for the entire abolition of this revenue.” 

4. Mr. J. F. 'J’homas (Minute dated 23d April 1853) considers that “it is nut 
juucticable to find a remedy for the abuses which e.Xist under it and, in the 
event of its abolition, does not doubt that the loss of revenue would, at no 
distant date, be made good to the State from the increasing immlwrs and pros- 
perity of the non-ajiricultural classes. “Their advancing w'calth,” he says, 
“ would extend the market and enhance the value of all products of the land, 
and better j)riccs would then be obtained by the ryot, and greater stability be 
thus given to the land revenue. I should not hesitate, therefore, to counsel the 
entire abolition of the mohturfa faxes, in a financial point of view% as well as 
upon the ground of the evils and abuses inherent in them.” 

5. Of all the members of the Madras Government, the (iovernor alone i^Sir 
H. Pottinger) advocates the retention of any portion of the mohturfa taxes. The 
admissions made in his minute of the 28th April 1853, go far, however, in our 
opinion, to nullify his conclusions ; and the numerous modifications which he 
proposes would, if carried out, still leave many of the inequalities untouched, and 
most of the ojwmiugs for atbuse unclosed, as they e.\i8t under the present 
system. 

6. These proceedings were laid before your Government, with a letter dated 
the 26th May 1853; but the matter was not taken into consideration till the 
31st December 1855, when the Marquis of Dalhousie recorded a minute, in 
which, after explaining his reasons for delay in disposing of .the subject, he 
expresses himself in the following words; “The mohturfa taxes, as a w'holc, 
are indefensible in principle. They are a direct tax ujion humble industry. 
They press upon the poorest of the.people. They press with an unequal jtressure. 
They are felt sensibly ; felt as an obnoxious burden ; and they give unbounded 
scope to the w orst of all the vexations which wc see and detest, but cannot eradicate 
— the petty oppression of petty native officials.” Ilis Lonlship accordingly came 
to the coiiclusion that “ the inohturfa taxes shoidd be abolished, wholiy and 
unreservedly;” but, looking to the actual financial eontlitiun of the Tndi.an 
empire, lie suggested that their abolition should be deferred until the present 
extraordinary pressure should be removed, so as to admit of the revenue they 
pioduce being relinquished with safety. 

7 . Lord Dalhousie’s views , were concurred in by Mr. Ooriu, but the three other 
members of Council, Mr. J. 1*. Grant, Mr. Peacock, and General Anson, pronounce 
in favour of their immediate abolition. 

8. The mohturfa taxes were abolished in Bengal in 1703, and in Bombay in 
1844 ; and even Mysore, in the heart of the Madras Presidency, is exempted 
from them. Tlieir average net produce is from 11 to 12 lacs of rupees per 
annum. 

t). The arguments in favour of the abolition of these taxes appear to us to be 
irresistible. They are confined to one Presidency, whieh is subject to at least as 
heavy a pressure of taxation as any other part of India; and, even there, whole 
districts and parts of districts, as well as particular classes of people, are entirely 
exempt- They arc most unequally distributed over the districts subject to them, 
four only of the twenty collectorates into which the Presidency is divided, contribut- 
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ing upwards of half the total amount. The assessment is arbitrary, irregular, and 
undefined, resting (except as regards the veesabuddy of the Ceded jDistricts) on no 
law, but merely on ancient usage, and thus affording to the native officers 
employed in their collection ample opportunities of oppression and extortion, of 
which it is in evidence that they largely avail themselves. 

10. We are perfectly satisfied that no modification of the existing system can 
be devised which would divest it of its objectionable character, and we accord- 
ingly convey to you our authority to direct its total abolition, at such time and in 
such manner as may seem to you expedient. 

11. It has been suggested in the course of the discussion, that the mohturfa 
might be so regulated as to convert it into a house tax or an income tax, or into 
both combined. Such taxes, if fairly assessed, may be unobjectionable in prin- 
ciple ; and, as Mr. Dorin suggests, some similar imposts may hereafter be found 
unavoidable as a measure of financial necessity throughout India. In the present 
case, however, any such conversion of the mohturfa taxes would be open to the 
fatal objection, that it would be continuing to subject the Presidency of Madras 
to a system of taxation, from which the rest of India would bo free ; but in thus 
relieving our native subjects from the payments of imposts which in their mode 
of collection under our administration have proved oppressive, you will bear in 
mind that, with tlie prospect of a reduction also in the amount of the land-tax, 
you will require to take into your immediate cunsidoi*ation the means of obtaining 
revenue from other sources, and to notify to those who derive advantage from 
the remission of the muhturpha, that such is the intention of o\ir Government. 

12. With respect to the suggestion of Mr. .T. P. Grant, to which you have called 
our attention, for an increase in the rates of import duty at all the Presidencies, 
to compensate for the loss of revenue to be occasioned by the abolition of the 
mohtnrpha, we must observe that such a measure must be considered, if at all, 
on its own merits, and uv.t in connexion with the question discussed in tliis 
despatch. Mr. Grant has luadverteutly stated the general rate of import duty at 
3^ per cent, ad valorem, instead of 5 per cent., to which amount it was raised 
under our orders by Act IX. of 1845. 

13. We shall communicate a copy of this despatch to the Government of Fort 
St. George, for their information. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Sykes. 

London, 5 November 18.50. R. D. Mangles. 


Revenue Department, 6 May (No. 6) 1857. 

Our Governor-General of India in Council. 

Administration of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

1. With your foreign letter, dated 28 February 1856 (No. 24), you have 
transmitted to us a series of papers illustrative of the first year s administration 
of the districts assigned to us by the Nizam, under the treaty of 18.53. 

2. The “ Memorandum ’* submitted.by the Resident, the late Mr. G. A. Bushby, 
is so loose in its construction, so vague and unsatisfactory in its details, so 
entirely deficient in the practical information necessary to enable us to form a 
judgment on the measures already taken or those liereafter to be pursued in 
regard to the administration of the assigned districts, that we are compelled to 
base our observations on the lucid and compreheusive note prepared by your 
secretary, Mr. G. F. Edmonstone, on which, together with the Marquis of Dal- 
housie’s minute of the 27th September 1855, your instructions to the Resident, 
dated the 30th January last, were founded. 


3, TTte 
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3. The assigned districts were in tlie first instance formed into five divisions, 
each under the superintendence of a Deputy Commissioner; viz. — 

Northern Berar, Deputy Commissioner, Captain Bullock. 

Southern Berar, ditto, Major Johnstone. 

Western Districts, ditto. Captain Meadows Taylor. 

Eastern Division, Haichore Dcab, ditto. Major Hampton. 

Western Division, ditto, ditto. Captain Balmain. 

4. We propose to treat of the administration of this tract of country under the 
heads and in the order observed in yotir instructions to the Resident, premising 
that, owing to the omission of that officer to exercise any effectual control over 
the proceedings of the several Deputy Commissioners, there is an entire ab.sence 
of ivpiformity in the measures pursued by those officers, always well intended, 
and generally to a great extent successfid,*for the protection of the interests of 
GovernTiient, and for the amelioration of the condition of the people, in the 
revenue, judicial, and police administratioir of their districts. 

.5. The state of anarchy and confusion in which the districts were found on 
their first occupation was such, as you rightly observe, as could not be per- 
mitted lo continue in any province under the administration of the British 
Government,*’ and it was absolutely necessary that “ some system of fiscal 
mauagement should be devised, which, while it should ]nit an end to all un- 
licensed exemjitions and privileges, and secure a fair revenue to the Slate, shall, 
by the recognition of j)roprietary right in those who can establish a hereditary or 
prescriptive title, and by the ]»rotection of the interests of other cultivators of 
the soil, invest tenures in land with security and permanency tuider certain 
declared conditions, and sh.nll restrict the demand of the State within reasonable 
limits, which shall not be subject to variation for a fixed term of years.” 

(i. Asa preliminary step to the full attainment of these desirable objects, you 
propose that there shall he a khusreh survey of the lands of each village, to be 
conducted by native measurers, subject to the subsequejit check of a professional 
survey of the total villag*' areas. The Resident desires to entrust the duty of 
measuring the village lands to the putwarries, and you aj)pear to entertain his 
proposition favourably, though Captain Bullock and Captain Taylor (the only 
Deputy Commissioners who appear to have reconled any opinion on the subject), 
state that the putwarries are in general lamentably ignorant, and wholly unfitted 
for the duty. If this plan should be adopted, the experience of the qualified 
officers whom you have selected to fill the position of Deputy Commis.'iioners, 
will eixahle them to apply usefully the services of such putw'arric.s as may he 
found to ]iosscss accurate infunnation and detailed records of accounts, and to 
set aside those who are really ignorant and unfit for the duties of their here- 
ditary offices. It should be left to the discretion of Mr. Maltby to appoint lor 
the temporary service, as many aniccn.s as he may find t<» be requisite, but we 
hope that, notwithstanding the alleged ignorance and unfitness of the putwarries, 
he will find that they are not altogether without the means of imparting informa- 
tion of a description which it is indispensable to obtain before forming an opinion 
-of the resources of a village or determining the proper form of its managenicnt. 

7. The mode of settlement which you propose to introduce is the village 
system of the North-West Provinces, but without (at any rate in the fii>t 
instance) the incident of joint and several res[>onsibility for the revenue, and 
otherwise partially modified so as to adapt it to the existing state of things. 

8. The village communities having .survived the various revolutions through 
which the administration of the district has passed, appear still to exist through- 
out these districts in an imperfect condition, but without possessing, as it would 
seem, any conjoint or common interest in the lands of the village, which are 
held by the ryots individually. You propose that tJie lands should be classed 
.according to the nature of the tenure on which #Jiey are held, whether by 
“ meerasdars,” " wuttundars,*' “ moondkluirroes,’* (tenants having a right of 
hereditary occupancy, among whom you intend to include all those who shall 
have held the same land for twelve consecutive years), and “ ooprees ” (or tenants 
■at will). The assessment is then to be fixed on each holding, or, if it be found 
,;practicable, on the aggregate of the holdings of each class ; the total amount on 
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nil the cultivated lands to form the fixed demand of the Government from the 
village for the term of the settlement (which is not in the first instance to exceed 
seven years), to he liable to no increase, and, ordinarily, to no reduction. This 
assessment is to he made within such limits as shall leave a margin to cover 
the risks of a fixed contract, as well as a fair profit to the holders, and a pro- 
])ortion also of the net produce to provide for the remuneration of office bearers 
and other village expenses.” To this assessment is also to be added a charge of 
one per cent, to form a road fund, and possibly, although it is not so stated, 
an udditiopal one per cent, for educational purposes, as is proposed in the revised 
settlement of the North-West Provinces. 

f). The assessment being thus completed, and the particulars recorded, each 
class of holder.s will be called on to nominate one or more of their number as 
their head man or representative, who is to be the ntedium of communication 
between his class and the Government officials, and whose duty it will be to 
rcalis'.' the revenue, ” in the recorded pro|M)rtions,” from each member of the 
cla.ss, •* suing him, if need he, for arrears due.” It has been already noticed 
tljat your proposal is “ to fix the Government assessment on each several 
holding, or. if that he practicable, on the aggregate of the holdings of each class.” 
If the latter plan be adopted, it is not showji how or by whom the demand is to 
he a])purtioiied on the lands of the individual cultivators, so as to appear on 
tlie records of the settlement, or how the provision that “ eacli cultivator is to 
he liable only for the demand assessed on his own laud,” is to be carried into 
etfect. Tlie collections, when made, are to he paid by certain fixed instalments into 
the local treasury ; andun engagement tor the punctual payn>ent of the village 
juinma (including an additional cess lor the remuneration of the head man or 
representative of his class, and the village putwarree”) is to be taken from the 
re}>resentatives jointly. 

U>. The next point to be considered is the disposal of the waste land, and 
this, as you tjhserve, is neither a very easy nor an unimportant <]uestion. Since 
neither ilie village community as a body, nor the individual cultivators, appear 
to advance any claim ol' property in the uneultivuted lauds, tliey would seem to 
he at the absolute di'>})osjil ol' Government, in any manner whicli may be deemed 
most expedient, Tlic only positive opinion which you express is, that “the 
Governincnl .shall not, wiiiiiu the term of the settlement, he entitled to enhance 
its demand u]>on a village, owing to the occupation and cultivation of waste,” 
and you suggest as a desirable and fair arrangement, that the waste should he 
allotted to the several classes of occupants in proportion to the extent of their 
cultivated lands, to be held on the same tenure us those lands are lield. 

11. Adverting to the state of anaiwhy and confusion in which you describe 
these districts to have been when transferred to your management, we conceive 
that it may he practicable to establish, in some tracts of this waste land, a clear 
proprietniy right on the part of the Government, without any infringement of 
the rights of any others. 

lli. Even in this case, however, it ought to he conceded in respect to waste 
lands situated contiguous to the cultivated land of a village, that such village 
shall pos'-t ss as mucli as their existing stock will enable them now to break up, in 
a<lditicn to the area which every village community in India must have re- 
maining w aste, for the common pasture of their stock ; or the quantity to he 
.'is'-ignod, exclusive of the necessary extent of common, might be as much as 
the village community would engage to break up within a period of three 
ye-.’-s. 

i;.;. With regard to the remainder, we are very desirous that you should 
consider and report to us without unnecessary delay, on what terms the best 
<‘alcnlatc-d for the introduction of British capitalists, you are of opinion it might 
be practicable to dispose of it. 

14. Wc should have had no objection, as an experiment, to sanction the 
alienation in perpetuity to any persons of substance and respectability of land 
belonging to the Government, upon condition of the application of a certain 
iunount of capital to the cultivation of the most valuable products of the soil, 
although perhaps easy terms of long lease, such as for a period of 20 or 30 
years, might at present attract British capitalists of energy and substance^ but 
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the districts of the Nizam, assigned to ns by the treaty of do not belong 
to our Government, and, therefore, with respect to them we have not tlie power 
of alienation. 

15. The intent and object of the proposed system appears to be (as seems Note, para. C;}. 
indeed to be admitted by Mt. Edraonstone), au attempt to combino a ryot.war 
assessment with a mouzahwar mode of management, witl» the view of getting 
rid of the minute and inquisitorial interference with the affairs of the cultivators 
which the former system is supposed to involve. It i.s admitted that the village 
communities, although traces of them are everywhere to be found, are not in a 
suflicient state of completeness to allow of the enforcement of the rule of joint 
and several responsibility for the revenue, as is provided for in the Nortli-Wesn . 
Provinces. As a substitute for this, however, it is proposed that the elected 
head men, who are to be representatives, not of the whole village, hut of 
separate ^nd distinct classes of occupants, should nevertlicless engage jointly for 
the whole jumina ; but as there is no community of iutere^t, and each occupant 
(including, we presume, the bead uhmi themselves) is to Ixj *■ liable only lor 
the. demand assessed on his own land," and no more, it docs not appear how the 
whole jiirama of the village is to be made good in the event of default on the 
part of individual occupants. We are aware that defaulters are to be liable to 
ejectment, and to the transfer of their interest by sale or otherwise, to any one 
who may be willing to liquidate the balance and engage for (he land ; but it may 
ol'ten happen, especially where unoccupied land exists to so large au extent, 
that no one \mI1 be willing to take upon himself the liabilities of the defaulter; 
and in this case, there seems to be no source from which the whole jumina of 
the village, Ibr which tb.e head men have engaged jointly, can be made up. 

1(). The proposed head men would in no respect take the place of tlui lum- 
benlars of the North-West Provinces, who engage for and on behalf of the whole 
body of ryots, (lie whole body being jointly and .severally responsible for the 
payment, in certain dehiied proportions, of the whole village juintna. 'riiey are 
rather in the posiiion of the salaried otiicers on the ('ollcetoi’s establishment in 
ryotwar districts, who, while they collect the revenue from the cultivators, arc 
not hold answerable lor defaulters. It would be desirable, and may be jirac- 
ticable, to arrange with the potail or other head man of tlu; village that all 
collections should be made througli liiiii, and that so long as tlie jiimma of his 
village is paid by the stipulated instalments into the local treasury, no inter- 
ference on the part of the revenue officers would he permitted, and the ryots 
would be left to manage their affairs in their own way during the term of the 
settlement. 7’his course might probably lead, in the end, to the voluntary estab- 
lishment of a kind of joint responsibility among the ryots themselves. But 
where no such joint responsibility exists, and then; is no communtity of interest 
and feeling among the cultivators, it appears to us impossible that cases of default 
in the payment of revenue, disputes as to the occupation of waste, and inany 
other similar questions, can be dealt with satisfactorily without calling in the aid 
of the revenue officer. 

17 . We are therefore of opinion that the jiroposed scheme for the revenue 
administration of thc.se districts has not received sufficient consideration, and 
that your object in revising it should be to construct one which shall be suited 
to the actual condition and requirements of the people vvitli whom you have to 
deal, and which can be efficiently worked with the materials which you have at 
command, rather than with reference to the supposed merits or defects of the 
systems which have been adopted in other parts of India. All the. revenue 
settlements which have been effected of late years, or which are in contemplation, 
have proceeded on the principle of determining, in the first instance, the amount 
to be demanded from the individual cultivators ; and that point being fixed, it 
lias been left to be decided, according to the usages, wishes, and circumstances of 
the people, whether, as a matter of policy or convenience, the collection of the 
revenue should be effected by a direct demand on the ryots themselves, as in 
Madras and Bombay, or by employing some intermediate agency, such as the 
representatives of the village communities or talookdars, as in the Punjab and 
the North-Western Provinces. 

18. We do not desire by these observations to discourage you from attempting, 
if you should still consider such a plan of administration best suited to the cir- 
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cuiustances of the people, to introduce a combined scheme of village management 
and ryotwar or heldwar assessment into the assigned districts. We shall be 
anxious to receive the matured opinion of Mr. Maltby on the subject, after he 
shall have had sufficient time to make himself fully acquainted with the condition 
and circumstances of the country under his charge. We desire that you will 
furnish him, for his information only, with a copy of our despatch of the 17th 
of December last (No. 17) to the Government ot Fort St. George, on the subject 
of the revision of the assessment about to be undertaken in the districts subject 
to that Presidency. 

19. Wc entirely agree with you that the execution of the revenue settlement 
should be confided to a separate class of officers, to be hereafter appointed, and 
that this duty should not be added to the labours, already sufficiently arduous, of 
the De))uty Commissioners. 

20. The next subject to which your instructions relate is the settlement of the 
huqs or perquisites of village and district officers, and the deh sadur, or village 
expenses. 

21. \Ve arc not prepared to admit the correctness of your conclusion that the 
pergunuiih offices (those of Deshmook, Deshpandya, &c.) were not in their origin 
hereditary, although it appears that they required in all cases, when under the 
sway of the Mahrattas, the confirmation of the ruling power. The right of 
investigating claims to offices of this description, and of confirming the claimants 
in their possession, when they are enabled to produce valid titles, has accordingly 
passed to our Government. The holders may appear to have long ceased to 
perform any real duty, but it should he ascertained w'hether this has arisen from 
the condition ot anarchy which lias been described having subverted the ordinary 
system of administration, or from the actual incapacity of the incumbents. The 
sudden discontinuance of their emoluments would be a harsh measure, and would 
probably plunge most <>f those who have hitherto enjoyed them into absolute 
poverty. We approve-, therefore, ot your having authorised the grants subject to 
your sanction, to all such as can prove the possession of office for a series of 
years (from .9.0 to ,00), or whenever there may be reasonable grounds for 
abstaining from iuiinediatc deprivation of a j)rovisiori for life, either in land or 
in money, equivalent to 5 per cent, on the revenue of the talooka, on which they 
possess a claim. 

22. The remuneration to be assigned to the village officers (potails and put- 
warrees), and the amouiJt to be allowed as deh sadur or village expenses, are to 
he inquired into and detevinined at the time of the settlement, by the (dheers 
engaged on that duty. 

23. No inforniatitjii is aflbrdcd in these papers as to the extent or value of the 
laiuls lu'ld as jageer, cnam, &.c. We entirely agree \Aith you, that all claims to 
exiniptiou from the payment of revenue, as well as all claims to money 
allowances, should be investigated and decided with all practicable expedition. 
The eases of laud held rent-free for service by the potails, putwarrees, and 
vilhiiTJ' servants, are to be reported by the settlement officers in classified lists, 
to be dispf>sed of by the competent authorities, according to rules similar to 
those which were laid down for the guidance of the oflicei's in the Punjab. All 
other claims are to be at once taken in hand by the Deputy Commissioners, and 
reported, with the opinion of the Resident, for your decision. 

t 

24. The instructions which you have issued for the establishment of the 
village and district police, on much the same system and scale as they exist in 
the Punjab, appear to us to be proper. 

25. The immediate introduction of our police into the Surfi Khas jag^ires, 
(estates of which the revenue management is specially reserved to the Nizam 
and his officers), has been properly directed, the cost of the establishment being 
chargeable to the revenues of the assigned districts. The importance of either 
inducing the Nizam to exchange these talooks for others not geographically 
incorporated with the assigned districts, or committing the fiscal management of 
them to our officers, tlie actual revenues being paid into his tr^sury, is so great, 
that notw’ith8tandu»g the repugnance which his Highness is stated to have 
evinced to such a course, we agree in the propriety of your instruction to the 

Resident 
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Resident to open a negotiation, with the view of endeavouring to settle the 
question on one or other of those bases. 

26. On the arrival of the Deputy Commissioners in their districts, it appears 
that they found no courts of any description for the administration of civil 
justice. Those officers immediately set themselves to supply this obvious and 
great deficiency, which was accomplished by the establishment of tnoonsiflfe’ 
courts. In the absence, however, of any instructions from the Resident for 
their guidance, the judicial powers entrusted to the moonsiffjs, tlieir mode of 
procedure, and even the law which they were to administer, differed in all tlie 
divisions. 

27. This diversity of practice it was of course necessary to correct at onco, 
and you have proposed to effect that object by abolishing the moonsifls’ courts, 
and transferring tneir powers to the tehseeldars, or officers holding that position 
in the assigned districts, to be exercised under rules similar to those which have 
been provided for the conduct of civil judicial proceedings in the Punjab. Before 
absolutely directing this change, we think it would have been well tr) have 
ascertained by local inquiry, whether the tehseeldars or other officer.s occupying 
that position in the assigned districts are, as a class, competent by their previous 
habits and acquirements, and by freedom from ]»ressure of other duties, to 
dhscharge judicial functions, equally with officers of a similar rank in the J’unjab. 

28. The same want of uniformity has prevailed in the administration of 
criminal as in that of civil justice. You have defined the powers to he; *^verciscd 
by tlie Judicial Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioners, the Assistant (’om- 
missiouers, and the extra Assistants ; and you have directed the observance of 
the spirit of the Bengal Reguiatious, and the adoption of rules of piocedure 
similar to those provided for the Punjab. The question of entrusting to the 
officers in the position of tehseeldars, authority to try criminal cases of minor 
importance, has been left for future determination. In finally decitling t)ii the 
manner in which justice, both civil and criminal, shall be administered by the 
subordinate functionaries, we desire that the principles laid down in our judicial 
despatch of the 24th September last (No. 41), may not be lost sight of, and we 
would particularly call your attention to paras. 12 and 22 of that «le.spatch. 

20. With respect to jails, you jiropose that there should h ■ one at the head- 
quarters of each district, sufticiently commodious to receive the whole of the 
aiinual average of prisoners, and constructed in all the districts on one approved 
plan. We trust that in erecting these jails, care will be taken to afford to each 
prisoner the space stated by the Medical Board to be absolutely ncccssar}?^ ; viz. 
500 cubic feet. 

30. The question as to the language to be aaopted for purposes of business 
and record is to be determined after the receipt of a report on the subject from 
the Resident, the information before you as to the existing practice in the several 
divisions not being sulFicicntly complete to enable you to arrive at a decision on 
that point. 

31 . As it is probable that, for some time at least, the revenues of the assigned 
districts will not be sufficient to supply the means of providing for their material 
improvement, it will be necessary for the British Government to advance the 
requisite funds, .fails, cutcherries and other edifices which are necessary for the 
transaction of public business must be regarded as part of the oi'dinary expenses 
of management, and as such are chargeable on the ordinary revenues. .Some 
expenditure for the formation and improvement of the means of communication, 
beyond what will be supplied from the one per cent, road fund, will also be 
required. Should the British Government be called on to defray the cost of 
these works in the first instance, you propose that the amount should remain as 
a debt, to be recovered as the revenues improve, interest at 0 per cent, being 
chargeable until its liquidation. 

32. Whether a different course should be pursued,’*as you propose, in the case 
of reproductive works, such as works of irrigation, requires further considera- 
tion. This, and all other questions connected with the ultimate adjustment of 
accounts with the Nizam, will be disposed of hereafter in the Political Depart- 
ment. 
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33. In the meantime we desire that distinct accounts may be kept of all expen- 
diture on public works ol' whatever description. In regard to works of irrigation, 
or others of a reproductive character, we think that, in order to prevent the pos- 
sibility of cavil or dispute hcrcat'ter, the increased receipts should not be taken, 
as has hitherto been the practice in the Madras district, in the form of an 
enhanced rate of assessment on the irrigated land, but in that of a distinct 
M'ater rent, as is the case in the North-West Provinces. The ordinary assessment, 
which the land would bear in its unimproved condition, and the amount received 
as water rent, snbjeet to the charges for establishments and repairs, should be 
shown in separate accounts, so that no doubt cun exist as to the actual advantage 
derived from the construction of the works in question. 

34. The instructions which you have issued relative to the medical school at 

Hyderabad, the erection of a hospital at the Residency, and the establishment 
of dispensaries in the assigned districts, have our approval. • 

3;'). The lalook establisiiments vary materially in the several districts, both in 
the number ot ]»ersous em()loycd and in the rates of pay assigned to them. You 
have properly directed the Resident to submit fresh lists for your sanction, 
framed, as far as practicable, on the model of those which have been found suffi- 
cient in the Punjab. 

36. In our Politic.al dcsi)atch, dated the 5th March (No. 14) 1856, paras. 14 
and 15, we sanctioned the appointment of a Judicial and Financial Commis- 
sioner, to control, under the general superintendence of the Resident, the civil 
administration of the assigned districts. Yon inform us, in your letter of the 
17th .lime (No. 67), that you have appointed Mr. Francis N. Maltby, of the 
Madras Civil Service, to that office, and you transmit a copy of a resolution 
defining the powers to be exercised respectively by the Judicial and Revenue 
Commissioner and by the Ueshlent at Hyderabad, the latter of whom must, 
under the terms of the tri'aty, superintend the administration of the assigned dis- 
tricts. 'I'he rules laid ci<-wn for the guulance of the Commissioner appear to us 
to be judicious and proper. 

37. Tlie reduction of tlie number of Deputy Commissioners from five to four 
by the union of the two divisions of the Itaichore Doab, at the salaries given in 
the margin,* so as to aftord to you the means <4‘ promoting deserving officers, is 
approved, as is also the establishment of six Assistant Commissioners, and of 12 
extra Assistant Commissioners, of which latter, six will be employed on the 
special duty of settlement officers. 

38. We approve entirely of abandonment (in common with all other fron- 
tier duties) of the jiuohetra, or fru.itier duty on salt. The salt thus imported 
has already paid the excise duty in Bombay, and ought not again to be subjected 
to taxation. 

33. U'he refontion of the abkaree, under improved arrangements, and the aboli- 
tion of the moliturfa, are also apjjroved. We have authorised the general abolition 
of the latter tax throughout the Madras Presidency (where alone it continues to 
be levied) in our despatch dated the 5th November last (No. 17) 1856. 

40. The projected establishment of town duties for municipal purposes, and 
for the maintenance of a town police, in the manner which has been so eminently 
successful in the Putijab, is a measure which well deserves to be carried into 
execution. 

41. 'J’hc information furnished in the Resident's “Memorandum” as to the 
aaual financial results of the first year of our occupation, and the probable 
results for the future, is so confused and defective, that we observe you have 
lefrained altogether from alluding to those results in your review of that paper. 
Mr, Edmonstone, in bis ‘* Note,” paras. 143 to 158, has striven to collect into 
one view the materials scattered over the “ Memorandum^’ and it Appendices, 
from which some opinion on these points might be formed ; but the materials are 

still 

* One Deputy CommiB.’<ionpr at 1,50U rupees per month ; two Deputy Commissioners at 1,300 rupees 
per month ; one Deputy Co'>irM'\BsioDer at 1,000 rupees per month. 
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still so imperfect, that ^'e can arrive at no more definite conclusion than that the 
revenues of the assigned districts vrill nut, for some time at least, be more than 
sufficient to defray the charges properly debitable to them, and that no surplus 
applicable to the payment of the principal of the debt can for the present be 
expected. 

42. The local revenue year had commenced some days prior to the transfer of 
the country to our officers, and the settlement, such as it was, had been made by 
the servants of tlie Nizam, by whom also a portion of the year’s, revenue had 
been collected. The Deputy Commissioners could, therelbre, only endeavour to 
protect the interests of Government, and to collect so much as, with a due regard 
to moderation and justice, could bo demanded from the ryots ; and this object 
they appear to have exerted themselves actively, and with much success, to 
attain. 

43. In conclusion, we have only to state, that wo concur cordially in the 
thanks wliich you directed to be conveyed to the Deputy Commissioners (as 
named in para. 3), “ for the zeal, the ability, and the industry wuth which they 
have laboured, under circumstances of great difficulty and of some discourage- 
ment,” m the administration of the districts committed to their charge. 

44. We take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of the paragraphs 
noted in the margin* relative to revenue arraugoments in the assigned districts, 
which have been transferred to this department, but which do not now call for 
remark. 

W^e are, &c. 

(signed) li. D. Mangles, 

London, G May 1857. F. Currie, 

&c. See. 


Public Works Department, 9 July (No. 16) 1850. 


Our Governor-General of India in Council. 


Para. 1 . Wk how proceed to reply to the letters noted in the margin, j' relating 
to the budgets of public works pro))osed for execution in the several Presidencies, 
and in the different divisions of territory directly subject to your Government, 
during the year 1855-56. 

2. In your instructions to the subordinate Governments providing, in accord- 
ance with our orders on the subject, for the submission of the annual budgets, it 
w'as directed that the budgets should consist of two statements : the first con- 
taining projects of new wmrks, for which, on account of the large amount of the 
estimated cost, the sanction of superior authority was specially rcijuired, and 
showing both the total estimated expense and the .sum proposed to be expended 
on each work during the year ; the second comprising all works which had already 
received sanction, whether from us, from your Government, or from the local 
Government, and e.\hibiting, in succe.ssive columns, the expenditure already 
incurred, that proposed for the year, and that expected to remain for future 
years. 

3. We 


* Foreign Letter, dated 7 November (No. 05) 1S.>4, p. 61 ; Foreiffn Letter, dated 16 March 
(No. 20) 1856, p. 60 to 62, 66 to 68, 74 lo 76 j Foreign Letter, dated 8 September (No. 51) 1865, 

L 43 and 44 ; Foreign Letter, dated 22 November (No. 64) 1 855, p. 62 and 63, 67 and 68 ; Foreign 
tier, dated 2 Juno (No. 00) 1856, p. 03 to 1)5, 1 11) and 120. 

f India Public Works Letters, dated 22 June (No. 16) 1850; daied 6 July (No. 20) 1855 » 
dated 24 August (No. 25) 1855; dated 24 August (No. 27) 1855; dated 24 August (No. 28) 1855 1 
dated 14 September (No. 30) 1850 ; dated 14 September (No. 32) 1856; doted 6 October (No. 34) 
1865; dated 6 October (No. 36) 1866; dated 12 October (No. 36) 1855; dated 26 October 
(No. 88) 1865; dated 16 November (No. 40) 1856; Budgets of Public Works for execution in 
1855-66. 

83 — Sess. 2 . c 3 


Public Branch# 



22 


PAPEES RELATING TO EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 


Bengal. 


4, j 7,204 rupees 
Jcssore Boad, 
1,00,000 rupees. 

Works in State- 
ment No. 2, 
33»8*»9^^> rupees. 


North-Western 

Proviiiccs. 


3. We sbali first review, in succession, the statements received bj yon under 
the above orders, and your proceeding on them, so far as ralates to the works 
sanctioned, and to the amount of expenditure aut^rised ; and shall then make 
such remarks as seem to be called for on the general question of the preparation 
and submission of these important documents. 

4. Statement No. 1 of the Bengal Budget contained nine projects, involving 
an estimated cost of 33,51,298 rupees, or 28,08,298 rupees if the less expensive 
of the two designs which had been prepared were selected for the General Treasury 
building. 

5. Under the opinion expressed by us as to the building referred to, the item 
was altogether struck out of the budget, and the same course was followed on 
various grounds with respect to the building for the Presidency College, and for 
the (’ollege of Civil Engineering, and to the metalling of the Turnlook Road. 
You sanctioned the expenditure noted in the margin* for the works specified, and 
retained in the budget, pending our orders, the new Post-office building (esti- 
mated at 3,23,782 rupees), and the road from Calcutta to Jessore at an estimated 
cost of 4,17,204 rupees. You will have learnt from our despatch dated 26th 
February (No. 4) 185(5, that we have not sanctioned the design for the Post-office. 
We have provisionally approved the formation of the road from Jessore, contin- 
gent on tiic failure of any satisfactory railway project, and the amount may stand 
in the budget, subject to the revised estimate now under preparation. 

fj. riie amount jtroposed t<» be expended on the works contained in Statement 
No. 2 was 33,82,060 rupees ; but the additions of the several heads show a discre- 
pancy oi' ‘1,862 rupees from Lieut. -colone! Goodwyn’s summary, which should not 
have been allowed to occur. This expenditure had all been provided (or by 
previous sanction, except the 3,00,000 rupees to be spent on the Dacca and Arracaii 
Hoad, of which, tliougli the genera) design had been approved, no estimate had 
been submitted; and a large proportion of the sura of 6, 67, 372 rupees, the amount 
of proposed expendituf" on the repair and extension of embankments. You very 
properly allowed this item to stand, and wc appro ve your order.? for the imme- 
diate preparation of estimates in the first case, and for the separation in future, 
as regards embankments, of the cost of repairs from that of new works. 

7. The total umomit to be expended in 1855-50 is thus on works newly pro- 
jected, 1,97,434 rupees, and on works previously sanctioned, 33,82,066 rui»ecs, 
making touether 3;'), 80, 400 rupees f. 

8. The new projects submitted foe sanction in Statement No. 1 of the Budget 
of the North-Western Provinces consisted of eight works, estimated to cost 
9, 31, 958 rupees, of which 5,^ i,44.* ■ apees wereproposed to be expended in 1 855-56. 

9. You have sanctioned, on what appear sufficient grounds, the works noted 
in the margin.^ You reserved for consideration, in correspondence with the 
Bengal Government, the erection of new buildings for the opium agency at 
Ghazeepore, amounting to 40, (KM) rupees; and you have submitted for our sanction 
proposals for the e instruction of a bridged and metalled road from Meerut to 
Roorkee, for the bridging of the portion of the Great Deccan road already 

metalled. 


Til b,* CtpMidml ill 


' F.wtimated Colt. 1855^6. 

Ik. 

30.000 Custom-lioufli^ sheds - - 30,000 

34.000 Cuteherry at Pubna - - 34,000 

33.434 I Cutohorry at Bhau^ulpore - 33,434 


t Total estimated expenditure on new works in Bengal in 1855-63,35, 80,400 rupees. 


' Eititnated Co«t, 


To be Expeniiediii 
1655-56. 


Rs 

1,21,1)84 

83,860 

60,000 

43,802 


Wells on the Grand Trunk Road - 

Kylas Canal in Rohiicund ------- 

ManjBTo Graft plantation on Ganges Canal - . . . 

Ilaisin*: bridging road from the Jubbulpore to Kuttenghee 


Rs. 

71.000 

60.000 
20,000 
28,652 
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metalled, and for the raising and metalling of the remainder of that road between 
Jubbulpore and Nagpore. 

10. We fully recognise the importance and economy of connecting Roorkee, 
from which the various departments in the North-Western Provinces are now 
supplied to so great an extent with tools and instruments, with the other districts 
of the Presidency ; and we accordingly sanction the construction of the road 
projected with that object.* We have, as you remark, constantly evinced our 
sense of the importance of the Great Deccan Road, and our readiness to sanction 
any well-considered measures for its improvement. W'e authorise the construc- 
tion of the bridges now proposedf on the portion of the line between Mirzapore 
and Jubbulpore ; and we approve, under the circumstances, of the permission 
accorded to the Lieutenant-governor to proceed with the bridge over the Parry at 
Nuddec in anticipation of our orders. We observe that several large rivers on 
this roady which do not appear, however, to present serious obstacles to traffic, 
will still remain unprovided with bridges. \Ve sanction the estimates for raising 
and metalling the portion of the Great Dcccan HoadJ between .Jubbulpore and 
Kamptee, and, in compliance with your request, we give you general authority 
to take measures for the bridging of this division, on tlic understanding that 
estimates are to he frame<l previously to the commencement of the work, and 
forwarded to us for final approval. 

J I. The intended expenditure on works in Statement No. 2, as per margin, § is 
stated hyyou to amount to 24,72,308 rupees, including 8,00,000 rupees ibr military 
buildings, previously sanctioned rn anticipation of the estimates, which you have 
rc(|ue8ted the Lieutenant-governor to submit without delay. In an examination 
of the totals of this statement, we find that the total amount of estimates sanc- 
tioned is 24,14,504 rupees, while the amount expended is stated at 137 lacs, the 
discrepancy appearing to arise in great measure from the mode in which the 
expenditure ou the Ganges ( Jaiial is entered in the statement. In the column 
also of “ To be expended in 1855-50,’’ eight lacs are inserted for tuccavee, and 
the eight lacs proposed for baiTacks are omitted ; moreover, the addition of this 
column should be 24,72,308 rupees, instead of 24,71 ,708 rupees. This statement 
has the signature of Mr. Muir, the S<icretary to the Government of the North- 
Western I'rovivjces, but it never could have been properly verified. 

12. '1 he j)ropopod expenditure in 1 855-50, on works in Statement No. l,has been 
shown to be 4,84,444 rupees ; and that on works in No. 2 is taken at 24,72,308 
ruitees ; the total amount to bo (.xpeuded is therefor<^, within th(^ year, 29,50,7.52 
rup(5cs.l| M’e obs«'rve that \ou are of opinion that a considerable portion of the 
expense in const meting the wells on the Grand Trunk Hoad may probably be 
“ borne by witalthy natives, who will he glad to come; forward with tlieir money 
for the puqtose, their names being recorded on tablets on tin; wells constructed 
at tiieir expense..” It is always our desin:, as you are aware, that the natives 
should be encouraged to co-operatc in works designed for the good of the 
country, and we have accordingly received with luucli gratification the above 
expression of your opinion. 

13. In reference to the [tublic works carried on in the Punjab, we have read Punjab, 
with surprise and displeasure the following extracts from a letter, dated 

22d May 1855, from Lieutenant-colonel IJaker, secretarj^ to the Government of 
India, in the department of Public Works, to the Commissioner in the 
Punjab ; — , 

” I am 


* EBtiriiatod coBt *2,30,6*25 riipPCB; lloorke>c Road; to be expended in 1R55-56, 1,00,000 rupees, 
t Estimered oost 1,10,598 rupees ; bridges on 1st division of Great Deccan Road j to be expended 
in 1855-66, 84,592 rupees. 

J Estimated cost 2,50,848 rupees; raising and metalling 2d portion of Great Deccan Road; 
to be expended in 1855-56, 1,25,000 rupees* 

§ Works in Statement No. 2, 24,72,808 rupees. 

Total Hoiictioued. Expended. j 

JKii. 24,14,594 18,70,714 ] 24,71,708 2,43,236 

II Total estimated expenditure on new works in the North-Western Provinces in 1865-56, 
29,66,752 rupees. 
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“ I am directed to state, that the Honourable the President in Council is 
desirous of having before him a statement of the monthly expenditure at pre- 
sent being incurred in the construction of public works in the Punjab ; his 
Honor in Council being under the impression that the outlay on this account is 
very greatly beyond what the Government has any conception of, and beyond what 
the chief engineer in the Punjab can have the means of properly superintending.” 

Also, the following, being extract from the reply to the above, dated 4th June 
1855, of Mr. Temple, secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to Lieutenant- 
colonel Daker. : — 

“ From various causes none of the monthly or annual returns prescribed by 
the Government resolution of the 21st April 1854, have been received. The 
Chief Commissioner has had some difficulty in ascertaining accurately the current 
expenditure for public works since the establishment of the department on its 
present footing. Since January last, however, the chief engineer has rendered 
monthly returns of the assignments issued byhim on the district treasuries m favour 
of the executive officers. From these statements the Chief Commissioner became 
aware that the expenditure was becoming excessive ; and after some conside- 
ration, and inquiry, he arrived at the conclusion that some positive check on 
existing and contemplated outlays was called for. Consequently, on the 28th 
May, a letter* was addressed to the chief engineer, which, for various reasons 
given, prescribed, that fur the present no assignment or letters of credit were to 
he issued without the jirevious sanction of the Chief Commissioner. A coi)y of 
this letter is appended, and that will explain all that tl»e Chief Commissioner 
can desire to submit on the subject. Abstract schedules of assignments issued 
during the past year, and of the probable requirements of the de|>artmcnt in 
cash for the next six months, are appendeil. A statement of the assignments for 
the past three mouths (that is, the quarter of February, March and April), also 
aecom])auics.t It will be seen that during the pa'^t year, just 
closed, no less than 1)4 lakhs have been disbursed, and that the 
chief ei"/ineer proposes to spend 58 lakhs more during the next 
six montlis. This latter amount will now, however, it is hoped, 
be giealiy curtailed.” And in a letter from Mr. Temple to Lieu- 
teuunt-colonel Napier, dated 28th May 185.5, he is reminded that 
hot ween the 19th April 1854 and 26ih May 18.55, he had been called upon seven 
times for his eslimatCo and monthly assignments, and that, “although a year has 
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(-■lapsed since the formation of your department, yet no such return has yet 
Ijeen reetdved that in regard to expenditure the Commissioner “ is not able to 
acquire any accurate or regular acquaintance with that part of the subject;” 
and further, that “ the assignments winch you have granted on your own autho- 
rity have aggregated a very I'.- y s ini, and their current monthly amount shows 
an inci easing ratio. For .several montlis past they have exceeded 10 lakhs per 
mensem, and risen even to 1.’} or 14 lakhs for works of all kinds, both civil and 
military. .At its present rate, the expenditure of your (le[)artraent will be not 
less than a million and a half sterling per annum.” It hence appears that very 
extensive works have been undertaken without previously well-considered 
estimates, and involving disbursements of so grave an amount as to entail 
financial difficulties ; anil that the chief engineer, Licutcnant-coloncl Napier, has 
given Icttcr-s of credit or assignments to his suliordinatcs upon the local trea- 
suries by his own authority ; and when called upon by the Chief Commissioner 
for the returns prescribed by the Regulations, did not furnish them. In conse- 
•luence, the Commissioner very properly had recourse to the stringent measure 
(if directing the local treasuries not to pay assignments without his previous 
sanction, and he limited the maximum monthly disbursements to 5 lakhs, or 
!0 lakhs per annum. 


14. We approve of the communications made by Lieutenant-colonel Baker, 
by order of the President in Council, to the Chief Commissioner, regarding the 
non-transmission of the estimates of public works in time for the budget. It is 
indispensably necessary that our orders on the subject should be ri^dly 
enforced. 


1 5. We observe that ample testimony is borne to the untiring zeal and ability 
of Lieutenant-colonel Napier ; but a want of method in matters of account and 
finance, and a neglect of orders with respect to the important matters upon 

which 
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which he has been addree^ed, neutralise his qualifications as a imblic servant, and 
a oontinuanee of sucl» nedect will render it necessaiy for you to make other 
arrangements for the dne discharge of the duties of bis department, in conformity * 
with me system prescribed by you, Wc must add, that wc cannot acquit the 
•Chief Coniimissioner in the Funjab from blame for allowing those irregularities 
in so important a branch of the local administration, and must express our sur- 
prise that the power of granting assignments on the local treasurers should have 
been at any time allowed to the chief engineer without control by the (.'hief 
Commissioner. 

16. We now proceed to notice the proposed disbursements for J85.')-56. 

The sum asked for by the chief engineer, Lieutenant-colonel Napier, was ^ 

1,00,49,534 rupees, and the proposed expenditure in lH5r)-50*, on works already 
sanctioned or in progress, amounted to the sum of 95,70,634 rupees, classified 
by your secretary under the following heads: — Military works, 40,00,000 
rupees; road operations, 30*01,011 rupees; canal works, 22,40,000 rupees; 
miscellaueotts, 3,38,523 rupees. For a large proportion of these works jio esti- 
mates had been submitted by the chief engineer, the operations j>roercssing 
under the general sanction given to the projects, and, as’sceins likely in sonic 
cases, without any sanction at all. 

17. In passing in review the sums put down for various works, many of these, 
it appears to us, nre not of an emergent character, and in others, the cost 
appears very mucli disproportioued to the work ; — 

At Meeau Meer, a central church, 40,000 rupees ; Mooltan new fort, 2,97,490 
rupees; Methun Kote viaduct, 1,00,781 rupees; Sealkote female hospital, Her 
Majesty’s 27th Regiment, 80,000 rupees ; Scalkotc married barracks, 1,47,148 
rupees ; Sealkote permanent privies, 75,250 rui»ecs ; Peshawur school, serjeants 
mess, and canteen, 58,593 rupees ; besides 6 lacs for barracks. Meeun Meer, 

12 single cesspool privies, 64,000 rupees; Kussowlic, four double-storied 
barrac'ks, and one married men’s barrack and hospital, 3,47,000 rupees; 

Dugshai prison cells, 02,324 i'U])ecs; while the new hospital is to cost only 
12,929 rupees for medical staff and convicts. The total of the columns of tho 
general abstract for estimates of works in Statement 7, is 1,9 1,00,570 rupees, 
and, as UK) lues is asked for 1855-5(), we infer that 91 lacs have nheady been 
expendetl on the several works. The (’bief Cmnuiissioncr says (4th June 186.5,) 
that assignments upon the local treasuries by Licutcnant-coloncl Napier in 
1854-55 were 94 lacs, and for the months of February, March, and jVpril, 

26,32,006 rupees. 

18. When the budget came before you on the 10th July 1855, its tabular 
form was that of 1864, which had been set siside by that of August 1854, and 
the number and order of the stutemeuts were irregular. Vou saw' no reason to 
modify the decision previously pronounced as to the amount to be exjieuded on 
public works in the Punjab, in any one year; and you accordingly fixed 
00,00,000 rupees as the limit of expenditure for 1855-50.* The Bareo Doab 
canal works, wliich had been sanctioned on regular estimate, were ordered to 
be carried on without interruption : on the Lahore and Peshawur Road, whose 
roughly estimated cost is a crore, or 4,0001. a mile, and on any other un- 
estiraated work it was decided that all o]>erations, but such as might be ^ 
indyispensabie, should he stopped till arrears of accounts of past works, and 
estimates for further portions, should Jiavc been completed ; ami the less urgent 
half of the military works was ordered to be postponed till the succeeding year. 

It was expected that by these means forty lacs of rupees would not be required, 

.and that the total expenditure would thus be brought within the specified 
limit. 

19. The works contained in the budget of public works for tlic Straits Straits Settlcm«>ts. 
Settlements consisted of a new Protestant church, esiimatod at 1,20,932 rupees, 

or, by uslftg convict labour, at 40,000 rujiees ; a new eourtdwuse, and a new 
Governmont house. * 

20. Vou 


• Total itttended expendittini on works in tke Ponjsb in ISSG-.IS, 00,00,000 ru{>oes. 
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Pcpii ciiic] Mnr- 
lalmn, nml Tcnas- 
senm. 


JNizain'fi Assigned 


Madras. 


20. You fsanrtioned the Chlimutes for the church and the coart-hoiiBc ; post* 
iK)n('d, in the absence of a plan and estinmtt*, the project for a new Quy^ernment 

’ houRC ; and authorised live erection of a now post-office (at an estimated cost of 
IB, 288 rupees’),* stated to he greatly reejuired, and only withheld from tlic 
budget by the (iovernor, on account of the greater supposed urgency ol* the 
other woiis. 

21. No expenditure on new works previously sanctioned seems to he rr’quircd 

in the Slniits f^'etllcioents in and the toUd suni to be expended in that 

year is linut<‘d lo *l(M>dd iuihvs, ) 

22. Von remark, tliat (be statement forwarded by the Commissioner of Pegu 

“ vviH iu«’om])ietu ns a mere list of woi ks, and was useless as a tlnaiicial state- 
ment, owiug to nmnei'ous and iinportunt omissions,” We greatly regret the 
irajtossibilifj of including ni tin* general skr-tch ol the cxpcnditun* proposed 
throughout India lor iK.'ro-.'dJ, the expected cost oil the imtnerous and expensive 
works in pi ogress m Pegn. We with v'on, however, that under the 

cin’unistam ts, a eomjdele budget was not (t> have been expc<*ted; and we join 
ill the liojre that cxeitious will be made to introUuce method aud order into 
the depaitinenl, anil that lull intormaliou mu} he supplied in next year’s 
hudeet 

2’i. No works seem to liave been iii jirogress under the (’ominissioner of Mar- 
taban and TenasM rim, and no matured projeds wcTe submitted for sanctiun; 
aud the Comnii.ssionei seems to think they will lie eonlined for some time to 
mads and the electiie telegra]ih \Ce observe that U)u have aiilborised a 
to])oaiuj>li’eal survey of th« eomitiy between Mergiii aud Itroulmeiii, with a 
view t(* the tormation ot a first-ela-"' road throughout the length of tiie two 
jirovimes. l>tiinatcs tor this w oik will of eourse ajtjiear in a future budget, 
should the [iiojcet on cxaimuation be found to be practieablc. 

24. 'I’be statement 'buutted In the. ivsideiit at Uydeiabad were very imper- 
lect, both as to subst.u e and torui .uid as no engiueeriug e.siablisbment has yet 
been oigaui-td (m the assigned dislin*ts, complete returns were not to have 
been cxjKi'tcd. 

2.'). Von vein prop''rK lefusod to sanetion any considerable expenditure on 
roads, till tli<' best lines eould he selcefed by a enmjietenl engineer ofliccr ; aud 
the works authoristd tor tlie vear estimated in the aggregate to cost 

l,3],d,*l2 tuiHCs. coihsist if>r the most jiarl ol olheial buildings. 

2(1. I’hc Imdget .sulmittcd by the Madras Goveimuent contained in list No. 1 
ol new works, a proposed iiu of 2ti,1,'>,3Sl rupees, and in list No. 2 ot 
tsaneiionui works, of 7.">,.')0,1 u lujx es, ot which 32,84,408 rupees had been already 
laid out. It was proposed to e\]n ml on woiks in this list, in 1855-.5G, the sum 
of 34,4!l,/nr) rupees; and on thoK* in list No. I of nevv works, it was proposed 
to lay out I7.<'J).47.> lujtees, n'akiug a total proposed outlay in 1855-5(1, of 

5 1.. ')'.), 1 7'.) rupees, witli a lulure outlay ol 17,21 ,7d}) rupees, making a total, vvith 
flic aiiiount already expended, of 1,01,05,445 rufiees. In statement No. 1. 
tw'ent\-lmii m w projects re<|uued tlie sanction of superior authority, the greater 
uumht-r ol them hemg ol considcr.ible importance, and their total estiinaled cost 

20.1. h,38l ntpets. 

27. The -.anetion of two ol ihe proposed works, vi/,., the formation of a direct 
road from Madras to t'uddapah ; and the eonstmetion of an anmeut for purposes 
of irrigation on the Huggry River, in Bellary, was postponed by you on the 
pound, as regards the first project, of the uueerlainty as lo the construction of 
i railroad in the general direction of Cuddapah ; and as regards the second, of 

the 


’J’ot 1 


Tobeszpesded 

( oM 



7f». 

40,000 

*\cw churob - 

"iT 

30,000 

:i.‘>,ooo 

Court-hou8f - 

10,000 

1S,2S8 

Post-office . - • ir - • (assumed) 

10,000 


t Total istiiimtod ezp^noiUirc on woiks in tho Straits Settlements in 1865-50, 40|000 rnpoos. 
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tiie 'tnf^rmutidn whicl);^t|i6’ '||ffa4x^ Gaveir»n»eat fead' bo^n 
pljr^ / also decliiMd :san^ aa item of IjOO^^lOO 
Haig’s expc^tixiit tb the Upper Coda very. The 
amoxmi ia»^o^ to iliay© )^a apj^licd ft>r» uoder a misapprehension or tbrgctful- 
nesa of tlm imm^ate objects of Lieutenant Haigs deputation, wbicli, besides the 
exccutibit of the srnall works spctnficallj'^ sanctioned on the reconimendation. of 
Major Frederick Cotton, were intended to be liiriitedto exaniinatioii and inquiry, 
as ' the basis of future operati<>os. We are desirous that these preliminary 
objects should be accomplished in a thoroughly etlicicnt manner, and funds 
should be supplied for the purpose. When it shall have been ascertainc'd, after 
complete investigation, what results may be expected from operations ou 
the bed of the river, and what the probable expense of such operations w’ill- 
be, you will then be in a position to decide under the authority we have 
conveyed to you ou the plan which may ^be best adapted for carrying out the 
important object of rendering practicable the navigation of the river. In tlie 
meantime, we approve the tenor of your instructions to the Madras Government. 

28, The projects noted in the margin,* amounting in the aggregate to 12.1 0,242 
rupees, received your sanction, either under the ordinaiy powers ve.sted in you, 
or under the general sanction given by ns to the prosecution of particular works. 
Of the above estimate it was proposed to expend 7,73, oH,5 rupees in tbc year 
ISo.'l-Sd. In this amount is included the <;ost of the I’alar and Adyar Canal, to 
which we gave our sanction in our despatch d.^ted 29lh December (No. 105) 
1854, for which you seem to have aj^proved an additional estimate, and which 
you directed shouM be added to this list of works. The projects enuumrated 
seem likely to promote, in \ arving degret;s, the objects prof/osod ; ami we ap- 
prove the sanction given to tluan. \V'e notice witlt peculiar satisfaction the 
intended improvement of the Inirbours of Coringa and C»)conada, and wo agree 
wdth Mr. Gi'ant in anticipating great benefit from the application of engineering 
skill and experience to this class of works. 

21). The works which, under the rules in force, you necessarily reserved for 
our orders arc estimated to cost in the aggregate 12,11,941 rupees, of which 
7,65,887 rupee.s were to be expended m 1855-5G. They are enumerated in tlic 
margin, t and to all of tlujin we readily give our sanction. 

30. The 
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Ms. 

1,09,930 

62 , 838 . 

84,639 

49,060 

52,083 

34,096 

50,000 

30,743 


38,000 


36,132 

43,637 

2,21,872 


JrTigation and navigation works in ce^niral dolta of tho Godavory 
Bridg'e ovor the Kistna Annicut, at Bt*yw^rsth « - 

Lnjprovemont of Corinj^ti Harbour - , • - - 

Improvemtiiit of Coounada Harbour 

Imp rovonnont of Pal<ii1ir»t ;m<l Trioluuo Rond in Mnlabar, with 
tiridnori and Brunei len 
R^sad frotii C'alioiu Puh'hiit Road 

Gradual jniprovenuuit of roads in (.’onara * - - - 

Bridfro over Panniar River on Sontlioru Coast Road 
Bridgo ovor Hindr<>o Rivor at Karuooi, to connect the town 
and tho cantonments - 

Bridg'u over the Coloroon on the Son thorn Rond (ostimaled 
cost 1,30,000 rupees ; ooutrihutioH from Pagoda Funds, 
92,0 00 rii2K^es 

Repair and strongt honings of Nassarum Aqueduct in Rajali- 
luundjy' - 

Additional sea groins on launch at Madras 
Palar and Adyar Canal 


Ms. 

2 , 00,000 
1,00, OOO 
(>2»«38 
84,630 

35,00it 

35.000 
34,996 

25.000 

20,000 


18,000 

3(1,112 

22,000 

1 , 00,000 


ie,19,24«S 


lU 7,73,585 


Ms. 

2,34,30* 
3 , 17,389 
1 , 22,387 
79,550 
1 , 34,834 
2 , 37,106 
1 , 46,787 
1 , 39,664 
\ ; 

^3-“Se88. 


Canal between 1 ooneo an«l Samulcottii * - - - 

Canal fVem Sumnlcott.a to Cooonada - * - - • 

Jnnetion canal from Mogul fcoor to Cooonada - 
Channel from Roodoonair to Perikeed - - - - - 

Channel fmm Perikoed to Demlaloor - - * . 

Prolongation of canid from Wtiegoor to MasuHpatam 
CiiuiUllrom Kistna Aieinicut to Kumool • 

Kxtenaiori of oanal from Doogoorauscepatain to Kistnapatftm 


Ms. 

1,50,000 

1,17,339 

70,000 

70,559 

80,006 

1 , 00,000 

80,009 

, 89,009 
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30. The projects occurring first, fdui^, fifth, and seyefith in order, ivili forfis; 
a ooQtiunous line of ^vater comniufiication 182 miles In lengthy Iroih 

in the northern part of Hajahmundry> to Inganampaidu, sit miles sbuth of 
Guntoor. This line will constitnte a port^n of the intended “ East OoMt Cana},” 
the formation of which was suggested by a ccanmittee of engineer officers, to 
whom was entrusted, shortly after the amvat of Lord Hams at Madras, the task 
of selecting such public works as might seem most worthy of immediate execu* 
tion in that Presidency. We reserve the expression of our opinion on this 
important subject till it comes before us in a more direct manner ; but, in the 
mean time, we sanction the con-struction of the detached portions connected with 
No. 7 on list, the Kistna and Godavery works, as well as of the extension of the canal* from 
Eoogoorauzepatam to Kistnapatam, which forms part of the same genersd 
design. 

31. The second and third projects, are canals of navigation only, designed to 
connect the coast canal and the other channels in the Godavery delta with 
Coconada; while the prolongation of the Weegoor channel to Masulipatam, 
besides afibrding means of irrigation, will complete the water communicatiou' 
between Masulipatam and Ibrampatam, which we expressed our desire to see 
effected in our public despatch, dated 27 April (28) 1854. From the remarks 
of Lisulenant-colonel Baker it would appear to be doubtful, whether the double 
objects of irrigation and navigation can be effectually ■ secured, to the extent 
hoped for by the Madras Government, in some of the channels : but there seems 
no reason to doubt that the respective works will prove higlily valuable, even if 
Colonel Baker’s views should be verified, and the advantages realized be limited 
to the ]irimary purposes contemplated in their formation. 

32. The proposed expenditure on nevr works already sanctioned, is shown in 
Statement No. 2, to amount to 34,49,705 rupces.t The total amount to be ex- 
pended in 1855-56 on works in list No. 1, being 15,39,474 ru))ees, the whole 
anticipated expendituie of the year on public works, exclusive of repairs, would 
amount to 49,89,1794 The Madras Government believed that the means of 
efiective .superiiitcudeiice would be available for all the works proposed for 
execution, but we trust you will have satisfied yourselves that these anticipations 
have been verified, and that for such a work, for instance, as improving the tidal 
harbour of Coringa, the aid of an officer of ability, and possessing qualifications 
suited to the peculiar character of the w'ork, has been secured, before operations 
are allowed to be actually commenced. You will cause the Government of 
Madras to have a general sketch map, adverted to by the secretary to the 
Government of India m his memorandum of the 7th of May 185^, consfxncted 
without delay, and not less lhau vOpies sent to us as soon as practicable. 

Bombay. 33. The total cost of sanctioned works and new works i'* 1,02,33,555 rupees, 

of which it is proposed to expend in 18 55- 50, 32,30,489 rupees, The new 
works comprised in statement No. 1 of the Bombay ^budget, were fifteen in 
number, and their estimated cost was 18,08,580 rupees. 

34. You thought it neccssju*y to await further information regarding the 
opening out for cart tralfic of the road from Peinth to Baisar, before submitting 
the project for our approval ; and the same course w'as resolved on, with regard 
to the proposed construction of barracks and hospitals, for a regiment of 
European infantry, at Colaba. The scheme proposed by Mr. Frere for . a boat 
canal to avoid a dangerous Yapid on the Indus, near Bukkur, was considmed by 
you too immature for sanction ; you postponed a decision with regard to an 
. rtillery school at Ahmednugger, peh4b>S the settlement of a standa^ design 
for schools generally, and you declined to sanction the grant of 50,000 rupees 
to be used at the discretion of the Commissioner in Sind, in the execution Of 
emergent jiublic works, which was recommended on the ground of the -shot'tnasa 
of the working season in that provihpfS,, uhd . the 4hftauce of the controlling 
authority. We are of opinion that sufficsent ^unds were ahown in Hie corres- 
pondence submitted by the Govemnimat of Bombay, for vesting in the C(finmls- 

\ ' 'i ■ . ' 'sioner 
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t Works in Stntemoiit No; 9; to bo o:9i£pen(led in 34^10,705 

J Total estimated on new wwli# Mndbm Protridenejr 

rupeeu* ' , ■, i''; '■ f'; - 



PvAPER$ EJEJiATINO TO : tJSmA AFFAIIiia 29 

dioneiC in Sindi some special discretion, as |>eg^« expenditure, pn. public works. 
Such , a delegation oiF authority would be by.„iiA meank new as a matter of pfin- 
ciple». as the revenue oflScers, a.t least in the .jJJdadras and Bpinbay Presidencies, 
are at .pirsent authorised to incur expenditure, within specified limits, on works 
of public improvement. We think, therefore, that a similar discretionary power, 
to an. amount suited to the circumstances of the province, might be conferred on 
the Commissioner in Bind, who should, however, he required to submit a half- 
yearly statement of the manner in v\ hijh the power in question may have been 
exercised. . ^ ■ 

35. 'Your' sanction was given to the works enumerated in the'margin,* esti- 
mated to cost in Ih^ aggregate 4,07,472 rupees, of which it was proposed to 
expend 2, 1,461 rupees in the year 1855-56. We approve the sanction given 
to. the expenditure required to complete the road over the Beweh Ghat, and any 
remarks we may have to make on the proceedings in connection with the work 
will be communicated to the Government of Bombay. The proceedings of that 
government with regard to the church at Hyderabad, do not seem to have been 
in accordance with our orders on the subject of clmrch-rbuilding generally, though 
the Government express an intention of seeking contributions from private- 
individuals before finally carrying out the design. It is desirable that a full 
understanding should be come to, as to the sources from which the funds are to 
be provided, before any plan is finally approved by Government ; and our 
orders, limiting the contribution of Government to the cost of a plain substantial 
building, and leaving all additional expense to be defrayed Irom private sources, 
must be constantly acted on. 

3G. The projects to which our sanction is solicited are limited to the con- 
struction of tour bridgc.s on the l*oona and Nassuck Hoad; and a depGt for 
Governnjent timber on the coast near Colaba to be formed on ground to be 
reclaimed irom the sea, for the purpose. 

37. - We sanction the construction of the proposed bridges on the Poona and 
Nassuck Road.f which is a line of great importance, and in which improvements 
have been effected to a considerable extent in recent years. As regards the 
timber depdt, which it is proposed to Ibrrn at a cost of 1,74,074 rupees, the 
information before us, as to the inconvenience which has resulted from the want 
of such a depot, or, as to the advantages of the particular plan recommended for 
supplying the deficiency, is not such as to convince us of the urgency of the 
work. With reference, therefore, to the present great demand for an enlarged 
expenditure on works of undoubted public importance, we desire that the forma- 
tion of tlie proposed dep6t may be suspended till further information on the 
subject has been placed before us. 

38. The intended expenditure on the works comprised yi Statement No. 2, 
amounts to 32,30,482 rupees ; but, in calculating the outlay on new works, 
1 ,66,000 rupees may |)e struck off this sum*, on account of “ Extraordinary 
Kepairs,” which are included in the statement loan aincnnt exceeding 2,00,000 
rupees, of which it is intended to spend about five-sixths in 1855-56. The 
expenditure ,un List 2 would thus be reduced to 30,04,489 rupees ; which, added 
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General Remarkt 


.^lO 

to the amouut in Ust Mo 1, sanctioned by us, and by your (tovemment, makes k 
total sum of 33, (17^3 rupees to be expended on iiew works in tlte Bonobay 
Pn’sidency in 1855*66.* 

3.0. Thu summary given in the margin f shows the total amount of the pro* 
posed expenditure in all the Piesidencles, as stated by ns in the preceding para- 
graphs, which, except as regards the Punjab, is all on account ukf new works. 
We hove not included any sum on account of Pc^u in this summary, on account 
of the omnien expressed by you as to the character of the statements received 
by tlie Conmiissiouer. We observe*, however, that ins the statement <lraWn up 
in the office of your fce<‘retary, of the probable expenditure in 1855-56, the out- 
lay on works in progress in Pegu is assumed at 30,00,637 rujieos, which will 
raise the total amount to 2,40,6-1,331 rupees,!: 

40. This amount differs to a considerable extent from that (2,47,48,2 19 rppops) 
exhibited m the statement of the prospective expenditure on new W'orks in 
1H56-56, which was forward(*d in )our letter. No. 36, of 1855. The discrejiancy 
may in part he accounted for b\ the statement in question, including all the 
sums recommended liy you for our sanction, some of which, either under previ- 
ous orders, or under tho^c contained in this despatch, will have been struck out 
of the budget. We observe, however, that there is included in the statement 
the estimated cost of the enlargement of the opium agency buildings at Clluizee- 
pore, which you stated in your orders on the North-Western Provinces* budget 
to be still under coniidcrafion. and that uinoiig the w'orks stated to be sanctioned 
ill the Stmits Settlements, ihcrc i* apparently inserted the cost of the new 
Coverument house, which was oxprc-sly reserxed bv your orders for the budget 
ot the succeeding year. 1’lie amount of the expenditure said to have been 
rccouiiiiended lor our sanction under the head of the Jbiblic W'orks department 
in the Bombay Presidency, i.s also slatid at a much higher sum than is borne out 
by the budget. With these manifest inaccuracies in the statement which 
have forwarded, we mi I assume that the result at which we have arrived from 
our own examination ol the budgets, .md your proceedings thereon, is substan- 
tially correct. 

41. It was not practicable to observe in the preparation of the budgets which 
wc have now reviewed the orders on the following points, contained in oui' 
despatch, dated 20th December (96) 18,51, on the new arrangement of the Public 
Works department for Madias, and which orders should be made applicable to 
all the Presidencies : 

1st. The assignment of a fixed annual sum within which the expenditure on 
public works shall be confincw 

*2(lly. The submission of a full report by the controlling authorfty in the 
department of Public W orks, of the capabilities and requirements of the territory 
under its care, as to works of public improvement. 

3dly. The calculation of the cost of ordinary and extraordinary repairs of 
public works, a statement of which is to be submitted to the Government of 
India for mformation, each year. 

42. ft will, probably, be some time before a judgment can he formed as to the 
annual sum which should be set apart for public works in each Presidency. 

We 
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We deeire, however, that you report to us your opinion on the eubjeet, when 
sufficient knowledge as to the wants of each division of territory may have been 
acquired. 

43 . We desire that our orders for a report on the works required in each 
Presidency, founded on a comprehensive view of its “ capabilities and require- 
ments,’' may be complied with as soon as practicable. The Bombay Govern- 
ment fornas^ed to you a sketch rajip, containing a system of roads, which tlu* 
chief engineer of that Presidency pro]) 08 ed to make the basis of his iuture 
Operation^, hut this does not in any way meet the object in view. I'he subject 
should be seriously and deliberately considered by the officer at the head of the 
department of Public Works, in consultation with the other departments of the 
adminibtiation. The conclusions to which he may come should be brought 
under, the review of the local go\eiiiineut, on whose responsibility the phm, 
with such modifications as they may deem fit, should finally he submitted to 
you. When such a schenu', embiacma; not only the means of land communica- 
tion, but all other hranthes oi j>\tblic works, shall have been approved, the 
labour ot the several Governmeuts in decKhua: on the works to be recommended 
for execution in each year will be inateiially abridged and sim]>lLficd. 

44. The maps which you have «>rdcrcci to accompany each budget, showing 
the roads in various stages of progiess, and those proposed for execution, will be 
very U6( fuh and will of course be forwartleil to ub. 

45. 'fhere is a point of 'ery con»ideniblc importance connected with two of 
the pi oj eel'. discus.sed in the foregoing i)aragrr«ph<; to whiih we desire to din’ct 
your especial attention, not only with relerenee to the particular w’orks in ipies- 
tion (those of the Great Deccan Road between Mil /aporc and Knmptcc, para. 10), 
aiul the road between Laliorc and Peshawur (para. 18), but to all cases of 
a like character which may present thcmscUes iu any jiart of India. The point 
is thi'', before the introduction of railways imo Iiniia was contemplated, or, in 
otiier instances, before the direction of tlic se^eial lines was determined on, 
ordinary roads were planned, and more or less of jirogress has been made' 
towards their completion. The great and evpcnsive steps of inetalling and 
bridging these roads are now in actual execution, or iu immediate prospect. 
But the courses of some ot these roads, and i-sjieeiaJIy of thosi* above mentioned, 
arc almost identical with the lines which have been selected for railways a means 
of communication far jneferable, tif <*ourso. <'\on to the best ordinary road. In 
all such cases, it should be a matter ot <. ireful < onsiderution, whether, with 
rtferenee to the limited pecuniary rcsouices of your (foiernment for all public 
works. It be cxiicdicnt to expend, to take the examiile of the Lahore and Peshawur 
Road, .«iO large a suin as 4,(K)t)/. per mile, being about lialf the average cost of a 
railway, upon a work, the use and advantage of which amU lx* in a very great 
measure superseded, as soon as the projci ted railway betwee'ii these tvro important 
stations has been completed. As soon, indeed, as that has been done, the want 
of the country will manifestly be not a road, however good, running parallel with 
the railway, but roads of the be*-! descrii'tiou that can be made, running at right 
angles with that great Instrument of personal and commercial intercourse, and 
connecting with its stations all the most important districts on each side of its 
course. 'Ihese considerations would seem to point to the importance in such 
cases of keeping the best object steadily in vicAv, and of husbanding our 
resources, in order to promote it at the earliest dale, and in the most efieetual 
manner. 

4(». As a secondary matter, it may be well to consider, in case it be deemed 
expedient on sufficient grounds to build bridges of any magnitude for an ordinary 
road, in a part of the country which it has been determined to traverse by a 
railway, whether such works might not be constructed at such points and iu 
such a manner as to embrace both the objects in view, to be used for the read 
until rails can be laid over them for the larger and better purpose. 

47. Vi'e observe that you have ordered that the amount,of estimated repaii's 
should be included in (Statement No. 2 of the annual budj^et. It is our wish 
t^t expenditure on new works should be kept entirely distinct from that on 
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works sanctioned and in progress, and on repairs ; and that on repairs should he 
exhibited in a separate statement. 

48. You very properly informed the Oovermnent of Bengal that the works 
included In the budgets should not be arranged according to the circle of super* 
intendence under ^;vhich they Aught fall, but should be classified according to 
their respective characters, so as to exhibit the total proposed expenditure on 
each general class of works. This instruction should be made general, and it 
would be desirable that tlie distinction ordered in para. 30 of our despatch 
No. 96 of 1854, to be made in the accounts of the department between “expen- 
diture in the nature of inv<'stment of capital, and disbursements having no such 
•character,'’ should be observed in making the classification. 

49, We have already noticed the irregularity committed by the Bombay 
Government with regard to the church proposed to bo built at Hyderabad. 
A similar course was pursued in respect to the church at Singapore, at which 
flourishing and lightly-taxed settlement it could least of all be expected that the 
community should b(‘ provided h ith church* accommodation at the expense of 
Government. It s<*em& necessary, in order to guard against such instances of 
disregaid of rules deliberately adopted, that before proposals for the construction 
of chiireiies, or for the execution of other public works, are considered in the 
department of Public Works, the question wbetber the particular works pro- 
posed should be undertaken at all by Government, and how far existing reunla- 
tions may bear on the proposals, should be considered in the dcpailinent to which 
they may •rc«ipectively belong. 

5(i. The question of the manncT in whieli funds are to be provided for the 
expenditure winch we have now sanctioned, and. which we may hcrealter sanction 
on jmblie works included in the annual budgets, does not come before us in this 
department. It is sufficient here to remark, that our attention has recently been 
given to the subject in ihe financial department, and that the instructions con- 
veyed in tlic present despatch are to he regarded as subordinate to the orders as 
to the limitation ot expcl^diture eonvt'yed m our financial despatch, dated 
17 June (No, 48) 1856. 

51. The orders uhi^h you have given, that the annual budgets shall bo for- 
warded to you not latei than the month of .lanuary preceding the commencement 
of the official year to wliieli they relate, will secure the object of enabling you to 
decide on those projects which may be beyond the power of the local fiJovern- 
ment to sanction, and may come witlnu the limits to which you are empowered 
to authorise expenditure on T»'"-t!eclar tvork.s. For those larger works, lu>wevcr, 
on which a reference has to be inuwC to us, the time will be insufficient to allow 
of our orders rcacliing India till some time after the year has commenced. We 
refer for your eoiishlcration the mode in which any inconvenience arising from 
this cause may best be avoided ; and we would observe that it is not, in our 
opinion, ab.tuiutely necessary that all references "with regard to new projects 
should be reserved for the annual budgets, although they will necessarily be 
included in them when presented. In the ease of roads and other works, which 
may fonn part of a general plan or system, the rule may be necessary ; but in 
respect of buildings and other works, complete in themselves, there seems to us 
no objection to proposals being submitted for our orders, in anticipation of the 
budgets, the plans being still entered in Statement No. 1, for the year of 
execution. 

62. We have only, in conclusion, to express our entire approval of the deter- 
mination which you have evinced, in dealing with the budgets of 1855-56, not 
to sanction the prosecution of any work of importance till plans and estimates 
shall have boen framed, and till all the facts which can materially affect the 
question of its expediency shall have been fully ascertained and considered. 
It is mainly from a disregard of this sound prineiple that the department of 
Public Works in the Punjab has been brought into such a state of confusion ; 
and it is only by its future maintenance, and by securing the means of scientific 
supervision for all works in progress, that in the prosecution of public works on 
an extended scale, ^inefficiency of execution and wasteful expenditure can be 
efilectually prevented 
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.03. We lijivc? to reitjark, that the collections are ncctllcssly cncLOulxTed with 
elaborate specifications and inoasurcinents of works, and cahadalioiis ol‘ lahonr 
in (!iihic i'cet of earth, whicli can in no way assist our jud^nicnt iji deridin'^ upon 
the utility of the works proposed, 

VVe are, &c. 

(sif^iied) lt\ 11 Sjfkrs^ 

London, 9 July Js5(>. /i. /), 

&c...Vc; 


Public Works Departnicnt, dated 17 April (No. 8) 1857. 

, Our Oovcriior-tJcncraJ of India in ('oun(*il. 

Para. 1, On the 3d November last we reci^ved the Madras Ibiduet of Public 
Works for 185(!-rj7, refcircd to in yonj- letter, No. 58, of t!ic‘ 9tb Sci>t(‘ml)<'r, 
havin^' ])rcviou8ly, at intervals, duriiii; the preerdin^- seven weeks, received witli 
your letters,^' Nos. 35, dl?, 48, and 5(>, ibe budi]:;ets for the assiLi:iu:d provinces oi 
1 lyd('raba(l, for Peni:;al, Poinbay, and the Nortb-\\'esterji J^rovinces. Tlu‘ biidi^ets 
for tbc Punjaub, Na^porc, tlie Straits St'ttleinents, and Pc'jzu bad not tlieii 
arrived. We were, however, nnwilliiiL;* on that aeconnt lo]i!i:er to withhold our 
inslnulions ]cs])C<-tin:;’ such as had alrt'atly n'ached iis, and wind) we shall luue 
r<wicw lifter uiakinj^ one prefatory rejiiark. 

ti. The budj.'^ets l)efon‘ us pur[)oi‘t to (xhihit, ainono; other partieniars, the 
c\])enditure aulliojisiMl lor llic yi‘ar 185(;-r)7, both on uiuuunpleted \voi‘k> Nunc 
tioTU'd in lormcr vears, and on newly projected works saiidioiKMl ritlua* by tbii 
suk'ordinate <j;(>vernn lents or adiniuislrations, or by yourselves ; and likrwisi* the 
exiiendilure j (HH)]ninended for tlu' year on niwv projects, of In^dter (estimated cohl, 
lor wbieb our sanelioii is re(piisile. Tbe>e bud;i,ets should, conibnuably to pre - 
scribed rule, have b<'en sent to you by the 1st January. The earliest oi the 
budi^ets, bowi'ver, lliat fiu’ the llyclerabar! prv)Yi,nces, is dated 23d hebruary, that 
for honibay on the 27tii Eebriiai*v% and the other three (‘illier in March or Ajuil. 
Not one of those ixeeived caine into our pi)Ssession until ilic middle vd Sej)leinb(>r, 
and some arc still anting, so tiiat. tbc authority which \vt‘ ma} now L;’ive lor 
cxpi'iiditure duriiui; 1850-57 (*amiot jxiSNibly, in .iiosl instances, reach llie oliic-ers 
who should act u])nn it until the yt'ar lor winch the expeiidnure mav I)a\e bun 
autliurised shall ha\e nearly, if not entirely closed. 

3. Tlie (]i>ei'e|)ancv lieiKV rehuiliiie, between actual and aiil horised exjx'ud} 
lure, both lor liie cinTenl, and lor at lea^t oiie future* \(;ar, i*-^ a smalicr ^ vil than 
the delay in the comnu necinent of irnporiani works eoii>e(|ueiit on delawal sanc- 
tion. 4'his delay will he the more ])rotriirU«!, Ijccau'^e, tho\i;L’h wliat is termed 
the “■ workiiia' scasnp ” in India lenihniit(‘s in ihe spniiia, and about the, same tine- 
as the ollicial yt'ar, ii does not ix’eominenee till the autumn, so tliat a I'oad <n' a 
canal jdaniu'd in 1855, and whieli would have hi-en ht^un in September 1855, 
if our sanction liad been i(-cei\ed eaily (‘iiou;^h, may now iiave to hi; (lel.fy(^<k, 
not merely until next April or May, hut until the lolluwun^ Septmuber vjj 
O ctober, 

‘1. \Ve make ^o’eat allowance for the slanic oinimi;s of establislimcnl^ lunvly 
organised, but it is evident tliat unless the dela) alludcdMo c‘an he prevented in 
i'uturc, the hudj^ds in tlieir pn'sead lorm must jieijilrx and mislead not only 
thn. e who seek in them lor finajicial slatistii*s, but also the executive ollicers, 
wlio rci^ard tliein as containin;^ ]>roi;Taiimu:s ol thc ensuing;’ season’s operations. 

5. As rei^ards ourselves more [larticnlarly, it impossible Joi' us, in tiic 
absence of any one hiidf^et, to take a comprehensive view of the jiroposcd expi-n-’ 
ditnre for tin; whole empire; u\\ in case tiie state of the finances should lender 
iaiperalivc the postponement of some of the projected works, to de termine, satis- 
faetorily what {lartieular works in the dillLTent Pjx'sidiricits .■^h(>ulfl h;' delerred. 
You should cari’lully collate the biuljjels of iwery part, ol India helore selecting 

from 
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ii-c)tn them any schcmos for recommendation to us, and you sliould at the same 
lime be careful to furnish us with such a synopsis as that of tlic budgets for 
1S5.5~r)<> w'hich was transmitltd with your letter, No. 3t>, of the 12th October 

(j. With tliis preliminary observation we proceed to examine the budgets 
before us. 

7. The first of the two statements of wliich, agreeably to the form prescribed, 
the Bengal budget consists, contains f exclusively of new projects rejected or 
deferred) nine new projects which have received your sanction, and four which 
are referred for our decision. 

H. Of the niiu' projects sanctioned by you the aggregate estimated cost is 
3,43,1331 rupees, of which 2,93,838 rupees were to be expended in l8.')ti-57.'* 

9. Of the jjrojects submitted for our consideration, the first is for rSmoddling 
and metalling a road, or rather asy.steni of roads, in Cuttack, consisting of three 
branches; 1st. From Rajghuut, on the boundary of Midnaporc, to (iuttack, 131 
miles. 2d. From Cuttack to Force, 5f) miles. 3d. From Cuttack to the 
frontier ol the Madras territorie.s, on the way to Ganjani, 0*0 miles. 

10. The first two branches constitute the “ Pilgrim.s’ Roads ” to Juggurnauf, 
and the third, known as the “ Khoordah Road,’' is a main link in the, communi- 
cation between ('alcutta and Maiiras ; but all three must always have been in a 
very unsatisfactory condition. So tong ago as 1848, the present chief engineer 
described tliom as from 20 to 2!! ieet wide, and as being raised from one to live 
feet above the. adjoining ground, but .is umiictailcd, and liable, for want of stif- 
ficient waterway at the bridges, t«> conlimial breaching from floods. Nolbing 
lias since been done to supply this radical defect, and they have consf‘(|ucntly 
been progressively deteriorating. 

1 1. You now rci " ‘st our .sanction to three esliinatis, amounting respectively 
to 0,41,055 rupee-, 84,451 rupee.-., and 1,00,929 rujiees, for the virtual recon- 
struction of the tf.rce road.s ; the first estimate prcjiared by Mr. Ann.strong, Civil 
F.nginecr, the oilier two by Lieutenant Dixon, Executive Ollicer of the (iultack 
Division. 

12. Mr. Arm.strong’.s estimate relates to the line from Rajghaut to Cuttack, 
of wliich he i.s in charge, and is accompanied by a minute and elaborate rcjiort. 
This stales that the road runs lor the most part through a low, level jilain., 
bounded on one sicie by the sea, and on the othe r by ranges of bills, from wliich, 
during the rains, swollei .vi ■ and torrents di'scend towards the coast. The 
larger rivers are uiibi idged, bin 284 bridges, placed along 131 miles of road, 
ojien a passage to the smaller streams. The bridges, however, consisting generally 
of arclies from two to eight feet wide, afford so inadccjuate an opening that the 
lioofls pi'i iodieally overtop the road, covering it willi several inches of water, and 
making numerous breaches, sometimes a.s uineh as 350 feet long, and IG or 18 feet 
deep. In these cireum.stanccs it. is evident that the jno.st o.sscntial imjirovcnient, 
and that which iiiinst precede all others, is increased waterway ; and for this 
Mr. Armstrong would provide hy altering old bridges and by building new ones, 
.substituting arches of 12, 10, or 20 feet span for those of two. four, or six feet. 

The 
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I'iit' roa'l would next be raised and metalled, for at present its surface exhibits 
chiefly a very tenacious, plastic cluy, cm up into deep furrows during' the 
rains, until wheeled traflic becomes almost impossible, and hardening after- 
ntirds M’ith the same unevenness under the inflnence of the sun and wind. We 
desire here to call your atieiilion to para, d of our letter of lh(> I-llh January 
18.57, wherein we inl'ortned you, that for the repair of roads in this count rv it is 
occasionally the prai-tice of contractors not to bring any nmterial for tnclailiiig, 
but half bum the soil, and then beat it into a ni'acadatniscd road. Wo are 
desirous that an experiment of this description, on a small scale, should he made, 
on the road now referred to. I'lsc estimate for all tliat is proposed, in order to 
make this a lirsl-class road, suitable i‘or tratlic at all seasons, is d,4 1 ,055 rupees, or 
about 5 , 0 ()<> rujiees a mile. The rates, jiienerally, are staled to he moderate, and 
those of masonry low ; hut what may ht‘ regarded as a fact of e.special significance 
is, that the estimate includes a sum equal to one-foiirth of its whole amount, on 
account of what are styled “ anmuil I'cpairs ’’ for I .S55 --5(j, u Inch must, we 
j. resume, have been executed as lempoiary exjx dieuts, even tliuugh no perma- 
jient improvements had been desigiivd. 'I he>e repairs relate jirineipally to 
<lamage oeeasioiied hy Hoods ; and il the average annual cost of such rejiairs 
may lie inferred from the e-'-limatc lor 18.55-5(1, there can he little question us to 
tlio economical advantage of gttling rid ofilie con.stanlly recurring necessity for 
them by au outlay equal to lour times their ammul cost. We accordingly 
sanelion that pari, of the project which relates to the road between Rajghunl ami 
Cuttack. As this road, however, runs through a flat, level j>hiin. we would 
.suggest to you wlietlicr lliis might not be. a good place to try laying down 
tram-rails. The road would still he left perfectly good for all other kinds of 
tralHc, and (Ix^ saving in draught power would be very great. 

13. Our sanction must bo witbiudd, for the ju'esent, from the two otber 
))orfioiis of tlie jirojeet, ciubracing llie road from Cuttack to Pooree, and the 
Klioordali road. ICstimates Ibr rc-inodelling thc^e roads art* liiriii-'lied,'*' but sire 
iiiiaeeoinp'.inied by rejiorts, Isecause, as is stated by Lieutenant Dixon, In- could 
not, without making an in.->j>eelion tour, in eomjiany with laeutcnanl Marrls of 
the Embankment Department, ileeide whc tlier eci tain emiianknients, ]>j' 0 |)o.sod )>v 
tlie former, might not supersede the necessity for renewal of eerlaiii bridge.s, 
proposed hy himself. 7J»e bridges here alluded to are all on the Cuttack and 
I’ooree road, to wliich aloni' Lieutenant Dixon's reason lor not submitting a 
rejioi t could ap))ly ; and with res]»ect to that road, the rcasi>n assi<>)jt.d by bim 
sliouhl have tijually prevented liis submitting an estimate, \i hicii, witii one large 
item left l.dank, i.s not in a slate to receive our .sanction. 

14. Cn the IChoordah road Jiieutenant Dixon soems to have thought that thero 
was notidiig- “ rci] idling any [i.irtieular report;” b.d tJiere is one most important 
point oil winch information is iiidispeiisalile. Upon tins road, accoi'ding to 
Colonel (loodwyri, there are 300 Iniilges, Avhieh it is to be feared are not in 
geiu;ral consti'ue.ted on a belter )iriii<‘i[>le lliau thosi* on the llajghaut and Ciuttaek 
road. If tins he the ca.se, it i" cs.sential to know, iind we direct immediate 
iiujuiry, wlietlicr their defieiene.y in water-way docs not cause similar damage 
fioiu lloods, and whether tlie expeii'^e ol' iK’igliteniiig and metaUing the road, 
while the bridges remain uiiw ideiied, wonhl not be money wor.ie than thrown 
siway, since it is obvious that a loftier einhauknient, whieh did not eHectnally 
resist an iiiuiidution, could servo only to make that inundation more violent and 
disastrous. 

15. The second ]>rojcct upon which our decision is re«)uired is one lor the 
formation of a road, 37 miles long, from .lei'agunge, in the ncighbourliood of 
Aloor.-'hedabad, to Nulhattcc, the iicaie.st .station on the line of tlie J'.ast Indian 
railway; tins sclienic is in partial suiistitution for a tlesign pitwlou-ly ciiti rtaiiied 
of comioeting Cialcutta and IMoorsliedabad hy a diiect road, the iiccessily for 
which is now of course suporsctleil hv the railway. VV’c have already pointed 
out to you, on more than one occasion, how dcsii.ibh' it is, that, simultaneously 
with the railways, lateral roads, which may serve as fciders to them, should be 

constructed ; 

' Esr.ii.i!jlo lor tlio Khoorduh Road, ropec.^ , estimate for the road between Cuttack and 

PtioroD, rup((‘s, 
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constructed ; and the proposed road from Jecagunge to Nalhatty, while serving 
this purpose for a district of extraordinary productiveness, would at the same 
time connect Mcjorshedabad with Calcutta much more effectually than an 
ordinary highway in a direct line between the two cities. 

16. The estimate for the short road proposed amounts to 2,15,772 rupees, or 
about 7,791 per mile ; but this high rate provides for a line with gradients 
and curves adapted to the branch railway, which, it is not doubted, will hereafter 
be constructed, upon it. Although, however, it is obviously expedient in this case 
to adopt such breadth of road and such curves as may afterwards serve for a 
railway, there would seem to be no advantage in making, in the 6rst instance, 
€‘asier gradients than may suffice for a common road. For this reason, the cost 
of earthwork may, as you observe, be reduced, and a reduction of one-fourth 
may also be expected in another item, since the width proposed to be metalled 
may, in your opinion, be safely reduced from 20 feet to 15. We sanction the 
project with such modiheations as are implied in these remarks. 

17. We also accord a qualified sanction to the third estimate referred to us; 
viz., that for constructing a new gaol of masonry at Akyab, at an expense of 
1,56,948 rupees. The former gaol, a thatched wooden building, was burnt down 
in 1 853, and since that time, the prisoners have been hutted in miserable sheds,” 
from which it is absolutely necessary, both for their health and their safe custody, 
to remove them as soon as possible. On this account it is most desirable that 
a new gaol should be built at once ; but the plan, as now proposed, besides being 
probably susceptible of minor modifications, calculated to diminish its cost, is 
also, you inform us, designed on a larger and more elaborate scale than would 
otherwise be necessary, in order to fit it for the reception of “ term convicts,” 
under sentence of the Supreme Courts. These convicts are now transported to 
Akyab ; but you are considering the policy of discontinuing transportatidn for 
terms short of life ; and, in case of its abolition, a gaol for local criminals would 
suffice at Akyab. Feuding a decision on this point, our sanction to the amount 
of the present e6tim:itc as a maximum is solicited, and we accord it in order to 
prevent further delay in providing suitable quarters for prisoners at Akyab. 

18. On the questions of drainage, ventilation, and space, the opinion of the 
Inspector of Prisons for Bengal will necessarily have been called for. 

19. The last of the projects referred to us is for remodelling the opium fac- 
tory at Patna, at an estimated cost of 1 ,34,227 rupees. To this our sanction has 
already been given in a separate despatch. 

20. The total estimated cn«st of the four works thus sanctioned is a maximum 
of 1 1,48,602 rupees, of which it was proposed to expend 5,41,114 rupees in 
1850-57.* The amount to be expended during the same season on works 
already sanctioned, is entered in Statement No 2 of the budget, at 35,99,684 ru- 
])ccs, exclusively of 1,00,000 rupees f subsequently allowed for unforeseen contin- 
gencies. 'I'he aggregate amount, therefore, appropriable during the year to 
])ublic works in Bengal may be stated at 45,34,636 rupees. i 

21. Three 


llottd from Rajj/liant to Cultar-k 
Koiui frorij to Nnlhattpf.' 

(taol at Ak yjiii - - - 

Putnu opium factory - - - 


Total Estimated Amount to he 

( 'osit. |e^pcncled in 1 856-07- 


i 

Jis. 

Rs. 

- - ' 

1 (S,41,6j-> 

3,00,000 

- 

2,15,772 

1,00,000 

- 

1,60,048 

50,000 

- 

1,84,227 

01,114 

lis. 

11,48,602 

5,41,114 


1 Sf'i Goverjrunont Letter, No* 67, dated 18 September lust. 

r 1 Vo posed ejipcnditurr in lbofi'-67, on works sanctioned by Govornment of India 
,, on w’orkft sanctioned by Court - - - 

rr ?• on works previously sunclioned - * - 

Us. 


Rs. 

2 , 08,838 

5,41,114 

30,00,684 


45,34,636 
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21. Three eetiraates entered in the budget for these provinces have received 
your sanction ; one for a n)ad from NuJdroog to Foljapore, amounting to .5,451 
rupees; another for cleaning the fort at Nuldroog for the sum of 2,577 rupees ; 
and a third, amounting to 1,363 rupees, for a new descent of the Foljapore Gh&t. 
A scheme for the construction, at an estimated cost of 63,218 rupees, of a road 
across the Raichore Dooab from llooljce to Hoobkeree, forms part of a larger 
design for a continuous road from Bellary to the sea, and, having been separately 
referred to us, has been sanctioned by us in a separate despatch. The amount 
entered in Statement No. 2, as proposed for expenditure on previously sanctioned 
works, is 40,970 rupees. The entire sum* therefore appropriated to public works 
in the assigued Hydrabad Provinces during the current season, may be stated at 
1,13,579 rupees. 

22. Statement No. 1 of the Budget for the North-Western Provinces com-, 
prises tlaree projects regarding which you have called for further information, 
.sevent which you have sanctioned, and two which are referred to us. 

23. Of the latter, the first is one for a metalled road between Meerut and 
Kurnaul, estimated to cost 5,80,744 rupees. lu your, correspondence in this 
department, both with the subordinate Governments, and with ourselves, you 
have on more than one occasion alluded to the importance of specially regarding 
in all new plans for common roads, the course likely to be selected for railways 
in the same vicinity. This principle would seem however to have been over- 
looked in your recommendation of the road under consideration. The road, when 
completed, would, it is said, shorten the distance between Allyghur and Kurnaul 
by eight miles, and would proportionably facilitate the march of troops to and 
from the Punjaub. But besides that such advantage would be most extravagantly 
jHirchased at an expense of nearly six lacs, it seems clear that whatever might 
otherwise have l)een the utility of the road, it would bo almost entirely deserted 
as soon as the East Indian Railway reached the latitude of Kurnaul. The rail- 
way would then become the line of communication with the Punjaub, and w'he- 
ther a high road between Meerut and Kurnaul were or were not in existence, 
,1 connecting link between Meerut and the nearest point on the railway would be 
indispensable. It was considerations of this kind which (as noticed in a pre- 
ceding paragraph) caused you to reject a proposal for a road from Calcutta to 
Moorshedabad ; and just as in that case it was deemed preferable to inake a 
short line from Moorshedabad to the radway leading from Calcutta ; so in this 
instance should a short road be preferred from Meerut to the railway, which it 
is presumed will pass near Kurnaul. 

24. We 


lis. 
0,451 
2,577 
1,363 
63,21 H 
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Works previously sanetioned ------ 40,070 

lis. 1,13,070 


" Now Works : 

Road from Nuldroog to Foljapore 
(donning fort fit Nuldroog - 
New descent of the Foljapore Ohat 
Road through the Raichore Doub - 


Total Estimated 


Auiount to be 
exproded in JB66-57. 


^ Agra Uiirracks 

Koorkoo Sapper Canton men t 

(The estimates in both these eases are for works already far 
auvaneed, their construction having been unlhorised in 
anticipation,) 

Chief Engineer s odiee at Agra ------ 

Jakoor Carml - 

Muchwa Bridge 

iSaugor and Indore Hoad ------- 
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4,£>I),S)77 

1,38,078 


33, (MH 
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27,43G 
ti 71,079 
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fi, 00,000 
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33,048 

r>(),OUO 

27,430 

41,050 


Exclusive of an advance in anticipation of estimatos on account of the Cawn- 
pore Barracks 


4,22,140 

2,50,000 


Rs. 


0,72,140 


Assigned provinces 
of Hydrabad. 


North-Western 

Provinces. 
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24. We must, therefore, decline to sanction this project. But surveys may at 
once be made for a road frouj Meerut to the most convenient point on the line 
of the future railway. That point would apparently be at or near Delhi, a road 
froin which city to Meerut is a thoroughfare. so greatly used at all times. 

25. The remaining entry in the budget, upon which our decision is needed, 
viz., an estimate amounting to 1,39,322 rupees for metalling and bridging the 
portion of the Agra and Bombay road, between Agra and the Chumbul, is 
sanctioned. 

26. The Slim proposed for expenditure in 1850-57 on the work, just men- 
tioned was 1,00,000 rupees : the amount to be expended within the same period 
on the new works which you have sanctioned was 6,72,140 rujices ; and the 
estimated outlay on works previously sanctioned was 3,33,523 rupees, exclusive 
of the cost of repairs which is not given, and exclusive also of a sum of 1,00,000 
rupees allowed for contingencies. The total amount* applicable to public 
works in the North-West Provinces during 1850-57, may therefore be stated 
at 12,05,663 rupees. 

27. Of the projects entered in Statement No. 1 of the Madras Budget, your 
sanction has been given to thirty-one,t the estimates for which are each under 

one 


♦ On works sanctioned by Court ------ 

On works sanctioned by Supreme Gov eminent - - - 

On works formerly sanciioned - - - - - - - 

Contingencies - 

- 

1,00,000 

6,72,140 

3. . 33.023 

1.00. 000 


ns. 

10,06,663 


f Calingaroycn Channel in Coimbatore • - - . • 

Jmproycirieut of Const Canal between Madras and Ameen 
Covil - - 

'Widening Palicole Canal, and making a Look at Nursapore •r 
Canal from the Tuddry Hiver to Coomptah - - - - 

Raised Causeway and Bridges over the Punungardee Baok* 
water 

Masonry Works on tlio Road between Covoor and the Moodee- 
gunda lUver 

Masonry Works in completion of Trmik Road No. 7 
Bridge over the Vellaur, on Tn No. 8 - 

Additional metalling of Rond belwoiten Oolundoorpot and Ba- 
meaveruin - 

Bridge over the Peniiaiir ------- 

Bridge over the Cuddelum 

Road from Vizagapatam to Palaprety ----- 

Road between Masulipatatn and Ibrahanipatam - - - 

Bridge over the Boogairou ------ 

Bridging the Bollary and Humpsagnr Road - - - 

Bridge over the Coouni, near Duciimbode - - - - 

Road from Clungleput to Teiry - - - - - 

Bund from Trivatoor to the Palaiir Annicut - - - 

Bridge over tlie Palaur at tlie Annicut - - - 

Bridge over the Vallaur on the Sou them Co&.&t Road - 
Road from Trichinopoly to Salem Boundary 
Road from Trichinopoly to join Trunk Road No. 0 
Bridge over the Vignry at Madura - - - - 

Pulkanooth and Nell a Cottah Road - - 

Road from Palamcottah to Tutioorin • - - - 

Bridge over the Ambravaty - . - • . 

Bridging the Guersappa GhCiC Road - • - - 

Buildings for Sappers and Miners at Dowlaiswarum 
New Hospital for European Barracks at Bellary • 
Improvements to Custom-house at Madras . - - 

Civil Audit Office 


Kistnah Annicut Channel from Vellahbapoorum to Tide Water 
Reconstruction of Barracks at Bangalore - - - - 


Ms, 
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J^ropoHurl Ear pend iiurtt 
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one lac of rupees, and to one project involving an outlay of larger amount« but 
not considered to require a special reference to us, as being a necessary develop- 
ment of the Kistnah annicut works, long since sanctioned by us. 

28. You have also, in anticipation of the approval now given, sanctioned a 
project for improving, and adopting for the reception of an European infantry 
regiment, the dragoon barracks at Bangalore. This you did in order to save 
the expense of extensive temporary repairs of the roof, which must have been 
made immediately, unless it had been determined to commence at once on the 
proposed reconstruction of the whole building. 

29. Ten projects enumerated in the margin ** still await our orders, and nine 
of them we readily sanction. The three works of irrigation promise, according • 
to what appear sufficiently cautious calculations, to yield abundant interest on 
their cq^t ; the four roads are designed to complete the important line connecting 
Madras with Calcutta ; and bridges in situations apparently so well selected as 
those over the Pennaur and on the Chittoor and Cuddapah road, are, in many 
parts of the Madras territories, if possible, even more indispensable than roads 
themselves. 

30. The present estimate for married soldiers' quarters at Bangalore is, how-- 
ever, disallowed. It provides for accommodation much beyond what is autho- 
rised in our Military Despatch, No. 187 of .'ith November last, and a new 
estimate must be prepared, adopted to the limitations therein enjoined. 

31. The total amount required for the thirty-three projects to which your 
sanction has been given is estimated at 18,58,793 rupees, of which we may 
assume that 11,10,040 rupees were to be expended in 1850-67. According to 
the same proportion, the year’s expenditure on the nine works sanctioned by us 
would be about 4,2.5,000 rupees, the total amount required to complete them 
being 13,08,611 rupees. The sum entered in Statement No. 2 of the budget, 
as about to be expended during the year on works already sanctioned, is 
37,07,214 rupees, exclusive of 18,64,470 rupees for repairs, and of 1,00,000 
rupees for contingencies, so that the aggregate expenditure f in the Madras 
territories sanctioned for the current year may be stated as 71,96,724 rupees. 

32. In 


^ 1 . Annicut over tlio Tambrapoory - . - - 



Total Ehtimatcd Cost.. 

3,85,00a 

52. Construction of Southern Hig-li Level Channel from the Kistna Annicut 

- 

3,26,100’ 

3. Poiney Annicut Chnnnol ------ 

- 

- 

1,03,283 

4, 5, 0, 7. W orka on Trunk Koad, No. 6 (four estimates) 

- 

- 
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Bridge over the Pennaur ------- 

- 

- 

1,00,333 

9. Masonry Works on the Chittoor and Cuddnpali lload 

- 

- 

1,28,775 

19. Quarters for Married Soldiers at Bangalore - - - 

- 

- 

13,08,611 

00,820 

t On work by Supreme Government 
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BonilMy. 32. In the Bombay Budget, Statement No. I comprises sixteen projects * which 

have been sanctioned by you, and seven upon which our orders are required. 

33. Of these seven, three relate to roads designed to form parts of a continuous 
route from Bcllary to the sea, and have been sanctioned by us in a separate 
despatch. The estimates for them amount to 1,95,042 rupees, of which the 
portion proposed for expenditure daring the current year was 1,17,000 rupees. 

34. Another is for a masonry bridge over the Quoina Riyer at Kurar. The 
estimate amounting to 1,24,170 rupees, replaces a smaller estimate sanctioned 
by us in 1854, amounting to 88,799 rupees, towards which the Punt Prithee 
Nidhee had engaged to contribute 25,000 rupees. The difference between the 

. estimates is occasioned by the adoption of a new and greatly improved design ; 
and it now appears, that the whole cost of the bridge will devolve on the State, 
as the Punt Prithee Nidhee has withdrawn his offer. Nevertheless, you urge 
us very strongly to sanction the project, which we do with satisfaction, Wause 
the bridge will connect the future Kurar and Cbiploon Road with the cotton 
districts lying in the direction of Kolapoor ; and because a toU is to be levied, 
which may help to compensate for what is admitted to be the more than ordinary, 
though apparently unavoidable, costliness of the structure. We cannot let this 
opportunity pass without strongly impressing upon you the advantage of estab- 
lishing cheap and easy communication between all the cotton districts, and the 
nearest or most convenient ports of shipment, or of communication with the 
))rojected railways. 

35. We sanction the project for the construction, at a cost of 1,00,819 rupees, 
of a masonry bridge over the fihogawa River on the Ahmedabad and Gogo road, 
observing that the work is pronounced to lie “ well considered ” and “ econo- 
mically planned.” To leave unbridged a river nearly a mile broad, having no 
regular banks, and ])eriodically overflowing the neighbouring country, which 
becomes a muddy swamp when the water recedes, would be to render com- 
paratively useless the very important route intersected by it. On this bridge, 
too, a toll is to be levied, which “ it is not doubted, will more than repay the cost 
oiconstruction.” 

36. The project for a road from Hydrabad to Kotroe, at an estimated cost of 
1,46,267 rupees, is al&o sanctioned. This work was included as an item in the 
system of roads for Sind, to which a general sanction was given by us in July 
1854. 

37. In your communication to the Bombay Government another project, that 
for a road from Surat to the Saughur River, is mentioned as being about to be 
referred to us, but it is not aiiudilNi io in your letter to ourselves. 

38. Finally, 

Total of atlrntto. iHrop^dF^pcndituro 
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SJied iof Nasniytlfs hammers in Bombay Dockyard 
Amendment of road between Wassind and Kburdee 
Amendment of road betw^een Wassind and Colaettce 



mpm^B EAsit' 



S^ii]? ’/ i' rniwi'i!* ’:^Ai.‘i»''' ■'• '■' 


4 * 




38; Finally, a project for a new graving do<s]|;,/i^;^mbay was left unnoticed 
by you, because it had alre^y been referred to it)ii|i directly by the local govern- 
tnent. You will have learned, however, from ouir mily to that government that 
we wish the subject to be re-submitted to you, in brijer that we may have the aid 
of your opinion in coming to a conclusion regarding it. 


30. The estimates for the six works which we have sanctioned, amount, in the 
aggregate, to 5,66,298 rupees, of which 2,85,000 rupees were to be expended in 
1855-66- The'" year’s expenditure on the works enumerated above, as sanctioned 
■by you, was to be 6,70,047 rupees, and the expenditure on works previously 
sanctioned, and on repairs, exclusive of 1,00,000 rupees for contingencies, is 
entered in Statement No. 2, as 32,06,195 rupees, so that the total expenditure * 
on public works in the Bombay territories, authorised for 1856-57, is 43,51,242 
rupees. 

40. In Recapitulation, the subjoined statement shows the expenditure sanctioned 
for the current year on public works, so far as appears from the budgets under 
review : . 


- 


On Works in 
SUtement No- 1, 
Sanctioned liy 
Oovornment 
of India. 

On Works in 
Statement No. 1 , 
Sanctioned by 
Court. 

On Works in 
Statement No. 2, 
and on Repairs 
and Contingencies. 

TOTAL. 



AW 

jRs. 

Ji6\ 

lijt- 

llongal - - - 

- 

2,93,838 

5,41,114 

30,90,684 

45,34,036 

North-West Provinces - 

- 

0,72,140 

1,00,000 

4,38,523 

12,05,603 

llydrubad Provinces 

• 

9,891 

03,213 

40,070 

1,13,679 

Madras - - • 

- 

11,10,040 

4,25,000 » 

50,01,664 

71,96,724 

Bombay - - - 

- ‘ 

6,70,047 

2,85,000 

M,96,195 

43,51,242 


lis, 

1 

27,55,450 

14,14,332 

1,32,32,050 

1,74,01,844 


41. The sanctions which you have yourselves given in the several instances 
enumerated in the course of this despatch, were, wc observe, declared to be 
subject to the orders prohibiting the commencement of new works j>ending the 
result of your recent reference to us, regarding the state of the public financcs- 
You are now in possession of our rcjdy to that reference, and iu pursuance of 
the views therein expressed, wc attach to our present sanction of new works the 
following proviso. 

42. That the whole year’s expenditure on public works throughout India 
must not exceed the amount applicable to such expenditure, which the or^nary 
revenue of the year will meet, to any greater extent than the crore of ru{>ees 
which you are authorised to procure on loan, for special a]>propriation to public 
works. 

43. While engaged upon the budgets here received, we could not fail to remark 
the defective arrangement of most of tlicm ; and had intended to suggest some 
improvements ; but in your merited praise of the Madras budget, and in your 
recommendation of it as a model for general imitation, you have summed uj) 
and forestalled all we should have thought it necessary to say. 

44. We 


Jis. 

^ On works sanocionod by Court - - - 2,B5,000 

On works by Suproin© Government » - 0,70,047 

On w'orks formerly sanotioned, and on repairs 32,96,195 

Contingencies ------ 1,00,000 


Bs, 43,51,242 
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F 



for 

of the Punjiilf, iJio 
Straits Scttlojiieuts, 
the TenasHcrijri and 
Martaban Provincesj 
and 


Punjab* 


42 


; xi, 



44.^ We may here eypreea li^ recewt modificetiori of tlie 


budget rules, as re{>orted is 
18th September last. 


London, 17 April 1857. 


ii Nos. 4&aiid; 67, {dated 8th August and 


We are, &c. 

(signed) R. D. Mangles, 
F. Currie, 

&;c. &c. 


Public Works Department, 17 April (No. 9) 1857. 

Our Governor-General of India in Council. 

1. SiNCB completing in our despatch No. 8, dated this day, our review of the 
budgets for 18.56-57, of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, the assigned pro- 
vinces ol Hydrabad, Madras, and Bombay, we have received with your letters. 
Nos. ()2 and 63 of the 13th Septenaber, No. 65 of the 16th September, and 
No. 89 of the 3d December, the budget for the Punjab, the Straits Settlements, 
the Tenasserim and Martaban Provinces, and Pegu. 

2. The contents of these documents will form the subject of the present 
supplementary despatch, which we must commence by rcjieating the expression 
of our dissatisfaction on account of the extremely late period at which the 
budget reaches us. There is the more reason for calling your attention to this 
point, because most of the delay takes place at ('alcuila. For example, the 
Punjab budget was completed and laid before the Chief Commissioner on the 
29th December 1855, or within a fortnight of the apipointed day. It was sent 
to you from Lahore, with a letter dated 26th January following ; but tlic letter 
in reply, containing your orders upon it, is not dated until 4lh July \ and two 
months more intervened, j^reviously to the date of the letter communicating 
those orders to us. It is true that no items in the Punjab budget of such 
amount as to require our previous authority have been recommended to us by 
you for sanction ; but similar, and crjually avoidable, though somewhat less pro- 
tracted delay was suH'ered to retard the transmission to us of your recommenda- 
tions regarding the Madras and Bombay budgets. 

3. We proceed to notice the budgets now brought before us in the order in 
which they have been received. 

4. With resfiect to that of th« Punjab w'c have nothing to add to your com- 
ments on its irregularities in form, or on the more serious irregularities thereby 
implied in the executive operti’ ns of the department. The submission of pro- 
jects without plans or estimates still continued, and so did the prosecution of 
works to which only “general sanction” bad been given; but you, very pro- 
perly, have positively forbidden for the future the commencement of any works 
until plans and estimates for them shall have been duly submitted and approved. 
You have also prohibited the suspension of any works in progress, with a view 
to the commencement of others thought to be of more importance ; and, above, 
all, you have insisted that annual expenditure on public works shall not exceed 
the prescribed limit of 60 lacs. A rigid adherence to these rules will go far 
towards preventing the lavish outlay which, in the Punjab, was but too much 
encouraged by the prcvious^abscnce of all systematic check. 

5. The aggregate eventual expenditure sanctioned by you on account of new 
projects is 12,45,050 rupees, of which the portion to be expended within tlio 
current year is 7,32,643* rupees. The estimated cost of most of these projects is 

separately 


Civil Works 
Military M^orks 


I'otal of EatimatcB. 


Expooditure Ncinc- 
tioii(;d during tho . 


1 , 70,020 1 , 70,020 

10 , 74,430 5 , 62,023 


Us. 12 , 45,050 7 , 32,043 
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separsitdy inconsidefoble; bat, in ten instanm,{ln^^ in the ttiarfi:in,* it 
exceeds what any subordinate government is em|Wl;ent to sanction. In one of 
these exceptional oases, that of bew barracltil at Ferozepore, our previous 
approval was requisite, and had been conveyed tO you in paru. 43 of our mili* 
tary despatch, No. 40, of 27tU .\pril 1804. The other projects were within 
your competence, and we have no particular remark to make upon theuj, except 
witit n'gard to their unusual costliness which, in many cases, seems greater than 
can be accounted for by locally high prices of labour and materials. This is, 
indeed, most glaringly exhibited in an item which has been disallowed for the pre- 
sent, viz. “the permanent privies” pro{)osed for European troops at Sealkote, 
at an cxj)ense of 71,191 rupees. These you have ordered to be deferred, “ the 
present temporary arrangements being continued;” but there is similar dispro- 
portion between means and end in several of the items which have been suffered 
to pass, and winch apjiear to furnish additional proofs of the defective sn{)ervi- 
sion .so •often .noticed in the Public Works department in the Punjab. In your 
Secretary’s letter to the Cliief Commissioner regarding the budget, it was .stated 
that you wtri* in doubt, from what you had seen, whether one chief engineer 
can manage properly an expenditure of even 00 laes. We do no! participate 
in the doubt; and it is to he remarked that one such functionary sutliccs, in the 
Madras Presidency, to conduct a still larger annual outlay w ith method and 
economy. 

0. Exclusively of the exji^uditure on new works, you have .uithorised on 
works already in progresss an exjienditurc during the year of 4(),j>4,U4lt riijioes, 
so that the total sanctioned for the current season is 59,39,291 ] rupees, subject 
10 the proviso lhal this sum must he diminished, if, with the addition of the 
demand for cslahlLshinent and contingencies, it should exceed 00 lacs. 

7. In statement No. 1, of the liudgit of the Straits Scltlemonls, arc three pro- 
|ccls to which you have given a prospective sanction, providing in each case for 
sonic modification of the original plan. The first is for a new (jlovernincut 
house at Singapore, estimated to co.st 1,20,000 rupees, reducible to 4.*), 000 
rufices by the employment of convict labour. The present residence of the 
tiovernor, built in 1820 of wood, and thatched with leaves, is represented as 
being searccly safe, and a new one is, no doubt, required ; hut the plan and 
estimate .should have been submitted tor our previous sanction. The expected 
cost IS not (he less beyond the limit within which our authority may he di.spcnscd 

with, 


'Hiird poni of rni tul on the Ikcao aii<l f.uJwrc road 
llniballu riuirrli - 


( Hoiisp, at FrroAcporc - 

Huiifioks for HO men at the (yonvalt 

floHpital n< the saiwf place 

.Jj/iOO HolduTh^ boxes 

2,000 ‘•oldjcfb^ cols 

Wall round Pcfrhawur Cantonment 



Total IlHtiiDaCi. 

A»4f. 

8H,r>08 

Amount 
to Im! vvpemltd 
vxuhin the Yiur. 

Rs. 

8«,0(JH 

- 

4d»000 

15,000 

e - 

28,000 

28,000 

lepimcnts 

c,7:i,y!i-i 

2,00,000 

- 

20,777 

26,777 

20 - 

50,000 

00,000 

- 

4i,280 

41,280 

- 

50,000 

40,000 

- 

00,000 

«30,000 

- 

10,021 

45,021 

• 

11,00,088 

1 

1 


t On civil works 

On military workh - 

. - » . » 

Hi. 

24,70,5.'»t5 

22,3d,(Jb6 



40,01,2*11 

{ On new works 

On works pioviously sunoUoDcd 


12,t.»,000 

10,01,341 


7i\. 

.•>0.^U,3^)1 


StraitK Si ttlemcnts. 


Sc.ss. 2. 


a 



TenaBsenm and 

Martaban 

[Provinces. 
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with, becaade the ambitiip| 
for ill part by conyict liibi^r, 







itesidesi especially upwiliing that aa 


edifice of so much mark as a OhVerhment house should be caaanienced before 
we have had an opportunity of examining the design; and, in the present 
instance, the design should still be sent for our inspection, unless the work be 
already too far advanced to admit of any alteration of plan. 


8. The other new schemes are for an arsenal, and for Commissariat godowns 
at Singapore, estimated at 31,347 rupees and 29,130 rupees respectively. These 
buildings sure shown to be urgently required, but the choice of sites for them has 
necessarily been postponed, pending a decision on a question under discussion in 
the Military department as to the construction of a fort, within which, or within 
reach of whose guns it might be desirable to place all the military buildings at 
Singappre. 

9. The whole estimated expense of the three projects enumerated above is 
1,80,477 rupees, and the proposed expenditure upon them, during the current 
season, 40,000 * rupees. The amount entered in Statement No. 2, for expendi- 
ture during the same period, on works previously sanctioned, is 87,917 rupees ; 
so that the total for the year would be 1,27,91 7t rupees, which, however, would 
appear to be reducible, by the employment of convict labour, to 70,693 rupees. 

10. Of the new projects inserted in the budgets of the Tenasserim and Mar- 
taban provinces, sixj (as specified in the margin) have received your sanction. 
The estimated cost of each of them i.s inconsiderable ; but it may nevertheless be 
remarked, that wharfs, and similar accommodation for local commerce, ought 
not, in general, to be provided at the expense of the State ; their cost should 
more properly be def.ayed from port or local funds, or, if no such funds arc 
immediately available, then by anticipation ol dues, to be subsci^ucntly levied for 
the use of them. I’he new wharf sanctioned at Moulrnein is distinct from a new 
main wharf, an estimate for which, amounting probably to 1 ,20,000 rupees, i.s, 
it seems, to be entered in next year's budget. When this project comes before 
us, we shall he disposed to ask wlicther the Moulrnein port dues can be made to 
suthce lor its execution ; and if not, we shall infer that the- commerce of the place 
is not sufficiently advanced to require so expensive a work. 


11. The expenditure authorised for the year on new works is 7,600 rupees; 
and on Morks previously sanctioned, and repairs, 1,, '>9,025 rupees. The total of 
the year’s expenditure on public works, in the Tenasserim and Martaban pro- 
vinces, may therefore be reckoned at 1,66,625 rupees. 

12. The 




Total of Estimates* | 

1 1 

Expenditure 
wuictioncd 
during the Year, 

* Govern niont House - - - 

Arsenal . • . • . 

Coiiiniissariat Godowns * •< 


Rs. 

1,20,000 

31,347 

29,130 

Jis. • 

10,000 
10,000 
so, 000 


Rjt. 

1,80,477 

1 40,000 


f Od works newly .smictioiiod 
On works proviousl^i^ sanctioned 


I Now wharf at Mouiiiiein - - - 

Recoimtruolinjgf wharf at ditto 
Tuyat at Taory . - - 

Ditto at Morgiii - . , • 

Travellers^ house at Itangoon - * 

iJridgo over Keying Nullah • 


-1 x. 

Its. 

Rs. 

40,000 

87,917 

1,27,917 


Rs. 

. 

2,rj00 

- 

1,300 

- 

600 

- 

1,000 


800 


1,200 


7,800 
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12. ITic extraordinary delay in submitting the budget for P^|tt was occa- Vega. 
sioned by the neglect, on the part of most of the executive officers, of the 
repeated calls made on them by the Commissioner; and, you have fc|it yourselves 
under the necessity of declaring your determination “ to ])unish all executive 
officers in the province who were culpably in arrears with their office work, by 
placing them upon half-staffi allowance until the arrears, whether of accounts or 
plans, and estimates, are cleared off,” 'I'he statements which were at last laid 
before you were, as you pointed out, extremely defective and informal. 

13. Of the new projects entered in this budget, the only ones which appear, 

from the confused and imperfect documents before us, to ham received your 
sanction are the four noted in the margin* (the proposed|®^ings for the 
station of Dalhousie being reserved for a special communicMop). In ^our 
letter, however, you state that you have sanctioned /fv. 1 ,6 1 3. IS^fQr 

expenditujje during the year, on account of works included in Statement No. 1, 

(the diflercnce being, we presume, made up by the various mililary works which 
you had sanctioned at intermediate periods) ; and that the total estimated expen- 
diture during the year, which has received your sanction, inclusive of repairs, is 
8,()8,871 rupees, of which 4,04,431 rupees are for the Tongoop and Prorae 
roads. The imperfection of the statements prevents us from distinguishing with 
sufficient accuracy ne w works from those already sanctioned. 

14. Our despatch, No. 8, dated this day, showed the. expenditure on public 
works sanctioned for the current year in Ifengal, the North-Western Provinces, 
the assigned provinces of llydiabad, Madras, and Pombay, to be 1,74,01,821 
rupees ; viz. : 



0» New Woikii. 

On Workw 

picvioiihly Kiint'tionerl. 

TOTAL, 

I'o which may he added — 

Rs. 

41,09,708 

Us. 

1,32, 02, 050 

//«. 

1 , 74 , 111, «21 

For the Pniijah - - - - - 

12,46,0'iO 

46,04,241 


„ Straits Stdilrrneiils - - - - 

4(),000 

87,017 

1,27,017 

„ TeiiSfiscnm and Murlabun JVovinces - 

7,«00 

1,50,025 

16,l)0,<12.''. 

„ Peg 

- 

- 

8,«H,87I 

Rs. 

1 

54,02,411 

lK,)7,2i{l» 

2,46,04,528 


15. W e arc still without the budgets for Oude and Nagpore, and are there- 
fore still unable to compute the year's expenditure Idr the whole of India, or to 
take that comprehensive view w'ithout which we canuct satisfy ourselves that the 
most judicious distribution has been made of the amount. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Jl. D. Mangles, 

London, 17 April 1857. F. Currie, 

&c. Ac. 


% 


Masonry oook-houscs For llio Natiro Infuniry Kegiinfmt al Heuzada - 
Cuntoninoiit rouds at Rangoon (apparonlly) - - - - - 

(OF which 135,000 rupees to bn expended within the current year.) 
Masonry privies For artillery at ditto - - - - • - 

Temporary gun-shed at Rangoon ------- 

Rs, 


Rn. 

1 , 14,440 

1,000 

;i,587 
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Translation oi a Ltitw from Lord Lake to Dowlut Rao Scindia, dated 16 July 1B0$ - p. 3 

t 


Letter from Mr. Mercer to the Secretary to Government, dated 4 June 1806 
Letter from R. Jenkins, Esq., Acting Resident, D. R. S., to Lord Lake, dated 27 May 
Letter from Lord Lake to Richard Jenkins, Esq., dated 4 June 1805 - 

Letter from Lord Lake to Dowlut Rao Scindia (without date) . . . - 

Letter from Mr. Mercer to the Secretary to Government, dated 6 June 1806 • 

Letter from Mr. Jenkins to Lord Lake, dated 17 June 1806 - - - - - 

Letter from Mr. Jenkins to Lord Lake, dated 20 June 1805 

Letter from the Governor-general in Council to Lord Lake, dated 26 June 1805 
Translation of a Letter from Lord Lake to Dowlut Rao Scindia, dated 18 July 1806 
I.ettcr from the Governor-general in Council to the Secret Committee, dated 00 July 
Letter from the Governor- \veral in Council to Lord Lake, dated 26 July 1806 
Letter from Lord Wellesley to Dowlut Rao Scindia, dated 26 July 1806 
Letter from Mr. Jenkins to Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm, dated 16 August 1806 
Letter from Mr. Jenkins to Colonel Malcolm, dated 16 September 1806 - 
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1806 p. 
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- p. 

1805 p. 
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Traksi^atiok of a LETTER frood Lord Zakc to JDcntibtt Rm Smdia, 

dated 18 July 1805. 

* 

1 waot£ tg your Highness under date the 4th uitimo, and 1 have learnt fVotn 
Mr. JehUtt toat h4 delivered the letter to youc Hi||;hn^i on the 17tli uUtmo. That 
gebtlemaJnTas since written me under date the ist instant, that be had received no . 
answer to any of my letters to your Highness on the subject of his release, and 
that yoyr Highness had, in spite of his strong remonstrances (conveyed through 
your minister, Ramchunder Annah), and of his full otplanation of the Goose< 
quences that would result from his ro/cible detention in your camp, continued to 
reiuse compliance with my demand for his release, though the date fixed in my 
letter of the 5th ultimo for his absolute departure finm your camp bad expired* 

In virtue of the full power vested in me hy bis Excellency the Most noble 
the Governor>genera] in Council, 1 am obliged, by the extraorainary conduct of 
your Highness, to declare, that you have, by your complete d^arture from the 
treaties of peace and defensive alliance, and by your recent gniss violation of 
the law of nations, in forcibly detaining in your camp the Resident of the Bri« 
tish nation, forfeited to yourself and subjects the advantage which you and they 
enjoyed under those engagements ; and 1 consider the British Government to be 
at iibeRy to act towards you in every particular in the mode which a regard for 
its own interests and security may dictate. 

I must hereafter consider die Acting B4Mident, Mr. Jenkins, and all the gentle* 
men and attendants of the British R^idency, as prisoners in your camp, and 1 
have strictly commanded that gentleman to become the medium of no Commu- 
nication whatever that is unconnected with his immediate release and that of his 
family and attendants. It is here necessary to inform your Highness, that I 
must deem the release of the British Residency »nd their safe conduct to my 
camp, or to an English post or garrison, as an indispensable overture to any 
renewal of an amictmle intercourse or negotiation between the two states. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) C\ y. Metcalfe, 

A. G.G.O. 


(True copy.) 


East India House,*! 
22 April 1844. / 


i 


T. L. Peacockt 

Examiner of Indin Correspondence. 


V 

Si# * 2 COJ'IES 



4 


0«}>iES OP iStTERS REtATlNG TO SCtMDIA. 


^ ^ ^ * 

COPIES Lktt&k from J^ord X*fike to Ooimlui Hao ifirndia^ June 4th, 1$05 . 

LcTTisits of Mr. Mercer to the Secretary of the Government at Ct/ktata^ in the 
Secret Department, June 4th, 1805, and June 5th, 1805; LETTJBim from 
hlr. Jfenhiivi to t^ord iMke^ June I7tit and June^Oth, 1805; Lord H'eHeeley 
to fiord f4ttke, June j25th, 1805 ; {iOrd X<7/re to J}owlut JRao Sdndiat Jaly 18th, 
1805 ; l-tord WelUshjf to JOtfwlut iSSorp Sdndia, July 25th, 180«5 ; Mr. Jenkins to 
Colonel Maicolm, August 16th and September 15th, 1805; the Governor- 
general in C'ouncil to Lord 'ZaAe, July 25th, 1805; the C*^ven|o&general in 
Council to the Seci‘et Committee, July 30th, 1805. . 9 


T.,ETTER from Mr. Mercer to the Secretary to Government, * 

dated 4 June 1805. , 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of his Excellency the Most 
noble the Governor-general, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Acting Resident 
with Dowlut Rao Scindia, to his Excellency the Right honourable the Com- 
roander-in-Cliief, dated the 27th ultimo, and a copy of a letter which hi& Lordship 
has this day addressed lo that gentleman, with a copy and translation of its 
enclosures. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp Kero wiee, (signed) Grcemc Mercer^ A, G,G. 

4 June 1805* 


From H. Jenh'ms, Esq., Acting Resident, D. R. S., to Lord Lake^ 

dated 27 May 1805. 

My Lord, 

Since the date of my last despatch, no material alteration has taken place in 
the state of affairs. Serjec Rao Gbautka continues to exercise the functions of 
prime minister, under the prevailing influence of Holkar; but my confidential 
communications with the principal otBcers of the Government tend to impress a 
^lief, that Dowlut Rao Scindia has resolved not to retain that person in the ad- 
ministration, and that Ambajee luglia will be bis successor. 

Ambajee Inglia continues under some restraint, but I understand that he will 
he released either this day or to morrow. Inglia has paid about 30 lacks 
of rupees, which have 8u'‘ the most part divided equally between the 

confederates. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, (signed) JR. Jenkins^ 

27 May 1805. « Acting Resident, D.R.S. 


From Lord Lake to Richard Jenkins^ Esq., dated 4 June 1805. 

Sir, 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 

2. Although the present state of circumstances at Dowlut Rao Scindta*sOurbar 
may appear to indicate a change which may be favourable to E renewal of those 
nriations of friendship which it iS the wish of the British Government to support 
with Dowlut Rao Scindia, yet as these indications ai‘e not sufiSciently strong to 
form the basis of any public proceedings, and it becomes necessary that, to meet 
the event of these changes not taking place, some measures should be 'adopted 
which may serve to bring to a conclusion the late wavering and undignified 
conduct of Dowlut Rao Smndia in regard to the British Residency: 

3. With this View 1 enclose you a letter to hfs Hij^ness, expressing my 
sentiments on this subject, and specifying a period Dcyond which I shall 
consider your remaining in ’His Highness's camp as an evident detantion on 
his part, and rendering him vespcnsible for the consequences of a conduct 
so unjust and unpreced^ted. A copy of this letter is enclosed for your 
infomuAtioU. 

^ 4. Such 
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4. Such a radical change having taken place in the adminiiitmtioa ef the aflfairt 
of Dowlut Rao Sdndia before your receipt of this letter as m^y give yoh a near 
prospect of being enabled to carry on the necessary communications with that chief, 
to the advaott^e of the interests of Government, or your having previously obtained 
JDowlut Rao Scipdia’s permission to quit his camp in consequence of my former 
letters, are the only events wliich occur to me as rendering the delivery of the 
enclosed nnadvisable or unnecessary, and I desire that, in the event of neither of 
these circumstances having occurred, yoq will lote no time in waiting upon 
Dowlut Uao Scindia, and personally presenting to him my letter. 

5. 2[]he radical change above alluded to I should consider to include the dis- 
missitiH of Sqrjee Rao Ghautka from the councils of Doalut Rao, and the eman- 
cipation of the latter from the degrading influence which Holkar at present 
possesses over him. 

^ You will communicate with Major-general Jones on the subject of your 
quitting Scindia's camp, and the means to be used for the purpose of facilitating 
fj^our arrival in the camp of that oilicer. 

I have, &c. 

Camp, Kerowlee, (signed) Lukf. 

4 June 1805. 


LKT'rEll from Loid Itokc to Dowlut Rao Srindia (without date). 

I II AVI, repeatedly written to your Highness on the subject of sending Mr. Jenkins 
and the gentlemen of the Uesideney, with a proper escort, to my camp or to the nearest 
Rritisli station. 1 have been informed by Mr. Jenkins of your Highness having 
received the first letter I a rote to you on this subject, and it is probable you will 
have received a subsequent letter, which I addressed to your Highness on the I2th 
May, to the same purport. Your Highness, however, has not thought proper, either 
to answer this letter, or to comply with the requisition made in it.^ This delay in 
sending Mr. Jenkins and the gentlemen of the Residency to a British camp may 
have arisen from an idea in your Highness's mind that the measures which the 
British Government might think it expedient to adopt, under any eventual state ot 
circumstances, might be retarded by Mr. Jenkins's presence in your ramp, or that 
his remaining might hereafter facilitate any explanations your Highness might 
wish to offer relative to the tenor of your late conduct towards the British Govern- 
ment. It therefore becomes incumoent on me to inform your Uigbiiess, that ac 
Mr. Jenkins has already, in conformity with my orders, made a demand for your 
Highness’s permission to leave your camp without having obtained it, he cannot 
hereafter be considered as a channel through which any fncndly propositions eau 
be made on either side, as it must appear to the whole world that be is detained 
contrary to the wish ot his Government, and to the rules uniformly oKserved 
between nations. Your Highness will, therefore, no longer delay this indispen- 
sable measure of sending Mr, Jenkins and the other gentlemen of the Residence . 
with a proper escort, to the camp of General Jones, who is now stationed at Touk 
Nompoorah. 

Should it be your Highness's wish to erase the unfavourable impressions which 
your late conduct has occasioned of unfriendly intentions towards the British 
G overnment, by opening a free and unreserved communication of your sentiments 
and views, this may be effected by your sending a person of rank and consequence, 
who may be in your confidence, to accompany Mr. Jenkins to my camp; and your 
Highness may i^st assured that every attention shtiU be paid to him, and every 
opportunity afforded him of explaining those circumstances which have occurred 
to disturb the strict union iuid friendship which have subsisted between the two 
states. After communications may have been made os may satisfy me of your 
Highness’s inclination to return to that line of conduct which will conduce 
towards continuing and strengthening the friendship between the Ooveruments, 
a person of high rank and respectability will be sent to wait upon your Highness, 
for the purpose of Anally arranging all points which may have occasioned any 
interruption to the friendship which tiad been esUdll'sbcd. 

If, however, your Highness should (contrary to my confident expectation) persist 
in refusing or evading an immediate compliance with this jupt andnecessary demaud, 
you will mereby become responsible lor all those consequences which tnust result 
from so flagrant a violation of the laws of nations ; and I therefore deem it 
necessary to inform your Highness, that if Mr. Jenkins and the gentlemen of the 
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Resideacy 3 hall not in ten day? after the receipt of this letter be swt troin *yoUr 
llighness’s camp, with a sufficient escort>^loi(rard? the nearest British camp, the 
British Gorernment tnust consider itself ahsoived from any obligation to preserve 
to your Highnea? those advantages afforded to you by the treaty of peace, and will 
feel itself nilly authorised to pursue such niieasurcs as may be dapmed necessary 
for thesupportof its dignity and interests against such lawless proceedings. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) Cr. Mercer, A* G, G. ' 




LETTER from Mr. Mercer to the Secretary to Government, 
dated 5 June 1805. 


Sir, 

I iiAva the honour to enclose a duplicate of my address of yesterday, ana am*, 
directed by his Excellency the Right honourable the Commander-in-chief to sub-^ 
mit, for the consideration of his Eacelleney the Most noble the Governor-general, 
the following observations on the motives which have induced his Lordship to 
adopt the measure of again calling upon Gowlut Rao Scindia to give a safe con- 
duct to the Residency torhc nearest British army, and of endeavouring to convince 
that chief that he can derive no advantage from detaining Mr. Jenkins by the 
evasive and undignified tneaus he has lately used for that purpose. 

2. As Dowlut Rao Scindia has evinced no disposition to alter that line of con- 
duct which originally induced his Lordship to recall Mr. Jenkins, by his letter to 
Scindia of the 28th April, bis Lordship, with the view of preserving a due con- 
sistency in his proceedings, and obviating the bad effects which might have been 
occasioned by his appearing to relinquish a measure which had become more 
expedient from Scindia's subsequent conduct, and the relinquishment of which 
would only have tended to encourage a continuance of the evasions which have 
been employed to waive a compliance with it, has considered it necessary to 
repeat the demand for Mr. Jenkins’s release in a form which must bring Dowlut 
Rao Scindia to some explicit declaration of the views and intentions he has formed 
in adopting that line of conduct. 

8. His lAirdship i$ at the same time fuUy of opiniou that no political advan- 
taG;cs can be derived from Mr. Jenkins remaining in Scindia’s camp. The influ- 
ence which a British Resident would naturally possess in the present apparently 
distracted state of Scindia’s Durbar cannot be exerted by Mr. Jenkins with advan- 
tage, from the circumstances which have occurred to render his situation so 
different from that in which a i«mtative of the Government ought to stand. 
On the contrary, his remaining in Hits situation must tend to create unfavourable 
im|)re.ssion.s of the power or energy of the Government in the minds of the respect- 
able part of Scindia’s Durbar, who are inclined to support the friendly connexion 
botwecu that chief and the British Government, and to diminish the confidence 
with which they might otherwise remind Scindia of the ruin to which an ad- 
herciiru to his present line of conduct must finnily reduce him. 

4. The party of Serjee 'Rao Ghautka and Holkar, his Lordship is of opinion, 
must, on the other band, gain considerable advantages from the detention of the 
Residency, by enabling them to impress Scindia and those who are interested 
to preserve the friendship of the Ciovernment with the chief, that whilst Mr. Jen- 
kins remains with him no effectual measures will be taken by the Government , 
to rescut his ih fraction of the treaty of peace, nor to deprive those l^ifdars of the 
benefits afforded to them by that treaty. 

5. The most direct ^d proper mode which occurred to his Lordship, as calcu- 
lutfd to meet the evasion which Scindia has hitherto ibade use of to detain 
Mr. Jenkins, mi to convince the Durbar of the impolicy of its proceedings, baa 
been to stipblkte a period beyond Which Mr. Jenkinses residence in Scindia’s 
camp mast be considered as owing to hiS bi^qg positively detained by that chief, 
and to declare that this'detention must foHelt the advantages \whieh Scindia and 
his servants derived from the treaty of peaed i Whilst it would fnlly authorise the 

P British Goverament in prosecuting suiHi other means as it might deem expedient 
the security of its dignity and intdrtot against So flagraut a violation of tito 
laws of nation.?. , 

0. Hie period spacdbd has been circulated to admit of his Lordship’s being 
furnished with the Governor-gonerai’s instructions on the measures to be pursura 

in 
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in the event ol’Oovrlnt Ra6 Scindia’e peraibtiiig in bis refusal to give the Keitidcncy a 
safe cuiiiduct to the British army* 

7. Independent of the more e'flTeeti'ie nnasnrca vtbich the Most noble the 
Governor-general will l^edit^ppged to puisne in tbia event, it appears to his l^ord- 
ship advisable that the jagheers granted to the several Siidars in Dowlut B.ao 
ScindWs service by the treaty of peace should be iminediatcly taken charge of by 
the ofBceis of Oovernment. 

I have, &o. 

(signed)^ OVoftne Afe/’cee, A. G. Ci 

Camp, Baroda, o June 1605. 


letter from Mr Jenkins to Lord JakCf dated 17 June 1605. 

• To his Excellency Lord httke. 

^My Lord, 

m^T night 1 had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 4tii 
instant, together with Air. Mercer’s letter of the 6th instant. 

Immediately upon receipt of your Excellcncy*s instiuctions, I signified to the 
Durbar that 1 was anxious to have an early interview with his Highness DoaUit 
Rao Scindia, upon business which did not admit of a moment’s delay. His 
Highness having accordingly appointetl this evening for my attendance, 1 pro- 
ceeded to wait upon the Maharajah, and hud the honour to deliver your Excel- 
lency’s letter. 

After the document had been read and explained to Dowlut Rao Scindia, his 
Highness was pleased to signify that 1 should receive a satisfactory reply on the 
day after to-morrow, and that there was no doubt that every thing wpnld be 
arranged in a manner which would tend to improve and secure the friendship 
subsisting between the tvi o states. 1 replied, that a compliance in every respect 
with the terms of your Excellency’s letter would doubtless tend to a permanent 
establishment of that reciprocal confidence which had formerly subsisted between 
his Highness and the British Government; and after some general conversation 
1 took iny leave. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. JenkiMt 

Camp, near Shahporc, Acting Resident, D. R. B. 

17 June 1805, 9 v.u. 

(A true eopy.) 

(signed) R. Jenkins, 

Acting Resident. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) J. Adam, 

Deputy Secretary to Government. 


LETTER from Mr. Jenkim to Lord Lake, dated 20 June 1805. 

My Lord, 

In my despatch to Mr. Mercer of the 19th instant, I had the honour to men- 
tion that I proposed visiting Dowlut Kao Scindia in the course of the day, for 
the purpose of urging his Highness’s compliance with* the terms of your Excel- 
lency’s letter in reply to my message to the Maharajah on the subject of my 
attendance ; 1 received no satisfactory communication until the night, at which 
lime it was signified to me that either Juswunt Rao Goorpoorah would be sent to 
me, or his Highness would request my presence at the Durbar in the course of the 
IbHowing day. 

Understanding, botSever, that it was the wish of the Durbar to evade all com- 
munication on die subject of my departure, further than the unsatisfactory con- 
ference which had already passed, 1 despatched RadS Pao, the person who acts 
as Mahratta Moonsfaee, with a written message to Dowlut Rao ^cindie, purport- 
ing that three days bed ndw nearly elapsed since I had the honour of presenting 
yeur Excellency’s letter, but that I have received no answer j that your Excel- 
859- . . Ad , 


; forcibly clctftirte4: T>y ^’bis the obtot^^ 

> b^wccn tlie^bitatcft would be‘<coi^deltecl to be nO/lob^r- mamb^ub<>u the 
British Government ; that as your Excellency had e*pli4% stated mat no 

• negotiation could be carried on by ;ihv thiisan^ his Highness cotoJ^ n<rt edneeive 
:^tbat my detention would he conSidemd'as an indication'of his pacific views { that 
' if we desired to be‘ at peace, he would ^nd his’^vaikeeis with me to your Excel- 
iency'acamp. I concluded^ by’requcsting that his Highness would'- appohit a 
' V day within the appointed time dpon. which'' 1 ^should he permitted to depart, in 
order that I mightmiake my arrangements accordingly, ■ ; ^ 

■r To this message, which was read. to'the>^Maharajah in the ^esence of all the 

> ' principal officers .of his Government^’ Dowlut RaoScindia replied; that the letter 
of his Excellency the' Goivemor-^neifa! had -informed him that I was vested 
with powers to transact all matters; which mlated to the intermits of the tito states ; 
thtd biii Highitess^had also recetved>tetter8 to > the same Otfect from G|isnel 

' Close ^- mtd^ that hts Highness could t^fay no means reconcile the tenor osmose 
^ loiter# with tlmt of your Excelleney, which mfi^rmed him that my functions had 
; ^ ceased, and I'must be allowed to ..depart from camp ;.thet^ therefore, his 
^'stHighness would send vakeels <'to your Lordship wl order to ^^ascertain the nature 
of the case ; ^^at with respect to my imihm if. I were not- per- 

■‘^'mitted to quit camp in ten days, the relations 'subsisting between the two states 
would be no fonger binding upon the British ' Government/' such an event 
' would by no means attach' to mty character, nor would Ilie- attributed to me ; and 
that if hostU^ies should ioccifr; I need the’ under no’^apprehension for my own 
safety; as ihC' persons of vakeela' svcie sacred in all situations, either of war or 
peace. • Your Excellency will not fail to observe with indignation, the treache- 
„ rous and unwarrantoble perversion, ,.of the meaning of the Governpr-generars 
, letter,, to ^usidfy^ my ‘ietentioh in camp, and the insolent assertion of a doubt 
relative to the authority of your Excellency's commands. 1 shall again endeavour 
tp. obtain an apdience.of.Dowlut Rao hcindla, to urge the necessity of his com> 
piiance with your Loidiship’s requisition; but .froth the tenor of his Highness's 
„ message,^ as y^ll as firom that of every report, 1 am J^d to conclude that nothing 
less than tha most efi^hnal exertion of the British arms will bring Do wlut Rao 
Scindta to a sense of the infamy and disgrace of his present proceedings. 

: f have, dec. 

(sighed) JR^ JenM/ut, 

V C!hinp> ■ Acting Resident, D. R. S. 


20 Jttne1$a5, '9 


LE'fTER from toe Govdrnor-gi^e^Vto.Gohpcil to I^rd £aite, under date 

i v,; dune-. .1805.,; . ^ ..js. . 

, To his Exceilehcy the liipif l^nburable Lord 

l, T«£ Govemor-genbral in Gcuhi^jdllum'itoen apprlz^ bylJMti Mercer’s lottery, of 
the 4to and 5to instant, to toe Secretly to GdSrertimehtin toe^Eseret Det^tment, 
^ of toe emttsh of mda8dres,adopted.d>y%oiw J^ceBeiK^ for ^effeeting the liberation 
1^,: Jenkins -from toe ifsamp of l^wtatBao Soindih,^ . n 

The; Go^rno]r<g^eial4n toe honour to state to your Excellency 

vhts ei^ito upih'obation cd^toe by your Excellency on thmfocca- 

siem, and of tob tenor of your addreto to^l^owlut jEtao ' Scindta ^of toe instant; 
deittohd^g 4be: of Mr; Jenkins iwitotn tha limited pertod-of ten daya*^ < ^ 

'S;' n ';'tEe/*aeinkl hondition of -affiidtofR' appears '.to^5.the’(Gfdvernoi^generi^'j^^^ 
Council to be ;imces^^ determine die -coufiebf me^ be fraihed ^th 
respect to Dowlut Hap .Beindia under, miefa evpafs nW be formaesi hr 

reasonably sup|K>8ed'.A ^ Tbis detertnh^iph will. neceb^Jy'^n^ 
your LordshipVrefefence on the sabjeet of tbh? ntbashres to be adopted mt;; toe 
event of JDowlut Eti<>4$ctodia’8 refutol . to^ tomply with your dltJmate reqdiaition 
4'or toe rclcase'0'Mr.' Jenbins. >’ I 
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4. Tiie iast^^uctiona which hi^ve beoa ocoeutioiijlUy issued for the r^lftioa of 
your xbcceUency'‘s coaduct With respect to Dowlut Rao Scindia» have aecessaiily 
varied according ta the iaformation which waa receiyed of the views and proceed* 
in^ of that chieftain, hut those instructions have resulted ftom the same uniform 
principles of policy. 

5. 1 he general principle upon which the Govemor-gencrars instructions have 

been founded were, first, to avoid the renewal of hostilities with Dowlut Rao 
Scindia, excepting only under the occurrence of such acts of overt hostility on 
the part of Dowlut Kao Scindia, involving tine honour and security of the British 
Govemment and possessions, as must necessarily place us in a state of war with 
that chieftain; secondly, to maintain the relations of amity and peace with 
Dowlut Kao Scindia, according to the provisions of the treaty of Serjec Ajen- 
gaum, without demanding from Dowlut Kao Scindia or granting to him any con> 
cessions beyond the limits prescribed by that engagement. , 

6. i'he operation of these several principles, however, was necessarily rendered, in 
some degree, subordinate to the obligation of obtaining from Dowlut Kao Scindia 
^Satisfactory atonemmit for the outrages committed by his servants against the 
person of the British Resident on the 27th December 1804 and 2fith Januaiy 
1805. Dowlut Rao Scindia having complied witli the demand of atonement in 
a degree which appeared to the Govemor-gcneral in CTouncil to be satisfactory, 
it became unnecessary to regulate the conduct of the Governor-geneml in Council 
towards him by a reference to the outrages cennmitted by that chieftain's servants 
against the British Resident. 

7. Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scindia’s refusing the reCjuired atonement, the 
cases which were considered as constituting acts which would justiiy and require 
on the part of your Excelleucy the measure of an immediate attack upon that 
chieftain’s forces, aere-~-» 

First. His proceeding with his army to Bhurtpore, according to his declared 
intention, or in any manner passing the line of demarcation prescribed by the 
treaty of iieace. 

Secondly. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s placing his army in a position evidently 
menacing to the British Govemment or its allies. 

Thirdly. Dowlut Rao Setndia’s receiving Jeswunt Kao Holkar or Ameer 
Khan into his camp, and under such circumstances either continuing in 
his actual position or retiring. 

8. The Governor-general’s orders to Mr. Jenkins of the 20th April, autho- 
rizing him, on the ground of Dowlut Rao Semdia’s compliance with the demand of 
atonement, to proceed to the adjustment of all depending questions with that 
cbicftam on the basis of the treaty of peace, although issued subsequently to 
the Govenior-generars instructions to your Excellency, which authorized your 
Excellency to attack the forces of Dowlut Rao Scindia in the cases above 
described, were not of a nature to supersede those instructions; and the same 
observation is applicable to the Governor-general’s subsequent instructions of the 
4th of May, describing the circumstances under which the Bnli^h Govemment 
would be disposed to admit the agency of Dowlut Kao Scindia in efifecting an 
accommodation with Jeswunt Rao llolkar, since the several orders and instruc- 
tions referred exclusively to a state of circumstances which could not be con- 
sidered to involve the indispensable necessity of prosecuting hostility against 
the power of Dowlut Rao Scindia* although the conduct of that chieftain had 
ampiyjnstified an unqualified declaration of war. 

9. The caaes above stated, under the second aqd third heads, may be con- 
sidered to have occulted, Dowlut Rao Scindia having placed his army in a 
position evidently menacing to the British Govemment and its allies, and having 
subsequently leoeived both Jeswunt Rao Hdlkar and Am<^ Khan, and retired 
with those chieftains j and your Excellency acted in strict conformity to the 
intentions of this Government, in advancing with the troops under your Excel- 
lency's personal continand towards the position occupied by Scindjia, near^ Ae 
frontier of our ally the Hiuiah of Gohud. If Scindia had awaited in that pmition 
the approach of your Excellency's army, and had refused to comply with the 
demands which your Exoellettoy was suthoriaed to n.ake, an immediate attack 
upon the united forces of that ebieftatn and Holkar would have been indispen- 
aably necessary for the vindicatimi of the honour and rights ot the British Govera- 

259 . ' B meat; 
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menu circum<>l^ce«( jtixwl ad^n^tt^^ of llie 

re^eathkg armic$, witH prospect of wfoing t!tu»ii^ to actiont yottt |iit9fIl?«»iir5rV 
demands having Jb«eit rejected, that hav<? ^>690 niglily.,njKp<^ 

and in atfict conformity to the intentions of the Govomor-nei^eral in Council. |n 
the event of mt attacH* the British OovOintnpol would hav^ placed in n 
condition of actual war with Dowlut Ran Scindia, and the result of the action 
would have determined the necessity of prosoepting further measures of hostility 
against him^ ^ 

10. Th* immvdiate operations of your EieceHanoy's army, however, being pro* 

eluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Hno retreat, and by the state of 

the season, it became a subject of dolibipration, wbetber tbe conduct pf Dowlut 
Ytao Scindta wap such as to render necessary, on grounds of honour or security, 
the prosecution of hostilities against DoWlut Rao ^cindia, Whose military opera* 
Uons were immediately practu'able ; in other words, whether, under all the cir- 
cunibianoes of the case, it was necessary to consider the Britiali Qovcminent to 
be III a state of actual «rar with Dowlut nao Scindia* The circumstances of 

( ipitation, alarm and disgrace under which the united forces of Dowlut Rao 
.Scindia and jeswuttt Rao llolkar retreated from their position pt Subbulghur, 
the distressed and inefficieht condition of their armies, and the denciency of their 
resoprep^, upjjcared to the Governor-general in Council to preclude that neces- 
sity on any grounds counected with the honopr or security of the British 
Government. 

11. In conformity, therefore, to the general principles stated in tbe hfth 
paragraph of this despatch, the Governor-general in Council resolved to suspend 
the prosecution of bostilittes against the petsaessionb of Dowlut Rao §cindm, unless 
that chief should proceed to such acts ot ditect hostility as would necessarily 
place us in a state of war with him. 

Itl. At the same time, under the circumstances of Dowlut Rao S( India's con- 
duct in uniting b|s forces with thove of tbe enemy, and of the state of restraint 
and distie&s of the British Hestdeucy at hU Highness's court, your Exqolllfncy'v 
resolution to demand from Dowlut Uao bcindia the release of Mi. Jenkins, and 
his safb conduct, with the guittemen of tbe Residency end the cuort, to a British 
station, was perfectly proper, aud the temis lu which your ExreUtruy conveyed 
that demand are entirely approved by the Governor-general in Council. Neither 
the measure ot withdrawing the Biitish Residency, nor the tenor ot your F.xcel- 
IeDCy’'s letters to Dow |ut Kao $cindia, constitutes a declaration of war with that 
Lhicftain, and your Evcellency has very properly avoided a direct menace of war, 
even in the event ot Dowlut Rao Scindia's ultimately refusing to comply with 
your Excellency's demand for the releai»e oi the British Kesidency. The course 
^of proceedii^, therefore, vrhich yoi*r Kxcelleiicy has studiously pursued, leaves 
'the British Government at liberty, ui tbs actual situation of adairs, to adopt either 
a pacific or an hostile system of puiicy with respect to Dowlut Rao Snndia. 

13. After the maturest deliberations upon tlie measures which it is most 
expedient to pursue in tbe present condition of avails, the Governor-general in 
Council has finally resolved to adhere to the gemuMl piiuciples which have 
hillurto legulated our conduct towards Doalut Hao S< India, as described in the 
fifth paragraph of this despatch ; and the Governor-general in Council now pro- 
ceeds to stale to your Excellency the application of those principles to every case 
which it IS at present necossoiy to contemplate. 

14 . Dowlut Rao Scindia may comply with your Excellency's requisition for 
t^e release and «»ate conduct oi Mr. Jenkins and ^hc gentlemeo of the Residency 
tmd the s^cort, and, although united wi^h Rolkari mny refrain from any positive 
acts of hcNitthty against the troops or possessiicuis of tbe British Government or its 
albcs. * ^ 

I A. Ill this c^, according to the prluoiples alr^dy stated, the Govemor- 
geneiwl in Gouncil te resolved to fulfil all the obligations^ of the treaty of peace 
with Dowlut Rw> Scindia, and accordingly, when your Excellency shall have 
leceivcd of the safe arrival p Mr. Jenhtns unu tha gentlemen and 

escort of the Hesid^cy «»>eafel;y at a B|;itisU efatian, your Ehoellency will be 
pleased to s^ignify this letibluition to Dowlui Rao $cindia» ,Yoor BxceUcncy will 
at the same time intimate to Dowlut Rao Scii^lu, that youit, EeeeUeney is dis- 
posed to receive at the head quarters of the British army, any person duly autho- 
ri/bd and eiupowcTid to negotiate on the (>ar( oi his Highness, and to adjust wiRi 

. * ... the 
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thvr p^oti (k^ lAuthorlied an(il (>i!fitK>werecl a)t* «]^Up|(iotis depending bi'twi^en 
BrilisW^oveimmcnt and Dov^lwt Kao Scind Wc basU of tlie treaty of paat'd’il 
Your jjjSSccalieincy wilt further ^tgnify to Dowlut Raio ocindia, that if Ids Utgliuoas 
should prefer the ineaSUi^Si of a convention *hf 'd<?phtlc8, yOur Excellency vviU* 
despatch a person of rank to Hatnpootah, or Wftn^OtW convenient station which 
his Highness tnay indicate^ for the purposO of limiting wn agent on the part pf his 
Highndtl^* and of adjusthig with that agent all depending questions on the basis 
of the thsaty of peace or, dually, that, under pwper assurances from Dowlijt Uao 
Soindia of his disposition to ruchive a British Rosldeht at his> court in a manner 
suitable to the dijgiuty pf his station, your Exdetlency will desiiatch tobls High- 
nOsit's camp an omher of rank, who, in that evextt, vrill be vested with the powen 
and authority of that station, liy credentials IfVom the British Government, and. 
will assdtne the function of Bntish Hesident, and reside in that^cupheity at his 
Highnesses court. * 

16. *The Govemor-geueraVs instructions to Mr. Jonkuis, of the^ 2d of April, 
combined with the Governor general’s fetter to Dowlut Rao Soindia, of the 4th 
of iliat monih, appears to the Governor-general in Council to preclude the neces- 
sity of any additional instructions relative to the adjusthicttt of any cpicstions 
dependiug between the British Government and, Dowlut Rao Setudia. 

17. YoUr Excellency will be plca.sed to consider, us it is to bo the fundamental 
principle of atiy negotiation for the adjustment of depending questions ou the 
basis of the treaty of peace, neither to demand from Howlut tiao Scindia nor to 
concede to that chieftain any point whatsoever beyond the limits of the provisions 
of that treaty. 

18. If Dowlnt Rao Scindia should express a desire to renew the provisions of 
the defensive alliance, your Excellriicy will refer for instructions Upon that 
subject to the authority of the Governor general in Council ; at the same* time your 
Excellency will be pleased to signify to Howlut Rao Scindia, tliat the British 
Govei muent IS di‘*po8ed to renew the defensive engagements which his conduct 
had necessarily suspended, and even to assign to him the portion of the ternturios 
conquered from Jehuunt Rao Holkar, which the British Oovefnment originally 
engaged to assign to him, provided the imnduct of bis Highness shall be consistent 
with the obligations of the defensive alliance. 

IP. Your Jixcellency will of course understand it to be the wish of the (»over- 
not -general in Council, that I aeu tenant-colonel Malcolm should l»c the olGcer 
despatched, either to meet the agent of Howlut Rao .Scindia, or to proceed to that 
chieltain’s court in the capacity of Resident. 

20. Dowlut Kao Scindia may refuse to comply with your Excellency s demand 
foi the release of Mr. Jenkins, abstaining, however, from the commission of any 
violence, or the imposition of any restraint upon him, and merely detAinlng hiip < 
in the manner in which he lias hitherto been detained ; Or, in the expectation Of 
inducing the British (Tovermnent to acquiesce in Mr. Jenkins's continuance, Or to 
suspend cchmcivc measures, Scindia may mantfbst towards the British Residency 
on unusual degree of respect and attention, and maV enable the Residency to 
maintain a due degree of respectability and ciedit within the limits of his cahip, 

21. The Governor-general in Council concurs entirely in opinion’ with'' ycirur 
Exccnciicy, that Mr. Jenkins must not be suffered to continue in the camp of 
i>owlut RaO ScindiO under any circumstances whatever. Tlie British Government, 
therefore, must not be induced, by any change of conduct on the part of Dowlut 
llao Scindia towards the Hritiaii Kesidency, to withdraw the demand for the release 
of Mr. Jenitins, with thO jgenticmen and escort of Residency. In the case 
supposed* however, the GOVCmor.geOeral in Council will deem it kuflicient, in 
the first instance, to adopt a measure of rethliution, By publicly prohibiting 
Dowlut Rao Scisdia's Vakeel at Calcutta from quittiugthat city, and by commu- 

^ nicatiog Ibis profajibitioA to Dowlut Rao Scindia, and by promulgating it in the 
most public mhnoel^at eV^iy court in India. Ff this baessure should not |ndUce ' 
Dowlut Rao Scindiu' to ndekse the British Resident, the Governor-general in 
Council will dkietn it necessdiy'to declare the Susppnrinh of the payment of the 
stipends, a^ of the pevenues ohDhqiepore, Bared and Rajah Kerrah, payabio under 
the treaty dr*pnacfe. |f tMa nteaiitwe, also.Vftef aau^vivntlutltude of trial, should 
prove ineffectual, it Will blls ex|$bdhttit, in the judjj^ent of the Govetoor-generill ifi 
Council, to proceed tho CpercjivU measures of rciierving all the jageers granted by 
treaty of Wee, of kdnibg BMvlut Rao ScinffisS possessions , in Ahmednu^ur, 
and of uttacking Assurghur and Boorhampore, and Scindia s i*everal fortai near the 
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grotnvdil ofi Tcbieh the ttbr^tion of the provislaps of the treaty of peace aw 
contj4eife4 to place the Britiah Oov^ptupeat w, f atiato of war MvitU Dowlat Rao 
Sciadla. ‘The measvw of acolawftg the proyflioaa of the treaty of peace sus- 
pended until. Oowlut Rs# (ihopld ahiMtidon hU connexion with Hotkar 

(eonldTjinMlimtljr iwejfte wte neows^y ro the event of Dowlut Rao 

jSishidht’e iiiabiJUty or 4|i|iKi^Mnhtion to ootoplPimtl* that d<lRwn4< '^tur JSxccl- 
lettOy will probably eqiioi|r ib hpiniion with thOkOoveniprtgtMietj^ in Council that 
the measure of auapendiietf those provisions wiM not be attetfoed with success. 
In th« ^pctlial condition^ of Seindia’a adairsf HiSi pfohably npable to ^ffpet his 
emancipatioa from tpO Oontrol of Qbautkn,«fi^ m his pssocifde Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar ; both Holkar and Mhantka are un(pi»e<n)onably desirous of involving 
Bowlul; Rao Soiindia in a war with the British, Government, and their induence 
m the GOuimUht'nisd^lHdr alcendMcy in the Govefament of Bowlut Rao Scindia; 
would enahlotlthem to prevent his compliance with our demand. The efiect, 
thesedwe, of the proposed menanre of suspending provisions of the treaty of 
^ fiieace »» the tnannor described would he to predlpt]^ a war with Dowlut Rao 
Scindia, and* eonsequently* to cement the confederacy which it is our object to 
dissolve, * . • 

29. It is ohviousthatthe same iniluenceand asoendancy maypreclude the release 
of the British Residency ; hut the Governor^gsnend m Council deems the honour 
and reputation of the British character in Ind^ and, consequently, the secqrity of 
the British Empire, to be involved in supporting our demand for the release qf the 
Residency at the haeard of war, with^t reforamce to the causes wMch may 
preclude Powlut Rao Scindia*s compliance with that demand. The Governor- 
general in Council does not consider the junction pf Holkar and Scindia, uncon- 
nected with their joint prosecution of measures of actual war against the British 
Government or its allies, to involve mmtlar oonslderatioins of honour and Cfourity * 
the Governor-general in Council, therefore, has not judged it expi^ieirlh 
demanding the separation of Dowlut Rao Scindia fVom Jmwuut Rao Rolkar, to 
permit the question of war or pe^e with Dowlut Rao Scindia to depend ui|Kdi 
hiH ability as well as his inclination to overcome the ascendancy a^d mnuejsep 
of the chieftains, who at present control his councils, and who mre interested in 
pieventing his compliance with the demands of the British Government 

30. Fortlifse reasons the Governor-general in Council is decidedly of ophdW, 
that when the British Residency shall have been released, no altet’i|tat|ve is left 
to the British Government but either to adhere to the obligations of tbe treaty of 
peace, or to be prepared for tbe immediate prosecution of hostilities against Dowlnt 
Kao l^india. 

31. While the Britisli Government shall continue to adhere to the obligc^iis 
of the treaty of peace, Dowlut Rao Scindia has an obvious interest in lefrainii^ 
from such a partknpation in the hostile proceedings of Holkar as must nedessi^|y 

g lace him in a state of war with the British powei ; ai^ although Dowlut^ Ram 
cindia may not immediately possess the means of emancipating mmself vn^ fiis 
oonnezion with Holk,ar, he probably has the power of abstaining from a participa- 
tion in tbe war. ^ 

32. No principles of permanency exist in the present extraordinary cumbiina- 
tion of the interests of powlut Rao $cindia and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which has 
been effected thiodgh the agency and ascendancy of Serjw Hao Gtiautka. It Is 
Rotpfobable that th« adherents of Powlut Rao Bciudia will long submit to he tjhe 
instruments of the wild and prodigatc designs pf jeswunt Kao Hqlkar an4 l^crjee 
,Rao Ohaotk<^ or patieptily eudure the difficulties and distress^ to which tW, are 
at present eap^ed. It^nmy ho expected that .PoRlut Rao ikindia himtiei[f may 
soon becopie eansihla pf the disgrace and degradation of his ,,aotu4 condition ; 
and, if he should ratatp qiw latitude of action, may be indueeq, senttipent 

pf pride and mdi^atipp, pi m^ean effectual eRbirt ibr hia emancipation from the 
control of thqie ohteufdns who have abused his <^9denceand usurped hjs pq^en* 
The pacific course of policy frhich the in Council h^ now 


resolved to adopt is cajkipib 
between powlut Rao Seindiji 
33. If Soindia should 


to aemdemte. 


dissointlon of the connhxidn 


gritisb^vernmeni, ei4ersWfyv0r,itt cbUfa^^^^ , , , 

British Government |vi|b ef^f^amtsei he coBmejlbid to,aqo|»‘ the a 
measures of war against Dowlut Rao Scingia; but in the jt^C 
Governor-general in Council, that neemsity is not involv^ld 
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.T«i(\^^llt;Hao Holkar ^^if^lifi: bo to injarioos 

Un, ««(4 Immdous to the security, of the ISrttish <»overn- 


to the t^utetioo; 

iU!pnfo;?a: if io 4ooh^i^i^"^V<^»1W'h^^ haOghtiiichs; ihrocity ,and turbulence 

ofsilolj^f’€ diSjpi^^ ui^erony Oircu^eteuees unhietever, be reconciled to 

. a^i^nd^i^O'of dep^Oi^^ 00ntil;e4* ' It ;4s 'toaotfestly inconsistent with that 

riiiipt^^^fof. thoHrept^i^d of the preservation of whioh 

spwi-^KWnthil bul^dilikiof our polThr*, dr with the principles of pilhUe. ' 
fatt^, dad honour, tO io^er ooncea&ioas to Holkar; and his rejection or acceptance 
oh^lC^deeiMidodioffe^ the present motUent would 

a^ehe'thd'^ ,Tne Governor-general in 

Cooh^li*i^’^di'ofons, d entertain otiy in^edtate^ditpeetation of effecting a 

settleident; dfUh /eswunt 1|ko Hdlfcar. ., |£ however, at any futiire'^.period’ of time 
^ Jeswuht il^.''|ioil(i,or to terms, of peace 

• ^ Council will deem it en^- • 

dieni to ';i^ whadeyer propOfdtions may be made for that 

pumose. on the. part of Holkar ; and while me conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindta 
shall b.e such as to. enable .ps to mam^io !.wkh ;him the of amity and 

peaccxmy tho bask pf thd treaty 'of, ^i^ee/iymi^dmi.^the Governor-general ip 
.Council .'^iil ^impoidervit tq ho tt^iotils toladmU~of Odwlot: 

Rad l^cindia''s adentv in the seltlmnenl lO^.nks tenaO.Of uBcificati^^ Jeswutit 
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f>C ihiiUtaTy opemt^tAs AU^ibst HdUkav l»eyon4 iWextent itecemipy for 
tlu|v oC ot*r po(if)eisajioiw„ «m tlnoae of our «Mli08, «gian»t «ny »ttoiupt *>n 

ihft part of l|5ii|kAr to 'd|i«turH tkew. Tho Arraugf^ti^tv ]|iir«jscnb«d by tbo i»)itrvi»<K 
of tbA Oouucit of the i7l^ of Muy aupone^e the neoci^ 

sity of Any further suggestions upon that subject a| prasent. * t 

$8. Your KAcehenoy will have observed that MfjJfenkiushas tleemedi it proper 
to withhold the Oovemor-i^enerars letters to jChwrWt Bao bcindia ol the 4tU of 
Aprih nontainiug a detailed reply to that eliiesiahfs letter of the 18th of October 
! 804* and of the 23d of Api;il>«180d, OommutitleatiOg to Soindia,the Governor, 
genapl'e acceptance of bis wtter pf apology fov the outrages committed by his 
servanle egainst^the person of the British repinaentative •! his Hfg{iOesa*h Oourt^ 
combiued with nia verbal declarations^ and thowaof bis ministerat as a satisfactory ^ 
atonement for those outrages. Mr< Jenkins haS been induced to withhold those ' 
letters by the consideration that they were respectively prepared under the sup. 
positioMtiilfw a state of oiroumstances which did not hkist at tlie time when Mr. 
Jenkins received those letters* The same consldesations appear to have induced h 
M r. Jenkinti to withhold your Excellency’s letter to Dowlut Bao Sdndia of the 
]2tl» of May. The Governor-general in Council ^nnot approve the conduct of* 
Mr. Jenkins 4n suspending the delivery of those letters. « 

38* The Oovemor^general in Council is espeeially desirous that Dowlut Bao 
Scindia should receive the OovCrnor-general’s reply to his HiglmeSs’s letter of 
the 18ih October* and the Governor-general in Council also deems it of import- 
ance that Dowlut Rtto Scindia should be apprised of the Qovemor.general*a' 
acceptance of the atonement which, he offered. The Govemor-general has there* 
fore directed duplicates of those letters to be transmitted to your Kxoeliency. aUd 
the Governor-general in Council requests that your Excellency will be pleased to 
forward them to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindta, with a latter ftom your Exce}. 
lency, coittaioiug an explanation of the causes which preveuted the delivery of 
the originals of those letters. 

40. If Mr. Jenkins should be in the camp of Dowlut Hao Sclndi«> theGovemur- 
general in Council is not aware of any objection to his agency in the delivery of 
the letters, iiotwithxtanding the suspension of his functiens as the representative 
of the Britibh Government at Dowlut Kao ^cindia’s court, since the delivery of 
the letters may be considered an official act exclusively referable to a period Of 
time antecedent to the suspension of his functions. 

In the event supposed, therefore, your Excellency will be pleased to issue the 
necessary instructions to Mr. Jonkius fpr the delivery of the Governor-gcneialb 
letter to Dowlut Rao Scindia. • 

We have, &CJ - 

(signed) WdktiM. 

Fort William, G. H. Barkm* 

25 June 1805. O. Ut/Uy, ' 


TnAMstAYtoM of a LETTER from Lord Zoke to jDowiat Rad Scitidut^ 

dated 18 July 1805. 

1 waoTx to your Highness under date tlie 4th ultimo, and I have learnt from 
Mr Jenkins that he delivered the letter to your Highness on the 17th ultimo. 
That gentleman has since written me under date the 1st instant* that he had received 
no answer to any of my letters tp ypur Highness on tJiO subject of his release, tndi 
tha^your Highness he4>in spite of his strong immoustrances (conveyed through 
your minister, Rpmebunder Annah), and of his full explanation of the conse- 
qdenoes that would from his forcible deteniinn in your camp* coniinued to 
refuse compliance with n^demabd for his release, thpugb the date fixed in my 
letter o^ftheSib fiar hia absolute departure firom your camp, had expired. 

In virtue of the full pt^pr veatt^ in me by his BndcUoncy the Most noble thei 
OovernoF-geuerai in Coundli I am omtged, by twl bntmordinary conduct of your 
Highness, to ^clare that Vop jhave by your cumpblto departufe ftom the treaKto 
of peace and det^lve anianoe, and oy your recant gross f iolattou of the lata 
of nations* in torcibW detaining in your camp the ResWont of the British nation, 
forfeited to ydniself and sut^ta tlie advantage which you and they hujo^hd 
under those engagatoenta, and t eonsid^thc British Gpyemmaut to be at Uherty 

^ .8 4 to 
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to aet towttrtl* iia *!VBnr particuW ,|l0i ikUa |fltt«!Kje wUi(o’h’'a i^tigBur^ <br lin 
interatite and M^rity ism dictate. , ^ , 

1 muat hereaftiar <ioiuid«r iheActin^ Rwld«iBi*Mr,;enkif», atkd all tha 
and attcfldatits <>r t;l>B ^rjltlaU Residency, tte priscnew in yonj caijap, and 1 liave 
stHctly Ciinntnaiided iluii gentlenian to DCconte the tnediUR} of no <soinmnij[icatl.w 
whatever that *a wnconneeted with his immediate telease, end that of his family 
and attendants. It is here necessary to infojim your Highness, that! must d«nh> 
the release of the British Residency and theh safe conduct to my camp, or to an 
English post or garrison, as an indispensahte overture to any renewal of an 
amrnable intercourse or negotiation hetieeen (he two states. 

(A true translation,) 

(signed) C. 7! Meicalf«, 

A. G. G. O. 
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LETTER from llic Govemor.>general in Council to the Secret Committee, 

dated do July 1805. 

To tlie Honourable the Secret Committee of the Court of Pirectors. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Our despatch of the 15th June to your hunottxable Committee, contamed a 
communication of our latest advices from the oonfederatod armies of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar and Dowlot Rao Sciifdia. The Oovetti>or*gettcral in Council, also, 
transmitted with that despatch a copy of his Excellency the Right lionoorable 
the Commander-in-chief’s instrocttons to lir. Jenkins, the Acting Resident at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scindia, in reply to Mr, Jenkins's communication, of an 
expected change in the administration of that chieftain, and a copy of the Com- 
mander-in-dhiers letter to Powlnt Rao Scindia, dated the 4th June, requiring 
the dismission and safe conduct of Mr. Jenkins, and the gentlemen and escort 
attached to the Restdtmoy, within the period of ten days after Scindia’s receipt of 
that letter. The Governor-general in Council now deems it proper to transmit 
to your honourable Committee a copy dP a letter from Mr. Merucr, the Governor- 
generaEs agent at head quarteiUi dated the 5th June, stating the considerations 
which sug^;ested to the Commander-in-chief the expediency of the measures 
adopted ^ bis Excellency for edeeting the release of the Britbb Residency at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 

2. The Governor-general in Council has already signified to your hononrable 
Committee his entire ^probation of tM tenor of the letter which the Commander- 
in-chief addressed to Dowlut Rao Scindia.^ Ailer the receipt of those despatches, 
the Governor-general in Council dh^tod his ddiberatn attention to the important 
object of determining the conrsc m pwlicy to be pursued by the British Govern- 
ment, not only in the event of Dowlut Rao Scindia refusing or evading com- 
pliance with the Commander-in-chiefs demand for the liberation of the Residency 
within the prescribed period of time, but also under the occurrence of any events 
which could at that time be foreseen or reasonably supposed. 

3. The measure of withdrawing the British Restoency did not necessarily 
place the British Government in a state of war with Dowlut Rao Scindia ; and 
the Commander-in-chief having v&ty properly javoided a direct menace of war, 
even in the event of Dowlut Kao Scinoias refuring or evading a compliance with , 
bis Excellency's demand, the course pf measures puifued by the ^mmander- 
in-chief appeared to the Govemor-gen^rul iU Council to leave the Brittbh 
Government at liberty, in the actual state of circumstanoea, to adopt either a 
pacifiki or an hostile system of policy wRh respect to Dowlut Rao Scindia, 

4. With a view to determine thia important question, the Oovcmor-geueral in 
Council deemed it proper to advert to the general ptincij^ which had regu- . 
Jated the conduct Of this Government ttriverdi Dowlut Rao Scindia, sind to apply 
those princtoles to tlife actual situaRon of aftaim, and to any state of circum- 
stances which might be expected to arisen Those principlen were, ---first, to 
avoid the renewal «tf hcftilitics widi Dowlnt Bao Srindia, excepting only under 
the occurrences of such acts of overt htofflity on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindia, 
involving the honour and security of the British Government and possessions, as 
must necessarily place us in a state of war with that chieftain; secondly, to 
maintain the relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scindia, according to 
the provisions of the »'vafy <^f Serjee AJengaum, without demanding trom 

Dowfut 
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DoWtut ttuo Rc'imlia or grantitig to liUii any cocict*?!iion« beyond tbe hmiU pre- 
scribed by that engagement 

5. The operation of these general principles, hbvrovcr, was* necessarily ren-* 
ddered in some degree subordinate to the obligation of obtaining from Dowlut 
Rao jlcindia a satisfactory alonemonl for the outrages committed by hisi servants 
against the person of the British. Resident on the 27th December 1 804, and 
25th Januaiy 1805. Dowlut Rao Scindia having complied with the demand of 
atonement m a degive which appeared to the Governor-general hi Council to be 
satisfactory, it became unnccessaiy to regulate the conduct of the Goveruor-general 
in Council towards him by any references to the outrages committed by .that 
chieftain's servants against the Hrhish Uesuieiit * 

8. Kxctusively of Dowlut Rao Sciiidia's refusing the icquired atonement, the 
■cases which were cousidciod as constituting acts which would justify aud requiic 
the measure of an immediate atta< k upon that cliicftaui'o forces were, — 

Finst. Ills proceeding with his army to Bliurtpore aciordingto his dcclatcd 
intention, or in any manner passing the Hue of demarcation presciibed by 
the treaty of peace. 

Second. Dowlut Rao Seiudia's placing his army in a position evidently 
iiienacuig to the British Government or its allies. 

Thud Dowlut Kao Siindia’s rcveivuig Jeswuut Rao liolKaror Ameer Khan 
into Ins camp, and under such cticumstances cither eonttniiuig in his 
actual position or retiiiug. 


f 


7. '1 lie casus staled under the second and tliiid heads may be considered to have 
oc( nried, Dowlut Rao Scimlta having placed his army in a position evidently 
menacing to tlie British Government aud its allies; and having subsequently 
received both Jeswuiit iluo Uolkar and Ameer Khan, and ic^red with those 
cinefiuiiis, his Evcelleney the CommUndcr-imchicf acted iii strict conformity 
to the instiuetions of tins governmetiL iu advancing with the troops nuder his 
Excellency's personal coiiiniand towards the position occupied liy Bcuidia, near 
the fiontier of oui ally, the Kanah of Gohud. If Scindia had awaited in that 
position the appiuach of the British army, and had refused to comply with the 
demands winch (he Cornmaiidet-m-ehief was authoii^ed to make, an immediate 
attack upon the united foicc.s of that chicflumaud ilolkar would have been indis- 
pensably uccessury for the vindication of the honour aud rights of the British 
Government, or it circumstances had admitted of the put suit of the reticati^ 
armies with u piospcet of forcing thorn to action, the Coiumander-in-chiefs 
demands having been rejected, that measure would have been highly cxp^'dient, 
and in strict conformity to the intentions of the Governor-general in Council. 

8. In the event of an attack, the British Government would have been placed 
in a condition of actual war with Dowlut Kao Scindia, and the result of the 
action w'ould have determined the necessity of piosceuting further measures pt 
hostility against him. 

9. The immeclidtu opemtions of the British aiiuy, however, being precluded by 
the piccipitatioii ot Dowlut Rao Scindia's letrcat, aud by the slate of the season, 
it be< uine a subject of deliberation whether, under all the circumstances of the 
cahe, it was ncceh&uiy to consider the British Ouvernment to be in a state of 
actual War with Dowlut Rao Scindia. T he circumstances of precipitation, alarm and 
,dii>graLO under which the united forces of Dowlut Kao Scindia and deswunt Rao 
Ilolkar retreated from tlieir position at Subbulgurh, the distressed and inegicient 
condition of tUetr armies, and the deficiency of their resources, appeared to the 
Governor- general in Council to preclude that necessity dn any grounds connected 
with the honour or security of the British Government. 

10. In conformity, therefore, to the general principles stated in tho 
paragraph of this despatch, the Governor-general in Council resolved to suspend 
the prosccuitun of hostilities against the possesstons of Dowlut Rjso Scindia, 
unless that chief should proceed to such acts of direct hostility as would neces- 
sarily place us m a state of war with him. 

1 1. At tlie some time, under the circumstances of Dowlut l^ao Scindia's conduct 
in uniting hts forces with those of the enemy, aud of the state qf rc$tramt and 
distress oi the British Residency at his Highness's court, it appeared to be indis- 
pensably uecessaiv, for the preservation oi the credit and dignity of the British 
Government, to (lemand the release of tbe Residency, and to maintain that 
mand even at the hazard of uar. The GoveriiOi gcneial m Council, however,' 
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adppt ilntevWpdiete inea^ures, which, might induec Xhjwlat HeolScihdik tb cotn- 
. ply with that demacdT I* the event, therefore, of the detention -of the ifleaidency 
. beyond the . time Hinited by the Conimander^m*chief, the Gpvemor>g«^ertiil in, 
Coancit resoled, in the hrst instance, to ^opt a measure of retaliation^ by pah<- ‘ 


jt 111 the most public manner at (pveiy cpurt in India. If, this measure should jiot 
induce po'^lut Rao Scindia.. to ..reie^e the British Residency, the Governor- 
genei^ iti Council resolved to dj^la^,ihe suspension of the payment of the sti- 
pends and ef the retinues of Dhplpp^rey Biuree and Rajah Kerruh, payable under 
.the treaty of peace; and if this ipe^ure,; also, after a sufBcient latitude of trial, 
should prove ihefiectual, the Goye^oivgeneral in Council was. decidedly, of 


opinion that it would be expedient to adopt the coercive measures of resuiping 
ail the jagheers granted by the trei^y of |:^ace, in seking Dpwlut Rao' Scindia’s 
possessions in Ahmednuggur, and nt nttacung Asseerghur and j^orhamppre, and 
3cindia> seve^l forts near the frontier of Guzerat, declaring -at the same time to 
.Scindia, that tRbie possessions jshopld restored when Jenkins, with the 
gentleni^, and escixrtofthe Residency, should have been , released, and should 
have arrivi^ in aafety at a British station. 

,12. With regftrd to the conduct of Dowltit Rao l^indie, cotMsiidered without 
reference to the detention of the Residency, Hhe resolution of the Governor- 
geneipl in Council was regulated as befole, by the general principles stated in the 
'paragraph. , ; ' ' ^ . 

13. ITie Groveratpi-general in Council wa^ decidedly of opinion, that, notwith- 
standing the indisputable justice pf considering Dowlut Rao Scindia’s actual 
connexion with Jeswunt Rao Holkar to be a legitimate ground of war with 
Dowlut Rao Sdtndia, that connexion Was attended with circumstances which 


precluded the necessity, on grtiunds ' either of security or honour, of rendering it a 
cause of war with Bcindk ; and the Governor-general in Council accordingly 
resbived to refrain fronx the prosecution of hostilities against Bowlut Rao Scindia, 
on the ground of his connexion with Holkar; uneombined with acts of positive 
aggression on the part of Bowlut Rao Scindia against the British Government 
dr any of its' allies. This determination apjpeared to the Governor-general in 
Coatioil to preclude the abrogation and even the suspension of any of the obli- 
‘ ^tions of th e ti^ty of peace. 

‘ ' 14. The abrogation of any of the provisions of that treaty, without the mutual 
donsentpf the contracting parties, obviously constitutes a virtual dissolution of 
that ettfi^einent, and both pai^ies bouisequently revert to the condition in which 
they rmatively stood befo¥e »lft#itpne^ion of the treaty of peace. In that event, 
therefore^ the British Govpri^tiM^ woeld be placed in a state of war with Dowlut 
Rho Scindia, although we should refrain from the actual prosecution of military 
operations against mat chieftain. Under the operation of the same principles, 
it" Was evident that the measure of declaring the suspension of any of the pro- 
visions of the treaty of peace until Dowlut Rao Scindia should abandon bis 
connexmn with Holkar would involve the necessity of wtir in the event of 
Dowlut Rub Sdndia’s inability or diisin^inatioh to Comply With that demand. 

15. For these reasons the Governor^gcneral in Council Was decidedly of opinioo, 
that ajpter the British Residency should have limen released, nd ^dtemative was left 
to the British Govermpeht but either td adhere to ail the nhUflktionS of the treaty 
of peace, or to be prepared for the iinkiediate prpi^Ution m 'hostilities against 

Do.wlut Rao Scindia. ' 

iR. It appeapd to the Govemor-g^eral in (|onncil, that while the British 

to adhbto;^ toih|S' bhltjgafiuna^^d^^ peace, 

Ran Scydia-had ‘an fntetost'inf itofraaning firton snolt a participation in the 
hdsj^e:ptoC(^mj|S of Holkar as nitu^ njtoekartiy plactoi him' in a state of war dith 
fhe British ^ that, al^ou|^ Xtoudne Rab Bcindia might not iinimediatidy 

possess the df emaaelpat«i^%h^ with Holkar, hc; 

probaMy b^l' tibe>^ of alwtsinyig'-froto U participatioh.'f ip the war. The^ 
eonsiderattons the delibm^y^ resointioh tof the ''Goveinowgeiieral, in 

Council to adh.dre to'tiietobligatib^^im tiie peace vrithr Dowlut Ftoo 

Scindia, notwithstandmg the conthsuatice of> that chieftotoV cpaneximia with. 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar^ pt^yed IJowkft. Rjto heindm shouM^ ultimately sutitoiid^ 
ti»e person of Mr, Jfe'iMiuSy-'wUh''the^gautimcn-'-i«y,'*toeort-''»tt»clifed"to'ti^ 
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fdencyi and shoald i^fVain; lEirom to^i prosecutbttf p? S|easuw of<w 
. Briti^ G6v£ihiitt;eiit ■••4 ■ ■ 

* 17; On the b^isis^of tlw^ senti^^ and re^w^QSjthe Govetnof-^eral 'm 

; Council iia«ii§»to^jed to the Ri^ht; Itonburahle instouctkjns 

i for the re^latiQti pf. his cbtidnct uhiier the occtttfeiici^'of apy eVebts Which it was 
,1 heceslary to ^htompltito* The Governor-general iti CeiindJ, deeiaing it to be 
suihfieiit to state in the; body of this despatch, the general, principles of policy 
Which h^ve regulated bis conduct with regard to BdWlut Rao ^tndia, refers your 
honourable Committee to the enclosed copy of his instructions to the Commander- 
in-chief, Which were dated the 25th of Jane, fbit. Information relatiye.tb the appli- 
cation of- those, principles to eventual occurrences*' ' You# honourable Committee 
will observe thit tboto instructions also cbinpia|h.itod the declaration of the senti- 
ments and ofdc^i of the Govekior-general in Cpuncil oh the subject of a pacifica- 
tion with Jeaswjbpl' Rbo Holkar. , .With, a view to remedy the errorin Mr. jenktns s 
conduct In .with|!pldiDg ^e (toyemoi’-generaf s tetter to Dowlut Rab SeiUdia, of 
the 4th aiid 22^d" ApHf (to Wh^ our wSpatch to ybar honburabte Committee of 
the 31st of May totprS), the (tovetoot-genemi to' '^iinciJ fhrlherjdefemed it ex^- 
’ dient to trabsifn duplicates of those letters to the Ij^mmander-ihtehief, directing 
hta Bxceltency' to' forward Ihbm, with positive ifimrypidns to Mr; Jenkins for toe 
immediate deliveiT of them to Dowlut Rab Scihdii^ e*platoin|f' the same time 
to his'Higbneiia the Causes which prevented tlie' dbliVery of thfe btigiiml's of- those 
letters; ' ■ '• '• 



18. The Governor-general' now adverts to the proceedings of the "^confederate 
chieftains, according to the advice# received from Mr. Jentihs sirice the date of , 
the latest hitelligehee Which had reached the Governor-general iiV tlbuncil at the 
date of our despatch to your honourable Committee of the 15to'of Jutte. ■ *' : , , 

19. Dowlut Rao Scindia and Jeswunt Rao Holkar cbitoinued to mnv4 
westerly direction towards Ajmere. .The detail of toehr progreiis is described in 

the despatches from Mr. J^enkins to his Exceltepcy the CommanderTin-chief, 31 May. 

which are noted in the margin, and of which, copies are ^nexed to tote despatch. 3 Junt' 

With reference to the observations contained, in Mr. Jenkins’s dtopato.b, to the 7 June. 
Commander-in-chief of tlus 7th of Jnoe, on the suhjact of the dispositibn of the 
petty chiefs of Mindostan and of the Riypopt States, it may be prpimr to. State 
some observations for the notice of your, bopourable Commitito;, their; cbnduct 
mu.st neces.sarily be regulated by the prbgp'ess of events. . None pf ihelto ;Cb|efs 
possesses singly the power of resisting the forces of toe confederates,*) and any 
effectual cotnbination among those chiefs te rendered impracticable by the nature 
of their tenures, by their respective Views aud prejudices, apd the ips’wperable 
operatiou of immemorial usages. and customs- They are toeremre cbmpelted;::|o 
submit to exactions enforced by the vicinity of a superior totce» aitel 
servation and their , interests are copeerned in supporting the cause bf jlbat -poyrer, 
which, engaged in a contest with another state, appears to be and .to 

abstaining from any opposiltion to either of the belligerent powem lyhieh pussies , 
the means of punishing thbir resistance. . , j [■■i 

20. In contracting -alliances with the petty States of Htodostap, tbe, jl^,to8h • 

Government has never entertained the vain expectation of demtog .from theina. 'to^ 
benefits of an .active opptoition to.tlto power of the Mahratta ebiefta^sior even of 
an absolute neutrality, jsxceptipg under circumstaa<^ ..whtoh sboiddVtoab,te^^^ to 
protect them a^injto|h« j^wer, of .the enemy. At theaamettotey;;^^^ 
expected, spnertority ttod suceCsa of toe confederatosjciui atone todde® j |tate8 
to unite toefr exertiond wito tod^^^ enemy m'" acRve 

, British powe#.^. -..-i ^ 

2 {. - In toe .presetojtjedd^', Edition of, the p^bf .pf end 'to 
the actuai.sitnatton pt'toe'll^pbt' States 'efJpdepe^ ^ 

, exists of the.successtof'any endlayoprs on,ihe,.pd!dd^'i^'''jto’p^ to'.'obtein 
, toe CQ-operadoti - of j-flbd**® 'bjiatosi f pbtwittotopidi^.!,' ’ wnic h Jeswiint 

-Rao Holkar ippeato |b- h'ayd^ite^^^ed io.tobir'i^ndbt|%by-.m!e^8 hte . 

- 22. The justice; ofthesbibbaer^ttoo's'i w-itb;,te^pec|jto toa'^tato^ 'bffiyns^r,^-^!?^ ’ - , 

demonstrated by , the itotow^-ct^dWt ipf toat' thw mii^eeed ? . ^ 

'Copy of a detoatch from ;%ientef^ftob!bn^.|i^iid^ ton 'tolto. ; 

■ contointog the.ci^y, of ajtettee, ftotoi toe’ Acting ^ident; af<Jynh|d'P ' 

mander-in-chief, dated the ■ l-Sth;^ June,. :Ybdr honbtorablbfCototoitoto..^ 
observe, that the evasion andtomperisang policy pf the Goutt 
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necessary resiiU of operation; of those principles which are d^j!cribcdls the ' 
preof'<3'infe'parogi^^/4iiithis 4cspaticR:v^.;,V;;^ ^ " y .- 

Sl3i TheWfnrkipji^ wfc is ehter^ipei^ a'lnonff the States of HliKiostan/Vith 
regard to the TOi^uoeid condition of ,.the ;^emy» apd ,the consequent improb^ility : 
of success on ithe part of the confedemt^, in.their endeayottts to effect a combina- 
tion o^ the Sth;tes of Hindustan agaipst the; RriRsh power/ Re inferred froto' 
the ovcrtureh whicii. the Coinroa^d:cy4aic|^|^' has lately rOoeived from the lianai 
of Odeyjpoor (one of the prineipfil Rhipoot States), soliciting the aid of the BrhisH 
power against the confederates, A copy of the aespatch from Lieutenanl-^colOnel v 
Ma1cdlni,^dat6d the IBth of June, ' l-h®' of Odfey- 

pooPs letter ufmn that sul)ject to the '^pnintanderrin-ohief, is enclosed fpr your 
nottourabje Coinniirttee’s information, y The couiTse of policy which -the Ciovernor- .; 
genera! in CouncR^has adopted witli’. regard to Dowlttt >R4o &cind iai, .. having 
necessarily precluded oiir compliance, ijitli t,he solioitatioos of the Rana of Odey- 
poor, the Commander-inHcltief . has instructed to communioate to that chieftain’s 
Vakeel the indispensa'ble necessity, .undpr actual dirComstanceSj of declining the 
proposals of the liatia. A copy of the reply, which, was addressed to Lieutenant- 
colon<^I Malcolm, pnder the. order, of .the Governor-general 'in. Council, is also 
anhexod to this di^pafch. > .. : , 

24. The Ooyeripor-general in Couneih is satisfied that the. tobfederates have 
never entertaiithd the desperate project, of attacking the army under the command 
of Mlsjpr-^peral Jones, as described in the despatch, from ,, Mr./.fenkins, of tlie 
7th ' of; j,Une' ; .tbe. copiplete .. destruction of ' the remnant of their military force 
would, unq*uestipnably, be . the result .off, such an attempt { hot' the prevailing 
report of that project, industriously propagated by Holkar and his partisans,, may 
be considered., io aiford a proof of the . sense i^.tHch the.; confederates entertain of 
the irUpra'cticahility of effecting .any .ciheiept combination of -the States of Hin- 
dost'an a^inst us, jvitliout„ previously restoring, the credit of their arms by some 
decided and importapt success^ 

25. In our desfi^tch. of the 15th June, the.-.Governor-geneial in Council com- 
municated' to your,!- honourable Committee the probability of a material chans? e 
in the, 'admuifsfration of 0owlut Rao Scindi»». Having since received from 
Mr. Jenkins a diespiUch,^ dated the’ lOih, co.ntainjng a detailed statement of the 
cifc'timstances connected ;with that event, together, with an able discussion on the 
subject of the views and disposition of Jf^swunt Rao Holkar and Uowlut Rao 
Scindia, thh JGoyeriior-geneial in Council deems it proper to transmit, enclosed, a 
copy bf ihai.dc«]ba!tch for your honourable Committee’s information. 

. 2)6/ The, Gpyernpr-generai in Council ,aJsa deems it proper to annex to this 
despatch a copy of a letter from (..ieutenant-colpnel Malcolm, dated the 23d of 
June, containing the observftttppsii^;AT h|%. Excellency the Comroandcr-ih-chief, on 
Rie despatch Iroiri Mr. Jenkitjis, yi^htt^the preceding paragraph refers. 

2'7."'Tlie Oov^nor-general in Cpunc*!.. concurs , in many points with the senti- 
ments of .the Cohimander-ih-chiaf, as expressed in that, letter / at the same time, 
the Governor-geperal in Council is. not disposed to abandon the expectation which 
he has been tp entertain respecting , the dissolution of the confederacy, in the 
event of iSerjeel Rao Ghautka’s rempccM from the office of prime minister at the 
court' of Doyrlut Rao Scindia, axid of the appointment of Ambajee, the inclination 
of whose interest inyst necessarily .dispo$e him . to effect the emanetpation of 
Scindia from the contrpl of Holkar,v^4 comrse of pidicy directed to 

the pr^^rvation of amity with the. .Rrimh Government and .cwuapatibie with the 
efildenf operation of the affiant^ jl^ppclpdisd ' 

$18. That degree, of aspi^ndancy Rao Holkar present possesses 

in tl^fe^j^'pcilSj of^ Howl^f |lab^ to^control' ■ the 

meas|gea of l^friintsnratioti^ hai |>e^ es^tdhihed andhitherto maintained 

by jfhe gig or s^jfkh 'RooGEi^^ and ^dfspp$i*l^ibii' have uniformly 

coiA<^iM'"^;!fih’;' tjiof e' df JcsMmnl('Rs^',j^;pi^’y^ . • Any^lwuDpott' and assistande' which ■ 
Holkar iibayAdMyfe.''fi’!4ipThe\.ageu|:y]^,.i^ ,in jitm .preseseution -of designs’' 

^ainst-Mhe: #jti|hr,Goy^Uip'ent\”la|^.^|^^^ inve^ vii^.Uhe:"COrOperBtion of 

Uok-lut Rao Acigilia.i: ^y hi|p bfe expected 

to cesse when tljie, ^cemfeipcy of Sdin have been 

diminished by the of W> restore ^the independence 

of Doiwlut Rao Scindia s goyefiimenh^ #0 provide, Ibr his bwi^ security against 
a repetition Of the (^tortiob|^»d cruel|yl^h|eh, Ambhjee has suffered at the bands- 
oj JesWunt HBo HpIhaV AdmitRng, .therefore, the., appoiatnwuiil; of Amhajee to 
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thi 'executive aduuriistratiori of- Dowlut Rao "Scihdias government , to be an 
arrangement adopted; through the ascendancy bf lioljfeai*; the Governor-general in 
Council is ybt decidedly of bninfeh that, under the bpb^ation of that arrahgeinenl, 

'the couttol of Joswiint R’ao HoHiat ovet the roeasures‘o|'Scinoins administration,, 
and his meads orf directing tlie-power and resohrei^ of Scindi?, to the proven 
t ion of designs hostile to the British Crovemment,;* Will gradually diminish, and , . 

that this expected _ change *ih the cOoiicils of ShlniSia wdf tend to revive the, 
iodueuce of that class of fchieftains in the service of Bowlut Rao Scindia a^e 
adverse to the wild and prodigate views of Jeswu'Ot Rao .Hb.lltair, ajjd are disposed 
to measures of a pacidc aatuid, calculated to relitoi'e the efficiency and incl^pbnd- . 
ence of, the; government of l)6wlut Rap Seihdiai , These exjjjpctations tend to ' 
preclude the necessity of dejiarting from the cohrse 6f policy prescribed by our : . 
instructions to bis EKCellency the Commander-in-chief of the jiSth June. 

29. With a view to explain to your honourable Committee the reference con- , 
tained in the 5tb paragraph of I Jeutenani-eolonel Malcbliu’s, letter, to the fiig|t 
of Moonshec Kavcl Nyne, and to the treatment of Baptiste, the CTpverhor-genetal, 
in Council deems H proper to state to your honourable Committee the following 
circunwstances.’-^JVIoonsheeKavel Nyne liad enjoyed during a long course of years 
tlie entire confidence of Dowlut llao Scindia, and of his ' ptedccessor," and was 
considered to be one Of the most respectable of the officers of his Highness's 
government. Ills detestation of the profligate eharabter of Serjee Rab^Ghautka, 
and his sense of the disgrace and impending tiiin to which the cbnducfof' 

Dowlut Rao Scindia, under the control of Gliautlca and Holkar, had e.\pbs,ed the, .. 
stale of Dowlut Kao, added to the 'apprehension vrlpch be entertained of the 
violence and cruelty of Ghautka and Holkar, induced hJOonshee Ravel Nybe,,to^ ' 
abandon the court of Dowlut Rao Scindia, nnidto retire to Delhi. 'Ihe enclosed 
translation of a letter from' Moonshee Kavel 'Nyne to Lieutenant -colonel ^ 

Malcolm contains an explanation of the motives of Kis rciiVemcnt, arid of his,... 
sentiments with regard to the conduct and vie\v.s of tlie confederates. . 

30. The experience, character and situation of ' Kavel Njme Warrant an 

entire confidence in the ju.stice of his sentiments' and bpini6ti.s, uppii' that 
subject. ' „ ■ ■ , ' 

31. Jean Baptiste has been frequently mentioned ifi our ilekjjsatches' jt6,,your-, , 
howonrablc Committee as an officer in the .service of Dowlut Rao Scindia, point 
manding a corps of regular infantry, with a train of brlillery, ' This bflicei*. joined . . ■ 

the confederate armies about the arid be.ing isusptected of , Sicorig. 

a design to seize the person of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Jean Baptiste was. appre- 
hended by order of Holkar, his cye..s were put out, and his death, which shortly , . 
after ensued, w’as the consequence of that outrage. , t, ' 

32. On the ICth of June, Mr. Jenkins received the Cqinmander-io-eluer.s;, in-. 
strnctions of the 4th of that month, and his Excellency’.® letter of that 'date to 

Dow lut Rao Scindia. These docuriients are referred to in the p^fagra^U , Skorig. 

of our despatch to your honourable Cominittee of the 15ih JnneJ ^ 

> 33. Mr. Jenkins delivered to Dowlut Rao Scindia the Commander-in-ohieri 
letter at an audience appointed by Dowlut Rao Scindia on the 17th, agreeabjy to , 

Mr. Jenkins’s request. Upon that occasion Dowlut Rao Scindia signified to Mr,. , 

Jenkins that a satisfactory reply should be returned within two .days ; .being, dis- 
appointed, however, in his expectation of rkieiving a ^iisfaefory bqmrarinicatiori , 

.ifrom the Durbar, Mr, Jenkins deemed it proper to t^msmit a written to.,;; 

the Durbar, adverting to the delay yrhich had already oCegrred in rieplying to ilie J;., 
demand of the Commandeiviri-ebibf, and intimating that if , hp should, not be 
permitted to withdraw before the expiration of the flm^;limiWd by the Cbmritan* 
der-in-Cbief, his Excelleriey would conclude that "ML Jenkins ' ^as frircibiy -de-^i ,, 
tained, arid .would consider Ih® British Goyemriidnt jtb be, ajlfeolvccl. from the y,; 
obligations of subsisting treati^i; ' Jn reply to tba;|;i(be^^ Eko .^india 

stated, *‘that the letter of bis Excellency the GoV^hlof-k^emt ip^^^ him , 
that Mr. Jenkins was vested with ^wers to tmiifea^f^ll w|jlch related to 

the interests of the two statfes rthat bits Hig!m^ssb‘^#ajisb receive^ letters to the j 
same effect froln tColonul Clloiiej and’ that hif 'H^hne^' could by no in<^hs 
mecoficUe the tenor of thbseletttem widi the leki^l ;rifThfe *C jri^ 
announcingJhc cessation of Mr. Jeriktris'i functlori|,'!^d 'requiring \v 

that, tHet®irii'ri> Highpess vronl^? ^d a Vakeel ’14 Pe ComriyEmdei^Vlb-cb^^^ 
order.to ascertain the naturri of the cUse; that with re^rd to ‘ML ^ 
munieaittori, that if ho were not '*|)ie^itted to .iqult the catri'p iri ten day4 .Ahe ; 
relations subsisting between the tivd states w’ould be no longer binding upon.tbe 
2 $^ ; '-v! ®'.3 '■ " British 
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British Goveminei\i» such an ev^.t would by ..no nioahs attach to Mr., Jfoiihinss 
character, nor would it be attrlbiited to -.Mr, Jenkins 5 and if hostilities sliould 
occur, Mr. Jenkins need hot be undet any amirehensioo for his own; safety, as the, 
persons of Vakeels were sacred in all situations of either war or peace.’’ 

34. Mr. Jenkins’s repoctofhb i^rpceedings, in conseijuence ofthe Comihajidei- 

iui^hiePs' instructions of the '4th of-'^Juiie^ is contained, in his despatches to the 
Comihander^in-*chiefof the dates noted in the margin, copies of which are annexed 
to this despatch 5 a Copy of Lieutenapt^cotenel Malcolm’s letter, 'dated die 13th 
June, containing the Commaudetwinfehier* remarks on the conduct of Dowiut 
'Rad Scindia, as described in Mt Jenkitis’s letter to his Exodleney of the 20th: June, 
is also enclosed for your hoaourabte CeiBBiittee’a^informatiOQ. ■ ' 

35. The Governor-general in Cooncil has now the honour to copunohicate to 

your honourable Committee hw sentiments,? with the st^te of affairs, as deicribed 
in Mr. Jenkins’s despatch of the 20th of June, and the measures and resolutions 
adopted in consej^uence by the Goyermw^general in Council. ; *: 

36. The argument by which Uosirkt Rao Scindia ende^piired to justify his 
evident determination to avoid a compliance with the Gommander-m-c 6 ier.s 

1 demand^ for the release of Mr. Jenkins is destitute of any real force, and Scindia 
^himaelf was probably sensihie of its fallacy. The Goveroor-geheral in Council, 
however, deemed it advisable to deprive Scindia of the; advantage t»f any pretext 
'^for the detention of Mr. Jenkins, by .a disdnet confirmation of the Coramander-in- 
. chiefs demand, under the seal and signature of the Goverrmr-general. It appeared 
^ to theOovernor-general in Council, that if such a requisition, authenticated bv 
the seal atid signature of the Govemor-general,. should also prove unsuecessful, 
it must be inferred, that Scindia' was leither disposed or was in a state to be 
' compelled to'ha’aard the alternative vof war. Whatever latitude, of action .Scindia 
might possess or might be allowed with regard to this particular point, it seemed 
evident; from the general tenor of the advices received since the despatch of our 
instructions' to the Comniander-in-cliief of the 25th June, that tlic power oi 
Dowlttf Rao Seittdia’ was' absorbed in that of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and that 
a speedy dissolution of the connexion between those chieftains could not rea- 
sonably be expected by* the exclusive operation of those causes, on which, 
at the date of those instructions, the Governor-general in Council had been 
induced to found that expectation. It appeared to the Governor. general 
i in Council to be evident, that if Dowlut Rao Scindia was disposed, or would 
be compelled to hazard the renewal of war rather than comply with the demand 
for the dismtssion of the Residency, the speedy prosecution of hostilities on the 
part . of the British ‘ Goveranient was advisable upon every principle of dig- 
nity, security, and even ofeconopiy. It could not be supposed either that Dowlut 
Rao Scindia would refuse compliance with the Goveruor-gcaerars 

demands, without previobsly to detain Mr. Jenkins at the hazard ot 

war, or that after the receipt of the Gov«rfl 6 r*generars letter Scindia could exjpect 
to'decetve us by any further subte'rfugfes ; under actual circumstances, therefore, 
it appear^ to. the Governor-general in Council that great danger must inevitably 
be produced by our abstaining from the prosecutbn of hostilities at the earliest 
practicable period of time, if Scindia should rel’use, or evade a compliance with the 

Governor-general's demand. . -i • j 

■ 37 .' in Conformity to these ■ senlsiiinmts tlie Goveraor-general:' in Council issued 
instructions to the Comiftaader-in-efeief* authorizing and^directit^ bis Excellency 
to be prepared to commence active operations against the coofisderated forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scindia and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, as soort as the season should admit ; 
and to transmit, ' with the* least practicable delay/ ai plMi of ;, operations for the 
eventual prosecution of hostilities io' eyery quarter of Uindostatt and the Deccan. 
Iliie' Governor-general' in Council, boWever, at the same time signified to the 
CWmander-in-;ciiiefi that no act of hostility must be committed against Scindia 
without further instructions from the Governor-general. At the same time the 
Goverooir^generaf in Council judged’ it proper to authorize the Commander-in- 
chief; at w|»tever tilif# his Exo^lrnky ^ to make any for- 

ward moventont of the froops in Hindoston, either with a view to the protection of 
our possessions, or to..lhe. attainment of a final settlement ot affairs with Scindia and 
Holkar in that quarter. . . , , . v 

38. The OoverUbr-gqneml, in bib} to Dowlut Rao. Scip^^ to wmch 
these instructions referred? after adveitipgto thear^ment by which Dowlut Rao 
Scindia endeavoured to evade compliance with the Commander-in-chief s 
demand for the release of Mr. Jenkins, and exposing the fallacy of that argu- 

i ' ment, 
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nbent, confirmed, in express terras, tho Commander-in-chief s demand ; end signi- 
fied his expectation that,' within the space of 14 days, after Dowlot Rao Sejndia’s 
■ receipt 6 f the Govemor-generaFs letter, his Highness .would permit Mr. Jenkins, 
the gentlemen and escort of the Residency, to de'part .from bis Highness’s camp, 
and would afibrd them safe conduct to the nearest British station. 

39. The Governor-general further intimated to Dowlut Rao Scindia,' that he 
would never recede from that demand ; and that after the expiration of the term 

^ limited for the dismission of Mr. Jenkins, neither his Excellency the Commander- 
in-chief, nor the Governor-general, could receive from his Highness any commu- 
nication which he might desire to ifiake through Mr. jfenkins, nor could Mr. 
Jenkins be authorized' to transact any official business with Dowlot Kao Scindia, 
or with his ministers. * 

40. The Governor-general at the same time observed, that his Highness’s re-‘ 
sponsibility for the safety of Mr. Jenkins, and of every person atta^ed lo the 
Residency, from injury or inSult, would not be diihinished by the suspension of 
Mr. Jenkins’s functions as the representative of the Brkish Government at Dowlut 
Rao Scindia’s court. 

41. The Governor-general further observed, that Dewlut Rao Scindia’s de- 
tention of Mr. Jenkins, after his Highness’s receipt of the Governor-general’s 
ktter, fer from tending to the accomplishment of any object connected with the 
interests of his Highness, was an act caloulated to preclude every advantage 
derivable from the pr^ervation of amity and concord between the two states. 
The Governor-genera) also adverted to the intimation which Dowlut Kao Scindia 
had j^eived from the Commander-in-chief, that after the arrival of Mr. .Tenkins, 

' and tnii' gentlemen and escort attached to the Residency, under safe conduct at a 
British -station, the Commander-in-chief would be prepared to receive any confi- 
dential agent whom his Highness might think proper to despatch fer the purpose 
of communicating on points connected with the welfare and amity of both states, 
and that at a proper season an officer of rank would be despatched to his High- 
ness s court in the capacity of representative of the British Government. In 
this letter, also, the Governor-general distinctly explained to Dowlut Rao Scindia 
the extent of the powers vested in the Commander-in-chief. 

42. The Governor-general then proceeded to advert .to the letters which his 
Excellency had addressed to Dowlut Rao Scindia, under dates the *'‘4th and 22d 
of April, observing that the extraordinary -and unfavourable state of affairs at his 
Highness’s court had necessarily prevented the delivery of those letters, and inti- 
mating tlmt those letters would now be delivered ; that the perusal of them would 
remove all error and misconstruction with regard to the intention of the British 
Government ; but that if any point should appear to his Highness to require 
explanation, his Highness must refer to Lord Lake, who had full authority to state 
the Governor- general’s sentiments to his Highness. The Governor-general con- 
cluded by declaring his determination to maintain the treaty of peace without 
alteration, and neither to advance any demand, nor to grant any concession incon- 
sistent with that engagement ; and by expressing a hope that his Highness was 
disposed to respect the . allies and territories of the Company,, and not'Only 
to afford no assistance to our enemies, but to co-operate with Lord Lake against 
them. 

48. Copies of our instaructions to his Excellency the Commander-in-chief of 
Ate 25th July, and of Ae Govemor-general’s letter to Dowlut Rao Scindia, are 
annexed to this despatch, for your honourable sGommittee’s more afetniled 
' infbrmation.. 

' 44. By a letter ftt»n. Mr.: Jenkins 'to the Govemor-general’e agent, at i head 

t quarters, dated the 19tb of June, it appears that Cashee Rao Houcar, who had 
arrived in the vicinity of Ae camp of the confederates, had an interview of recon- 
• ciliaticn with' Jeswunt Rao. Holkar. The number of t^ps withfCashee Rao 
Holkar was stated to be jnconsiderahle. ^ 

45, On the - 22d of June; Higah A liibiyee was liberated from confinement, 
and wsffi subsequently ^reeeived .by Dowlut Rao Sefedia with every degree of 
, Vt , ■ > ,, respect 

'( !, ■ '• rv ,, ■■ . •• y-'- 

r ill I ' '- X . ■■ ■ 
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; * The Aitbfitatfce.of letter of the 4th April h stated .in the ( ^ ) aiwf fol* 

lowing imfRgtRphB ot the Gttveriior^enerai in CouhettV 'deejiiiteh of the 01st 3tay3( aiid. the tfhhslaiiee 
nf the Oovernor-genertirb feuei of the of April is ctrhthtntd in the‘( ) of the 

saute de^patc I d'' ' p,;. ' ' ’ ■ ■ 
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respect and attention. The ceremony of his reception was considered to be pre« 
paratory to his appointment to the cbar^ie of the executive authority ol his 
Highness's government, in the room of Serjee Ran Ghantka, until the expiration 
of the term limited by the Commander-in-chief for the release of the Uesidency. 
Mr. Jenkins continued to employ every endeavour to obtain an audience of 
Dowlut Hao Scindia on the subject of the Commander-in-chief's letter of the 
4th of June, but without success. On the evening of the 27th of June, the last 
day of the prescribed term, Mr, Jenkins was visited by Anna Bhasker, the 
Sicca Navees, on the part of Dowlut Rao Sc India, for the express purpose of 
inducing Mr. Jenkins to waive his demand df dismission. The detail of the con- 
ference holden on that occasion is described in the annexed copy of Mr. Jen- 
kins’s despatch of the 1st instant t.o his Excellency the Commander-in-chief. 
'Your honourable Committee will observe from the contents ol that despatch, 
that Dowlut Kao Scindia professes the most amicable intentions with regard to 
the British Government, but appears resolved to withhold bis consent to the 
departure of Mr. Jenkins, on the pretext that his dismission would constitute the 
appearance of enmity between the lwo_ states ; and your honourable Con^nittee 
will observe that Dowlut Rao Scindia refuses to admit that the detention of Mr. 
Jenkins can be considered a gniund of war. 

46. The Governor-general in Couni^l deems it proper to annex to this despatch 
a copy of Lieutenant-colonel Maloolm’s letter of the 10th instant, stating 
the sentiments of the Commander-in-chief upon the communication contained in 
Mr. Jenkins’s despatch of the 1st instant, together with a copy of the Commander- 
iii-chiers instructions to Mr. Jenkio.s in reply to that communication.^ The 
course of proceeding adopted by the tilomraander-in-chief leaves the iPritish 
Government at liberty to pursue such raea.sures as may appear advisable, with 
reference either to the prosecution of war or to a state of peace. 

47. The instructions of the Governor-general in Council, addressed to the C(»m- 
mander- in-chief, under dale the 25ih July, and the Governor-general’s letter 
to Dowlut Rao Scindia, of the same date, of which the substance has been stated 
in this despatch, has .snpcrseiled the necessity of any further directioirs. No 
information of a later dale than the 1st instant has been received from the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 

48. With a view to apprize your honourable Committee of the extent of the 
forces of the confederalca, the Governor-general in Council deems it proper to 
annex to this despatch a copy of a circular letter which has been transmitted to 
the chief British authorities in Hiudostan and the Deccan, containing a state- 
ment of the nature and extent of the forces of those chieitains, according to the 
most authentic information that it has been practicable to procure. 

49. Die Governor-general in Council also deems it proper to transmit, for your 
honourable Committee’s information, the enclosed copy of a letter addressed to 
the Governor-general by his Excellency's Military Secretary, showing the disposi- 
tion and actual position of the British troops both in Uindostan and the Deccan, 
under the orders upon that subject communicated to your honourable Committee 
in our despatch of the 3 1st May. 

50. No event has occurred, at any of the other Durbars of India, of sufficient 
importance to the interests of the honourable Company to require notice in this 
despatch. The conduct of the Peishwa, the Soubadar of the Deccan, and the 
Rajah of Nagpore, has continued to be conformable to the obligations of subsist- 
ing engagements. 

We have, &c. 

. (signed) WelUshy. 

G. IJ, Barlow, 

Fqrt William, 30 July 1 805. G. Udny. 


LETTER from the Governor-general in Council to Lord Lahe^ 

dated 25 July 1805. 

My Lord, 

The Governor-general in Council has taken into consideration the despatch of 
Lieuteuant-colotiel Malcolm, addressed, , by your Excellency’s direction, to the 
Secretary to Government, under date the 30tli ultimo, communicating the copy of 
a letter from the Acting Itcsident at thefCourt of Dowlut Rao Scindia to your 

Excellency’s 



COPlEiS Of LiErtKRS REtATlNO TO SCTNDIA. 25 

ExCeJli^cy s addre^ls, dated the 20th idtiino, which contains the Acting^ Resident’s- 
i’epoirt of his ebmumnication with Dotrlut Uao Sciudia, on the subject of your, 
Excellency’s requisition for the dismission of the British Residency within a 
limited number of days, 

2, The argument by which Dowliit Rao Scindia has endeavoured to justify bis, 
eviderit resolution to avoid a Compliance with yoUr Excellency’s demand for the 
release of Mr, Jerikinsois destitute of any real force, and' Scindia himself is pro- 
bably sensible of its fallacy. The Governor-gene^l In Council, however, deems 
it advisable to deprive Scindia of the advantage 6f any pretext for the detention of 
Mr. Jenkins by a distinct confirmation of yonr Excellency’s demand, under the 
^ seal' and signature of the Governor-general. ^ ' 

3- The Governor-general has accordingly addressed the enclosed letter to Do'vlut , 
Rao Scindia, confirming and enforcing your Excellency's demand for the dismis- 
sion and safe conduct of the British Reridency, and a copy of that letter is annexed 
to this despatch for your Excellency’s information. 

4. Your Excellency will observe that the letter from the Governor-general ad- 
dressedu'to Scindia refers to former letters of the Governor-general addressed to 
that chief, but not delivered to Scindia by Mr. Jenkins, dn consequence of the 
unfavourable state of affairs at Scindia’s Ij^urbar; Jt appears to be absolutely 
necessary that the Governor-general’s letters should now be delivered to Scindia, 
in order to remove every possible ground of error Or misconstruction of the views 
of the British Government. This point has already been stated to your Excel- 
lency in the letter from the Governor-general in Council, under date 2/>th June, 
and it appears proper to recommend it to your Excellency’s particular attention. 

5. If this requisition should also prove unsuccessful, it will be evident that 

Scindia is either disposed or is compelled to hazard the alternative of war. What- 
ever latitude of action Scindia may possess or may be allowed w’itli regard to this 
particular point, it seems evident, frotn the tenor of the advices received since the 
despatch of our instructions to your Excellency of the 25th ultimo, that the power 
ofDowlut Rao Scindia is at present absorbed in that of Jeswunt Rao Hollar, and 
that u speedy dissolution ot the connexion between those chieftains cannot reason- 
ably be expected by the exclusive operation of those causes on which the Governor- 
general in Council has been induced to found that expectation. If it be evident 
that Dowlut Rao Scindia is disposed or compelled to hazard tlie renewal of war 
rather than comply with the. demand for- th# dismission of the Residency, the 
speedy prosecution of hostilities on the part of the British Government appears to 
be advisable upon every principle of dignity, security, and even of economy. Unless 
the confederates should be induced to suppose that, notwithstanding the failure of 
the present final requisition for the release of th6 British Residexicy, the Briti.sh' 
Ciovernraent .still entertained an expectation of accomplishing its release, without 
proceeding to liostilitics against Scindia, it may reasonably be apprehended that 
they will ascribe our forbearance to motives incompalible with the dignity of the 
British Government and with the reputation of our power ; such an hnpri'ssioU 
would obviously encourage the confederates, in their hostile designs, arid in either 
case the confederates would derive from delay additional advantages in the pro- 
scctition of them. It cannot, however, be supposed either that Dowlut Rao Scindia 
will refuse or evade a compliance with the Governor-general’s demand, without 
previously resolving to detain Mr. Jenkins at the hazard of war, or that Scindia, 
can how expect to deceive us by any further subterfuges ; great danger, therefore, 
must inevitably be produced by our abstaining from the prosecution of hostilities 
at the earliest practicable period of time, if Scindia should lefuse or evade a com- 
pliance with 'the present demand. • . 

6. In conformity to these sentiments, the Governof^gencral in Council now 
authorizes and directs your Excellency to be pi'epar^ to commence active opera- 
tions against the confedei’ated forces as soon as the season will admit, and the 
Governor-general in Council requests that your Excellency will transmit, with 
the least practicable delay, a plan of operations for the eventual prosecution of 
hostilities in: every quarter of dlbidostan and the Deccan. 

7. Copies of this despatch will be transmitted to the Gov-prnment of .Eort St. 

George and Bombay, and to the Residents at Poona, hfydrabad and Najgporet 
together with a circular letter to the Chief Secretary, of which a copy is , 
annexed for your Ej^ceTlency’s ihfownation. Directions will be issued for piling ' 
the armies in the Deccan and in Guxerat in estate of readiness to ac^t agadt^t the 
forts and possessionslif Dowlut Rad Scindia in those quarters. * 

• 25 g;---' ■ D ■ ' . 8. No 
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8. No act of liostility, liowever, against Sciudia is to 'be' committed tvithout 
■further instructions from the Governor-general; but your Lordship will bo 
pleased, at whatever time you may deem expedient to make any fbrwai’d move- 
ment of the troops of Hindustan which you may deem advisable, either with a 
view to the protection of our possessions, or to the attainment of a final settlement 
■of affairs %vith Scindia and Holkar, in that quarter. 

We have, See. 

(signed) Wellesley, 

Fort Wllliani, Cl. H, JBarhnt'. 

25 July 1805. G. Vduy. 


LETTER from I jord Wellesley to Otnvlut Rao Scbidia, dated 25 July 1805. 

To Dowlut Rao Bdndia, (Written 25 July 1806.) 

Your Higlinciss has been apprized that his h’xcellcncy the Right honourable 
Lord l...ake, Commander-in-chief ol' the Uriti.sh forces, is vested by this govern- 
ment with full powers, on the pa,rt of the British Government, to regulate 
and control all political and luilitary afiairs in Hinddstau. Lord T^ake has 
addressed to your Highness several letters, desiring the dismission of Mr. 
Jenkins, and the other gentlemen and escort attached to the Residency, 
from your Highness’s camp, and their safe conduct to a British station. ’jTiese 
requisitions, however, your Highness has not been pleased to regard with due 
attention; and I am now informed, by a despatch from Mr. Jenkins, that your 
Highness’s ministers, under some apparent error, have endeavoured to justify thi.s 
neglect of the Coramander-in-chiers requisitions, and of the repeated and earnest 
applications of Mr. Jenkins for his dismission and safe conduct, by referring to a 
letter, in which I informed your Highness that Mr. Jenkins was vested with 
powers to transact, all matters which related to the interests of the ta ^) states, and 
to Letters of a similar import, addressed to your Highness by Colonel Close, 

My notification to your Highne.ss of Mr. Jenkins’s authority to transact all 
affairs connected with the intere.sts of both states was made under circum stances 
differing entirely from those which .suggeste<l the rieee.ssity of suspending Mr. 
Jenkins’s functions, ami requirifig his dismission from your ITighncsss court. 
Having been officially apprized of the powers vested in his I'’xcellency the 
Commander-in-chief, your Highnes.s cannot entertain any doubt of Lord Lukes 
authority to suspend A'lr. Jenkins’s functions and to demaud his dismis.sion, inde- 
pendently of these considerations^ , It cannot be unknown to your Highness that, 
according to the ackviowledg ■. priv'^eges and powers of the accredited minister 
of a foreign state, the repres<-r\?alive of the British Government at your High- 
ness's Court is entitled to demand his dismission, even without any direct commu- 
nication to your Highness of such demand from the government which he repre- 
.sents, and a refusal to comply with that requi.sitiou would constitute a violation of 
those laws and usages which are acknowledged and revered amongst all civili/.ed 
nations. With a view, however, to remove every obstacle to the immediate 
release of Mr. Jenkins, and the other gentlemen and escort attacheil to the Re- 
sidency, I deem it expedient to confirm, by a direct communication to your High- 
ness, the demand which you have received from Lord Lake, the Commander-in- 
chief, and from Mr. Jenkins, and to signify to your Highness my expectation, 
that within the space of fourteen days after your receipt of thi.s letter, your 
Highness will permit Mr. Jenkins, the gentlemen and e.scort of the Rc.sidency, 
to depart from camp, and will afford them safe conduct to the nearest British 
station. Your Highness must admit that the British Government i.s entitled to 
withdraw its representative from your Highness's court, without any reference to 
the conduct of your Highness’s government ; your Highness, therefore, will not 
persevere in a refusal to comply with this requisition, after so many solemn 
demands from the Britrah Government. 

It is my duty, to apprize your Highness that I will never recede from this 
demand. It is soperfluou.'s to state, that after the expiration of the time limited 
for the dismission of Mr. Jenkins, neither his Excellency Lord Lake, the Com- 
inander-in-chief, nor 1 can receive from your Highness any communication which 
you may desire to make through Mr. Jenkins; nor will Mr. Jenkins be autho- 
rized to transact any businc'is with your riiglmes.s ori.With your Highness’s 

. . mini.stetjs ; 
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ministers: at ke sathitime it is necessary to signify to your Highness, that your 
wsponsibility for the safety of Mr. Jenkins, anl of every person attached to_ the 


court. I trust, however, tnaiauer your receipt. ui ws.cp 
^11 norpersist in detaining Mr. Jenkins ; such an act. far from tendmg to the 
wcomplisEment of any object connected with the interests of your Highness, is 
calculated to preclude every advantage to be derived from the preservation of ami y 

and concord between the two states. . 1 ph* t 1 * 

Your Highness has already been apprized, that after the arrival of Mr. Jenkins, 
and the ffentlemen and escort attached to the Residency, under safe conduct at a 
iBritSi sta^^^^^^ the Commander-in-chief will be Pt^Pated to receive 

anv confidential agent whom your Highness may think proper to despatch fo ^ 

pu^poae of communicating on points i^^^lJiTbrdeXte^ 

both states, and that at a proper season an officer of rank will be . 

to your* Highness’s court in the capacity of a representative of the British 

Government, , tt. i u 

I deam it proper to take this opportunity of desiring that your Highness wifr 
comfdTbu'S^nency the Commaeder-uf-ohief; I.erf Lake, to vested vnth 
to eonduct all politieal and mUitar^ affa.rs m H>ndo“taa ?a (he 
part the British Government ; and that you will deem his Excellency s acts 
Si eomlScaliona to' be a» 'valid as if proceeding in.med.ately from any 

. ““1 have recently addressed several letters to your HighneM, under date the 4th 
and 22d April. The extraordinary and uniavonrable state of affam 
ness’s court has of necessity, prevented Mr. Jenkins from delivenngmy letters to 
voiir Hiffhness • those letters, however, will now be delivered to your Highness, 
Ind an fr/r md Sconstrukioi. of the interests of the British Government will 
bonceLth ceie If any part should appear to your Highness to require expla- 
nation, you will be pleasId\o refer to Lord Lake, who has public authority to state 

inv sentiments to your Highness. . , a a* i 

Mv determination is to maintain the late treaty of peace without alteration. I 
trusUhat Your Highness’s disposition will be found to be equally conformable to 
tTe treSy of peac^^ conditions of which the British Government cannot consent 
in nnv decree. Your Highness, must be satisfied that the alternative 
of war or peace now rests with your Highnes.s. No demand has been made upon 
vou nor will any demand be advanced by the British Government beyond the 
iimits of the treaty of peace ; but no concession can be granted inconsistent with 
that eneraLment. ^ Your Highness, I trust, is determined on your part to respect 
fhe ailies^nd territories of the Company, and not only to aftord no assistance to 
our enemies, but to co-operate with Lord Lake against them. 

(A true copy.) 

(.signed) J. Adam, 

Deputy Secretary to CJovernmenl. 


LE'ETEH from Mr. Jenkina to Lieutenant-colonel Malcotm, 

* dated lf» August 1805. 

Yx^T’EnUAV evening 1 hhd the honour to ^e Go^rno?. 

instant, enclosing the copy of a Commandef-in-chief. and a 

consequence passed at this visit. Jeswunt 

; > 59 - ■ ■■■ ' ; ■ .. ■ " ' ■ ' " , 
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B40 H 6 lk^ haa again lajpW^ubed tne Wins nC t»jb^ 
grnatcsr part of hi« l»agg«tgp to be ^ionveyed io a place of aafety* The Ia4f^» I 
nnderstand, tvifl return to Jondpoor. It i$ likewise probable, from the general 
tenor of reports, that m order to conoiltaie Ambojee, JSerjte Kao Ghautka will 
biUortly be dismissed by [fulkar, who is now seriously alarmed at the inimical 
spirit which Ims of late prevailed in the councils of this Durbar with respect to 
tfiat chici Ilolkar is said to be moving towards Ajmere. 


Camp, 16 August IrtO.'i 


1 have, ls,c. 

(signed) R Jeiiknin, 

Acting Kcsidcnt, D. R S 

1 


LETT’] rt tioni All. Jruktit\ (o Colonel Makolni, dated 15 September 1805 


'1 o (’oU)iiel Mah ofm, Ac. &c 


Sii, 

I HAVJ. till hoiioul ti» Hiquainl >ou, loi the iiil'onuation of the Iliglil honoui 
able the (.'oinmuiidei-iii-i hii 1, that, on atcomif of srnno di la'^ m the ui raiigean nts 
loi till osioit by viliiih I am to be aeeompanied tiom c.unp on the part ol 
Don lilt llao S< indin, 1 have bi on coinpdled to posfpoui my dep'uture this day, 
but I dill assuKd that eveiy thing will be pieparcd loi mo to commence my 
Itldicll tO'UlOlIOW 


Accoiding to bis Highness’s leipiest I waited upon the Maharajah last night, 
and I do ms self the jileasino to stab , for his D>}(lshi[>’s notice, the principil heads 
ot this coniiiime Aitii the customary toinpliments ha.d passed Ixtwoen tin 
A 1 ihaiajah and inysi If, Ambajic lugha and Anna, at his Highness s dosm , seitcil 
themselves iieai uu, 5 nl the Siva Nuvetse commenced the convi isiitiou bj 
lemaiking, that, on ai • < nnt of the uniavourable appearance winch ms (iisini<>sdl 
would have nfloidod t«\ the world ot his views and intentions tow aids the Diitish 
fiovc rnmcnl, the M ihaiajali had been vii\ reluctant to < onsent to tin adoption 
of such d ineasuK and his Highness had indulged an cxpcctatmn that iny 
Govcrnmint would h 'c* bien induced to retiact the dem.ind , that lioni the 
tenor oi the late letters, however, of the Right lionouiable lli<> C’oininaiiih i-in 
chul and (.oiontl Malcolm, and from that of K«ivil Nym* s cointniinie itions 
tliiuugh fropaul Kislun, Ins Fligliness had prrtcivcd that a compli.iiici with the 
repeated icquisitions of Ins Loidship and of the (mvcrnor-geneial on that siibp t f 
wa, absolutely ne< essury to • wl the doubts which had hem excitid by nij 
detention, and to piomote '» n jtewin of that fiiendlv and c onfideiiti il intcriourse 
which had forint rlj suliMsttd hetwoen the two states Guided by these eon- 
sidc rations, and by the 1 ntiu devotion ot bis hiait to llie Irieiidshiji of the 
honuuidbh ( oinp.tiiv s govi iiinx iit, that liis Hiuhncss had no longet lusitited 
in lompljin^ with the aislits of that government, and by so doing, his High- 
iKss liiistid that tviry source ol doubt and nnstrusl, and evciy obstacle to tin* 
spiidv »<ljn«lnunit of all di]>( tiding points, would be now removed, that it was 
his lit. hiiess’s aidciil ill sue to n eovi 1 the confidence and good opinion of the 
llntish tJoviinnicnt, and that hi expected to find that state in every respect 
UK lined to ineit Ins wishes, and to second his efforts for the accomplishment of 
so dc suable an ob]c, 1 

1 lepbid 1 )> utbbissme .myself to the Maharajah m a few molds, that the 
auspicious nuasim nhnli his Highness had now adopted affoidcd the most 
iinjite denioiistratioi ol that wisdom and pacific spnit, upon which the Company a 
o vtinrnenl had always u b' <1, foi the apeedy re-t stablishnicnt of au amicable 
counoKion with his lligluuss, and that his llighness would find, m his uiter- 
rouise with tlu lintish na'ion, that the ptosecution of a just and honourable 
jystiin ol peluv on 1 1> iiaii would < vci semie the most cordial neknowlcdginent 
u d suppoi* tuiin that jio.km, and would lend to promote 111 flit} most cllectual 
maniic I hi<- 1 1 ighm s ,’s dean st inieicsts and views. 

I hi M ihan),»li p( rsonally i< pealed liis^anxiou, desne for the speedy adjusl- 
fiidii ol dl points, and p.utunhuly foi the it mo at ol evciy doubt which might 

have 
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iloiigier silbsisty iand that bill /Highbibfis the ekr}i^.aiTdt^a'<^ 

meat of evepy question. I requested to kno,w whotn his Highness had appoiiited 
to negotiate on his part; with the Right h^houTable the Coinmander>tri>chief. 
His Highness informed me that Moonshee Kauvul N}ne was vested with fall 
powers of negotiation, and that he was fully instructed on all points; but tliat he 
trusted, after roy departure from camp, that | would not consider myself to be 
entirely absolved from the obligation of prpitioting his interests with the honour- 
able Company. I assured his Highness that it had been the invariable desire 
of the Most noble Marquess Wellesley, as it was that of the Most honourable 
the Governor-general, — a desire which, from the period of my accession to the 
charge of the interests of the two states, I had endeavoured to the best of my 
ability to promote, — that the bonds of alliance and good understanding w'ith his 
Highness should be maintained on the iirmest basis of cordiality and coniideuce'; 
that if my exertions for the welfare oi his Highness’s Government had been 
formerly thw'artcd by self-interested and evil-minded persons, it had always been 
my firm belief that the counsels and actions of such persons were in contrariety to 
his Highness’s disposition and feelings, and that my personal respect and attach- 
ment to his Highness Avould ever render the welfare of his government an object 
of the utmost interest to my mind. 


Gopaul Kishen, who was present at this conference, then addressed himself to 
roe by remarking, that he had already stated to me the financial distresses of this 
government, and that I was well acquainted with every thing that related to the 
interests and concerns of the Maharajah ; that I had also received the fullest 
communications relative to the assurances which, under the orders of Kauvul 
Nyne, and w'itli th<i knowledge of the Right honourable the Commander-in-chief, 
he bad been authorized to make to the Maharajah, as well as relative to all his 
transactions with the government; and that as the Maharajah in every respect 
relied upon the friendship of the honourable Company, he (Gopaul Kishen) trusted 
that no deviation would take place from the tenor of those assurances and trans- 
actions. I replied, that the British Government never deviated from the rules 
of justice and good faith, and that his Highness would, I was convinced, impli- 
citly rely on that assuriaitue. 

The conversation then turned upon the late tran.sactious with Holkar and the 
defection of the troops of that chief. This subject 'Ambajec Inglia requested me 
particularly to recommend to the attention of the Right honourable the Com- 
mander-in-chief. Besides Bungu.sh and Shahamut Khan, he informed me that 
about 2,000 of Ilolkar's best horse had remained at Ajmere, and only waited for 
money to enter the Maharajah’s service. To this communication I replied, that 
Kummul Nyne would, of course, enter into a disens.'iion of all points wdth the 
Right honourable the Comraander-in-chief as souii as iny departure should be 
known, and that every arrangement would be adopted that could in any way tend 
to the mutual advantage of the .states. Ambajce Inglia then made some allusions 
respecting Goliud and (Jwalior ; to which 1 replied generally, that his Highness 
might depend upon the most liberal a<!justnient on the part of the Company’s 
government of all depending questions. I’o some observations and questions of 
Annah and Ambajec respecting a peace with Holkar, I returned likewise a general 
answer, that the object oi the British Government in a war with Holkar was 
entirely unconnected with any vicw.s of conquest or of extended dominion ; that 
the object of the British Govermucint was directed to the preservation of its just 
rights and tho.se of its allies; and that it would embrace, with the utmost plea- 
sure, any occasion which might aftord a reasonable prospect of concluding a 
peace with Holkar consistently with thi.s object, and with the general tranquillity 
of India. 


After paying the personal compliments to his Highness which the occasion 
required, and repeating my confidence that all depending points would be 
speedily and satisfactorily adjusted, I then took my leave of his Highness. 

1 take this opportunity of acknowletiging the receipt ol your despatches of the 
1st and 5th of September; your letter of the latter date to Ambajee Inglia was 
delivered lo that person by Gopaul Kishen, whom I directed, according to the 

tenor 
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Acting Ketfide^t. 


(A true OTpy.) .* ' 

(signed) C. T* Metcalfe, 

, ' ', '; ■ ' ' A^,‘G. G. O. ■' ■ 

(A tmecopy.) 

(si^ed) J.. Adam, 

Deputy' Secretaiy^ to Government. 


East India House, I 
26 April 1844. j 


(True copies.) 


T. I4. Peacock^ 

Ekaminer^of India Correspondence. 
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UETURN to an Ordeu of the Honourable The House of Comnoons, 
dated 13 March 1845 

RETURNS “showing the Number of Eoiioi>ean and Native' Soldiers of’ 
the Indian A.bmies employed in Scinde, in each Year since its first 
Occupation in 1838 up to the 31st day of December 1843; specifying 
the Total Strength in each Year, and the Strength of each Cori)S in each 
Year, from 1838 to 1844 inclusive: — Also, the Number of Officers and 
Men treated in Hospital, the Number Dead from Disease, the Number 
Killed in Action, and the Number Dead from all other Causes ; specifying 
the Number of European and Native Soldiers, and the Number of Officers 
of each Rank, and of each Branch of the Service, in each Year from 1838 to 
1844: — Also, the Number , Invalided, the Number found Unfit for any 
further Service, and Pensioned ; specifying the Number of Europeans, the 
Number of Natives, and the Number of Officers, from each Branch of the 
Sen’ice, in each Year from 1838 to 1844 inclusive.” 


East India House,! 
31 March 2 84t). j 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Air. Ilume.J 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 

30 April 1846. 
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European, 


European. 


Europ^n, 


|i|; 

fsJiJs 


c 0 R r s. 


I fi 
S I 1 J 

tt 43 •' S 2 O 

. S ’ s^S 

« "S g 'g 2 


1 ■§ » B 

2 -S g I 

3 I 'S i 

I i J I 
I il % I 


I t|? ill III 

w •§ § u cS w o 


« -g'Sl §• -i ? 5® 5 ? Sg’gig 

> 5 -|§E u W « felO K »e; 


•M .g; 3: 


J^KN(J Xh^imtinvcfl. 

4ih Conipnny 
Bnttalion Foot Ar- 
tillery, 4 April to 
31 DeoeiulKT 
7th I.iijht Cavulrj’, 

0 May to 31 Dec. - 
Jlth Light Cavalry, 

1 Jan. to 23 Feb. - 
4th Native Iiifiiiitry, 

10 May to 31 Iloc. 
Otli Native Int'aiitrj', 

1 Jan. to 15 April - 
10th Native Infantry, 

1 Jan. to 8 June - 
35th Native Infantry 
tJ4th Native Infantry, 

9 April to 31 Dec. 
I>9th Native Infantry, 

3 May to 31 Doc. 
Gth Irregular Cavalry I 


-- 2 78 - - 4 -- 

3 - 14 987 1 G 11 1 13 I 

3 - n 1,109 - 2 - " 

2 - 2*2 805 2 5 4 - - 

2 - 22 98) - 2 7 t 1 

2 - 22 053 - 1 0 - - 

2-18 812-3 1 - 1 

2 - 20 788 1 2 0 1 2 


- 20 V7i) 

- 21 7ri0 


- I 13 2 

12 3 


- 2 38 

- 31 2,011 

- 3 130 

- 28 1,587 


11 370 

- 2 202 ! 

- 10 012 

- 10 1,590 

- I 24 080 


544— r'f/itmwrrf 


Horse and I'oot Ar- 
tillery * - - 

(») 2d European It- 
InftttUry 

(‘')2(l llegiment Ll. 
Cavalry 

(«‘)3d - ditto - 
happen and Miners i 
I (’’) Detachment 3d 
Regiment Native 
Infjintry 

(*1) Olh Ilcgt. Native 
Infantry 
8th - ditto 
13th - ditto 
loth - ditto 
^^')Mth- ditto 
17th - ditto 
18th - ditto 
(»)20th- ditto 
t“)2l8t- ditto 
23tli - ditto 


7 1,222 
4 372 


7 732 

13 1,(MJ4 
17 1,017 
24 1,334 I 
10 1,122 
20 1,287 


28 72 273 30 282 |fW55j340 17,008 19| 00 300 27 (>77 7880245 18,092 


2} 44 453 121 


(•) The total strong tji of tluse Corps on the Ist January 1844 is stated, but the number tTouted in hospital, died invalided, &c. Ac., up to the date o: 
departure of the Corps from Sciude is not given in the returns received from Bombay. 


(•') The total strength of these < ’<»rp» on their arrival in Reindo is not given in the returns. Their numbers on the 1st January 1843, were a'* follow 
viz. — 



2(1 Light Cavalry 

Detach inont, 3d Native lufuntry' 

14ih Native Infuntrr - 


Field 

OtliciTS , 


Captains. Subalterns. 



R('gimental 

Staff. 

European 

Non- 

commissioned. 

2 

*2 

1 

- - . 

1 

1 


Rank Com- commissioned, 
rHlfilc, missioned. and File. 














Socn tarN Militnrv Di'i>artm«iL 


*48- 


B 


Non"Comnu»- 
sioqed, aed Rank 
and File. . 
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RETURNS RELATtV? TO BUROJ^ilJtk JitNO m 

!" 7"’ !r!r 7 ^ ; 


RETURN of tlw Numbor of Troops of otl Dosciriptions aod kiiSSs iA itio ProVWo of §cin&ef iiudef Commaid of Geneinl 
the Regular Regimente, Cavalry and Infantry, fr^ the Irregular Corps of Infantry and Cayalry ; the Number 



K IJ R 0 1* £ A K 8. 

NATIVES, 





t 1 

•si 

Ui UJ 

1 


-T” 

i 

• 

jS 

1 

O 

» 

a 

on 

a 

u, 

s 

V c3 

3-g 

V) 

i& 
i - 
e E 

isrS 

'd 

V 

1. 

Ifi w 

.2 

is 

I 

BOMBAY FORCE: 

2 

*4) 

I 

& 

1 

2,^ «> 
e 

e = 2 

V sf^ 
® £2 

6 ft) 

V 

§S 

2k 

Sf 

rfj 


S 

QJO 


Qrijp.N^s Taoors; 








Her Majesty fi 78th and 86tl» Regiments and Volunteers; 13th 








Light Infantry 

1 

15 

45 

- 

2,236 


-• 

Company's Troops: 








Regulars : 

Onti Regiment Light Cavnlrv 

1 

1 

8 

3 

1 

12 

423 

Eight Regiments, and a lJ(ftachiiiont of Native Infantry - - i 

5 

16 

71 

8 

3 

112 

6,602 

One Troop of Horse Artillerv 


1 

4 

2 

147 

- 

24 

Three Cnnipunios European Foot Artillery , - - - 

- 

[ 

8 

- 

2G8 

o 

77 

TI»reo Companie.s Native Foot Artillery - - , - - 


- 

5 


- 

0 

102 

Sappers and Miners 

- 

" 

<2 

- 

18 

3 

150 

Irregulars : 








Relorhee Ihittalion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

334 

Scinde C«mel Corps 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


380 

,, Horse 

Staff --- - 

- 

1 


1 

• 

11) 

561 

7 

15 

11 

1 


- 


In Charge of Ordnance Department 

- 



- 

- 



„ Commissariat ditto 

- 


- 

- 

- 



BENGAL FORCE, 








Company's Troops ; 








Regulars : 

Second Europeuu Regiment i 

1 1 

•1 

I 

in 

1 

i 

74K 

.. 


One Regiment. Light Cavalry - - . - - 

1 

I] 

rj 

.J 

2 

J2 

370 

Three llegimeuta Native Infantry 

4 

i) 

27 

0 

62 

56 

2,372 

One Troop Native Horse A rtillerv - - - - • 

- 

1 

kj 

1 

0 

1 

02 

Gun Lascars, attneJud to ditto 

One Company Native Foot Artillery, uiili i-gat Field Battery 


“ 

— 

■“ 

— 

** 

27 

attached 


- 

1 


o 

2 

73 

Ordnance Drivers attached to <li«to 

- 


- 

- 

- 

*- 

61 

One Company Native Fix't ArtiUery, with Camel Battery attach^ .! 

- 

- 

] 

- 

it 

Ct 

75 

Ordnance Drivers, attached to ditto • • . - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

03 

Engineers - 

1 

“ 

4 

- 

“ 


- 

Irregulars : 

Bundleeund Legion : 

Artilleiy - 



1 


3 

3 

87 

Gun Lascars and Ordnance Drivers attached to ditto 

- 



- 

- 

- 

57 

Cavalry 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

(\ 

727 

Infantry 


I 

J 

1 

2 

20 

850 

One Regiment and a Detachment of Irregular Cavalry 

- 

1 

0 

1 

- 

1 1 

M82 

PolicG Force : 








Mounted, Rural, and Ciiy ~ ~ - 

- 

1 

! 

1 

- 

- 

57 

:,316 

Total - - - j 

2 4 


•jj-j i 

1 

■>7 i 

1 


3.7? 

i 7,137 



04 

7‘iO 

52 

72 

25 

itj 


182 

42 

40 


120 

Oh'T 

105 

2101 


17 j 
25 i 
55 ! 


I 

2,iMO 


ABSTRACT OF TROOPS. • 


1 

cavalhy. j 

.V utji,i,i;r V. j 


liuroi'inmA. 

Natl VOS. ; 

j 

1 .TJlfpOilll-S. 

. 1 

Naltvo-i. 

Her Mujesly’s Service - . . - 

ilonourable Company » Service ' | 

Police - 

i 

25 

4H 

4 

1 

817 

2,506 

2,373 

' ■ ' 1 

t52 

4 

* 

733 

147 

Total - > - 

77 

5,606 

l?iG 

1 

1 880 

i 


i^t India House, 1 

. 17 March 1846. / 


■otrttif iNofAK -Amins nmiMm at scindb ; &c. 


;ir c. Nnpkr, on tlio Ist day of January 1845 j stating the^Number of Qi ef.n’s and of Co-«i>an v’h Tnooi's; distinguisL 
nd IJoMi'iption of Artillery, Engineers, Commissariat, and all other Establishments in the Province at that jjato. 



- ABSTRACT OF TROOPS. 


appkks and miners. 

1 

INFANTRY. 

T (> T A L. 

j 

' Git AM) Totai- 

Europeans. 

Natives. | 

Eurojpeans. 

NutivC'S. j 

1 

Europi*a«+. 

Natives, 

25 

153 

2,300 

978 

6 

9,172 

1,593 

2,300 

1,480 

6S 

4 

10,875 

4, ‘14(5 
2,3751 

2,300 

12,355 

4,304 

2,377 

25 

165 

1 

3,284 

10,7(55 

3,B42 

17,404 

21,330 


^ Philip Melviily 

C Secretary Military Department. 


t*- 1 uc 
IftjWj 
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ItETtTitNS RKliATIV® W AKI> NATIVE 


RETURN of the Value of Pkopi.i^tv belonging to the Ameers of Schidej Including Jewels and 
Money, taken Possession of in Scinde, so far as the same can be furnished in this Country. 


Paid into the public treasury in Scindc, on account of articles 
sold, about - -- -- -- 

Realized at Kurruchoe - - - 

Value of silver ------- 

m 

fioid sold - -- -- -- 

Gold remaining unsold, estimated at - - - 

Lead, valued at 


Its. 


liiipacs. 

17,7411 

25,r>i,:3;i7 

17,13,5^7 

1,23,273 

13,000 

40,02,028 


To which are to be added the sum due from the Government for articles transferred to public 
departments, the sum duo from individuals i'or articles sold in Scinde, and the sum which may he 
produced by the sale of the jev#d«, &c. which arc at present in deposit in Bombay. 

Such articles of personal utAj; and ornament ar«i to bfj roRerv(‘d for tlu* Ameers as may be selected for 
tluit purpose by the Gti’v ernor-gciierul of India iu C^ouncil, with tin* npprujuition e>f the Lords Com- 
nussiouers of Her Majesty's Treasury. Subject 1o tbi;' reservation, an*a a deduction from etich 
share of the amount of six moiitlis’ full batla paid to the captors, the above* properly has been granted 
SIS prize. 

jVo portion of the booty has been retained for the use of the East India Company^ 


Philip Melvtll^ 

Sec. Miii' DopL 


Last Iiidju 5iou.se, 1 
•Jf» April 1846. J 


(signed) 
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OF THB INDIAN ARMIES EMPtOYRD AT SCINDB ; &C. 


ESTIMATE of the I‘!Ixpensk of the following Tkoops for Ac Yeiir 1844-46, and the Average Ordiner)^ ( ■hnj^C'S of 
each Corps in the Company's Possessions in time of Peace ; and also the Amount of Extraordinary Expense ineurred 
for these Corps in their Service in Scinde for the Year. 


1 


Ordinary 

Charges. 

Exti-aordimiry 

Charges, 

Total. 

1 

Her Majesty's troops 

Cavalry, artillery, and European and Native infantry corps of the Bengal 
and Bombay establishments - -- -- -- - 

Irregular cavalry and infantry corps of Bengal and Bombay - - - 

Bcinde local corps of cavalry and infantry ------ 

iStafl* and contingencies, including commissariat charges und donation 
bfttta 

Co.’s Its. 

8,01,(U7 

7, .'51, 036 

Co:s R,. 
84,512 

8,22,9vSI) 

6,09,720 

8,97,977 

32,88,444 

i 

Co.’,'; Rs. 
7,24,585 

45,05,978 

11,71,367 

8,07,97: 

40,40,380 

Total, exclusive of Sciiid© police force - . - 

Scinde police force - ^ 

- 

59,36,(i24 

67,03,663 

4,32,240 

1,16,40,287 

4,32,210 

Tot vl 


59,36,624 

til ,35,903 

1,20,72,527 



566,559 

575,241 

1,131,8011 


East India Mouse, 1 Jamt'A C. AfelvUJ^ 

‘•21 MjircJi l«4f). f Secretary. 


* 

ESTIMATE of the Ukckipis of of every kind in Scbidv U)t the Year 1843*44, dislinguishiiig the 

Severn] Heads, and tlie Amount of each ^^<^^ld ; also ii Uoturn of the Number of Civil Servants in Scinde, tor the 
fiiunc Time, and th^ Expense of such Establishment, under separate Heads, so as to exhibit a correct Estimate 
of the Finance of tlie Province in that Year. 


STATEMENT of the Rkvestm:s and DisuuiisEMnv'rs, exclusive of Military Charges, in the Province of 

Scindr, m the Year 1843-41. 




H HCEIPTS: 


Co.V Rs, 


JL'. 


r)]>SB(JRSEMENTS; 


CoJs A.V. 




Land revenue 
Customs and taxes 
Town duties 

Fishery contract - * , “ 

Carden rents - - 

Liquor and drug contracts - 


- -2,82,870 

• l,70,2^3o 

- 1,71,030 


20,r,14 


11,669 

37,075 


Salaries and estaldisliioents of the 
Secretary to (jovenimeril, resi- 
demts, c.oliecU>r.H and magistnite<, 
deputy coDectors, &c. 

Payof kurdars and establisbmputs 
for collection of revouu*) - 
Charges on account of field watch' 
men, gomushters, grain mea* 
sun*rs, land measurers, and 
carriage of grain, &c., classed 
umler the. head of Contingeu'- 
cies - - - - - 


1,04,41 1 
;)f>,21 3 

97,430 


Foes und fines - - - - 

Post-othce collections - - - 

Judicial fines - - - - 

Marine : Anchorage fees and light- 
house dues - « - - 

Miscellaneous reeei])ts, the particu* 
li’.rs of which are not specified in 
the statements received from 
India 

Total - - - 


16,579 

33,895 

1,120 

2,000 


1,68,011 


0,27,600 




Post'ofUeti charges . - - 

28,320^ 

Police corps - - - 

1,20,208 

Boat csrublislnnont - - - 

31,470 ' 

Expciisrs of the several steumers 


cmplovod on the Indus, and 


other niaririe charges 

1,1 3,6 .'->3 

Kf'pairs 

828 

Allowanecs to the ex-ameers of ! 


Scinde, and e.vjienses incurred 


oil account of them and thoir 


famiUes . - - - 

2,00,0(1(1 

Eipeuse of catting and cltsariiig 

1 

1 

cuiials at Hydrabrtd 

1,'U,0H1 

Miscellaneous - - - - 

892 

Total - - - 

1), 67, .590 j 

1 


80,959 


£.1 


[,'2,580 


Charges of the province of Scinde, exclusive of military charges, for iltc year 1843-44 - £, 92,580 

Revenues and receipts of ditto - - • - ditto ditto - - 80,950 

6,027 


Chaiges in Excess 



14 KSTUHNS RELATIVE TO, EUROR^^N A^D 'NAny® . 

' " '' ' ^ ' ' 7 . V' ‘ ^ 's 'V S'.-^'.'^..'. ,-.y,u,4 '* 


The CivjL EsTABLJttJiMKNTs iJi Sciude, on the let May 1844, were as follow :- 


Ooyernor of Scinde - - - - 

Oranjrlitsrnftn nnd rnooriHliee - - 

Secretory to (jovernnient of Scindo - 
Afssisfant - ditto - ditto - 
CJcrks 
Duftory 

Tindal of tent Lascars - - - 

Tent Lascars - - . - - 

Jemadar of peons - . - 

Peons ------ 

Bliecstee * « 

Bearer ------ 

Sweeper ------ 

Moonshees - - - - - 


Assistant surgeon in medical charge of civil cstabliBhuientB, and 
postmaster in Scinde - -- -- -- - 

Native doctor attached to ditto - - ditto - - - - 

(Xheer in cliargc of tlie military treasure cljo.iit at Sukkur 

CJerks 

Native treasurer - -- -- -- -- 

Peons - -- -- -- -- -- 


Treasurer in Scinde 
Clerk • 
Accountant 
N iiti VC trea-su rer 
T\’ons 


Cajuain of police in Scinde --- 
iaeutciiant of police at ll^drabad 
Ditto - - - - Shikwrpore 

Ditto - - - - Currachec 

Ofticiiiung iiui gist rate at Koree and Sukkur 
Clerks ------- 

Moonshees ------ 


Civ.i judge advocate -general 
Clerk - - - - 

Peon - - - - 

Moonshee . - - 


Superintendent of canals and forests in Scinde - 
SiJTv^e;)orft - -- -- -- - 

Asaistiint and sub-assistant surveyors . - - 

CenriiHl forward 


Number 
of Persons. 


1 


1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

•2 

I 

12 

1 

1 

1 


28 


m 


J 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

n 


11 


Salary 
per Mensem. 


CoJs a, 
2,600 - 
400 - 


3,385 - - 


735 - -I 


.001 - - 


1,038 


3, CIO - 


1,108 - - 










^ jjlfc.BWf JOTD AT, JCTOwi 'U ' h 


v i'' j'"' ( r ■ ' 


Brought foward 


Moonehce 
Persian writers 
Native doctor - 
Puckaul bheestee 
Sirdar of classics 
Metes ditto of ditto 
ClassieSj - 


Resident at the court of 11. H. Ameer All Mourrid Klian 
Peons 

Officer ill charge of the military chest at llydrahiul 
Native treo surer 

% 

Peons - 


O 


Collector and magistrate at Currachee 
D<jf>uties - - - ditto 

Clerks 

NuHiue of peons • . - « 

Peoiij^ 

•Mounshees - - . - . 

'IVeasurer (iiutive) 

Clerks ► 

Peons 
Moonsliees - 
Bunder master - 

U\*ig-hinan 

Kurdurs (or district local officers) 

Moonshees, treasurer, <M)rn- factors, weigdiing-men, lu*okers, and 
bheestees, with kurdars 

Record keeper - 

Ntiib , . - - 

Peons 

Collector and uiagistratc at Sukkur ------ 

Deputies to ditto 
Writers 

Moonsliees - i,-. ------ 

Dufteree - 

Jemadar 
Peons - 

Treasurer (native) - -- -- -- -- 

Kurdars ----------- 

Moonsheea, with kurdars -------- 

Treasurers - ditto - 

Jemadars - -- -- -- -- - 

Peons ----------- 

Chot\kedars 


Number 
of Persons. 


Salary 

per Mensem. 


CWs /is. a, )K 


8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 
30 

I 

4 

1 

1 




1 

1 

* 2 (‘ 


I 

1 

rii 


3,04 D - - 


1,02ft 


165 


1 

1 
7 
1 

74 

ft5 

74 

2 

203 

3 


6,040 12 - 


4 G 2 


10,766 - - 

{wntinn^dlj 


24 $. 






'■>. 


■ V . 


ifeSI 




Colle&tor and ma^tnit^ At Hydrab^ f • ■ ^ ^ 

Deputies to ditto - * -» - - , T " , 

Writers • - - • * - • 

Deovaii 

,'', y! 

Mooihsjbees *.-•---- 
, Mootsuddee - - .- . • - -* 

Mohureors 

Dufterbunds . . - - - - - • 

Treasurer (native) ------- 

Casroe -.- 

Naib kotwal - -- -- -- - 

Harlldai' - - - - • - • -*< 

Peons - - - ^ - - - 

Ferash • - - - - - - 

Kurdiirs (or district local oilicers) . - . - 

Moliureers, with kurdars - - - • 

Village kotwals - - - - - 

Gardeners - -- -- --- 

Garden labourors - - - - - • 

Men in charjjo of Government skikargalis - - - 

Ehtablishment or the Devuty Coleectou : 

Meerpoor : 

Moonshee 


Mohurcr and ossistant^^^ ■ 
Naiquc - - - 

Peons - - - • 


Alma Ka Kote : 
Moonshee 

Mohurer and assistant 
Naique - - - 
Peons - - - 


Sukkiirrund : 
Moonshee 
Scindo ucoonntant 
Persian writer - 
Naique - 
Peons 


Survey Department 


Number of Persons 


Or^ per Annum 


1 

4.' 

4 
1 
6 
1 

23 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

]& 

1 

65 

87 

5 
27 

U6 

63 




2 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 


506 

I 


1,263 


y; ;*■ *v^. 






10,416 

650 


y 0 


45,201 5 9 


Co/ff , J?*‘. 


542,416 5 - 


50,86t 


East India House, | 
27 March 1846* j 


' ' ■ , ■ ^ f'-' '■ y''. ' 0 

■ -* . : ' '■ > ■ . 1' >’,^1.';^"*' . ‘ 



OiP tHB INDIAN ABMIBS EUPDOYED AT 8CINDE ; &C. 


t7 


No. J. — STATEMENT of the Amount of Revenuk rnoeived in Scinde, and of tho Expekdituhe for Collection 
and for other Civil Chaises in that Province in each Year einco its Aniiexatioh. 


RECEIPTS. 



lft43-44. 

1844-45 
(so far ^ can 
at presMt he 
ascertained). 

1845-46, 

Estimated. 

Land revenue -------- -1 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 
14,03^5 i 

Rupees. 

1‘),GO,000 

Cuf^toins -'1 

Tnxt'B -J 

Town duties - -- -- -- - 

Fishery and goldsmiths' contracts - - - - 

(hirden rents -------- 

Liijnor and drug contracts ----- 

Fe<‘S find fines 

I\tsi -office collections 

fiidiciiil fines -------- 

Murine: -Anchorage fees and lighthouse duos, &c* 

Sulc ot' jiresents - -- -- -- 

Miscelhun^ous revenues (not particularized in tho statements received 
From India) - -- -- -- 

1,7<V2«5 

1,71,000 
‘Civ'll 4 

1 J,o50l 
:)7,07rjJ 
]0,ri70 

1,120 

2,0(50 

!,(>«, Oil 

p5,1Fn i 

I20,lil7j‘ i 
3.a5.321 

TfgpSN- 

1,54,520 

39,959 
44,449 1 

030 

5,89,030 

1,10,000 

3,33,000 

72.000 
(29,000 
(48,000 

50.000 

58,500 

1 

Total, (■ompiiny’s Rupees • - 


27,07,84 I 

1 


.C. 

1 

253,8(50 

249,984 

E X P E N I) f T IJ 

l{ E. 

O 1844..45 

18 J 5-40, 

E^limated 


18431 

^^0 far as <miu 
at present he 
»sc‘crtaiii(*d). 

Saittries and estahlishnicnts of the Civil Dopartnieni, exclusive of 
tin* collt'ctors of revenue ------- 

R}qWiS, 

00,685 

Rupees. 

1,22,730 

Rupees. 

Ditto, of the joint colloclors and magistral cs at Hydrahad, Sukkur, 
and Kurracliee - - - 

1,03,720 

1,71,992 


Pav of kurdars a.nd establishments for collection of revenues 

50,213 

1,09,975 


( barges on account of field wateJnnen, gomastiihs, grain nicasurors, 
land moasurers, and carriage of grain, vScc., classed under the Inuid 
Conti ntrencies - -- -- -- - 

97,4 31) 

1,21,571 

1,95,000 

(.’barges collecting the customs ------ 

- 

I0,82(i 


Post-office charges - 

2!S,32t) 

30,075 


Pont departments --------- 

31,479 

40,210 


Repairs and othm? charges of the Civil Engineers' Dcpartinem. 

S28 

12,708 


Police estahliflhments -------- 

1,20,208 

1,77,732 

4,25,000 

l!l\] eusc of cutting and cleaning ennuis for the iniprt>veuicnt ol clu 
land, and to ensure cultivation ------ 

[ 1,14,081 

1,19,1 18 

I,50,(H»0 

Building bungalows and other public works . - - - 


13,025 

2(J,000 

VDowances to tho ex-ameers, and expenses incurred on account ol‘ 
thorn and their families 

Balance of niisadiancous items of payment and receipt 

2,00,000 3,2 i,! 20 

^ f\ of receipt)- 

2,.3s^son 

5,0»)0 

Total, Couipan^^'s IlupeeE - - - 


1 

S 3,3.3.800 
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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
datod 83 February iSsf 

A COPY " of the Correspondencb showing the Proportion of the Expenses 
incurred in sending an Expedition against Persia, which is to be defrayed 
from the Revenues of the United Kingdom.” 


India Board, \ 
23 February 1857.J 


HENRY D. SEYMOUR. 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company to the 
President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

Sir, East India House, 22 October 1866. 

1. In reference to the expedition for foreign service preparing at Bombay 
under the orders (it is presumed) of Her Majesty’s Government communicated 
through the Secret Committee, we are requested by the Court of Directors to 
suggest for the consideration of the Board how far it may be just and proper to 
subject India to the whole of the charges consequent on those orders. 

2. In the absence of all information of the causes and objects of the expedi- 
tion, the Court cannotjthemselves form a judgment upon the subject ; recol- 
lecting the correspondihee which passed regarding the expenseijM^f th^i Affghau 
war, the Court submit that, simultaneously with the expedit^^ it should be 
decided how the expenses are to be borne. That wa.s not done when the expedi- 
tion to Affghanistan was undertaken, and it is probably owing to that omission 
that India nas been exclusively charged with the very heavy burden of that war, 
notwithstanding the applications repeatedly made by the Court, which, though 
not admitted, have never in principle been rejected by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) W, H. Sykes. 

The Right Hon. B-oss D. MangUs. 

R. Vernon Smith, m. p., 

&c. &c. &c. 


The President of the India Board to die Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs. 

My Lord, India Board, 26 October 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers, a copy of a letter dated the 22d instant, which the Chairman and the 
Deputy Chairman of the East India Company have addressed to me, respecting 
the expense that will be occasioned by the expedition which, in compliance wi^ 
the commands conveyed by Her Majesty’s Ministers, the Government of India 
has been instructed to send to the Persian Gulf. 

I have, &c. 

The Earl of Clarendon, k. g., (signed) Vernon Smith, 

iicxi. £cc* &c. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 


The Under-Secretary of State in the Foreign Department to the Secretary 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 22 November 1858. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for their Lordships’ con- 
Oct. s5/j6. sideration, a copy of a letter from the President of tlie Board of Control, 
enclosing a letter which he had received from the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the East India Company, respecting the expense to be incurred in 
fitting out an expedition to the Persian Gulf. 

I am, Ac. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 

Jas. Wilson, Esq., m.p. 


The Assistant Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of the 

India Board. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 2 December 1866. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
with reference to the President’s letter, addressed to the Earl of Clarendon, on 
the 25th of October last, respecting the expenses of the expedition to the Persian 
Gulf, that Her Majesty’s Government have determined, on a view of ail the 
circumstances, to propose to Parliament to provide for one-half of the extm- 
ordinary expenses of the expedition ; by which term is to be understood that 
portion of the expense which is over and above the ordinary pay and allowances 
of the troops, and the ordinary charge of the ships of the Bast India Company 
employed. 

2. I am to request that the Commissioners will obtain for this Board, before 
the meeting of Parliament, an estimate of that portion of the expense of the 
expedition which will become payable by Her Majesty’s Government, under the 
above arrangement, during the ensuing financial year, it being understood that 
an account will be rendered at the termination of the service, in which any sums 
that may have been advanced under the authority of Parliament will be credited 
to Her Majesty’s Goverument. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 


The President of the India Board to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

of the East India Company. 

Gentlemen, India Board, 9 December 1868. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d of 
October last. 1 am sure you will partake the satisfaction with which I announce 
to you that Her Majesty’s Government have determined to propose to Parliament 
to provide for one-half of the extraordinary expenses of the expedition ordered 
from India to the Persian Gulf ; and I have to request that you will transmit to 
roe, before the meeting of Parliament, an estimate of that portion of the expense 
of the expedition which, under the above arrangement, will become payable by 
Her Majesty’s Government during the financial year, it being understood that an 
account will be rendered at the termination of the service, in which any sums that 
may have been advanced under the authority of Parliament will be credited to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

2. By the term “ Extraordinary expenses ” is to be understood that portion of 
the expense which is over and above the ordinary pay and allowances of the 
troops, and the ordinary charge of the ships of the East India Company 
employed. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) R. Vernon Smith. 



EXPEDITION AGAINST PERSIA. 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company to the 

President of the India Board. 

Sir, East India House, 18 December 1856. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
9th instant, acquainting us with the determination of Her Majesty’s Government 
to propose to Parliament to provide for one-half of the extraordinary expenses of 
the expedition lately ordered from India to the Persian Gulf. 

2. In reply, we are requested by the Court of Directors to express to you the 
satisfaction with which they have received this communication. 

3. The Court, in accordance with your request, will transmit to you, before the 
meeting of Parliament, an estimate of the expense, which, under the arrangement 
now made, will become payable by Her Majesty’s Government during the 
financial year; and they propose immediately to instruct the Government of 
India to keep a distinct account of all the expenses of the expedition, separating 
the extraordinary from the ordinary charges, so that the account may be readily 
adjusted with Her Majesty’s Government. A draft of paragraphs on the subject 
will be submitted to the Board for approval. 

4. The Court coucur in your explanation of the term “ Extraordinary ” as 
distinguished from the Ordinary ** expenses of the forces, military and naval, 
employed on the expedition ; on the understanding that, in the event of troops 
being sent from this country or from the colonics, or being raised in India in 
consequence of the service in question, all the expenses of those troops shall be 
regarded as an “ Extraordinary ” charge. 

We have, &.c. 

(signed) W. H. Sykes. 

Ross D. Mangles. 


The Assistant Secretary of the India Board to the Assistant Secretary 

of the Treasury. 

Sir, India Board, 22 December 1856. 

With reference to your letter of the 2d instant, I am directed by the Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India, to request that you will lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a letter, dated 
the 18th instant, which the President of this Board has received from the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company, as to the payment of 
the expenses caused by the expedition ordered from India to the Persian Gulf. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) tVm. Leach. 



COPY of the CoaaxsPOHOtiiCB showing the 



Under 1 ox. 



GUANO. 


RETURN to an Address of Honourable Tho House of Commons^ 
dated 24 J uly 1 656 


** COPIES or Extracts of Corrrspondemcb with the Colonial OfBcc, 
respecting a Grant made by the Crown to raise and take away 
Guano from the Islands of Jibleea, Uuskie, and Ghtorzoady on the 
South Coast oi Arabia i and, of the Licence under which the Grant 
has been made.'* > 


Colonial Office,! 
5 June 1 807. J 


C. FORTES CUE 


(6Yr ^Tam^s JDulieJ) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
8 June 1 857* 
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SCHEDULE. 


NUMBER 

IN 

SERICS. 

1 

FROM WHOM* 

DATS. 

ft 

SUBJECT. 

FAG£. 

1 

£. Hammond, £sq., to 
H. Merivale, Esq. 
(Extract.) 

1854: 

13 October - 

Enclosing Correspondence relative to the Cession of 
the Kooria Mooria Islands to Her Majesty • 

1 


£. Hammond, Esq., to 
n. Merivale, Esq. 
(Extract.) 

1 

1855: 

18 December - 

Captain Fremantle's Report of his Survey of the 
Uuano on the Kooria Mooria Islands* Letters 
from the Board of Trade and Captain Ord, relative 
to the grant of a Lease of the Islands to him for 
Five Years, and to the amount of Royalty to be paid 
on the Guano exported . « - • - 

8 

n 

IL Merivale, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

22 December - 

Expressing Mr. Labouchere's concurrence in the terms 
on which it is proposed to grant the Lease to Captain 
Ord. Instructions sent to the Emigration Commis- 
sioners to prepare the Lease • « - * • 

IG 

4 

H. Merivale, Esq., to the 
Land and Emigration 
Commissioners. 

22 December • 

Instructions to prepare the Draft of the Lease to 
Captain Ord 

10 

5 

The Land and Emigration 
Commissioners to 11. 
Merivale, Esq. 

1850: 

18 January • 

Enclosing the Draft of an Indenture which has been 
prepared for granting fo Captain Ord and his pro- 
loosed Co-licencees tlie exclusive right for five years 
of taking Guano from the three Islands on certain 
terms. Cantain Ord's assent to tlio proposed terms 
notified, ana the names of his sureties given - 

17 

0 

E. Hammond, Esq., to 
H. Merivale, Esq. 

1 Februaiy - 

Enclosing a Letter from Captain Ord, stating that 
arrangements for the dispatch of a Vessel have been 
made, and requesting to know when the Licence will 
be ready for nim - - 

10 

7 

0 - 

H. Merivale, Esq., to Sir 
C. E. Trevelyan. 

2 February - 

Transmitting the above Correspondence and Draft of 
Licence proposed to be granted to Captain Ord, and 
requesting tnat the Solicitor to the Treasury may he 
instructed to take steps for the final preparation and 
execution of the necessary Instruments - • - 

19 

8 

Merivale, Esq., to 
<he Secretary to the 
Admiralty. 

2 February • 

Transmitting the above Correspondence, and offering 
suggestions ns to the steps to be taken to protect the 
Natives, and for levying the Royalty on the Guano 
exported ; and for protecting Captain Ord’s interests 
at the Islands 

20 

0 

H. Merivale, Esq., to £. 
Hammond, Esq. 

2 February - 

Enclosing the previous Correspondence, and stating 
what arrangements have been made for carrying out 
the grant to Captain Ord • • • « • 

20 

10 

H. Merivale, Esq., to Sir 
Emerson Tcnnent. 

1 

2 February • 

i 

Detailing the steps that have been taken - 

21 









[ iii J 


HUMBEB 

IN 

BBBISB* 

FROM WHOM. 

DATE. 

BITBJECT. 

« 

11 

J. Ord, Esq., to the Eight 
Hon. H*Liibottob9re, m.p. 

i 

1856; 

2 February - 

Stating that the arrangements for the dispatch of a 
Ship are completetl, and requesting to know when 
his Licence will be ready - • . • . 

12 

1 

B. Osborne, Esq., m. p.,to 
H. Merivale^ Esq. 

6 February - 

Relative to the amount of Protection which can be 
afforded by Her Majesty’s Ships of War at the 
Islands 

13 

E. Hammond, Esq., to 
H. hllrivale, Esq. 

6 February - 

Expressing Lord Clarendon's concurrence in Mr. 
Laboucbere's opinion expressed in the above Letter 
of 2 February, No. 7 in series - - - . 

14 

n. Merivale, Ebo., to J. 
Ord, Esq. 

6 February - 

St^s which have been taken for the execution of his 
Licence, and referring him to the Treasury for fiur* 
ther information in the matter .... 

15 

H, Merivale, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

6 February - 

Stating the nature of the Answer which has been given 
to Captain Ord, in reference to the preparation 
of his Licence 

16 

E. Hammond, Esq., to J. 
Ord, Esq, 

6 February - 

Stating that the Solicitor to the Treasury has been 
instructed to see to the proper execution of his 
Licence without delay 

17 

H. Merivale, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

15 February - 

Enclosing ilie Letter from the Admiralty relative to the 
amount of Protection to be afforded at the Islands by 
Her Majesty's Ships 

18 

* 

E. Flammond, Esq., to J • 
Ord, Esq. 

22 February • 

Informing him of the nature of the Orders riven by 
the Adininilty in reference to the amount of Protec- 
tion to be afforded by Her Majesty's Ships at the 
Islands - - - - - - 

19 

J. B. Wathen, Esq., to the 
Right Hon. II. Labou- 
chore, m.p. 

29 February • 

Requesting to be furnished with a copy of the original 
Heed of Cession of these Islands to Great Britain - 

20 

H. Merivale, Esq., to J. B. 
Wathen, Esq. 

8 March 

Transmitting a copy of the Deed, as requested - 

» 

21 

J . Ord, Esq., to E. Ham- j 
mond, Esq. 

(Extract.) 

0 March 

Acknowledging the Letter on the subject of the Pro- 
tection to be afforded him, and stating Arrangements 
he has made ...... 

22 

E. Hammond, Esq., to the 
Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty. 

13 March 

Stating that his Letter of 6 February (No. 12 in series), 
has been communicated to Captain Ord, and sug- 
gesting that a Ship should visit the Islands ailer the 
stormy weather ceases 

23 

T. Phinn, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

15 March 

IV 

tv 

Stating that it is very unusual for a Ship of Her Ma- 
iesty^s Navy to be employed on that part of the 
station that is visited by the vessels of the East India 
Company 

24 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, to 
H. Merivale, Esq. 

24 Mai*ch 

Enclosing a Letter from the Solicitor to the Treasury, 
transmitting an Indenture of Licence for grwtmg 
the proposed Privileges h* Captain ()rd, and a Bond 
for the duo performance of the conditions imposed by 
tiie Indenture 
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PAQB. 

21 

22 

22 

22 

23 

23 

23 

23 

24 

24 

25 

26 

27 

27 


(cantinued) 






I f* } 


I* 


yVMBBR 

IN 

B£RI£$. 

FROM WU0M« 

tt 

DATJS. 

eVBJECt. 

PAGE. 

25 

E. Hammond, Esq., to Sir 
Qoorge Clerk, 

1 

1856: 

29 March 

Communicating the substance of Mr. Phinn’s Letter of 
1.5 March ( No. 23 in scries), in referetipe,to the Pro- 
1 tection to be afforded to Captain Ord, and suggesting 
that, if not inconvenient, a vessel of the East India 
Company should visit the Islands at the time menr- , 
tioried by him 

30 

26 

'r. F. Elliot* Esq., to Sir 
C. E. Trevelyan. 

5 April 

Helativo to the steps to be taken for having the 
Royalty on the Quano assessed and collected at the 
ports of discharge - - - • 

80 

27 

T. F, Elliot, Esq., to 
E. Hammond, Esq, 

6 April - 

Stating that arrangements have been made that the 
Royalty on the Guano shall be assessed and coN 
lected at the ports of discharge in this country 

80 

■ 28 

Sir George Clerk to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

11 April 

* 

Stating that Instructions* will be sent to the Govern*' 
ment of Bombay in order that one of the vessels of 
the Indian Navy may visit the Islands, as sug- 
gested by Captain Ord 

81 

29 

£. Hammond, Efiq., to J . 
Ord, Esq. 

14 April 

Informing him that the India Board have issued the 
above Instructions 

81 

90 

J. Ord, Esq., to E. Ham- 
mond, Esq. 

26 April 

Tendering his thanks for the Protection to be afforded, 
stating that lie has chartered two Ships, and made 
arrangements for his own Departure . - . 

31 

31 

E. Hammond, Esq., to 
H. Men vale, Esq. 

80 April 

Instructions to Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar in 
regard to the Royalty to be collected on tho Guano 

88, 

32 

T. F, Elliot, Esq., to 
E» Hammond, Esq. 

14 May 

' 

Expressing Mr. Laboucliere’s concurrence in the terms 
of the instructions to be sent to Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Zanzibar • * 

82 

33 

.. » • « • 

* 

16 July 

1 

Notice published in the London Gazette” of the 15th 
July 1866 

33 
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♦ 


COPIES or Extracts of Correspondence with the Colonial Office, 


respecting a Grant made by the Crown to raise and take away Guano 
from the Islands oi\ Jibleea, Huskie, and Ghwrzoad, on the South Coast 



Extract of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Merivale, Esq. ; dated 
Foreign, Office, 13 October 1854. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of Secretary Sir. George Grey, the correspondence relating to the 
subject of the cession of the Kooria Mooria Islands to Her Majesty. 


£. H&nimondy Esf • 
fctt U* Merivale, 
Esq. 

13 October 1834. 


Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 


Chambers, 25, York Place, Edinburgh, 
My Lord, 20 August 1853. 

I HAVE since the interview with which your Lordsliip honoured me on Friday, in reference 
to the newly discovered deposits of guano, &c., consulted with the discoverer and the other 
two gentlemen connected with the matter, explained to them the wishes of your Lordship 
as to CQinummcnting the nnmes and other particulars of the islands (such communication 
being made only to yonr Lordship and their l^ordships the heads of the Government con- 
fidentially), an<l I uni now authorised to say that the discoverer will be ready to attend your 
Lordship wltli his cliarts, &c., and give every information in his power. For that purpose 
he will be in London on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of ne.\t week (25th, 26th, and 27th 
August), and will be ready to attend your Lordshij) at any time your Lordship s convenience 
will permit. 

- These days have been named to allow me to hear from your Lordship in answer to this 
letter, and also to allows time to the discoverer to make his arningemcnta to leave England 
for the islands on the 4th Sejnember. 

I may inform your Lordship that there is a croup of six islands, and that three of them 
are within 21 miles from tlie mainland,* while the other three arc beyond that distance. 
The three islands within the 2 1 miles belong to the native Rajah of the mainland, and two 
of the islands beyond that distance arc inhabited hy 20 or 30 fisliennon, who are slaves of 
the Knjah, for whose benefit tlicy supply fish and brackish water to any ships which may 
pass near the islands. The third island beyond the 21 miles is that visited and examined by 
('aptain Ord, and on which tlie deposits of guano are to be found. So far as this island is 
concerned, we do not know that it belongs to any power, unices the proceedings adopted by 
Captain Ord on his discovering the guano have not placed it under the British Government. 

Captain Ord has no doubt whatever but that the other islands contain large deposits of 
guano, and that the power to remove tlmt guano could with ease be procured by purchase or 


Enel. If in No. 1 % 


payment of yearly rent secured to the Rajah. 
Your Lordshij) will thus observe that th 


the five Islands arc the property of a native Rajah, 
while the sixth may, for anything known to the contrary, belong to the British Govenunent, 
and though the islands may be all perfectly well known as islands, they are not known as con- 
taining valuable deposits of guano. The discovery of this fact is a valuable discovery, and, 
with submission, I pitess it upon your Lordshiji’s consideration as involving a clear subject 
for protection and assistance to the discoverer. 

The object of the discoverer, as 1 endeavoured to explain to ytiur Lordship, is to procure 
from the British Government a promise, that if the island!^, or any of them, are under their 

power 


* ue. The southern coast of Arabia, or £| Hadramant. (Sec Diffusion vf Useful Knowledge 
Maps— sheet Arabia.) 

82 — Ses8. 2. A 





2 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING A GRANT BY THE CROWN 

E >wcr and control, he shall have a lease thereof, and permission to remorc therefrom for Great 
ritain the guano and other productt< natural and mineral, on payment of such royalty as the 
Goveruinent may arrange. The discoverer will bind himsdf to supply the guano, after 
defraying all expenses, at a*profit to himself of such sum per ton as may be thought reason* 
able, say at 30«. per ton. 

As your Lordship expressed the wish of the Government to do all in their power to pro- 
mote Britisli enterprise and to benefit the fitrmer, widiout creating a second monopoly, 1 would 
respectfully submit that the discoverer’s prc^iosal as to price would meet efiTeetualfy prevent 
such an occurrence. , 

The next purpose of the discoverer, iis to procure from Govermnent such asdstnn^e, by 
letters to the Consul at Aden and the Admihd on the station, as would enable Captain Ord 
to ])roceed to the native Hnjah, and by negotiation procure a right to those islands which 
belong to him. This would be of immense importance, and could be accomplished by your 
Lordshiji’s orders to the Admiral to furnish Cnptiun Ord with one of the many vessels of war 
.at his command to make the necessary voyage, if ho should find it necessary and advisable to 
make such a request to the Admiral. 

At a time when the agricultural world is rapidly progressing in improvement, the opening 
up and etfectual command of Captain Ord’s discovery must be of incalculable benefit, and 
I firmly believe must be viewed with interest by your Lordship Und the other able heiids of 
Government, and J earne-stly hoj)e that your Lordship ma)' be pleased to grant to Captain 
Ord the assistance he solicits from your Loniship. 

I have, Sic. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon. (signed) Jamex Bell, 

&C. &C. Sic. « 


Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

End. 5 , in No, i. Foreign Office, 26 August 185.3. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon, who returned yesterday evening from the country, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20 th instant, respecting certain guano islands 
in the Eastern Seas. 

Lord Clarendon is unable to make any distinct reply to your observations respecting the 
• right of property in on,' of the islands in question until he shall have been informed what 
the several islands are, and where, precisely, they are situated. It would, however, apjwar, 
prinnt facie, as if the island designateil by you as the third island could not properly be 
claimed on the grounds suggested by you, as belonging to Great Britain. 

1 am to state to you that Lord Clarendon will be no party to any measure which would 
create a monopoly in guano, or unduly raise the price of that most important article, !Uid he 
. must also decline any responsibility on the part of Her Majesty’s Government respecting 
the matter treated of by you until it shall have been demonstrated to him that any of the 
islands in question belong to Great Britain. 

With these provisoes, Lord Clarendon is quite ready to aid the enterprise of Captain Ord 
in any way which jiroperly comes within his L >rdship’s province. I should, however, 
inform you, that the British auT^irtty ait Aden depends on the India Board, and not on the 
Foreign Ollice, and that applieatjlini ibr a passage f»r Cajitain Ord in a ship of war should 
be addressed either to that Board or to the Admiralty, as Lord Clarendon possesses no control 
over the naval forces in the Indian Seas. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. James Bell. (signed) U, U. Addincftm, 


Enclosure 3, in No. 1 . 

Chambers, 25, York-place, Edinburgh, 

End. 3 ; in No. i. My Lord, 29 August 1853. 

1 HAD the honour on Saturday to receive your T^ordship's communicaUon to me of the 
26th in reference to tlie newly discovered deposits of guano, and in answer thereto, 1 l>eg to 
repeat that whenever it will suit ymir Lordship’s convenience Captain Ord will attend your 
Lordship, and show the islands he refers to, Capttiin Ord leaves England on the 4th 
proximo, and I sincerely hope he will take with lum your Lordsj^ip’s asnstanoe and autho* 
rity, so &r as your Lordship has power to grant. 

1 wait your Lordship’s order to attend, along with Captain Ord, upon your Lordship at 
the Foreign Office. 

When ^our Lordship did me the honour to see me before, I explained that ftiere was 
not the slightest intention to create a second monopoly in guano ; on the contrary, our solo 
wish is to secure the deposits for this country, under siudi arrangement as, while the farmer 
will have cheap guano, the private speouktors may have a fide ond.ieosbnsjble profit, 

1 have addressed Sir James Graham on the subject of a jiassage for Captain Ord in a 
vessel of war. 

Z have, &c. 

(rigned) James BeS. 


The Right Hon. tS s Earl of Clarendon. 
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Enclosure 4, in N6.1. 

■* 

Lilherltmd, near Liveri>ool> 

My Lord, 13 October Isp. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship o& the 24tli ultimo, giving some turthcr in- 
formation respecting the guano islands. 

1 abould have proceeded by the mail of the 4th instant for Aden, but .T have anxiously 
awaited your Lordship’s pleasure in the matter, and so soon ^ the pressure of more im- 
portant business will ]>ermit, I shall hoj^>e to be honoured with a communication from your 
Lordship. 

I have reason to believe that there are parties who already form a guano monopoly, who 
would be glad to purchase any information from me, but I pledge my honour to your Lord- 
ship that ho offer shall tempt me, us 1 distinctly promised your Lordship that there should 
be no monopoly in the matter. 

• I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon, (signed) Jno. Ord. 

&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure 5, iu No. 1. 

The Queen’s Hotel, St. Martin’s le Grand, 
My Lord, 22 November 1853. 

Since I haU the honour of an interview with your Lordship respecting the guano Islands 
in the Indian Ocean, I have laid the matter before a firm engaged in the East India tra<)c 
at liombay, who ieel disposed to give me all the assistance I require, provided that I can 
prove to them that my interest as the discoverer of the guano will oe pr itected by the 
British Government, and tliat 1 shall have their aid in negotiating for and obtaining unmo- 
lested possession of the Islands, witli a clear understanding, of course, that there is not to be 
any monopoly iu the matter beyond reasonable remuneration. 

As your Lordship was pleased to state this much in the interview above referrcil to, it 
would greatly oblige if you would enable me to give them the reasonable satisfaction re- 
quired, and I shall tlien beg leave to lay before your Lordship the mode of my procedure in 
the matter, and to state when I sliould likely l>e at the islands to meet an officer of the 
British Gbvennncnt, for the purposes before suggested by your Lordship and Sir James 
Graiuiin. 

] have, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon. (signed) t/ww. Ord. 


Enclosure C, in No. 1. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 2r> November 1853. 

L(vrd Ceakendon desires me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d 
inst., requesting his Lordship to give you an assurance that your interc-t as the discoverer 
of* certain guano islands will be protected by the British Government, in older to enable 
you to satisfy a firm engaged in the East India trade at Bombay, which, on this condition, 
is preiiared to give you the assistance you require to enable you to carry out your views 
wdth regard to the islands. 

In reply, Lord Clarendon desires me to state to you that he can give you no further 
assurance in the matter, and that he can only rejicat the coudithm^ ofi'ered to you by Sir 
«T. Graliam on the 28th ultimo, viz., that you might either go out as an individual, without 
the sanction and authority of the Government, and run fdl risks of failure, or that you 
should meet a ship of war, to be sent out by the Government, and aid the officer in command 
in negotiating to obtain possession of the islands in tlie name of the Queen, ujion terms 
to be hereafter regulated by his instructions. 

In the first place, your risk would be great and your efaauce of profit diminished by law- 
less intrusion, wliich you would find it diifioult to resist. 

In the latter case, the profits might be less, but they would be regular and certain, and the 
British flag openly hoisted w^ould lie your security. 

But in either case, that Her Majest/a Government could allow of no monopoly witli 
regard to the islands in question. ' * v; 

T am, &c. 

Captain Ord. (signed) Wodehoujie, 


A 2 


End. 4, iu No. l* 


End, 5, in No. i. 


End. G; in No* 
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* ^ Enclosure 7, in No. 1 . 

End. 7 , in No. ]. Extract of Letter from Lord fVodehouge to tjie Secretary to the Admiralty^ dated 

Foreign Office* 14 February 1854. 

** You will be aware that several verbal communications have recently taken place between 
the Karl of Clarendon and Sir James Graham on the subject of certain islands in the Bay of 
‘ Koorir Moorio^’ bdng off the southern coast of Arabia* or El Hadrainant* \%hlch are sup* 
posed to oe rich in guano ; Aii|d that the result of those communications has been an arrange- 
ment* by which Captain Stephen Fremantle* of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Juno,’ is to proceed 
* to the islands in question, before he assumes his station on the coast of Australiit. , 

I am accordingly directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that you will lay before 
the First Lord of the Admiralty the following suggestions, to serve as a basis for the instruc- 
tions to be given to Captain Fremantle* to enable him to carry out with tlie beftt effect the 
commission with which he is to be charged. 

** As yet the fiict of the existence of guano in any quantity in the Kooria Mooria Islands is 
but imperfectly ascertained, nor has the quality of the guano which has been discovered 
been properly tested. The lord panunountship or proprietorship of the islands is also as yet 
a matter of uncertainty. These points Captain Fremantle will have to investigate, and, 
having satisfied himselt on them, he will then have to endeavour to obtain a cession of the 
islands, either in whole or in part, to the British Crown. 

For the accoiiii)Iishmcnt of tlie^ objects, it appears to Lord Clarendon that Captain 
Fremantle, who, as already determined, will tjiko out with him Mr* Old, of the merchant 
service, on the faith of whose investirations and reports the expedition is undertaken, should 
in the first instance proceed to Zanzitmr, and there ascertain fmm Major Ilamerton, Her 
Majesty’s Consul in the dominions of the Imaum of Muscat, what information he lias collected 
respecting the Kooria Mooria Islands* as directed in a despatch which was addressed to him 
by Lord Clarendon on the 20th of September of last year. 

If it should turn out that the islands either positively belong to, or are, with a good show 
or right, claimed by, the Irnaum, Captain Fremantle would, in that case* assisted by Major 
Hamerton, have to ascertain whether the Imaum would be disposed to cede them in whole 
or in part to Great Britain. 

If the Imaum, as rightful sovereign of the islands, should declare himself disposed to 
cede them to Great Britain, Captain Fremantle might at once accept the cession. 

Captain Fremantle would proceed, with Mr. Ord on board, and also, if’ necessary, with 
either Major Hamerton, or an interpreter, to the islands, and thoroughly examine them, both 
with reference to their value as dejiosits of guano, and also as a link in the chain of naval 
posts between our Incliau possessions and Suez. 

** Captiun Fremantle would also, if necessary, procure through the aid of Mmor Hamerton, 
a pilot well acquainted with the Arabian coast, and especially with the Bay of Kooria Mooria, 
and would take him with the expedition. 

Wlien Ca[)tain Fremantle unlives at the Kooria Mooria Islands, it will be necessary that 
he should closely survey theiii? and also that he should minutely investigate the 

deposits of guano said or suppos^l to exist in them. For this investigation Mr. Ord will, of 
course, serve at tlie outset as his best guide, since from Mr. Ord our principal information as 
to the guano therein existing is derived. 

‘^'The quality of the guano should also be tested as accurately as may bo practicable, and 
^ compared with samples of the best Peruvian guano, which Captain Fremantle might take 

out with him. 

In the event of the Imaum of Muscat disclaiming any title to the Kooria Mooria Islands, 
Captain Fremantle should, in Lord Clarendon’s opinion, still proceed as above recommended 
from Zanzibar to the islands, and after examining them, and ascertaining both their nautical 
and commercial value, he should by means of an interpreter obtain as accurate information 
as might be procurable from the inhabitants, or from any other sources within reach, as to 
the lordship and ownership of them ; and he should then place himself in personal com- 
munication^ with that chief or proprietor, and make \\dth him such terms as might be 
practicable for their cession to the Cro^vn of Great Britain. 

** A regular written contract of cession, and transfer properly signed and sealed ought* 
however, to bo obtained from the Arabian Bajah or Chief, who might be found to be the 
owner by right or usance of the said islands. 

** Afber having accomplished his mission with respect to the Kooria Mooria Islands, 
Captain Freroanue should* in Lord Clarendon’s opinion, proceed to Bombay* and com- 
municate to the Governor all he had done* and if expedient* request the Governor, until 
further instructions i^ould reach him from the India Board, to send occasionally one of the 
vessels of the Bombay marine to watch tlie islands or island now become the property of the 
Britudi Crown> in Order to keep off interlopers.” 
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Enclosure 8, in No. 1. 

Extract of Despatch from Captain Fremantle to the Earrof Clareftdon. 8 in No i 

' ^ ^ Her Majesty’s Ship * Juno/ at Muscat, 18 July 1854. 

In the execution of your instructions respecting the Kooria Mooria Islands, I beg leave 
to inform you that I arrived at Zanzibar on the 20 th June, and was disappointed to find 
that the Imaum was absent visiting his dominions at Muscat. 

** Having consulted with Major Hamertdh, it was agreed that any reference to the 
Imaum’s son, who was administering the government, would be fruitless ; I therefore con- 
fined myself to engaging an interpreter, a resfjectable Aral? in the service of the Imaum* who 
was furnished to me most readily by the Imaum s son- Major Hamerton confidoct to me 
all the information regarding the islands wliich he had gathered, and gave me such advice 
and instruction on all points likely to arise ia conducting transactions with the natives of 
these countries as his experience and thoroiigli knowledge of their character could suggest. 

He wotlld gladly have accompanied me in the ‘ Juno ’ had there been any urgent necessity 
for such a step, but in the absence of the Imaum he considered it incxpedierit to quit 
Zanzibar. 

Major Hamerton provided me with a letter in Arabic from himself to the Imaum, explain- 
ing the nature of my requisition, and reejuesting him to aid me in every way within his 
power; and I loft Zanzibar on the 25th June with the intention of proceeding to the islands 
and of carrying out tlic investigation of them. 

A strong and fiery monsoon run US' n[) in eight days, and at daylight on the 3d of July we 
made Ca]»c Noos, the south-west point of Koorin Mooria Bay. Shortly afferuards passing 
Haski, which is the wcathennost island of the group, and which is not a mile in widlli, the 
squalls came off very sharply, and the sea was scarcely broken by such a small body of‘ rock. 

The swell rolled round on both sides, making a heavy surf on the rocks. There was no 
beach, and all landing, or even lowering a boat, in such weather was out of the question. 

There were quantities of birds on the island, and the guan<» was very consjncuouB. 

I therefore stood on to the next island ^Soda,’ which is three miles in width, sufficient, 
it might be expected, to aftbrd shelter ; but when under the lee of the high land the scjualls 
were furious and without intermission, knocking up the spray like a whirlwind, and with such 
force ns to endanger the springing of the lower yards, although we passed this island under 
treble-reefed to[)sailB and the courses furled. There was no hope of effecting a landing on 
this island, nor would it have been safe or prudent to have anchored in so wild a spot at tins 
season. Wc could distinguish no guano or birds, but the natives of Helaaneea assured us 
that it was much frequented by them and contained u large f}uantitv ^j^i'this manure. 

“The next island w’as Helaaneea, which is seven miles iji length, the whole eA|>oscd to 
the direction of the monsoon. Having passed the high bluff*, the squalls came down very 
heavy, and I was (»bligcd to work up to the anchorage under close-reefed topsails and reefed 
Courses. We anchored about a mile from the shore; it blew a fresh gale all the time wc wTre 
there, with a rolling swell c(nitiTiuously coming round the point. A heavy surf on the beach, 
and the landing difficult everywhere, except in a sandy cove which was pointed out to us by 
the natives. On the following rm^rniiig (July 4th) I landed wdtli Mr. Ord and the x4.rab 
interpreter. Four natives were sitting upon a rcKjk and gave us a friendly greeting ; one of 
them swam off to the boat and directed us tx) the best landing-place. 

“ At this part of the island there were living ton people, four men, three women, and three 
children ; tliey have no liuts, scarcely any clothes, and subsist entirely upon fish. They dw’ell 
in the clefts of the rocks, which have no furniture whatever except a mat or two. 'I'hey have 
no boats ; they cannot reader write ; they have no idea of time, dates, or even their own ages. 

They mercly keep account of the mooivs age and revolution for religious purposes, as they 
are staunch Mohammedans. They speak and understand Arabic, and have also a language 
of their own, not intelligible to my interpreter. They smoke tobacco, and are ciqiital 
swimmers. They xvere all born on tlie island, and although the men sometimes go to 
Muscat, or Zanzibar, and even Bombay, their tenacity of home is invincible. One man, in 
reply to a question from me, said, ‘ It is our iioinc, and as long as there is a fish to be caught 
on the island we prefer it to all the comforts and luxuries of any other spot in the world.' 

** Finding that there w’crc more peoide at the opposite side of the island, and having tra- 
versed all the north-east part without observing the least indication of guano, I determined 
to undertake a walk to the other end, to prosecute the search, and to corroborate the infor- 
mation which I had obtained from these people. When they were first asked to guide ua 
across, they endeavoured to dissuade us, pointing out tlie arduous task it would be, the 
Rcclivities we should have to encounter, the length of time it would occupy, and the absence 
of water or any provision on the way. Although wo afterwards found their information to 
be false and exaggerated, 1 mu.st in justice say, that, with this exception, I found them per- 
fectly honest in all other resiiccts. At length, seeing I was bent upon the attempt, and 
having gaiiied their goodwill by a present of biscuit, duck, and tobacco, tv\o young men 
became agreeable to the proposal, and on the 5 th I sOt o|r with a party of a dozen oiBcerSi 
all carrying their own provisions and water. Wc left the cove at 2.30 p.m., with the ther- 
mometer at 87®, and we accomplished the journey in four hours and a half. There were 
only six or eight people at this place, whose mode of life was ^ecisely the same as that 
wmch wo W witnessed before^ They were timid and suspicious of us at first, and earnestly 
implored the interpreter for assurance" that we would do them no injury. They were soon 
inspired with partial, and eventually with thorough confidence* The poor people had some 
82 — Sees. 2. A3 rcawn 
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reason for distrust^ for not very long [^tnO nomad tribes came over from the main land in 
canoeSji and stole awaj^ three or four of their children. The result of my inquiries as to the 
proprictoi'ship of the islands and other matters may be summed up as follows, and there \rae 
no contradictiou on the part, of those I oomoiunicated with : 

** They look up to and acknowledge the Imaum of Muscat as their chief and sovereign, to 
whom oil the coast accent belongs ; but a person of the name of Ali Bin Hammad, for- 
merly of Saahout, near Morbat, now resident and in business at Muscat, has some infiuehce 
amongst them. He receives them whenever any of them go to Muscati enteruins them gratis, 
and gives them rice and clothes, exacts nothing, and is uniformly kind. It does not appear 
that he claims any proprietorship or authoritj^ over them, and on this point I was Very cate- 
gorical. Having hunself touched at the island, he is nuare of their abject poverty and 
need of assistance, and seems merely to take a charitable interest in their behalf. He also 
mediates for them with the Imaum, anil obtains occasionally from him ])rcsents of rice, dates, 

‘ or sugar. 

A j>apcr was shown to me by one of the elder men, which the interpreter declared to be a 
document duly signed by the Imaum's brother-in-law, requiring all people who come to the 
island to treat the natives kindly, and not to molest them, under pain of the displ&sure of 
his Highness ; a strong argument that the Imaum has legitimate sovereignty over the group. 

During the fine season, or north-east monsoon (from October to Marcli), the Dow’S call in, 
incidentally, in thoir transit lietAVcen Arabia and Africa, barter a few supplies for dried fish, 
and obtain a little water, which is scarce and rather bnickish. Fishermen also come off at 
this season from the main land and fish at all the islands ; but during the south-west mon- 
soon no vessels touch there, as all landing at any of the islands, except in the cove already 
alluded to, is impracticable and anchorage very precariMjlls. 

“ They appear to know little or nothing of wnat goes on at the other islands. They said 
that a vessel had loaded with earth (?) at Jibleea last year, and w^as going on to the Mauritius. 
They infonned us that no birds fi'equented Helaancca, but that they were very numerous 
and laid their eggs on all the other islands, particularly Soda, which was formerly inhabited, 
but has been abandmied about 30 years, judging from the age of a man vi-ho said he was 
brought away when he was quite a child. They inentioneil instances of vessels having been 
recently w’recked on some of the isLands, which is highly probable from the prevailing misty 
state of the atmosphere and the violence of the monsoon ; but ns to coming to anj’tlung like 
dates, it was quite hopeless. 

** European vessels very foklom stop at ITclaancea. The total number of inhabitants was 
said to be 23. There arc a goats, wdiich, like their owmers, subsist principally upon dried 
fisli. There is not a tree on the whole island, and the few shrubs are parched up, and very scarce. 

Having reconnoitered the ground in the lUfighbourhood and around, without finding 
any vestige of guaii#, and recruited ourselves fmm the fatigue of the previous day, wg 
set off on our return at 4 p.m., it bedng too hot for mid-day travelling, and we again per- 
formed the distance in foui and a half hours. 

‘‘ Thus having overrun nearly the w hole island, and fallen in wdth nothing but a succession 
of barren hills composed of granite and limestone, with strata of quartz here and there* 
difficult of access, and destitute of guano, and having sifted the inhabitants, as far as I was 
able, as to the rightful ow'i;cr of the islands, I had no olyect in remaining anj^ longer. I 
therefore determined to proceed to Jibleea, the leewardmost island, and the one which 
Air. Oi'd had visited, and upon sanguine expectations were founded which 

prompted him to apply to your l^drdfynp. Having conciliated the poor jirimitive natives 
with further presents of tobacco, razors, and sugar, &c., I accordingly sailed on the 9th, 
and passed to w’ind%vard of Jibleea, making nearly a circuit of the island, which has not 
luucli more than a mile of extent to resist the swell from the Indian Ocean. Having luffed 
up under the ke side, and sailed along, I found that the prospect of landing was worse than at 
any of the previous ones. The squalls were very severe, coming in violent gusts everjr five 
minutes ; a long swell set in round each extremity of the land. Anchorage, with no shelter 
and rocky bottom, would have l)een unsafe, and I was quite satisfied that to attempt any 
operation under such untoward circumstances w'ould have been most h^izardous to the 
lives of those employed. The appearance of the ground favoured the repf3rt which Air. Ord 
had made of this spot, yet we did not see many sea-fmvl on it. 

** I had now’ no alternative but to relinquish for the present iny examinatioi) of these 
islands, and I resolved to proceed at once to Muscat, to make my application to the 
Imaum, and to settle, if possible, with him the question of proprietorship and oeasion, 
reserving the survey and inspection of the deposits till I returned to plant the British flag. 

! arrived at Muscat on the night of the 11th instant, and on the morning of the t2tb, 
having previously exclianged salutes w ith the fort, I waited ui>on hie Highness the Imaum, 
and delivered to him Major Hamerton's letter, making known to him at the same time 
verbally the purport of my mission. He received me with marked attention, and with 
that courtesy and affability of manner which characterises his intercourse with Enriish 
people. To show his eagcme/te to give a prompt reply to any commuhication from ller 
Majesty's Government, «ter a 'short interval he causra the room to be cleared and read 
Major Ifamerton’s letter. He did not hesitate a minute to return an answer, which was an 
affirmative in the fullest sense, delivered in language most modest in all that concerned Wm- 
self*, and most flattering in all that related to Her Majesty ami Her Governmeiit. He 
seemed rejoiced to have in Ids power the means of conferring tlm smalleBt obligation on a 
nation for whose frieadblVip he entertained mdeb respect, and bn whose alliance nc attadhed 
so great a value. 

^ It 
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It would be fmitlese (^s it is eupeviRtu^us) to recgpitulste aU the gracious and compli- 
mentary expressions which he mad© use of^ It will be sufficient to state that he concluded 
by saying, Oiat if Her Majesty required i^ny other ppjpticn, or the whole of] his dominions, 
whether in Arabia or Africa, he shduM be equally cheerfittl to surrender them into her hands. 

He solemnly protested that no other person had any right or title over the islands but 
himseir, and desired me to rest perfectly satisfied onl that ©cor© ; indeed, from all I Imve seen 
and: heard, th© evidence in his favour is so conclusive tlmt I have not thought it advisable 
tp see A)i 'Bin Hammad (already alluded to), or, in fact, to seek for any further infoimution 
ob'tfae^,p«>lnt. ■ ■ ■ ■ , 

^ Oft the 13th his Highness entertained myself and all the officers of the • Juno’ at a banquet, 
and oft the 15th he appoiilted me to see him for the pihvioa© erf presenting to me the docu- 
ment whereby ibe islands are transferred to the British Crown. It w’as made out in 
triplicate ; the original was given to me, another copy (likewise bearing the vseal and rig- 
nature of his Highness) he is to forward to Major Ilamerton, and the thircl he is to keep* 
himself. I enclose a copy of the original in Arabic? the original itself shall be transmitted 
toyemr lordship when the * Juno’ reaches Bombay^ as I do not feel entire confidence in the 
opportuifities w'liich offer fi'oni this place of forwarding mails. I subjoin a translation, the 
best I could arrive at, for although the Arab who has been with me ns interpreter, and who 
has cpndiictcd this matter for me very faithfully and zealously, is an intelligent man and 
speaks English sufficiently wt-ll tor all common puqioses, he was completely out of his depth 
when he and to deni with eo formal an instrument* it Was with the greatest diffieully 
1 could get him to ctunprchcnd the riiiture of the deed I wanted, and when the luiaun sent 
lus draft for my perusah he apjicared equally at a loss to understand the tenns set down 
in his own language, and quite iiicapalde of rendering them into EiigHslj. I trust, however, 
it will be found to bo valid and conclusive. 

It irt now iny intention to return to Helaaneea and take formal possoKsion of tlie islaruls 
in the name of Her Majesty, and, as the monsotm relaxes its strength, to seize the earliest 
opportunity of cxaniining those islands which contain the guano, for as yet we have 

ascertained no other corrohonition of Mr. Ord « statements tlian tliat afforded Ly the oral 

testimony of the inhabitniits of Helaaneea> and although the cession of the islands is 
secured, the actual object of this expedition remains to be accomidished. 

From the information 1 have collected here, it appears that between the middle and the 
end of Aimust tlie weather may be expected to moderate. It will probably take me three 
weeks to befit back to Helauneea against the monsoon, bo that 1 may reasonably ho[)C 
that I may be able to commence operations shortly after my arrival. 

** 1 ]m)pose erecting a flagfetatt* Ht Helafiiicea, ami appoiutiug, at some trilling salary, two 
of the natives jointly to take cliarge of it, and to leave with them a Union flag/Avlilch 

they will be inkrueted to display on the arrival of any vessel. Tl|cse men will Ixt fiir- 

nislicd with a cojiy of tlie In.aum’s document in Ambic, in Englisli, and in FrencSi, and 
they will be desired to produce this to any parties who way touch there. 

I shall also deliver to them a written authority to prove that they are in the pay and 
employ of the British (juvemnieiit, giring them ime year’s salary in advance^ say eight or 
ten dollar^ jiiece. 1 have i*eason to believe that, independently of its being greatly to 
their interest, they have hoiie.sty and intellect suffiiuent to perfoiTO tliis duty adequately. 

When I have made these arrangements and concluded the examination of the deiK>sita of 
guano on Soda, Jibleea, and Haski, 1 shall make the best of my way to Bombay, from 
whence yuxir Lordship shall receive a further report of my i>roccedinga. 

“ I have been obliged to fori go the further services of my inteipreter, as the Tmaiini has 
exjiresaed a wish tliat he should return as soon ns jiossible to Zanzdwir, where he is required 
in the maiingemeut of his Highness’s sugar estates, being the only person who is capable of 
working the steam-engine. 

I have engaged anotlier person at this place, who, although lie is neither trustworthy, 
nor able to read or write, will be sufficient to enable me to communicate Avith our fellow- 
subjects, the natives of Hclaancea. 

‘‘ The Imaum offered to send a vessel to take all tliese people away from the island, if I 
wished it, and would have allotted a spot of land near Muscat for their residence and 
subsistence, but knowing their attachment to this simple and independent mode of life, I 
begged he would on no account disturb them. 

“ On tbcvlfith the Imaum embarked on board one of his frigates and sailed for Bunder 
Abbass. I paid l»im the compliment of manning yards and saluting as he passed the 
•Juno.* He is taking some troops and Bedouin Arabs, about 1,500. to settle some 
disagreement between himsell’ and tue Persian Government about the possession of Bunder 
Abbass. It is not, however, exjiected that there will be any fighting. 

.*Mt may be right to observe before concluding this despatch .that the Bay on the north- 
east side of Helauiieca (between Ras Helaaneca and Has Saar) is accessible at all seasons of 
ihe year, with bufo anchorage clo$e to the shore, and landing for boats or lighters practicable 
at all times. Moreover, from the rocks at the entrance of the sandy cove, a pier might b© 
constructed without much labour or expense, alongside of which ships might fay. 

** 1 judge Helaaiieea to be distant from Bombay ,940 tailes, and from Aden 720, xuaking 
1,660; direct it is about 1,626. I have no doubt that a eufficieut supply of water mdlght bo 

r K^ured for any number of people who mi^t be required to settle there, and thero can 
BO apprehension on account of the climate, which is healthy and agreeable, the hottest 
season being the period of the strongest winds, blowing dajr and night 


8 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING A GRANT BY THE GROWN 


8ttb-Enc1osure to 
Enclosure in 
No.i. 


$ub>Encl(Miire to Eoclosiire 8, in No» 1. 

(Tnuudaiion.) 

&eplun <?. jh<eHumtk, Ciqitatn. 

BtawiXika. 

From the humble Sercid Bin SultaiH toull wnd ereiyOne who ihuy eeo this paper, whether 
Mohammedane (» others. 

There has arriTed to me from the poiretful aation (EnghmdX Captain Fremantle, 
beloD^ng to the Royal Navy of the Great Queen, reijuesting from me the (Jesalr i 
Colfaun) Chorian Morion Islands, namely, Helaaneea, JiUeea, Soda, Haskhand Gouraood ; 
and I hereby cede to the Queen Victoria th^ above-mentioned islands, to be Her possqsuons,. 
or Her hein and successors after Her. In proof whereof I luivc hereunto affixed my ^ginatnin- 
and seal on behalf of myself and my son oueir roe, cf my own free will and pleamre, without 
, force, intimidation, or pecuniary interest whatsoever. 

And be the same known to all to whom these presents may come. 


Done at Muscat the 17th day of the month Sboual, 1270, 14th Juljr 18d4. 

Given under my hand, 

(signM by the Imaum) Sgreid, 

(SBAI,.) 

Done in the presence of me, 

(signed) Stephen G. Fremande, 
nn of He 
14th July 1854. 


Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship “ Juno,” at Muscat, 
the ‘ ‘ 


No. 2 . 

E. Hammond, Esq., 
to H. Merivale, 
£sq. 

i8 Dec. 1855. 


f.o' 




So. 
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— - No. 2. — 

Extract of LETTER from E. ffammond, Esq., to H. Merivale, Esq. 

Foreign Office, 18 December 1865, 

“ I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, for the information 
of Mr. Labouchere, the Report, of Captain Fremantle, stating the result of his 
survey of the guano un the Kooria Mooria Islands, and also a cori'espondcnce 
between this office and Captain Ord,Mho,notwith8ta(hding the unfavouinble report 
of Captain Fremantle, is still atnxioiis to proceed with the enterprise of import- 
ing guano from these islands t;.* this country, if he can obtain a lease of the 
islands from Her Majesty’s Government for five years, 

I am to state tliat Lord Clarendon concurs in the opinion of the Board of 
Trade, us stated in Sir Emerson Tennent’s letter of the 4th inst^t (which 
I transmit herewith), that there would lie no objection to grant such a lease to 
Captain Ord. '*■' 

“As, however, Major Hamtnt#, Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar, has been 
instructed to offer the Imaum of Muscat a share iu any profits which may be 
derived from the trade in guano, Lord Clareudou considered that it would be 
proper to rest'rve a royalty ; and on this being made known to Captain Ord, he 
offered to piiya royalty of 50 dollins upon every hundred tons of guano exported 
from the islands, which he has since expres.sed his willingness to increase to 
50 dollars on every hundred tons for the first two years of the lease, and a 
hundred dollars for the last three } curs, 

“ Lord Clarendon is of opinion tliat this latter offer might be accepted, and a 
lease upon these terms granted for five years to Captain Ord ; and I am to 
request that if Mr. Labouchere concurs in this view, you will move him to take 
such steps for settling the future goverument of the islands, and for the formal 
grant of the lease, as may enable Captain Ord to commence his operations 
without delay.” 


Enclosure 1, in No, 2. 

Eac], 1 , in No. a. Extract of Report from Captain Fremantle to the Earl of Clarendon, dated Her Majesty’s 

Ship “ Juno,” at Bombay, 10 October 1854. 

“ On the l.lth September X landed, widi a party of 70 people (officers and men), 

Island of Ilnskie, which is one mile and a quarter in length, from north to south, wd hsJf 
a mile broad. By distributing our force in diSeront parts of the island, we examined tho' 
whole of ii . The result wjis far from satisfactory, Tbcre^ did not app^r to bo any trace 
whatever of recent dcposiri^. noi? any indication that birds frequented the island in any vast 

numbers. 
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^e hbid ipaplublo wattef^' V 


“ 7. .At the ahBtliaah bod of the island the*ie was d^oovered a diderent apeeiea again, of 
which tlie (ptantU^ waa greater; but I fenr, from the re^t of tl»e test, that it ia «d' little 
value, and wouW not pay the exhenae of importation. The gross estimated quantity might 
periiapa apftroiich 4OjOQ0 tona, of which at least 50 per cent, would be insoluble matter. 


** 8. The labour, expense, and inconvenience which would be eritalletl by an attempt to load 
any gneno from Haski, is a weighty consideration ; the inequality of the ground, and the 
distance it would be necessary to carry the bags, afeei' tbe 'atuif had been imned or screened 
and sepnrati^ from the stone, would require a strong party of labourers, subsistence for 
whom, of every description, including Water, must be brought to the spot. When to this is 
added that the guano itsejf is of so inferior a quality, so adulterated, and so insignificant in 
quimtity, I do not scruple to advance the opinion that, in a general commermal point of 
view, Haski ia scarcely deserving of consideration, and, in a national point of view, abso* 
lutely worthless. From the appearance of the island generally, and tke gnlUes cspeoially, 
there is reason to suppose that at certain scasonu bC tbs year ' rain falls freely. We know 
tlint, for at least three months in th«- year, a strong and fiery breeee blows iUoessantly over 
the island; and hence a cause may bo assigned why the deposits which the sea-fowl may 
make do not accumulate oP get amassed in tlie same way as is found to be the case at the 
Chincha Islands, in the Pacific, where .rain is unknown and the wind is always moderate. 

It would appear that the .deposits get, washed away and blown off; and altliough tlie. subsoil 
(where tlnu'C is any) is strongly impregitated with .jfer^sing matter, there, is no bulk of 
genuine guano to furnish cargoes fur q number of siiips, or any good prospect of i:«(aunei!a> ^ 
tion fur any tiarties engaging in the spcculntioh. The retxirt of the analyses, with a skcti^ - 
of tlie island, is subjoined. 


“ 9. The next island I explored was Soda, which is throe miles long and one and a half 
broad. It is the next largest island after Helaaneoa, whidb it very much resembles, not bnly 
as to. its general features and fbmation, but in its lieing tpta}ly de8^.tute of guano. The 
princi|ml jiart of the island consists of lofty, dark granite hills, steep, irregular, and barely 
accessible. On the eastern side there is a plain, indented by rocky ndges, chiefly comjxiaeo 
of Siuid. A buriaV-ground, exhibiting nearly 100 graves, and ibe remains of a well,' are 
signs, of its having Men formerly inh^ited, which may perhajM aocount for its not being a 
resort for birds. We thtversed the island in all. directions, without being able to discover 
any deppsits or even admixture qf guano, nor anv symptoms of its being frequented by .aea- 
fowl more than by a lew and small scattered flocks.. 


“ 10. Having remained three days at Soda, I prooecded,on the 17th of September, to Jibleea. 
This is the island which Mr. Ord had himself visited superficially, and upon which his expSotO" 
tions were mainly grounded. It is one mile and three quart.orB in length, from east to west, and 
nearly one mile in breadth, and in its general charnctenstics closely rereiubles Haski. Thw, or 
four strong parties were landed, and the island subdivided into diatricta, .so ns to obr'diUGt! the 
search minutely and to obtain as accurate a survey as possible. NotwUhStiutding that Cp. 
the bMns guano was found disp.r8ed in irregular patches, and vaVyiiig as to 'cbl6ujl*’*suad 
quafity^ there was no bendjide mass of the real stuft’ anywhere dismyered to eacqunige the 
hope that any extensive tmde "could be carried out with profit.' The same adtoixture of 
stone and other usdlSes matter wliiob 1 have before noticed at Uaski, prevailed at Jrbleea to 
fisUy as great extent; and thongh the estimated measurement whion 1 have ventured to 
quote,. aitor a' careful and caotums oomputatioii,. amounts,' in the aggregate, to 76,000 tons, 
of which onedialf may fiurly be oonsidered as refuse, 1 wquld. not undertake to assert that 
even .the unalloyed portion would ooyer the enpenae freigjit to England, 

takkag into aoenhnt the doubtful, qnidify of the guano,. Se eompaiwd with the eamples nf 
Pei!UVijiB'nnd.il^boe 5 ^^ i waftTuvni^md by ti^^'|lopr|id,Agi!i^^ . . 

‘^11. The mMt approved: m tbcMfrom thoj^vii 

venr tnnaU, «b4 the qutd»dty in the wbide aiteounfed to,||Bi 
imalaiarvtng'bf';nbt^ ’-tb':'iybbw t^tyrliiBre'' the 

the .vimto.bf tbn deitodt# is'Jditt' hil'Iw^"^;'. In 

' stato ia iiir!ki<^"it'u analtiti^ oyer' ul 1 
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' 11^40 .a*ere only five of them, 
to. tbht t^y Vtould ; bo: 






10 cbowk 


ilie and«ilir of iAdiw «ngw<4lii 

atnigslMB mm$ iMpoeiii^ the i4ilMt4tl. Cfot 0f m nuoiW m wtpjj^ b itw |no* 

auit, iftieio bhuft otte (ce«jii^% d^ttt|My #n> bbtubl eow be M|mbm of 

eMMibtCli^ end oWTejuaM b lanHiMl. 

*> l|tdftiwbiiiHhhi«wiMAkldwbheaof'iltb 

iv.gMio w be bholM* iimmm eAoexed to thorn mttik the IMby mm exbut, 
Mdt i« m foentity b the (l[toei d^M hy MeiMMcpMii MvS eiAMdettMti M, the 
‘ ^ cw th© anelywt botir the ottilUiy of the t&Bfetotit epNiinieai, % 


11 tin heeto, twelve eentpleal of gtii 
£imh dbiecA ooNtsMMMidirig to the mmI 


leho, imnartially eeleoted, tbai:* 6oto 1 
Mice end imNibeni of thoee to]l)e(ti. 
d«to to ohfloh My grevc ertoM Me rnkjp hefe jUba 
la ed^itbttto thbfK 


Vtotfrl 


wiipi bus be b potoeMloii 0 anflSoieat deto 

bto* or to oorrcb leny bbe bogineai'^e may have fenaed. ja Mditob to UfM i iwre 
eiMieod to he cetofiiUy ptohed up, ta kilne oanlttoto, mioplee ci idl tfaeiM ooir fMWMmd, 
tOj^tfaer with epediuens of other BubeftMoee found on Jibloea (too wdghty to be ebl py 
the ovrrkod route), which 1 have noiseed in a eeperato report. They wilt MWt the 
Otqfie of Good Uoiw, oddreMod to youi^ Lotdelup. 


14 . The Bwidl rook, milce aortIi>eetitof Helaapeto* tolled Ooburtond, inoMed as the 
dAh iulaod of tlie group, has not been examintHl. 1 ikapatchod a boat thoto, but the officer 
Qoujid not effect a boding, owing to the aw ell bahing agaiaat tto rugged ndea. It ia leas 
th^ a quarter of a mile in diameter, wito two ateep Oouieal bUla maohing to the watei'a 
edge, petfeetly htoe. The B|nny waabea right over it, and although there appeared to be a 
email quantity of guano in the oavitba, ita value muat be greatly deteriototoa by expoeure 
to toe Bait water. It ia rvmnrkable tint in all these iabuds dapeaita of aalt arc to be found 
on toe highest points of the hills and peMa: too api^ ia blown over during too tempeatupua 
eeaeon, and toe saline partioloa fulling all over the island, combine with the dew, and form 
litde poob of brine, which become ovyabUbed in the diy season. A small winnd, eallcsd 
^ FoHiviiMaked Book, oloue to too nortbweat end of Jibleeo, is much of the auine choncter 
as Cehunoud. 'Oor boats were wqibb to eoaumunieute. 


'* 14. Since T have frrqumtly had ocmiion to notice the violence of the wind, nnd toe 
agitated state of the sea round these islands at tois season of the year, whereby our move- 
ments and o]K!niiionii have been so greatly ictarded, requiring up to toe vei^htat onueual 
precautions to citanre the safety of tl»e boats nnd parties landing, it ia only just to obeive 
that from the bc^nnnig of October to the latter tnd of May the wontner ia uniformly 
aerene, and ships may approach and andior on cither aide of all toe isbnds in perfect 
seonri^. The uortbeuat monaoon is vmy light, and blowing off the eoaat of Arabia, which 
ia only twenty milea distant, the water b permanently smooth for those eight months, llie 
chart of Buuria Mooria Buy and Islands, published by the East India Company, from the 
survey of Captidu Aoluea, is very complete in its detaib, nnd we found it to he strictly 
correct. For All nautical purpoees it may be relied upon with confidence. « 

1 d. Bbv ine bovod and excavated over all pai ta of J ibleea without making firoah dbclusurcs, 
or advNueing in any way towarda a different or more hopefol result, X determined on the 
of September to bring the Jnveltogation to a close, and having embarked the jicople, 

I sailed on that day. On tov 0I& toftood at Basel Bad, where too Imaum has a fort and 
garrison, to land ttic inteiptMbtyW toon made the heat of my way to Bombay, where 1 
arrived on the fid inatMnt 


“ 10. In condndmg tola Bepnrt, I rs^t that I eaUnot hold out any fiattering 1 mapeots toat 
the aequbitiou of toe Boori'.i Mooria Idonda will be attended with any aubatantial ^vantage 
as a soumo from whbb toe guano market gad be supplied. So miuiy ffifficulriee And impedi- 
ments ap^f to stand in the way Of auOcoM, should any parries be dltoosed to embark in ihe 
enteii>riae, that 1 fool it ri^l to etyoin the greatest caution and pnadenre. 'fhe produoa of 
toe two princiiMl ^nds, llebaaium and Scoa, b litcialb " ail;” and admitting tliat the 
estimate 1 have (^ven «f toe capaeity of difaleca and rtaahi to be doubled, ita earn the 
resoutoes of these iriands become moi« toonoughly develoiied» and nakiog • libetvl allowaaoe 
for Cshumoud, we shoald then only arrivb at a maximum of toas of very indifieieai 

gimae^ which by toe former reports ipade b| Frefesaots Way and Anderson on toe siMimlee 
submittod to toem by Captain Ord, b not likely to reuaburee foe Miltlay m importaneo. 
The only exeenrion >e wbat is fonad in the caves, ef wliidi there » not more than aufikaenit 
to toad two tome. 1 do not ptMiBume to offer an opinion aa to toe valno of toe substanoe 
meiiirietowia toie lioelQs^ No. 4, nor fan I form any jadgmentM to die quantity toat might 
he ipstoUnable oa dibJaea- It would have oocumed mowtus to have undermaned toe various 
kwwiiiaa mt which it woo met with, fo wotud have feqaurtdi MaatiiM, and toe use of 
«ufina|rfogi«pnliiMeieto,whitoldy|^ ItuMnetoW^ toMitlmhetbeedgMiof 

our picjkaaief. Jti%Md jaot iwdmfoke with i|he mwmt to iMy JbeesI to turn up tosM tons 
in a dM, 4 ^ \ eto hbfItoeMs iniinji4 helfove Utto any tonii^eiahle mass could be 
obtained, ifo dottot MtKmmuet depim tfo fou demiutd ndj fiioe of jgmm, as well m toe 
rate of totopMI wito toe gu^ MM eotuifonilioa, after it has been 

aoeertoineiTlw etoM wmapfie an^Jpi ihayi w« huvn beeo aww to atmia to. Tills b a 
matter to Im MUy iten toto toj ^ 
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, fer'flg'p<a^*^“'“-* ^ 

ijiwillit:^^ .|BeootQ]^]ru%, ,w^,,.^,. 

tban.i^l^ipw Taliiie.; for the ^nantaty of oqg^^aptoz!. <^,OfMUaiii>*; %;o«ii^Mia; 

Noi>i ti^aediit but from 4^.;all»«^ 

~^'ilil& 'of.,|t^^ ''it: ^tftim, we/ con8ito:ili',bC .'01^' valnifc 

. Miiin^^,liir^ i^ld ollwiift fibMi the- 

msoW 3 ^ 1 aea by tolei!U% eloiiai:^^ Mleijted for waiyctyit^ 
Tala« aA>fiM^«]|b^ is mno^ 

■Jjm- ii'-rnfA. oia ow. node of ^ooeefo^ we aoaiyeed tk/ajie^roea of Fjerwriwa floino 
fnrnuhed you by <&e l^yal Agricultural Society, arriring at tjbe reault exhibited m the 
adj^iiW tables and which analyaiB affords the usual oi^ponent parts of' a good sample of 
thai'aft^i 

B^t of Axialyw of PeruTian Guano obtained f|KU^ the Jtbyal Agricnltluid .Soeiety : 

Jj^sture - - - - . • , 12000> 

Okjjjaaae matter • -' > - • <■ - . . 80-od' 

Biosphatee of line and magnesia • - • > . . 13>80 . 

Sand - - - . 1-80 

Afialiae sulphates and tuunatei > ■ . . . >. 6-M 

llKWJO 




Sttbi>EnchNiura i 
to Bnelosnre l,ia 
No? 


Cmtaiu Stephen G. Fremantle, 
Her Majesty's Ship " Juno.” 


Vfe haTe, foe. , 

(signed) GW. A. Surgebn. 

CAtw. B. Wood, Aswtant Surgeon. 


(Enclosure.) 


SPECIMEN. 

1 No. 1. 

No. 2. 

No. 3. 

No. 4. 

Moisture - - - w w 

800 

6-50 

800 

10-00 

Organic matter ------- j 

Sand and saHs'insolaUe in mnriatio acid • - 

18-00 

1000 

iS-00 

low 

, 48-00 

1800 

40 00 

20-00 

Salts aolublei': in munatio acid, but giving no 
phosphates. 1 

26-00 


■MM 


Phosphates of Erne and magncAa • r -| 

Alkaline salts and muriates . . . .'J 

- * 

1 46*00 

28-50 

26W 

■ 

19-30 , 

11-50 

34-00 

, 

100-00 

100-00 

f 

100-00 

lOQ'oO 


(signed) Gso. A. iVicoffs, Surgeon. 

C%at. S. Wood, Asatstaiit Surgeon. 

The above analyses of 2, 3, axtd 4 were made from specim^ frpm which Uie prominent 
small faeces of stoine were piehod beforehand. 

(signed) A* JV’t, SuigeoB. 

C. J 7 ., Aismsttiat Sni'g^ 
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3%« fliiiiii4^ :0t oiji^ie jimttW 






M^Cviit tS' 


-wUh' cmaapiioiii'tfF'C «Bd']&' iur8"T^..'i^ 

u_.: — ,H,i^d O. ' ■ ' ' '■ 


Ifie oi insoluble .i]!ieoiaieA^ inb^;ie|ijbh'«iii4« 'clftiiiMIe 

inn^jh lleoiu the VAloeyifthb^uAno ss mi^uilb ; iti wUl be osim thnt they yield it 
i^rbent, ttltbough the more btumin^t it)eoeB‘ of itone wbie remove^ beibni^'th^ 

We bfft^ eaeamdl the juluble suite to be. aUcslino muriates end s^ltdoeibNI* bbt of :^iirfa{et 
jMsMdse fbmM we oeuM.notdetm: : 

In ooQcluding obr remarks upon these spedmens of guano, we have to rtequeet your 
attmidpn to ^ foUewipg observations, whidi are of moment ip feiwiog an opiaton as to the 
value of the analyses we have made. In eommenoing our chemical investigaf|ohe we assumed 
allthespeoimienate .fae^igtaRo: they most of them bear the outward signs of , dxat material, 
civing evidenee of ammonia when treated with lime, and giving off ammoniacal fumes on 

iLi. .11. ai : a 



le I|U>ysl, A^neul^ral , . 

ddng we iiwe awiire we lay ourselves oped to' error, but the means at our command, and the 
difBcuity atte!cding,ot!gnnioatmIyBis pre<i|dded any oth<^ course. . We> . however,, trust that 
from our itiouiiyia i^migh estimate may made m. tbdir value as they are found. Whether 
they would.be of value to the English agrhndturiBt can only be determined by ucouxate 
anwysU/ and their practical use. 


Captain Ste|dieu O. Frcinmntle, 
ller Mnjesty^S Sbip " Jtmo.’' 


We have, &o. 
{signed) 


Geo. A. NiMUi Sui^on. 

Quu, B. Wpodf Aisistant Surgeon. 


AHunrsis of Gitaiio from the Jsiand of JifMsso. 
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iraioitpliikfie of linie and laagaesia - 

Hydrated sulphate of lime 
Alkali 


Jine salts and loss 


Mteoaen - - 

Equal to ammonia 


“ Samples 11 and 13 ara remarkable for iJie ver^ bigh per-^sentege of plteiqp^te uf lihie, 
and the absence of carbonate ; they also contmn, as you viil obseHi^ nkrite thim ime per 
cent, of ammoniai in ono instance, indOed, more than the gnapo itself; they would be 
admirably adapted for the manufacture of the superphosphate of lime, anil if finely ground 
would most probably be a most excellent manure without other prcmrafion. X say most 
probably, because, as you know, the state of aggreealion of |diospbate tjf lime entirely 
regulates its. value as a fertiliser, the mineral phosphates being comparatively Useless as 
manure without preparation. 

“1 have analyst 'the stony substance. No. 11, and find it to contain , 7d ^ per cent, 
phosphate of lime without carbonate. If it exists in^ any quantity, it will bC valuable in 
the manufacture of superphosphate. It is one of the richest, if not the richest, substanees 
in phosphate of lime to be met with. The absence of carbonate would be an immense 
advantuge to the superpbtnphate maker. No. 1.3, the eubstanoe looking like a limestone 
petrifaction, is also much the same as No. 11 above.”^ 

There are grounds therefore for supporing that U might be Vftlualde' as an import, pro 
Tided it were found in sufficient quantity. 

In cider to arrive at anything like a true estimate, it would be necessary to turn up the 
wbolo surfiiee, and separate it fom otlier stony matter, in fitet, to collect it into a. mass, for 
it is very partially distrib^ed about the ishmd. Oil the plain, marked li, and up the hill, 
the greatest quantity is vjrible. 1 hesitate to fix any precise figure, even as an appricriroa- 
tion; but perbt^ 20,000 tons might represent what might reatenabfy be eonsideired the 
maximum. 

Tlie substance fonnd undergrotmd dbea not show the same properties. It is met with 
nearly all over ^e island, alter digging through tlie loose matter. We have 1 m^ able to 
make litde of it, and as it is very heavy, 1 have not sent any specimen overhUtC I brieve 
it to ba of no vidue ; nevertheless, several nieces have been forwarded with the otiier temples 
by ^ Cape af Hope, ^rkod X. Subjoined w the report of the ,mediliHil]l olBeiera upon 
the foregouig^ with an analysis of L. 

«. (rigued) Stephen Ot. l^hmohSe, Ch^n. 


Her MimstyVSbip d'uflo.’' ipi 

■■ Sir,' 9" Ootpbat Ifi'df. 

Wb beg to offer you a few rSmteks upon the werimens of Steny hardness, marked L and 
X Wo We appended an arndysta (ff specimen L, ftdfowu^ the teme method we adopted 
for the investigatkms of tlte hiciawte. With regStd tohpteainen X>: we hav^ to oWitve that 
it offera outwmdly Mtlie'>awfe^ib. a!»f^r^^ analysisi and we 

have Iwd mudh tfimulty in dotanmdmng what couiriP lo teUoW tp' pvm ah erroneous 
imfuterii^ tespMid^ it: ip different combmafsions 

or foncB } one .msssWlIh ■'■hwdwlti' 'hPriite'^ #oWs bffete ■hut-Ettie 

organic matter, and hardly a trace of,|Wfdmtes, Wpe aao|lmrdi(i^ A 
iswa darkhwwn sdfflhr# and giiiite ,i«i iteinhmia«d.-i^^ A tetetoo .of JSff^ 
frote a block near the iiurihoe Msw lt of {dmephatMriWtete a s^ 

yielded W a taaee of those sslti; We caisaot, with the metute 0 |{iy« an 

■ «9-.8h».2. ■' " ' '■ 9 $ inhAy"* 
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Almut^ sU^tea and muriates 23 h66 

Saks huMihi^e in moriatio odd I'dD 


100^00 


iDanUiniStsid^ 6t. Fr^ntle, 
^ ^ ^Junot" 



Oed. A. I^endti, Snigeoni 
Choa B, IFmk^ Assjurtont Suigeen. 


Enclosure 2, in No. 2. 


ibe Eight Honourable the Earl of Clareado^ o^c^n. 

Litherland» near Liverpool, 

|fyL<nd, 6 November 1853. 

Swcri had the honour to receive your Lordthip’s letter (through Mr. Hammond) of the 
11th of July last, together with the samides sent by Captain Fremantle from the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, I have not ceased to persevm in the matter, and have laid those samples, 
together wii^ .id:6Be brought by myself, before a . committee of saprrphosphate manuhustaters 
and guano merchants, who pronounce those samples most iduable, both as regards the guano 
and phoiqnhato of hme; and I ni^. be in a position, vrith ample capitsJi to carry out the 
project J have so long'pyr8ayetiU;,|ii^’||^'H^ee years), on the condition that I tsaii procure 
a lease of the. islands from theiHitliipill^^ to myse||f a term of a feiir years; as 

an outlay, ii^ 3,0004 (three thonsaUd ^an(^ would be expended in plant, for the pnrpo^ of 
construottog tmmitoaii^.atajj^ and jetties^ also for erecting sheda and huts». aod for provi* 
sioning a lai;ge. number of wbourcrs, a leaAe is therefore nccetoary for the security of such 
outlay, and without a lease no c^italist will embark in the entetpriseb I aiu aware that 
your Lonifa^ip otileots to a monopoly in the matter, but 1 am prepared .to give a gnarantoe 
that all oargo^ as they arrive^ shall be put iro;lpr sale d; public anotiph, jby the cargo, or izL 
lots to suit, every 'dosaiof UntohaM in widen, ease the &rmer would, have Ihe article direct 
from the sliibVWdf fme &om adok^tiom and at a fsur market m^., t'he whole of tbci 
cargoes womd be conrigned to one respectable broker in Liverpo^ and who is ptopstod to, 
enter into a bond thajt the above oonditiom|,‘ of tale should be stricUy inirried diit, aiid thns 
secure the Hnher against monopoly. I fmst that your Lordship vrifi not consider it a 
monqwly in granting meulease of the islands, as it appears quite evident, firom the report 
of Captain I^manue, that no other British SdMect tliani myself will attempt to deveiope 
the itpmense deposits of ; , ^ito and phosphate of lime 1 have discovered on. those island 
flTidil|i,^oiU;:l^ prab(i^ are in search for .these .'articles in all 

})art8 #heie.tliey iarob;ely to will take away the whole /rom thoim hdands, if per- 

raittod todd'sCk; 

Miiy 1, t)Sato$itEie, entveydtir Lcfdsfedp% boiliriiSm and xespeO^y^neei that I may 
be .crah^ a lloM of "^le Aoria Mooria for'a torm^^ 4ve yeara.i 1 will then set to 

wo^' ' vigbri^yii''^ to' .ybci|:.'Lordal^^’>: fatkifitD!^ the -''stotoiuimts "which 

I have inaJo''to-'^j^.l^wip..totprotiBg^;ti|''id^|orito:;;M.i^ of lime on 

those islands 'tun iftto are'^Mit!hf'#citto'.'iw|tl|’’ih^ 

BtopectfuUy aw(ritl%y(8Wi3^#ihlp''* 


'rfJ,' . 







imu Alb Tilkilito tit? 


ts 


, Endiwifrii $, m $. 

» 

To tfw l^||llt fi«iiM9W»l>k ISkrl i 6 £ CSUp 0 i(doih K.a.« ac-a, 

IidtibMiMiilid, aeur £iil'«|kMA 

My iMRidf 1 Xledsnolw 

I Am tiM iMoonr to aHmeire 40)7 v«iir Lurjd^ latteri a^dtiaaed to wn 00 the Mlb 
viHinw, ihioogh the Bij^bt Boaourelile Lonl WodeliotiiMr itatiaR that my ajtjAhMtMtt for a 
huMMi or the Sooria illoDria latoode itowild he taheo>jAlK>eoa<i$^tillioOi. 

i dbould not baee taken the liheity of oaab omtetiHig vow Loid^ oa tahhMt, 
trtkl it not theit the ttoAiafi' aetoon at the iAande it noi# thort dtuAiMti, aba i|ihdt f *m 
•ntnooa to got the poojeet into working onior pnpr to*tho eottnneneietKiont Of the oovm^efient 
tnonsoon tn the toontb of May, cndino in Au;;aat, during wbiob period of oea^ toor 
montbe landiiif on tho guano ialnnds oi too group io inipraoticable, but which ppiod 1 should 
tom to good mvaataKO, piovidcd leould gut my arrangemcntM at the ialands into operation 
before tho month of M>it ; in which oaso the etoruty si'neoo, from May to Angnet, would 
he oooupied in statkiug the eaigoes near the beach, read} for ahipmcnt at the subsiding of 
the soutVwcst monsoon, in the month of August, when the fair wcdther season agmu onm> 
mences, and continues eight months without mtemiption. I ha^e made pieliminary 
arrangemeute fur the purchase of a ship and stores to piocced to the islands, touching at 
MactuU (near Aden) to embark a colony of Aruh labourers, for the purp se of opcnii^ out 
the deposits at the islands, and fur es-porting the same to this countiy. So soon as linay 
have ufatoitied a lease of the islands, 1 purpose jiroceeding, by the overland route, to Maculla 
(near Aden), which place 1 have previously visited, and the Rheik of which is a stlhject ol 
his Higliness the Imaum of Muscat, and where 1 shall be able to procure tho lequisito 
number of labourers, ready to embaik on the arrival of the ship with the plant and stores. 
I think it my duty to state to your Lordship that 1 am informed by ISdwsrd Elnttot of 
the late Him of iClsam A Co., of Bombay, that five American ships weru loodtou at the Itooiia 
Mooria Islands a few months ago, and 1 have the strongest reason to think the statemtmt 
eorrei t ; the quantity, 1 owevor, that they may carry ofl this season cannot be groat, and 
1 trust tliat before the eommencunent of next season 1 may be m a position to put a stop 
to their proceedings. ... . * 

I beg to apologise to your Lordship in again addresnng you on tho subject, and to thank 
your Lordhhip for the coiiuderation already granteu me. 

s 1 have^ &c. 

(signed) Jm Ord. 


Encloeuri’ 4, in No 2. 

Office of Commif tee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Mj Lord, ’Whitehall, t December ISfifi. 

Is reply to the request of the Earl of Clarendon, as conveyed in your Lordship’s letter 
of the 28th November, to be fav ourtd w ith thi opinion of the Lords of tlie Commif tee of 
Privy ( ouncil for Trade, as tolhe saftty and exmdiency of granting to ( sptain Ord a lease 
for five years of the islands in the Bay of Koona Mi orla, in order to enable him to ttiako 
arrangements for exporting the deposits of guano supposed ly him to exist there, 1 am directed 
by their Lordships to state, that looking to the peoulW oii(iumi|||pnees of the case, and the 
Somewhat speculative nature ol the undertaking, they conceive that it may W advisable to 
comply with the request of ( aptain Ord, and to grant a lease for five j tors, with the condi- 
tions of sale which he proposes And loukinf; to the nature of the communication which 
has been made to the Imniim of Muscat, and the intention of Her Mmesty’s GoviMtnent that 
the gencioeity of his Highness in ceding the islands in question to Great Brittdn should be 
recognised by an arrangement which would have the weet of extending to him a share in 
the oommeremt advantages of the operation, my horie consider that tnjs mi^ he meiiit suit- 
ably effected by biaffing the lessee to pay annually a royalty, to be ComputM pw toA on the 
gross quantity of guano shipped from the islands fr’oni which sudi jtortion as may seesn 
oxpedieut to Her Kuyeefy'* Uovernment may beasidgned by them w w use of the Imaum. 

I hare, fito. 

The lioad WodehoHse, (signed) fmsiwM Tknerat 

Ac. Ac. Ao. 


■dhow 


!£la A« ki|hli IlokiMitidiht the Earl df tilbmMAit, s.cki,«l.e|9. 

The Quean*! Betel (tote Bnlil and Mouth), 

My told* St. Mmrtrn’tHhiriG^ ImpW, 18 Baqombm' 1858. 

WiTB teference to tlmtoavmwnianl^ the bonoim toh«v« wlw Lord WoddiMMeywtoi> 
day on the mbitot of granting mo t loose of we Eooria Mo^ ldM^« ^ of myjpayinil a 
royalfy to the BriWdi Government Ar the same on behalf of ms Hi(pnem the Iwuiute of 
ga— Scan. 2. *4 Mnsoat, 


itenol. 3, la No. a 
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Mtuic«t» I ibo etote to f m^e i;ni!^i 

ah«^ be gM ^ 1“^! epob «/>x> 7 wty eeipC'lll^il projejit j»n «»y dolbiM vijm. 
won ooe, ba]a4i|l.'^iilt;Ma' ythm Xtcn^f bm 7 itpraer 

enuilb M wbea i^ tiikea into |;bsvp «jmdy expc^ilid weven bnodlred 

iMmnm <!riM f > ib ^ pi^jeot. foilonjib^ .it tbniugb i p^nS oi^ tlusiiw trit^ut ealerf* 

anb; wuh, 1 'twet ihai liny 

rate oot4i|f 

ibe'w P ii(bi;';J?iilt ee'-thero 'w<e''beavy jm 

tine on^y'^f tiii%e thbasand {kiiiinde ^,(^jLi, tileo we fi^eignte ri4i% bigh, 
tite woTRink ininiivi^ otiiee ell ^abo «e ii wriVeeib 

irM.be edM ^ by publib ettotioil/the pi^tli|^ apt be cpnai^erebie, wbUst tbe i^eps wl 
bp ti^y bebpfl,tod fay 1^ impoctettoa. : Ii;Wj^ take liberty , (if jne^tted W^ Itf) bf 

arpititig npoQ Lord 'WodoUotiee to^moriit^ to irec^ve ypur Xiordraip’e views upob 'tiie 
enbjeot' ' ' /' V . '-, . . '', '■ • 

Ibevie,,^ 

(^ed) /jjji, Orrf. 
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No. 3. 

H. Merivale, Esq., 
to E. Hammond, 


Esq 

it Dec. 1855. 


• Page 8. 


Copy of LETTER from H. Mmvakf Esq., to E. ffammn^ Esq. 

Sir, Dpwning-strect, 22 December 1855J 

Im answer to your letter of the I Slth instant,* I am dirMed by Mr. Secretary 
Labbucliere to acquaint you, for the thformatioii of the Earl of Clarendou, that 
he concurs in the terms jon which it iS'pr'oubsed to grant a lease fur five years to 
Captain Ord of the Kooria Mooria Islands ; namely, by charging a royalty of 
50 dollars on every hundred tons of guano exported during the first two years of 
the lease, and ]Qb dollars on the same quantity fur the last three years. 

Mr. Labouchere has tiierefore desired the Land and Emigration Commis> 
sloners to place tbemsdves in communication with Captain Ord, for the purpose 
of preparing a lease accordingly. In the meantime, Mr. Labouchere will con' 
sider wbat ulterior arrangements will become necessary with regard to the 
future government of thdbe islands. < 

‘ I am. See. 

(signed) H, Memale. 


.i;‘' 5: 


“(.No. 4. 


No. 4. 

H. HoriTale, Esq., 
to ihp Colonial 
1[.and and Emigra- 
non Commission' 


era. 


93' Dec. 1855. 
« nee 


Copy of I.ETTI^ frdni H. Merkaie, Esq., to the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, jDowniUg'Streefar 22 December 1855. ' 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Labouenere to transmit to you the copy of a 
letter * from the Jroreign Office, together with its enclosures, l)y which you will 
perceive that it is intended to grant to Captain Ord a lease, for five years, of 
the Kooria Mooria Islands, to enable him tp export guano thereftom to Ais 
country.' ■■ '' 

Mr. Labouchete coijtcurs in the stijpulatiOn that he should futy a royalty for 
the. ^rrt two years of 60 dollars upon every hundred tons of guano exported, 
and 1 00 dollars upon; every hundred tons taken dufiUg the other three yeiirs. 

1 am desired to request that you, v^utd p^ communication 

with Captaiii Ord, andiUrilUiig^'witb. him. thp terms upoU, which you should 
prepare, qf a lease for cmiy^hjg this bhjeoi . 

As 


' ' ■ ■ ' '* ‘‘i r 




■if 


SliS’f' ■ 


■■■■"■."■:" CNiw^; 


■':''yidir' 


te&danit' 


j'doiriijtiter <rf the 2ad 
|k llleiide' td Oepteih, 




g^!lti6Ql£ 

of an dodentii^i3:#viaf^itoKi 


No. 5. 

TbeLttndasd 
Elnimdtfn Cdm'o 
miMioaers to H. 
Mwivale, Eta 
18 Januaiy 185& 

• P»ge 16. 


'I 


..^oiaed eo4kfi!Wiet tihe exelodvo ijflht, 

Jree island* libleea, Haskiy aaMi OlMawhiv ’ Ihil foi4 
Captain vOfd dd^ittd, and we considerod* thSceffilfe, that it was nhnwilili^ to 
give which might intwrfere with thle use of the islands foiro^or pur. 

posas Ooveiiinheht ; or to extend his licence to the other two iflnnds> on one 
of which ibere are inhabitants, but on neither of which is goand found. The , 
royalty reserved on the guano raised is that suggested by your letter, except 
that it is reserved at the rate of 2#., and after ine. first two year^ 4t. aton, 
i n « tead of 60 dollars, and 100 dollars per 100 tons. 

2. In order to secure the payment of this royalty, it is provided that the 
guano shfill be,, always consigned to one of the ocKlicencees at^ldTerpoo}, or to 
some other dorson or place approved by Government. 

’ 8. In transmitting this draft to Mr. Watlien, we expl^ped^, tlt«f 
desired to obtain Captain Ord’s concurrence in it, we, on ppP ip^^i 
more than submit it for the a|^roval of the Sc^t^ty of ind Of 

the Board of "Trade. ' ; ' ^ 'i', .' 

4. ’We also stated that it would be necessary that two suhstantiul 
should join Captain Ord ip a bond to the Queen^ to the amount;! of; 2 ,^ f.»: wr 
the due performance of the conditions on which the licence was giautefi, 1 

6. We now enclose a copy of Mr. Watben’s answer, commuhi^ting tSM^ain 
Ord’s assent to the proposed terms, and enclosing a letter, apParentlj^ f^^ 
Liverpool solicitor, Mr. Stone, in which aie stated tHp names of Captaih Ord s ..^" 1 " 
proposed sureties and co-licencees, and their tjsferences. 

0. In the accompanying draft indenture the names of these gentlemen have 
been filled in. It is, we presume, unuecessai^ to furnish a, draft of the proposed 
bond. ■ . ■ ' • 

7. If this draft sbould be approved by the Secretary of State and,. Bohid of 
Trade, we presume it should be transmitted to the Solicitor of the 
with the letters dr Messrs. Wathen and Stone, in order that the becessai^ stops 
may he taken fcr, , final preparation and executidni the indeutato and of 
the bond. , ? 

8. It will be observed tlmt Mr. Wathen requests that the matter may, he set- 



P should, perhaps, add that we have not outoelves institu^ toy 

inquiries into the siiiwwiifiy of the sureties and co^lioedceaa. 


: 


BUclOSure 1 , in No. 6. 






this 






Sir, 
t'do' 

iwomiUghis* 
?or put 










■ ; 1-' '3*; igV',' /, * [■<' , 


'f. , 


,1 BSTVSK'' 

Two 


. i''^'^i^!'l«rwsrdfl|8if«ii'«sp^ 

«» to jwn JMr, Oni m ai!iittflr> whoae oomee I fafttne in* 
ndbeneest^ !» to Mr. uio Union Baojk, Lfvetj^ 

to wlidiin w.lffnlwttor'^tlie C^ntwB«>lMtQr«mi^pfoottotilt& .'■ 

MiiMit'tkOo will mtw into tli» |>^^ to l^iieilB to 


Mtv Prd kttt ft oe/ff of the leoee (lenv^gfotoi naaieo of the Inuunii ao^ the hiloiiim 
to ft Mr. Boa^ witk whom he was in n^pMatioa, biit ho Idt XdyetpqcJ on ^ 
mttfnii^r (a ^ days ago) without return^ it. Be haa been n^itton to at serend {daoee 
to retam it, as aim Proftssor Way’s snd ^feasor Anderaon’a aaalyaia, which Mr. Cm 
tdao lent him, but he has made m r^ly. Bis addreaa in London is Bast India Cham- 
bem. ^ Hatre the soodneas to obtain ftom him the draft lease and ether papers. 

It is posaibie mis Mr. Bosera may be makiim inquires of Mr. WalcOtt or somo other, 
offidal pereon about toe ulan& It would toerei^, pexfaape, be adviaable to caution Itor. 
Walcott about him. r* -r-» 

I am. Sic. 

J. B. Wathen, Esq. ' (ngned) George Stone, 


End. 9, in No. 5. Enclosure 2, in No. 5. 

. Tbu Indenture, made toe day of , between Her Moat Graotona 

Mcdtoty Queen VaCTOBU, of toe tmt part, and Ord, of litlferland, near 
Idretpciel, in^toe dty of Lanemter, late Mastor Mariner, and Jouph Hindnm, and 
James ffenstum Hages, both of Liverpool aforesaid, Mertoants and Brokers, of toe 
second port. 

WnBUBAB his H^bneea the Imaum of Muscat hath ceded to Her said Mrie.«<tr, Her 
heire and auceeaeois, in full ^perty and doninlon, five idan^ in or near the Bw of 
Kooria Mooria, on toe south coast of Arabia, denominated respectively Haiaaneea, Soda, 
JiUeea, Haski, and Qbarzoad, and being part of his said Highness’s dominions: And 
whereas it bath been represented to Her said Majesty that the three last-mentioned 
islands oontain deposits of guano and other substances capable of being used for toe mannriim 
of land (bU which substances are hereinafter incluaed under toe term guano): And 
whereas toe said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Hentoall Hayes have aj^ed to 
Her said Mi^esty for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said guano, which 
Her said Majesty hath bem pleased to grant, on the teams and under the conditions here- 
inafter mentioned; Now this Indentore witnesseto, that her said Majesty hath granted, 
[Wliea Mr.'Ord and doth hereby grant, to the said John 0^ Joseph Hindson, and James Heiufaafl 
despatches a carpro Hayes, their etecuton, admuu8tr|toto; and assigns (hereinafter caUed the parties of the 
nom the islands he se6ond part), the sole and exelMto rii^t, for toe term of five years from toe date of 
overland mafi to p rese n ts,' to raise and take au^toe'dllid' guaaio fiom toe sind toree ishuids of JiUeea, 

Mr. Hindson (via Haski, 'and Ctoureoad, with penuisrion to eonstruct on the' said iafamds all such sheds, hat% 
Aden), and the cap- Stores, jetties, or other works or buildmgs as may be requisite for that purpose. 
winV*^***'*^ **”’1 Indenture further witnesseth, that the saidpt^es of the second part do hereby 

to calf aTcork or Covenant and agree with and to Her said Majesty, Her nmrs, and syocessQrs, that aH guano 

Ealmouth tor orders which toall be toipped from any of the sara udands toall be taken chreet to the port of 
■s to what port he Liverpool, or to some other port or ports in the United Kingdom , wfaksb may heretfter be 
IS to proceed to, to approved by Her Mqjesty, at toe request rtf tlie said parties of toe scoond parl^ and shall be 
isciiarjie.] ^ conrimifd to too said Joseph Hhtdsim, or to such other person or persons in the United 
Kinj^bm as may be approved by Her Majesty on such request as oforesud; and that iha 
said parties of toe second part shall pay to Her said Majesty a royalty of 2 s. sterling for 
evmy' ton of guano so toipped as aforesaid during toe first two ye^^ and 4 s. sterling for 
eveiy ton so raij^ied during the last three years of the'tarm aforasa^; and no swdi 
guano shall be landed from any ship, until toe^ said royalty ahaU hsv« bton paid on 411 the 
guano carried in such sh^, according to the estinmte of toe prindpal c^lcer of customs at the 
iiort of ditehoige (which estimate ora payment, nev^beleaa, to^ be subsequently adjusted 
according to the actual quantity of cuano whito, alter toefinu dlsobn^ of the vessel, shall 
be found to Ham been on board). And furtoer, that the said parties of toe second part shall 
send in to.ime.ef Heir Mqjesty’s. Secretariwi of Stato separate accounts of the amount of 
guanos todie# h^Jtor rtf tbo s**^ teim, oommeacing ftom ton dato of these 

pictonto, to.ns^to’onto^ (ait fiir'aa may'^Wfitieiica^ ntto’^woouptwhall 

readi ' toe .wm.’ ' Stoiliyiiiy '' of Btotfe etdwadhr’ wne <e»{dmtom..;0(f .toe 

half-ymv to wiudi !t' rdates. And toiaJitomtore 'fttitodr 
the above eovenants toall be broken or Irtft onfiilflued, ft toalf.'bd nlWiki for 
Majen^j '’%’wOtiee under., the -h^lllad^of ,q«^fA||^;,M,i#8to’y^iiBffiaI8toWb^^ 
to<befi(ibliBhed in the *^LQfndo^ Goaette.’* wfflHn ^ W^ or toe (wto declare 
thai, on a.day to be touwad In iimto notice^ not b^ng leto 'tbhq titree tolendar mtisrihs after 
the date toereof, toe licence ohd eutbority Hereby granted to the said ptofftrof tKe^tMOond 
part to raise and remove guano as aforesud toall cease and determine, and auto lioaiioe mid 

autoarity 



«Bliu8ity ditU wmi^S^f 9vm w4 igii ahed^ liatih tteiwp^ and 

«tfier iratfa aiM jaaoe by «>a wid fasi^ m the aiwioiMl nact ba'in^^ m tlie 

aiiwd md all gtpno «li»^ tiieiefiomi dtafi'alkw* the <% ao liamjpd [ip a^ea^ 
beam WxMBe 'the' 

Aad it is hereby further ag|^, that afl ex^«q^; iscutired^ orio be imbi^V the 
Iffwaxadon uud execataon of nds Indeatore, or m aarxyhig u«jt die bradWiHia therooi^ 
diaU be bome by the said parties of the second psBiy 'acMl that the opmoe. m dbe adSidtor 
«f 1^ h^esty’a Treatury, a| to the anount of sim enwaaes, ahailliii aU ftMpeitiB ha InaL 
la witmsd^irheieo^we, 'raoinae Wl^liaufCfihtoa Nwdo^ €9harlai:JdaaDi|ide^ 
and Frederic ller Majesty’s Enugration Comnbnonani, bave jbaaeimtojnii. pur 

hands and seals, {or and cm behalf of Her Majesty; and the said John Ord, doRcph IKua^on, 
and James Henshall Hayes, have respectively hereto set their lainde and aealar die day 
and year first abote written. 

ISiCTed, sealed, and ddivered by the said Thomas Wilfiam Cfinton Murdoch, 

Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, as such Emigration Com- 
mis^fmen as aforesaid, in the presence of 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and 
James Henshall Hayes, in the presence of 


— No. 6. — 

Copy of a LETTER from E. Hanwiondt Esq., to H. Merwah, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 1 February 1856. 

With reference to your letter* of the 22d of December last, I am dWted W 
the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you a copy of a letter from Cs|rtaKB Ord, 
stating that he has made arrangements for the oesratoh of a vessel to the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, aiid requestinp: to know when the licmise promised to him for the 
, removal of guano from those islands will be ready for him, and I am to request 
that you will move Secretary Sir George Grey to inform Lord ChMcea^n what 
reply sliould be returned to Captain Ord. 

1 am, &a. 

H. Merivale, Esq. (signed) E, M^muumd. 

&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 6. 

, lidi»lsnd, ossr Liverpool, 

My Lord, ^ 30 January 1866. 

1 BKO your Lordship will pardon the liberty 1 take in again addressing you XMpsetinglho 
fieence to remove guano from the Kooria Mooria hdaud^ as I have maos wcMagenieDts for 
the immediate despsteh of a 8 hip,withtboneoessM 7 plans and stores, aadll am sMMtdswtous 
of having every thing settled botbre the ship sails. 1 would therefore esteem it a great mvour 
if your Lordship could inform me when it may be probable that I shall reodlvo the Hoense, 
wmch would enable me to decide upon the despatch of the |puu, and as to whether I should 
save the season at die islands ; and should the mai<ter be sottfra in a few days, I diould do 
so, and which would greatly tend to the success of my enterprise, in which I stall maintmu 
the fullest confidence both as regards quantity and quality, having had aU the samples 
xe-analvzcd, tlie result of which hw provra most satu&ctory. 

Ihai«.ftc. 

Lord Clarendon, &c. (signed) J. Ord... 


— No. 7. — 

Copy of LETTER from H. Meritude, Esq., to Sir C. E. Ik-eodym, 

Sir^ Downic^xAtroi^ 2 Fbhfuary 1856. 

1 AM 4ii«eted by Mr. l^wsnMary Luboucliere to transmit to yo« the eppy of a 
Miter tl» ctfx^iqiiance* umlnewW^ 

agreed to gtiiuKk a Ikemm |w Uve years 101% Ord* a cwlai^t ^ Ae wrehaat 
•HpHoe, toreiROPe gaatei Iroin t|iieeof the iSiipelfa 
linrid, .tad.'Obti^ttd. 

.. l alto ettelflwtHite copy t of n, report mai^p by the JmA .a M.: ' Ete t y aMteip Com- 
missioners, accompanied by a dnlR of the licence which they Mnioqad 
dhonM Im granted to Captain Ord, under which be will be requited to pay a 
Sa-Sess. 2. ca royalty 
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H. Merivale, Esq.,' 
to Sir C. E. Tre* 
vetyan. 
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royalty of 2 per ton on all gu^o <^ported during toe first two years, and 4#;. 
per ton after that period. . - L .. ^ ' 

It is proposed to associate with Captain;^, Mr, Jos^h {Radsw ^d. Mr. lames 
Hensht^ Hayes, both of Liverpool, with him, are to eotof into securities 
to toe Qiieeh to the amount of 2,000 the due performance of toe ctmditions 
on which toe licence is to be. granted » 

I am directed by Mr. Labouchere to request toat you wouid lay these p^m 
before toe Lords Commissioners of the* Treasuiy, and move their Lordsbijn 
to instruct their solicitor to take the necessary steps for the final preparatum 
and execution of the indenture or licence, and also of the bond, having first 
satisfied himself of the sufliciency of the sureties and co-licencees. 

I am to add that it is desirable to have the matter settled as sotm as possible, 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) H, Mmmle, 


See 




i8- 


No. 8. — No. 8. — 

" Copy of LETTER from H, Menvale, Esq., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

^sVe^aryTsse. Downing*street, 2 February 1866. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Lorda Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter • 
from the Foreign Office, respecting a proposition of grant to Mr. Ord, a captain 
in the merchant service, of an exclusive, licence, for five years, to export guano 
from three of the Kooria Mooria Islands, named Jibleea,*Uaski, and Gharzoud. 
1 also enclose a copy of the licence, under which a royalty is reser^’ed of 2 s. 
per ton on all guano shipped during the first two years, and 4 s. per ton after- 
wards. . 

As the success of the undertaking appears to Mr. Labouchere to he very 
doubtful, he is desirous of avoiding any unnecessary expense, and with this view 
suggests that the Lords Commissioners should instruct thew officer in command 
of Her Mmesty’s naval forces in those seas to communicate with Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Zanzibar, with a view to such measures being taken as may appear to 
them to be required to protect the natives on the islands, and to levy the royalty 
on all guano which should be shipped by Captain Ord, paying out of the same 
such necessary expenses as may be incurred, and also to protect Captain Ord’s 
prople in their exclusive right, if any persons should attempt to interrere with it. 
From toe report made by Captain Fremantle to Lord* Clarendon, dated Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Juno,” Boi^^. lOth October 1864, after his second visit to 
the islands, it docs not seem eltoer timt Captain Ord’s operations will last 
long, or that other persons will have any temptation to interfere with them. 

’ I have, jto. 

(signed) JST. Merivak. 


No. c). 

H. Menvale, Esq., 
to E. Hammond, 
Esq. 

2 February 1856. 
*1' Page 8, 










— No. 9. — 

Cow of LETTER from H, Meraaltf Esq., to E. ffanmond. Esq. 

Downing-street, 2 February 1856. 

In answer to your letter j" of the ISth December, and with reference to mine 
of the 22d, respecting the proposed exclusive permission to Mr. Ord, a captain 
in the merchant service, to export guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands, for 
^he next five years, am directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to 
you, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, the copy of a report, if and its 
enclosures, tnad4 on this subject by the Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

In accordance with their recommendation, toe Lords Commisriooers of the 
Treasury have been requested to institu^ tomr lolfoitor to see that neotessaiy 
documents are jpro^rjy executed by Oiptain Ord and bis od-licencees. 

Lord Clarendon will perceive that Captain Ord baa consenteft to pay a royalty 
of 2«. per ton on all guano shipped duruag toe first two yean^ mnd 4 s. per ton 
after that period, ipirtead of 60 dollars and 100 doHars per lod tons, as at first 
proposed. ! , 

Prom 
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FOR i?BE ANi> rmMW amm: 

From the un&vourable nature of Gapitaia Fremantle’s report, which aceom* 
panfed your letter, Mr. Labouchero does not think it necessary to take any steps 
at present for the ^government of those islands, and has considered it sufficient to 
request the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to instruct the officer corn- 
mending Her Msijesty’s naval forces in' those seas to communicate with the 
Consul at Zanzibar (assuming that Lord Clarendon will concur), and to take 
any steps which should ajppear to them to be required to protect the natives on 
the islands, and to levy the royalty on any guano which should be shipped by 
Captain Ord ; and also to protect his people in their monopoly. As it does not 
seem probable that Captain Ord’s operations will last long, or that other persons 
will have much temptation to interfere with them, Mr. Labouchere is of opinion 
that the accomplishment of the objects in question need not involve much 
expense. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) H. Merimk. 


— No. 10. — 

Copv of LETTER from H. Merivale, Esq., to Sir Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, DoAvning-street, 2 February 1806.* 

With reference to your letter to Lord Wodehouse of the 7th December,' I am V^Febmary 1856. 
directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the information of 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the copy of a report* -i® 
made by the Land and Emigration Commissioners (with its enclosures), on the 
best mode of carrying out the proposal of allowing Captain Ord to export " 

guanos from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

Their Lordships will perceive that it is intended to grant a licence to him 
and two others to export guano from three of the islands, for five years, 
paying a royalty of 2 s. per ton on all removed during the first two years, and 
4 4. per ton after that period. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have been requested to instruct 
their solicitor to see that the indenture and bond alluded to by the Land and 
Emigration Commissioners are properly executed. 

1 remain, &c. 

(signed) H. Mtrwale. 


— No. 11. — 

* 

Copy of LETTER from J, Ord, Esq,, to the Right Hon. H.*Labouchere, m.p. j, ora,^!,Vo the 

Litbertod, near Livapool, 

Sir, 2 February 1866. s Februarj- 1856 . 

Having made all necessary arrangements for the immediatq despatch of a 
ship, with the requisite material and stores, to tlie Kooria Mooria Islands, for the 
purpose of commencing the exportation of the large deposits of guano and pho8> 
phate of lime thereon, to this country, under the sanction of the British Govern- 
ment ; and as 1 am desirous of having all matters relating to the project settled 
before the ship sails, 1 should esteem it a great favour if.you could kindly inform 
me when it may be probable that 1 shall receive the license granted me by the 
Brijish Government, as it would enable me to decide upon the despatch of the 
ship, and as to whether 1 should save the season at the islands ; for should the 
matter be settled in a few days, I shoulii do so, and which would greatly tend to 
the success of my enterprise, in which 1 still maintain the fullest confidence both 
as regards the quantity and quality of the deposits on those islands, having had 
all the samples of guano and phosphate of lime re-^silysed, the result of which is 
most satisfactory ; and I have no ooubf that when;oipiGe I get the, project Into 
working order, it will go far to put doWn the Pei^ian ^onopbly m guano, as 
some or the debits on the above islands are but little inferior to those of Peru, 
and will be sold in this country at a much lower price, to the great benefit of 
the i^culturist, as he will receive it genuine from the ship’s hold. 

82— Sess, 2. 03 lam 
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H. Merivale, Esq«, 
to .). Oni, ^ sq* 
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I am induced, sir, to idake these statem^is, pre8iiiniiig‘ tbit you are ac- 
quainted with the circumstances connected with my discovery of those deposits 
on the Kooria Mooria Islands, and their consequent cesmon by his Highness the 
Imaum of Muscat to Her Britannic Majesty. 

’ I have, &c. 

(signed) /bo. Ord. 


No. 12. — 

Copy of LETTER from R. Osborne, Esq., m.p., to H. Merhiak, Esq. 

Sir, Admiralty, 6 February 1868 . 

I itAVE laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty yqjur letter of 
the 2d instant,* suggesting, with reference to the proposition that Mr. Ord 
should be granted an exclusive licence to export guano from three of the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, that the senior naval officer in those seas should, in communica- 
tion with Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, take measures to protect tlie 
natives on the islands, and to levy the royalty on the guano exported ; and I am 
commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secre- 
tary Labouchere, that the islands in question are close to the coast of Arabia, 
which Her Majesty’s cruisers seldom visit, being so near to the course usually 
taken by the steam vessels belonging to the East India Company in their 
constant visits to the Persian Qulf and Red Sea. Orders may, however, be 
given for any vessel passing that way to call at the islands in question, for the 
purpose of reporting upon their state, as was done by Captain Fremantle ; but 
it is perfectly impossible for the naval officers on the station to undertake the 
general superintendence of the settlers on, or natives of the islands, or the collec- 
tion of dues or royalties. 

1 am, &c. 

• (signed) R. Osborne. . 


— No. 13 . — 


Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Merivale, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 6 February 1 866 . 

I AM directed by the Ein of Clarendon to acquaint you that his Lordship 
concurs in the opinion expressed by Mr. Labouchere, irf your letter of the 2d 
imtant,t with respect to the cession to Mr. Ord of the right to export guano 
from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 14 . — 


Copy of LETTER from H. Merivak, Esq., to /. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Downing'Street, 6 February 1868 . 

In answer to your letter of the 2d instant, 1 1 am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Labouchere to acquaint you, that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasuir have 
been requested to instruct their solicitor to take the necessary steps for line im- 
mediate execution of the legal instf ument under whidi you will be empowered 
to export gmmo from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 1 am therefore to refer you 
to their iLordthips’ office for father information on the progress of dke matter. 

' lam, 8u^ 

(signesSJ ff. Mmioak. 



FDE TflE RAI^IKG Am TAKim QVmO. 
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^ No. 16. — ^ 

Copy of LETTER from jBT. Merivale, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir^ Downiug'Street, 6 February 1856. 

With reference to your letter* of the 1st instant, I am directed by Mr. Secre- 
tary Ijabouchere to acquaint you, for tlie information of the Earl of Clarendon, 
that Mr. Ord having at the same time inquired respecting the progress which 
had been made in preparing his lease of the Kooria Mooria Islands, he has been 
informed that the necessary instruments have been sent to the Treasury in draft, 

in order that tlie Solicitor to the Treasury might see. to their execution. 

# 

I have, &c. 

(signed) II. Merivalc. 


No. i j. 

H. Merivtile, Esq., 
to F.. Haiaiuond, 
Enq. 

(> February 1856. 
• Page ig. 


— No. 1 6. — 


No. 16. 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J. Ord, Esq. F.. Hammond, Esq., 

to J. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 6 February 1856. 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, I am directed by the Earl of 
Clarendon to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has, at the recommendation of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
requested the Lords of the Treasury to iustruct their solicitor to sec to the proper 
execution of the documents necessary for the cession to you and to your co- 
licencees of the permission to export guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands ; and 
I am at the same time to inform you that Lord Clarendon has caused a letter to 
be addressed to the Lords of the Treasury requesting that this matter might be 
expedited. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 17. — 

Copy of a LETTER from H. Merivale, Est]., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, Downing-street, 15 February 18.'»6. 

With reference to my letter of the 2d instant, f I am directed by Mr. Secre- February 1856. 
tary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Clareu- t ■■20- 
don, the copy of a letter from the Adnairaity, relating to the assistance and .5 
* protection which the Lords Commissioners propose should lie afforded iu car- ]^S6. 

Tying out the arrangement made with Mr. Ord for importing guano from the 
Kooria Mooria Islands. 

Mr. Labouchere presumes that, as this negotiation has hitherto been conducted 
under Lord Clarendon’s instructions, his Lordshij) will think fit to make 
Mr. Ord acquainted with the nature of the protection which he is to receive 
from the Admiralty. 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) H. Merivale. 


No. 17. 

U. Merivale, Esq., 
to K. fiammuiid, 


— No. 18. — 

No. 18. 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J, Ord, Esq. E. Hammond, Eiq. 

to J. Ord, Etq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 22 February 1856. **56* 

With reference to my letter of the- 6th instant, I am directed by the Earl of 
Clarendon to acqntdnt you that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies 
addressed a communication to the Lords (Jommissioners'of the Admiralty, sug- 
gesting that measures should be taken for the protection of the natives on the 
Kooria Mooria Islands, and that their Lordships have informed Mr. Labouchere, 
in reply, that orders can be given for any vessel belonging to Her Majesty’s 
82.— Sess. 2. c 4 cruisers 



34 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING A GRANT BY THE CROWN 

’cruisers passing that way to call .ait the Kooria Mooria Islands for the purpose of 
reporting upon their state, but that it wijl be impossible for the naval officers on 
the station to undertake the general superintendence of the settlers or natives on 
those islands. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


,, “ No. 19. — 

No. 10 . 

J.B.Wathei),E8q., Copv of LETTER from J. S. Wathen, Esq., to the Right Hon. H. Labouchcrc. 
to the Right Hon. KOORIA MoORlA ISLANDS. — Ord’s LeASE. * 


H. Laboucliole. 
tj) February 


CO 


39, Guildford-street, London, 

Sir, 29 February 11*66. 

1 HAVK tlie honour of enclosing copy of a letter addressed a few days ago to 
Mr. Uanimond, of the Foreign Office, requesting to he furnished with a certified 
copy of the original deed of cession of these islands, and of the reply since 
received to that application ; ma^ I request the favour of your directing the copy 
deed to be sent here as early as convenient. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. Bcardmnr, WatJicu. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 19. 

Encj. 1 ill No. ly. Kooria MtKtniA Islands. — Ord’s Leask. 

London, 39 Guildford-street, 

Sir, 20 February IS.*) 6. 

Kkfkiuunu to your favour of the 6th instant, I beg to say that the lease and bond have 
now been settled, ai ’ approved by IVIr. Reynolds, the solicitor to the Lords of the Treasiirv. 
and the ingrossnieiii since sent down to Liverpool, for execution by Mr. Ord, and bis 
eo-lessecs and siirclies. 

Mr. Ord considenng it cssentiid lliat, on bis arrival out at the islands, lie should not onfs 
be fortified by the possession of a translation into Arabic of his own lease, but also of a cer- 
tified copy of the original deed of cession of the islands to Her Majesty, I have to submit 
this fact to you, ami to request the favour of your causing such certified copy to be forwarded 
to me as early as circinnstanccs will ])crmit. 

The authorities at the Colonial office inform me that I am correct in making this applica- 
tion to your department. 

1 have, &c. 

E. Hammond, Esq., (signed) J. Beardmore Wathen. 

Foreign Office. 


End. 3 in No. ly. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 19. 

Sii,, Foreign Office, 21 February IS.'Jfi. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, requesting, on behalf of Mr. Ord, to be furnished with a certified copy ol' 
the oriffinal deed of cession of the Kooria Mooria Islands ; and, in reply, I am to refer 
you to tier Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonics, who is in possession of the original 
deed. 

1 am, &C. 

J. Beardmore Wathen, Esq. (signed) E. IJammcmd, 


No. 20 . 

II. Merivale, Esq.. 
To J. B. Wathen, 
Esq. 

8 March 1 8 ;, 6 . 


— No. 20. — 

Copt of a LETTER from H. Merimle, Eeq., to J. B. Wathen, Esq. 

Sir, Downing-street, 8 March 1856. 

In reply to your request contained in your letter of the 29th ultimo, 1 am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchcre to transmit to you a copy of the original , 
document under which the Kooria Mooria Islands were ceded to iler Majesty, 
and also a trauslulion of it. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) H. Herivak. 


» 
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Eudosttre in No. K3^ 

From the hnudble Smsd Bin, Saltaii, to aM and everjr one who may see this fxqper^ whetil^r 

Mohammedans, or others. 

Thbbb has arrived to me firom the powerful nation (England) Cwtain Freemantle, belongug 
to the Royal Navy of the great Queen, requesting from me, the ( Jesair i bin Calfium) Chorian 
Morian Islands, namely, Helaaneea, Jibleea, Soda, Haski and Gourzoud ; and I hereby cede 
to the Queen Victoria the above-mentioned islands, to be Her possessions, or Her heirs and 
successors after Her. In proof whereof, 1 have hereunto affixed my signature and seal, on 
behalf of myself, and my son after me, of my own free will and pleasure, without force, inti- 
midation, or'pecuniary interest whatsoever. 

And be the same known to all to whom these presents may come. 

Pone at . Muscat, the 17th day of the month Shawal 1270 (14th July 1854.) 

Given under my hand, 

(tigned by the Imaum) “ Sereid.'* 



Done in the presence of me, 

(signed) Stephen G. Freemantle, 

Captiun of Her Mtyesty's sliip Juno,” at Muscat, 
14 July 1864. 


— No. 21. — 


Extract of LETTER from J. Ord, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. ; dated 
Litherland, near Liverpool, 6 March i856. 

I HAD the honour to receive duly your letter* of the 22d ultimo, relative to 
the protection of the natives on the Kooria Mooria Islands, and I am most happy 
to observe that the Earl of Clarendon has kindly taken measures for providing 
for the same, as those islanders are subject to frequent robberies by a piratical 
tribe from the adjacent coast, who carry off their little stock of rice, dried fish, 
and goats, leaving them almost in a*6tate of starvation, to subsist upon fish only 
for many months. 

I ascertained those facts when at the islands in Her Majesty’s ship “ Juno.” 
1 found the natives quiet and inoffensive, and during my stay there I gained 
their confidence and goodwill, which I am anxious to maintain, and for which 
purpose 1 shall take with me a quantity of presents suited to their wants, and 
shall give them every reasonable assistance in my power. 

I would therefore humbly and respectfully suggest, that one of Her Majesty’s 
small vessels of war should be stationed at the islands, which would answer all the 
purposes required. 

As the stormy season will have commenced before a ship could reach the 
islands from this country, the commencement of operations there Will be delayed 
a little longer than I anticipated^ and the first cargo will not leave the islands 
until September next, and will be rapidly succeeded by others ; and should Her 
Majesty’s Government deem it proper to send a small vessel of war to the islands, 
it would be des^ble that the vessel should he there shortly after the subsiding 
of the stormy season, say in S^tember or October. 

1 shall feel greatly obliged if you will communicate the matters to the Earl of 
Clarendon^ and tender my best thanks to his Lordfhip for his prompt and con- 
siderate attention to my project through all its phases. 

82— ^Sess. 2. D 


End. in No. so. 
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Ord, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 

6 March 1856. 
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I shall also thank you if you will lay before his Lordships when convenient, 
the enclosed analysis of the samples of gdano and phosphate of lime brought 
home by Captain Fremantle and myself, which I handed to my partner, Mr, 
Hindson, for analysation. They are moitBatisfactory, and in some instances equal 
to Peruvian guano; they severally contain from 67 to 88 per cent, of fertilising 
matter, and the latter per centage is equal to the best Peruvian, which also con- 
tains 88 per cent, of fertilising matter. 

I shall go out well prepared to carry out the enterprise, and feel the fullest 
confidence in a general good result. 


End. in No. 21 . Enclosure in No. 21 . 

18, Sweeting-street, Liverpool, 

Dear Sir, ^ 17 January 1856. 

Ant of these guanos, of which I now beg to hand you analyses, would prove excellent 
fertilisers. My own leaning would be in favour of Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7, from the larger 
proportion of phosphates which they contain ; but Nos. 4 and 5 would in all probability 
take best with consumers generally, owing to the prejudice in favour of much ammoniacal 
matter. These last samples would certainly be the most stimulating guanos, but the five 
kinds first referred to would be the most permanent in their cifeots, and m my opinion suffi- 
ciently stimulating to insure the early development of the crop to which it might be 
applied. 

No. 8, which 1 have termed ** phosphatic deposit,” would be a good foundation for the 
manufacture of super-phosphate, or other compound manures, but would hardly do by 
itself as a manure, without being ground to a very fine powder, to enable its being distri- » 
bated evenly over the ground. 

1 am, &c. 

Joseph Hindson, Esq. (signed) Geo* C Huson, Analyst 

North John-street. 


SAMPLES of GvAfto, and ** PnoapaATic Dsposit/' received from Joteph Hindtont Esq, 


— 

1. 

4 Ammonia. 

2 . 

3 j Ammonia. 

8 . 

3 Ammonia. 

4. 

6 Ammonia. 

5. 

7 Ammonia. 

0 . 

3 Ammonia. 

7. 

4 Ammonia. 

8. 

Azotiied ofKtnio mat- 
ter and salts of am- 
monia . • . 

16 

13 

1 

12 

23 

25 

10 

17 

2 

Phosphate of limo - 

64 

63 

72 

60 

38 

55 

67 

5d 

Filed alkaline sul- 
phates and muriates 

7 

* 

4 

8 

6 

3 

4 

G 

Sulphate of lime 

0 

0 

0 


0 

8 

0 

G 

Moisture . - - 

10 

11 

6 

12 

12 

6 

10 

6 

Silica ^ • - 

13 

8 

6 

7 

20 

18 

1^ 

21 

! 

1 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 


Liverpool, 17 January 1856. 


Geo. C. ^TtMOfs, Analyst. 


No. 22. 

£. Hammond, Esq., 
to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty. 

13 March 1856. 


♦ Page 912 . 


— No. 22. — 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 18 March 1856. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that vou will acquaint the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that the Secretary oiSt^ for the Colonial 
Department, having transmitted to him a copy of your letter of the 6th* of 
February, respecting the protection of the Kooria Mooria Islands, his Lordship 
communicated the substance of that letter to Captain Ord, the lessee of the 
Guano on the island. 


I enclose 
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FOR THE RAISING AND TAKING OF GUANO. 

I enclose a copy of my letter to Captain Ord, and of his reply ; and I am to page 33- 

request that, in laying these papers before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, you will state that Lord Clarendon considers that, if it is not incon* 
sisteut with the public service, it would be desirable that a vessel should visit 
the islands after the stormy weather ceases, to ascertain what success is likely to 
attend Captain Ord’s operations, and to give him any protection iie may stand in 
need of. 

I am, See. 

(signed) JE. Hammond. 


— No. 23. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. Phinn, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq, 

Sir, • Admiralty, 16 March 1856. 

With reference to your letter of the 13th* instant, and to former correspon- 
dence respecting the protection of the Kooria Mooria Islands, stating that Lord 
Clarendon considers it would be desirable that a ship of war siiould visit those 
islands, if not inconsistent with the demands of the public service, I am com- 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for 
the information of Lord Clarendon, that it is very unusual for a slyp of Her 
Majesty's Navy to be employed on that part of the station, which is generally 
visited by the vessels of the East India Company. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thoa. Phinn. 


No, 23 . 

T. Phinn, £sq., to 
E, Hanimonil, Esq. 
15 March i 8 j 6 . 
Page 2(j. 


— No. 24. — 

Copy of LETTER from Sir C. -E. Trevelyan to //. Merivale, Esq. SirC.E^Tretelyan 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, 24 March 185G. Monvale. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 24 March 1856 . 
transmit to you herewith, for the information of Mr. Secretary Laboucliere, with 
reference to your letter of tlie 2 d ultimo, !’ a copy of a letter from their Lord- Page kj. 
ships’ solicitor, dated 154h instant, with its enclosures in original, consisting of 
an indenture of licence which be has prepared, for granting to Mr. Ord the 
privilege of exporting guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands, and a bond pro- 
vicFing for the performance of the conditions containdd in that indenture. 

1 remain, &c. 

(signed) C. £. Trevelyan. 


Enclosure in No. 24. End. in No. * 24 . 

Sir, Treasury, 15 March 1856. 

My Lords having been pleased to refer to me the enclosed papers from the Foreign Office, 
regarding a Royal licence proposed to be granted to Mr. Ord to export guano from the 
Kooria Mooria Islands, 1 to enclose an Indenture of licence which I have prepared for 
granting to Mr. Ord the privileges intended, and a bond by himself and three sureties (of 
whose sufficiency I have satisfied myself) for the due performance of the conditions imposed 
on him by that indenture. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) if. Reynolds, 

J. Wilson, Esq., M. p. 


Sub<*£nclosure 1 to Enclosure in No. 24. Sub-Enclosure i 

This Indenture, made the 20thday of January 1856, between Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victoria of the first part, and John Ord, of Litherland, near Liverpool, in the 
county of Lancaster, late Master Mariner, and Joseph Hindson and James Henshall 
Hayes, both of Liverpool aforesaid, Merchants and Brokto; of the second [lart. 

Whereas his Highness the Imaum of Muscat hath ceded to Her said Majesty, Her 
heirs and successors^ m iUl property and demunion, five islands in or near the Bay of Kooria 
Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, denominated respeGtively Halaaneea, Soda, Jibleea, 

Haski, and Ohurzoud, and being part of his said Higtmess’s dominions : And whereas it 
82 — Sess. 2 . E hath 
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Lath been represented to Her said iM^esty that tLe three last-mentioned islands contain 
deposits of guano and other substances capable of being used for the manuring of land (all 
which substances are hereinafter included under the term of guano) : And whereas the^ said 
John Ord, Joseph Hindson» and James Henshall Hayes have applied to Her said Majesty 
for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said guano. Which her said Miyesty 
hath been pleased to grant, on the terms and under the conditions hereinafter mentioned : 
Now this Indenture witneaseth, that Her said Majesty hath granted, md doth hereby grants 
to the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes, their executors, admi-* 
nistratora, and assigns (hereinafter called the parties of the second part), the sole and exclusive 
right, for the term of five years from the date of these presents, to raise and take away the 
said guano from the said three islands of Jiblcea, Haski, and Ghurzoud, with permission to 
construct on the said islands all sucli sheds, huts, stores, jetties, or other works or buildings 
as may be requisite for that purpose. And this Indenture further wilneesetb, that the said 
parlies of the second part do hereby covenant and agree for themselves, their heirs, executors, 
.'idniiuktrators, and assigns, with and to Her said Majesty, Her heirs and successors, that all 
guaiK) which shall be shipped from any of the said islands shall be taken direct to the port 
of Liverpool, or to some other port or ports in the United Kingdom which may hereafter 
be approved by Her said Majesty, at the request of the said parties of the sccona part, and 
shall be consigned to the said Joseph. Hindson or to such other person or persons in the 
United King<lom -as may be approved by Her Majesty, on such request as aforesaid ; and 
that the said ]>arties of the second part, their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, 
some or one of them, shall pay to Iler said Majesty a royalty of two shillings sterling for 
every ton of guano so shipped as aforesaid during the first two years, and four shillings 
stcsrling for every ton so snipped during the last three years of the term aforesaid, and that 
no such guftno shall be landed from any ship^unlil the Said royalty shall have been paid on 
all the guano carried in such ship, according to the estimate of the principal officer of 
customs at the port of discliarge (which estimate and payment, nevertheless, shall be subse- 
quently adjusted according to the actual quantity of guano which, after the final discharge 
oi' the vessel, shall be found to have been on board). And further, that the said parties of 
the second part, their executors, administrators, and assigns, shall soiul in to one of Her 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State separate accounts of the amount of guano shipped 
in each half-year of the said term, commencing from the date of these presents, so as to ensure 
(as far as may be practicable) that every such account shall reach the said Secretary of Slate 
within six calendar mouths of the expiration of the half-year to which it relates. And this 
Indenture further witsKisseth, tliat in case any of the above covenaiits shall be broken or 
left unfulfilled, it shuU be lawful for Her said Majesty, by notice, under the hand of one of 
Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, to bo forwarded by post to all or any one of 
the said parties of the second part and ])ublished in the ‘‘ London Gazette” within one week 
of the date thereof, to declare that on a day to be named in such notice, not being less than 
three calendar months after the date thereof, the licence and authority hereby granted to the 
said parties of the second port to raise and remove guano di aforesaid shiill cease and 
determine, and such licence and authority shall Jiccordiiigly cease and determine ; and all 
slieds, huts, stores, jetties, and all other works and temporary buildings made by the said 
parties of the second part on ^ny of the said islands, and all guano shipped therefrom after 
the day so named as aforesaid, shall be and become the property of Her Majesty. And it is 
hereby further agreed, that sdh expenses incurred in the preparation and execution of this 
Indenture, in carrying out tii* thereof, shall be borne by the said parties of the 

second part, and that the opinion of the solicitor of Her Majesty’s Treasury as to the 
amount of such expenses shall in all respects be final. In witness whereof, wc, Thomas 
William Clinton Murdoch, Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, Ilcr Majesty’s 
Fmigration Commissioners, have hereunto set our hands and seals, for and on behalf of Her 
Majesty; and the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes have re- 
spectively hereto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written. 

(signed) T. W. C. Murdoch (l.8,) 

C. Atexander Wood (n.a.) 
Frederic Rogers (l.s.) 

Signed, scaled, and delivered by the said Thomas William Clinton Murdoch, 

Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, as such Emigration 
Conunissioners os aforesaid, in the presence of 

(signed) Stephen Wolcott^ 

Secretary to the said Emigration Commissioners. 

(signed) Jno. Ord(uB.) 

Joseph Hindson (l.6.) 

J H. Hayes (l.s.) 

Sined, sealed, and delivered by the said John Ord, Joseph BGlndson, and 
James Henshall Hayes, in the presence of 

(signed) Geo. Stone, Solicitor, LivexpooL 

Bernard Byron, Clerk to Mr. Stone. 



FOR THE RAISING AND OF G0ANO. 


Sub-Enclosure 2 to Enclosure in No. 24 . 


Know all men by these presents, that we, John Ord, of Lithcrland, near Liverpool, in 
the county of Lancaster, late master mariner, and Joseph Hindson, James Henshall Hayes, 
and Henry Case, all of Liverpool aforesaid, merchants and brokers, arc held and firmly 
bound to Her most gracious Majesty Queen Victoria in the sum of 2 , 000 /., to be paid to 
Her said Majesty, Her heirs or successors, for which payment to be well and truly made 
we bind ourselves, and every of us, and any two or more of us, and the heirs, executors, ^ 
and administrators of us, and of every of us, and of anv two or more of us, and every of 
them, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents, oealed with our seals. Dated this 
20 Ui day of February 1866. 

Whereas by Indenture, bearing even date with the above-written bond, and made or 
expressed to be made between Her said Majesty of the first part and the above-boundeu 
Jonu Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Ilenshall Hayes of the second part, and whicli 
indenture is signe^d and seaJed on behalf of Her Majesty by Thomas William Clinton 
Murdoch, ^Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, Her Majesty's Emigration 
Commissioners : After reciting that his Highness tJic Imaum of Musc^at had ceded to Her 
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his Hirtr 

said Majesty, Her heirs and successors, in full property and dominion, five islands, in or near 
the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, denominated i*es]ieGtively Ilalaaneca, 
Soda, Jibleca, llaski, and Cshurzoud, and being i)art of his said lliglmews's dominions; and 
reciting that it had been represented to Her said Majesty that the three last -mentioned 
islands contained deposits of guano and other substances capable of being used for the 
manuring of land (all which substances were thereinafter included under the term guano) ; 
and reciting that the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James HenshaU Hayes had 
applied to Her said Majesty for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said 
guano, which Her said Majesty had been pleased to grant, on the terms and conditions there- 
inafter mentioned : It is by the Indqnture now in recital witnessed, that Her said Majesty did 
grant to the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes, their executors, 
administrators, and assigns, thereinafter called the parties of the second part* the sole and 
exclusive riglit, for the term of five years from tlie date of the said Indenture now in recital, 
to raise and take away the said guano Irom the said three islands of Jiblcea, Haski, and 
Ghurzoud, with permission to construct on the said islands sheds, huts, jetties, and otlier 
buildings, as therein mentioned. And it wjis by the same Indenture further witnessed, that 
tlie said parties of tlic setiond part did thereby covenant and agree with and to Her said 
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, that all guano that should bc^ shipped' from any of the 
said islands should be taken direct to the port of Liverpool, or some other port or ports of 
tlic United Kingdom which might thereafter be approved by Her said Majesty, at the request 
of the said parties of the second part, and should be consigned to the said Joseph Hmdson* 
or to such other person or jHjrsons in the United Kingdom as might be ajiprovcd by Her 
said Majesty, on such request as aforesaid ; and that the said parties of tluj second pari, 
should pay to Her said Majesty a royalty of 2 s sterling for every ton of guano shipped as 
aforesaid during the first two years, and 4 .v, sterling lor every ton so slilpped during the last 
three years of the term aforesaid ; and that no sucli guano should be landed from any ship 
until the said royaltj^ should have Ijcen paid on all the guano carried in such ship according 
to the estimate of the principal officer of customs at the port of discharge (which eltimatc 
and payment, nevertheless, should be subsequently adjusted accoi’ding to the actual duantity 
of guano which, after the final discharge of the vessel, should be found to hate been on 
board). And further, that tlic said parties of tlie second part sliould send in to one of Her 
Majesty’s Secretaries of State separate accounts of the amount of guano shipped in eiujh 
half-year of the said term, coiiiincucing from the date of the Indenture now in recital,, so as 
to ensure (as far as might be practicable) that every such account should reach the said 
Secretary of State witmn six calendar months after the expiration of tlie half-year to which 
it related: Now the condition of the above-written bond or obligation is such, that if the 
said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes, some or one of them, their, 
or some or one of their executors, administrators, and assigns, do and shall well and truly 
observe, perform, and keep all and singular the conditions, covenants, and agreements in the 
said Indenture contained, and on their parts and behalves to be observed, performed, • and 
kept, then the above-written bond or obligation shall be void, or else shall be and remain in 
full force and virtue. 

(signed) Jno. Ord 

Joseph Hindson (l.s.) 

J. H, Hayes (l.s.) 

Signed, scaled, and delivered by the above-bounden John Ord, Joseph Hindson, 
and James Henshall Hayes, in the presence of 


(signed) Geo, Stone, Solicitor, Liverpool. 

Bernard Byrm^ Clerk to Mr. Stone. 


(signed) Henry ^(^^(l.s.) 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the above-bounden Henry Case, in the presence of 

(signed) Bernard Byron, 


82 — Sess. 2. 



No. 25 . 

jE*Htoimond| £sq 
to Sir George 
Clerk* 

29 March 1856. 


No, 26. 

T. r. Elliot, Esq., 
to Sir C. £* 
Trevelyan. 

5 April 185G. 
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No. 37. 

T. F. Elliot. Esq., 
to E. IlammonO 
Esq. 

6 April 185G. 
t Pago 20. 
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— No. 25. — 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to Sir George Ckrk. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 29 March 1856. 

With refsrence to the cession to Her Majesty by the Imaumof Muscat of five 
islands situated in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, 
I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you that a licence has, under 
^‘certain conditions, been granted to Mr. Ord and others according to them for a 
space of five years the exclusive right to appropriate and remove the guano from 
three of those islands, named Jibleea, Haski, and Gharzond, and a deed of cession 
to this effect has been drawn up and duly executed by the parties concerned, 
under the authority and supervision of the Treasury and Colonial Offices. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Ord the Earl of Clarendon stated to the Lords of the 
Admiralty that it would be desirable, if consistent with the public service, that 
one of Her Majesty’s vessels should visit ^liese islands after the stormy weather 
had ceased, about September or October, with a view to ascertain what success is 
likely to attend Mr. Ord’s operations, and to afford any protection that may be 
required either by Mr. Ord or by the natives of the islands ; but the Lords of 
the Admiralty have replied, that although orders can be given for any vessel 
belonging to Her Majesty’s cruisers passing that way to call at the islands for 
the purpose of reporting upon their state, it will be impossible for the naval 
officer on the station to undertake the general superintendence of the settlers or 
natives, as it is very unusual for Her Majesty’s ships of war to be employed in 
tliose parts, which are so near to the course usually taken by the vessels of the 
East India Company in their constant visits to the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, 
that they are generally visited by the vessels of that Company. 

1 am accordingly directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that you will 
suggest to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, that, if not 
inconvenient, a vessel of the East India Company should visit the islands at the 
time suggested by Mr. Ord. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) £. Hammond, 


— No. 26. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. F. Elliot, Esq., to Sir C. E. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Downing-strect, 5. April 1856. 

Wyrii reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo,* enclosing the licence and 
bond executed by Mr. end his sureties, under which they are allowed to 
import guano from three of the Kooria Mooria Islands, I am desired by 
Mr. Secretary Labouchere to state that, although your letter does not allude to 
the fact, he presumes that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury will take 
the necessary steps for having the royalty on the guano which may be imported 
by these parties assessed and collected at the ports of discharge, as proposed in 
the licence. 

, I am, &c. 

(signed) T. F. Elliot. 


— No. 27. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. F. Elliot, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, Downing'Street, 6 April 1856. 

With reference to the latter part of Mr. Merivale’s letter of the 2 d February 
last,t suggesting that Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar should receive the royalty 
to be levied on the guano which may be shipped by Mr. Ord at the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, I am directed ^ Mr. Secretary Labouchere to acquaint you,«for 
the information of the Earl of Clarendon, that in lieu of that arrangement it has 
been decided Uiat the officers of customs shall assess and receive the royalty at 
the ports of discharge in this country. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) T, F. Elliol. 
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* — No. 28. — 

Copy of LETTER from Sir Geortf^ Clerk to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, India Bourd, 11 April 1856. 

I AM directed by tlie Commissioners for the Affairs of India to inform you, that 
in compliance with the request of the Earl of Clarendon, conveyed in your letter 
of the 20th* ultimo, instructions will be sent to the Government of Bombay, in 
order that one of the vessels of the Indian navy m%y visit the Kooria Mooria 
Islands, as suggested by Captain Ord. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) George Clerk. 


— No. 20. — 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office 14 April 1856. 

W iTH reference to my letter of the 22d of February last and to your reply of 
the 6thf ultimo, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you that the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India have, at his Lordship’s sugges- 
tion, issued instructions to the Government of Bombay to make arrangements in 
order that one of the vessels of the Indian navy may visit the Kooria Mooria 
Islands at the time mentioned by you. 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 30. — 


Copy of LETTER from J. Ord, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, , Crosby, near Liverpool, 26 April 1856. 

I DULY received your esteemed favour of the 14th instant, informing tpe that, 
at the suggestion of the Earl of Clarendon, instructions have been sent to the 
Government of Bombay, that a vessel of the Indian navy may visit the Kooria 
Mooria Islands at the time mentioned by me in my letter of the 6th ultimo. 

1 beg in nrpW most respectfully to request that you will have tlie goodness to 
convey to the Earl of Clarendon my best thanks for the gp'eat services rendered 
me with regard to the Koorian Moorian project, and especially in obtaining me 
protection at the islands, as the matter is now known in commercial circles, and 
1 have a certain knowledge that it was the intention of some parties in Liverpool 
to send out ships to the islands to load on their own account, on the* strength of 
information they had obtained from me when chartering vessels from them. 

We have already chartered two ships, the “ Blenge” and the “ Pakenham 
the former will sail from Liverpool on the 30th instant, and the latter from 
London on the 20th proximo, and other ships will follow as obtainable at 
moderate rates of freight. 

My present intention is to proceed to the islands {via Egypt) in the latter 
part of June, so as to reach them by the 1st of September (the commencement of 
the fine weather season), and previous to leaving London I should be most happy 
of the honour of a short interview with his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, that 
I.may personally thank his Lordship for the great services accorded me, and 
I trust also t6 tne agriculturists of liiis country. . . 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jm, Ord. 


E3 


No. 28. 

Sir George Clerk 
to E. HammoOd, 
Esq, 

11 April 185O. 
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£. Hammond, Esq.^ 
to J. Ord, Esq. 

14 April 1856. 


t Page 25. 


No. 30. 

J, Ord, Esq., to 
£. Hammond, Esq* 
2(i April 1856. 
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— No. 31 . — 


Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Meriixde, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 80 April 1856, 

With reference to Mr. Elliot’s letter of the 5tli* instsint, and to previous cor- 
* Page 30. respondence, relative to tlie licence granted, under certain conditions, to Mr. Ord 
and others to appropriate and remove guano from the Kouria Mooria Islands, 
I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you a draft of a despatch 
which his Lordship proposes, with the concurrence of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, 

, to address to Her Majesty’s ('onsul at Zanzibar, instructing him to communi- 
cate to the Imaum of Muscat the arrangements made with regard to levying 
the royalty on the guano shipped from thdsc islands, and to repeat the readiness 
of Her Majesty’s Government to share the royalty with the Imaum. * 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


No. 31. 

£,Han)inoad,£iq., 
to H. Merifaie, 

30 April 1856. 


End. in Xo. 31. Enclosure in No. 31 . 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 1856. 

M'ITH reference to your desmteh of the 15th of February 1854, relative to the five 
islands, situated in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south part of Arabia, I have to 
acquaint you that a licence has, under certain conditions, been granted to Mr. Ord and 
otheis, according to them, for a term of live years, the exclusive right to appropriate and 
remove the guano from three of those islands, named Jiblea, Ilaski, and Gharzoiul; and a 
« deed of cession to this effect has been drawn up and duly executed by the parties concerned, 
under the authority aii^; •'upervision of the Treasury and Colonial Offices. Captain Ord has 
consented to pay a royalty of 2^. per ton on all guano shipped during the first two years, 
and 4 per ton after that period ; and it has been arranged that this royalty shall be 
assessed and received by the officers of customs in this country. 

With reference tlicrcfore to the communication which J instructed you to make to the 
linanin^ stating the readiness of Her Majesty^s Government to share with liis Highness tlie 
profits whicli might result from the sale of the guano in question, 1 have to instruct you to 
acquaint the Jraaum with the arrangements wliich have been made in regard to levying 
the royalty, and to report the readiness of Her Majesty's Government to sliare it with his 
Uigliness. • 

At the suggestion of Mr. Ord, it has been arranged that one of the vessels of the 
East India Company shall vir ; -fliese islands, after the storm;y weather has ceased, about 
Septi^mber or October, with a view ascertain what success is likely to attend Mr. Ord's 
operations, and to afford any protection that may be required, either by Mr. Ord or by 
tlie natives of the islands, and the commander of that vessel will be instructed, if he can 
manage it without inconvenience, Hb call at Zanzibar, and to report to you tile result of his 
inquiries. 

I have, &c* 

Major Hamerton. (signed) 

# I .1 I 


— No. 32 . — 

T. Copy of LETTER from T, JFl Elliot, Esq., to JE. Hammond, Esq. 

to E. Ilanimoiu' 

^ Ah iS'O Downing-street, 14 May 1856. 

14 1 ay 1 a ). answer to your letter of the 30 th ultimo, I am directed by Mr. Secretary 

Labouchere to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, that 
lie concurs in the draft of the despatch which his Lordship proposes to address 
to Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, respecting the arrangements made for 
dividing with tbe'Imaum of Muscat the royalty to be received on the guano 
shipped by Mr. Ord from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

I am, &c. 

' (signed) T. F. El&ot. 



F^E T|i^ RAI^NG AND TAKIJ«3 OF GUANOi 
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No. 33. 

Copy of the NOTICE published in the “London Gazette*' of is July 1836, 
of the Licence granted to Ord, J. Hindson, and J. H. Hayes, Esqrs. 

Downing-street, 15 July 1856. 

The Queen has been pleased, by liceuce, dated 20th February 1836, to grant 
to JohnQrd, of Litherland, near Liverpool, late master mariner, Josepli Hiudsou, 
and Janies Henshall Hayes, of Liverpool, merchants and brokers, thfiir executors, 
administrators, and assigns, the sole and exclusive right', for the term of five years 
from the date of such licence, to raise and take away guano, and other substances 
capable of being used in manuring land, from the three islands of Jibleea, Ha.ski, 
and Ghurzoad, in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, 
and to construct all such works or buildings as may be micessjiry for that pur- 
pose, which said islands (with the islands of Halaaneea and Soda) were formerly 
part of the dominions of the Imauin of Muscat, and were by his IHghness ceded 
to Her Majesty, Her heirs, and successors, in lull property and dominion. 


No. 33. 

Licence granted to 
J. Ord, J. Hindson, 
and J. H. Mayei, 
Kgqrs. 

jj July 1856. 


Further Papers on this subject will shortly be presented. 
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C O R R E S P O N p.E N C E 

RESPECTING THE EMPLOYMENT OF 

INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. 


— No. 1 . — 

(No. 57 .) 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolay to Lortl GUnelg. 

My Lord, Mauritius, 4 May 1839. 

A MONTH having now elapsed since the praedial apprentices in this colony 
w'ere entirely liberated, in pursuance of the Order of Her Majesty in Council, 
dated 5th November last, I conceive that your Lordship will be anxious to 
know what effect that change has, as yet, produced. 

A great number of large sugar estates have been almost wholly abandoned 
by the former apprentices, many of whom acknowledge that they were p<ir- 
fcctly satisfied with the treatment they had received from their masters, but 
that tluiy wish for a more easy life than that to which they had been accus- 
tomed ; and though they seem, pretty generally I believe, to be sensible of the 
necessity of turning to some kiml of work, in order to support themselves and 
their families, it is but natural to suppose that a large proportion of them 
will seek to attain that end with the least possible labour. It will also be 
rea<iily conceived that there is, with many of them, a predilection for establish- 
ing themselves in particular parts of the island, owing to their’ cgmparative 
local advantages over others, and this circumstance alone may account, in great 
measure, for the almost complete tlesertion of certain districts. 

Tlic conduct of the late apprentices, speaking of them in the mass, has been 
in a most extraordinary degree quiet and orderly. There is, however, as was 
to he expected, a visible increasi* of certain crimes, such as theft, pillage, and 
di'vastation of property, to the serious injury of individuals ; and as these 
depredations are, for the most part, committed at night, it is extremely difiScult 
to detect the offenders. 

1 am inclined to think that when the excitement occasioned by the late 
change shall have in some degree subsided, many of the former apprentices 
will return to work, either with their old masters, or on the estates of other per- 
sons ; but after all, there will unquestionably be an enormous decrease, as to 
the total amount of agricultural labour. Of the late female apprentices, it is to 
bc‘ tixpectwl that none, or at any rate but very few, will retiurn to employment 
of that nature. This great deficiency of labour must, of course, press most 
severely upon sevi^ral of the proprietors of sugar plantations of the first mag- 
nitude ; and unfortunately the loss cannot, under the existing laws and regula- 
tions, be replaced by the introduction of free labourers from India. 

In this state of affairs I have been appealed to from all quarters, under the 
notion that J could jirovide some immediate relief. 

I have been earnestly solicited by several of the inhabitants to permit the 
introduction of labourers from Madagascar ; hut to this there apx)car to me to 
be very serious objections. In the first place there is every reason to believe, 
from circumstances which have recently occurred, that the authorities of Mada- 
gascar would not allow the natives of that country to quit it at their own plea- 
sure ; and I therefore do not see how labourers, in any considerable number, 
could be procured there, except by' some illicit traffic. Many might possibly em- 
bark clandestinely, and reach Mauritius ; but suppose that it should become here- 
after necessary, for the tranquillity of this colony, or any other just cause, to 
send them back to Madagascar, their fate would be inevitable destruction. 

1 might here add, that even in the interest of the Mauritius proprietors them- 
selves, this scheme would never answer; since no agreement, entered into at 
Madagascar, for tlie purpose of securing the services cf any of the natives would 
he valid, and after their arrival herCi, at considerable expense, the contract of 
service could only be for one year. 

Again, some of the inhabitants have expressed to me the opinion that, in 
the event of persons, to whatever country belonging, coming to Mauritius to 
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" * 

MAVSil^VS. sffek employmefiti |.due feg*Mrd for tihe vita^ iRtei<ept8 the colohy>. ee|>feoialiy 
y I the agricultural part, would justify the passing of a local Ordinance for extend- 
ing the term at present prescribed for centractf of seridce j that is. In, fact, a 
local enactment to supersede the, Order, of thte Oueen in CounciL' .. . s . * 

I need not say that this suggestion is '^ttitednt of question ; and I have, 
with some difficulty, made it understood that, even could J possibly (in conceit 
with the CJoiincil of Government) so far commit myself no agreement made 
under such Ordinance, in direct repugnance to the Order in Council, could be 
enforced. 

Most fully do I enter into the feelings of all those who, for want of the actual 
means of cultivating their property, must necessarily be reduced to great distress ; 

' and, as far as can lawfully be done, I feel the utmost anxiety to resort to any 
measure that might tend to afford them relief ; more ought not to he expected 
from me. 

1 will here express my sanguine hope, that the prohibition which At present 
exists in India to the voluntary emigration of free labourers from that country, 
will, as relattw to Mauritius, be sjwedily removed-; and that Her Majesty’s 
Government will likewise consider it expedient to extend the tenn for which 
contracts of service may be made with that class of jiersons on their arriving 
here. 

1 understand that a memorial to the same effect, from h large portion of the 
inhabitiints of this colony, is in preparation. In. the course of a few days, there- 
fore, I shall hfive the honour to address your Lordship more fully upon this 
subject ; and I trust that I shall be able to satisfy your Lordship that the mea- 
sures to wluoh . I Imve just adverted, and which most essentially concern the 
interests of this colony, may, under proper regulations, be adopted with the 
most perfect«afety. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) tVilliam Nicolay. 



No. 2. — No. 2. — 

(No. (>2.) 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicola^ to Lord Glenelg. 

My Lord, Mauritius, 21 May 18.^9. 

In the concluding part of my despatch of the 4th instant, No, 57, I informed 
your Lordship tiiat there was in pr^aration a memorial from a large body of 
the inhabitants of this co1qiii^% relative to the prohibition which at present exists 
to the introduction of IhlH upers from India. 

^0 ^ I have now the honour to transmit a ]XJtition upon that subject, addressed to 

" Her Majesty, but which goes further than I had expected ; inasmuch as the 
petitioners solicit to be allowed to introduce labourers from other places as 
well as from India. 

I {un not aware that there is any other British settlement from which persons 
of this description could be procured ; and the introduction from foreign coun- 
tries appears to me to be open to many objections, some of which 1 have idrcady 
|a»iiited out to your Lordship, in reference to the proposal for introducing 
Uiboun'Ts from Madagascar. . 

But, SIS far as relates to India, I beg leave most earnestly to recommend the 
paayer of the petitioners to your Lordship's favourable consideration. 

Enclosed are copies (in continuation of my former Tq)ort6) of the corre- 
spondence that lias passed with regard to the Indian labourers who had arrived 
^ at Mauritius. ‘ s ^ ^ 

.net' It was suggested to me by the Government of India, in a communication 

dfUed 11th July 1 838, that it would be desirable that a committee should be 
appointed here to inquire into the condition and treatment of those Indians. 
See page 10, of Enclosure, No. 2.-~In reply (page 13), it was intimated that 
I fully coaciirred in the suggestion ; and I moreover recommended that some 
officers should be sent from India to join the committee. This was, however, 
declined (pa. 44). In the interim, in wder lo commence the inquiry, I ap- 
pointed a committee composed as follows 

. Mr. Camphell, a gentleman well acquainted with the lan^ag^ and habits 
, ;bf the native Indiums, and a specisJ justice in each district ; and with thepa were 

associated 



asoodoted tbvee officers belon^g to the India atrdoe, who, happened be at MAU 
Manritius. ■ ■''.'■;•■■■' . ’.■■ 

At page IS idU be found the instructions given to tlie committee, followed 
by detailed reports of the inresti^tion in nuOietrous cases. With respect to 
some of them at Port Louis, thejre was a cOndderahle difference of opinion, 
between Special Justice Anderson and the other members, as to the treatment 
which the labourers hiui received from their employers, and which does cer- 
tainly not appear to have been sufficiently noticed. . 

The correspondence upon tln.s subject will be found between pages 35 and 42. 

It is impossible to suppose that there should not have been some instances 
of improper treatment and failure of wmtracts ; but I am confident that, uiwn 
the whole, the result of the inquiry will be considered to be highly satis- 
factory. 

Tliat very nefarious practic'es have been resorted to, in many instances, in 
order to firocure labourers for embarkation for this island, is beyond all doubt, 
and many have been sent hither who, on their arrival, have been found to be 
unequal to any labour whatever. Of this, a stroug proof is detailed in Enclosure, 

No. 4, with regard to a large number of labourers who were engaged in India 
to be employed in this colony, upon an e.state belonging to Mr. Merven, whose 
treatment of those unfortunate persons entitles him to much commendjitioii. 

The remedy for the very seiious evils of which I here complain can, however, 
be found only in India ; and 1 entertain the firm belief that efficient measures 
for that purpo.se will be adopted by that government. Tliat being done, the 
Indians who may jirrive here will be protected by strong laws and regulations, 
which 1 am ])ersuaded will be duly enforced by the stipendiar)' magistrates, 
under whose jurisdiction they now fall. 

I will likewise here observe that the proximity of this island to the Indiitn 
settlements, and the constant communication between the two countrie.s are 
circumstances peculiarly favourable, especially as affording the authoritu's, in 
India the means of ascertaining from time to time the true condition of the 
emigrants from that country who may be employed here. 

tijion a fair view, therefore, derived from past experience with respect to the 
general condition and treatment of the Inffian labourers already employed in 
this colony, and considering that the introduction of that class of labourers, to 
a far greater extent, would pi’ox’c of th<! highest advantage to the colony at 
large, and even rescue many indhiduais from sdmost total ruin, I tru.st your 
Loniship will be pleased to recommend tin- removal of all prohibition to the 
emignition of Indians who may be desirous to seek employment at Mauritiu.s ; 
and also that the period for the contracts for service after arrival here may, as 
relates to thexn, be extended as solicited by the subscribers to the jictition 
addressed to Her Majesty. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William Nicolay. 


Enclosure 1, in No. 2, 

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

The bumble Petition of Your Majesty’s faithful Subjects, the undersigned Planters, £ucl. i in No. 9, 
Merchants, Traders, and other Inhabitants of Your Majesty’s Island of Mauritius, ^ 

Sheweth, , ^ 

That your memorialists are all, cither directly or indirectly, engaged, or otherwise uifr- 
rested in the cultivation of sugar, the staple produce of the colony, and the only article of 
commerce which is the growth of its soil, so that the fortune of every single individual 
depends entirely on the suceeBs and extent of its cultui'e ; 

That tlie quantity produced is very cousiderable, having annually averaged 34,000 tons 
during the last 10, yearn : 

That an immense ' amount of British capital has been nivesled in tlic manufacture of 
sugar, which has increased tlie produce very materially, the quantity manufactured during 
the TO years previous to iS'lO having been only 10,000 tons: 

That such of your memorialists as arc land-owners have, within these last four yearti;) 
caused to be brought froin.BriiliBlii Ittdia, in British vessels, upv ards of 2o,000 native Ibdiati 
labourers, who ai^e now ewjdoyed upon fiieir estates, at double the w'Uges usually paid to 
them in India, in Uie cultivation of sugar, their period of engagement being for live yefors, 
at the expiration of which, by the teim.s. of contract, tliqy are secured a^fr^ hack 

to their own country : > ' 
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HAURITitrs. 






1 Tliat thesis labourers were eogaged in 'midyer w ennagumehts in ' Eiig;Iish and 
' the native languages/ subscribed before the Briliah Jiiagi®trates4uere by eftoh iiwiividu^>..ta 
whom the contract of hiring was fully explained^ and, on theii^ arrival in this colony, silcli 
agreements Were dept)sited with the police magistrates here, and the labourers muster^, 
and individually inspected by a Government mcai<^l officer, previously to their beiug trans* 
ferred to the estates for which they were respectively engaged : " ^ 

That the said Indian agriculturdi labourers are well fed, well treated, and regularly paid 
their wages ; they are contented and industrious, and many of them well disposed to remain 
altogether and settle in the island after the termination of their temporary engagements, all 
wliich is m*oved by the papers transmitted from this island to the Secretary of State. for the 
Colonial Department, and j>rmted by order of Parliament: 

That your memorialist, relying with entire confidence on continuing to obtain as many 
Indian labourers as they might require, have in many instances made considerable purchases 
of land, machinery, cuttle, and agricultural implements, and have erected extensive buildings, 
with the object of increasing their plantations, and producing a greater quantity of sugar, 
in which they have incurred a very neavy expense : 

That your .memorialists have neen struck with alarm and dismay 1^ a receipt Order of 
Your Majesty in Council, of the 7th of September 1838, intituled, ” An Order for regulating 
the relative. Rights and Duties of Masters and Servants/' in this and other colonics ; in 
which it is enacted that no future contract shall be of validity, unless made within the 
island, and that no contract shall remain in force for a longer period than 1 2 mon ths ; 

Your memorialists humbly submit that these provisions of the said Order in Council of 
the 7th of September 1838, are tantamount to the total prohibition of the faculty of import- 
ing latwurers from India to this colony, ifrom the certain expense which would be incurred 
in bringing workmen from India to this, without any certainty that they would enter into 
engagements when here, and that even did they do so, such engagements would only be 
binding for 12 months, a period much too short to compensate for the expense of intro- 
duction, situated as your raemoriaVwis are in an island so distant ‘from India ; a period also 
too short for the labourer, who, in leaving his own country for one so distant, naturally 
looks for a proportionate length in the duration of his contract : 

That the other provisions of Your Majesty's said Order in Council most scrupulously and 
minutely provide for the maintenance of the rights and interests of all labourers in tins 
island, and for the immediate and ettectual redress of their grievances, should any such 
tfxist, as has been iueftectually attempted to be shown by parties whose interest is in direct 
opposition to that of V jur Majesty's loyal subjects of Mauritius : 

That the climate dt this island is well known to be very salubrious and congenial to the 
constitution of the native Indian ; 


That your memonalists having been deprived of the services, for 22 mouths, of the entire 
negro agricultural population, by their sudden and premature emancipation, find themselves 
placed ill imminen* peril of losing a great portion of the produce oi their properties, from 
the a(‘tual and immediate want of hands to gather the crops, as all the negro women, and 
the gniater part of the negro men have deserted the estates, their services, your memorialists 
greatly ftiar, being for the luture lost to agriculture : 

Inusiniich, therefore, as the introduction of Indian labourers into this island must be 
benelicial to India, by not only ridding her of her superabundant population, but by providing 
her with a future supply risrhiuen, who will have acquired here a competent skill and 
knowledge in the cuitivatjon aikd -;..,auipulation of the sugar cane; as their emigration here 
is unquestionably advautagcuus to themselves, by their procuring higher wages, in a climate 
more nealtliy tlian their own, and by their removal from a country wlicre, under the, Hindu 
and Mahomrnedan law, some degree of qualified slavery is still supposed to exist, to an island 
lro:n whence its lust vestige has for ever disappeared; as the supply of labour from India 
for this colony must benefit the empire at large, by the increase of the produce of sugar, and 
consequent augmentation to an immense amount m the custom dues on its importation to 
the ports of Great Britain, and, lastly, us the sudden suppression of the supply of manual 
labour from India, coining at the same critical moment with the equally sudaeu suppression 
of the negro apprenticeship, must work the total ruin of your memorialists, striking a death 
blow to tne commercial and agricultural prosnerity of this important island : your petitioners 
therefore humbly pray, that Your Majesty win be ^cfously pleased to take this their humble 
r^resentation into Your Majesty's royal consideration, and thereupon, by an Order of Your 
Majesty in Council, to direct and order, that so much of Your Majesty’s said Order in 
Council of the 7th of September 1838, as prohibits contracts of hiring and service made out 
of the colony, and limits their duration, as well as that of ;^1 such contracts as are made 
within the colony, to a period of tw'elve moutlis only, may be repealed and modified, so as to 
permit and allow your petitioners by thep^selves, or their agents in British India, or in any 
other place, either within or without the colony of Mauritius, to engage and contmet for the 
hiring and servia*, within this island, of any labourers, workmen, or other persons as may be 
willing to enter into such contracts of hiring, for the purpose of being employed in agri- 
cultural and other manual labour on the estates uf your petitioners in this colony, for 
any period that may be mutually agreed on, not exceeding five years : provided always, 
^at every such agreement be made in writing, and signed by the two contr^ting parties 
in the, presence and with the conseutaad approbation of flome one of ITour Majesty's justices 
of the peace, or other .magistrate at the place where s^ch contract of hiring and service sliall 
be made and entered ihfo? ai^ subject to the resiaion of every such contract, if it shall be 
made to appear, to isatisfaction of any three of Your Majesty’s stipeudiary justices of tlie 

peace 





peaice i» this colony^ in p6tty eessioir asfmaiibled, that, twy sncb lahowrer^ or other 

person ha« been indneed to enter mto any such conMct by any xoisrepresontatioo, deception, 
;or concealment, and subject to sucb othar rules and i^gulations as to the wisdom of Your 
Majesty in Comicil may seem nt and proper, and your petitioners as in duty bound will 


■everpmy. ' 

Mauritius, 16 May 1636. 


(100 Signatures.) 


Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary's OiSce, 20 May 1839* 

1* His Excellency the Cxovernor directs me t€) acknowledge the receipt of the petition to 
Her Majesty the Queen, under date the iBth instant, for a renewal of the permission to intro- ^ 
duce Indian labourers, and for certain modifications in Her Majesty's Order in Council of the * 
7th September 1836, relative to masters and servants; 

2. His Excellency %viU have much satisfaction in forwarding the memorial, by an early 
opportunity, to the Kight honourable the Secretary of State for presentation to Her Majesty, 
and in recommending the prayer of it to most favourable consideration, so tar as regards 
Indians. 

1 have, &c. 

Messrs. Hunter, Arbuthnot & Co. (signed) (Jeo. F, Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 2, in No. 2. 

CoNTjNUATjoN of tbu CoRR32sroNi)ENCB witli the Bengal Government relative to Indian 

Labourkus. 

The Secretary to Government, Fort WiUiftmi. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 30 September 1837. 

1. 1 HAVE ilm direction of his Excellency Lientenaiit-geDeral Sir William Nicolay to 
ack]iowl('dg(; the receipt of your letter of the 7th June last, c.omj^iunicating copies of an 
cnactnuait ])assed by the Legislative Coitncil of India, for the better protection of natives 
emigrating from the territories subject to the^ Bengal Presidency. 

2. Tl)e enactment in question has been published for general information in this island, 
and 1 have been directed to request that you will offer to the Right honourabie the 
Governor- general of liidiii in Council the assumnces.of his Exeelleney Sjr William Nicolay, 
that h(* will continue to take the same lively interest as hitherto in the well-being of such 
of the natives of India as may eniigratti to Mauritius ; and will be entirely disposed to 
eo-o]>erate with the Indian Governments in afibrding to them that protection w hiclt it is the 
object of the recent enactment to secure. 

' I liave, (See. 

(signed) (?. F. Dick, Col. Sec. 


To the Secretary to tlie Bengal Government. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 1!) December 1837- 

I HAVE the directions of his Excellency the Go^e^nor of Mauritius to aj^prize you, for the 
information of the Supreme Govenunciit of India, that the ship Mary Anne, which left Cal- 
cutta on the 3d October lust, with 52 Indian labourei>i, tuuler engagements to serve in this 
island, arrived here on the 25tli ult., but without having any medical attendant on board, as 
is required by the regulations in force at ports within the limits of British India. 

I have, &c. 

(signed ; G, F. Dick^ Colonial Sec. 


G:F, Dicky Esq. Secretary to the Govermnent of Mauritius. 

Sir, ' Fort William, 27 June 1838. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Deputy Goverupr of to transmit to you, for 

the purpose of being laid before his Excellency the Go^m'>r of Mauritius; the accompany** 
ing copy of a, letter from the superintendent Calcutta police, dated the 25th instant; and 
of its enclosure, and to state lhat' the Deputy Governor inclines to look ujx)n itm a neces- 
sary check that the Government should be informed of the return of any labonfors who 
JiaW been shipped at Calcutta under permit, especially w'hen they are tc-ernbaiied at 
58 * ^ B '1 ' Mauritius 
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M^urithiif for If mdiYid»aJs ^ ifofe la : s^kt Jtt $e^eta 

^mbarkatipai^'oa bo^ it k imp wbfo to kavo aajj^jaeif^arity 'to , wt^t their*^ 

fete al^er Ipamg the-iskwa^of Mauritiuai.-./. .;'' ’ . ' . '"‘ 

^ ' '■ , ^ J''bate>'45e; 

■■'■', ^'.r i(.$igned) ff, J^insep, ''■■■■ 

. . . ‘ Sec* to the Governmeat of BengaL 


To ff. T. Prinsepf Esq*, Secretary to GoveriUiient of India. 

Sir^ Calcutta, 2& Jtmc 1838. 

I iiAVi: the honour to for\^^rd copy of a letter received on Saturday evening fifom Cap- 
tain Finniss, chief commissary of police, Port Louis, for submission to Government 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. U, JBirchf 

Superintendent Calcutta Police* 


Captain Birch, Superintendent of Police, 

Sir, Police Dejvartnient, Port Louis, 23 May 1838. 

I TtAvic the lionoiir to acknowledge the ^l eceipt of your letter of the 13th of February, with 
its several enclosures, for which I heg to return you my Ixist thanks. 

Kothing of moment has occurred siiuc I last wrote you, and 1 have only to mention 
the impossibility ol sending you returns of the Indians who are sent hack for misconduct, 
it is so diflicidt to get the masters to arrange for Ilnur passage till the last moment of the 
vessers #^uiling, and slic has gO-ueraU^. sailed before 1 can ascertain what men are n^ally 
gone. ^ 

There is, liowevt'r, one thing I must niention, thpi no Indian labourer is ever sent away 

w’ithoui his own coiiscint being freely given and recorded in this offict‘,and if in any case he 

refuses il, the mutter is submitted to the proper magistrate, who cancels the engagement. 
Every attention is paid at this otHce to any claims they may set up for wag(»s or otherwise, 
so that any claim they may prefer in Imlia must bo groundless. 

The <lescription of mc i now arrivinu is better than Ibrmerly ; scarcely any complaints arc 
made of ill-treatment dumig the passage', and their general appearance is healthier. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Finniss, 

Cliief Commissary of Police. 


To Cr. F, Dick, Esq., Colonial Secretary, Mauiitius. 

Sir, Fort William, 11 July 1838. 

I ATM direded to transmit ; ^Vl, for the information of his Excellency the Governor of 
Mauritius, the accompanying cv*|f>jr ^}td a resolution this day passed by the Honourable tlie 
PiTsidont of the Council of India in council, relative to tlie exportation of Indian labourers, 
and to request timt his Excellency wdll, in order to satisfy the Government and the public, 
of India as to the condition ol the Indian labourers who have l>een exported to Mauritius, 
alliuv a committee to he appointed in the manner and for the purposes recommended, and 
favour the Honourable the President in Council with a copy of the report that may bo 
obtaiuorl from the committee. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JF. H. Prinsep, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


Extract from the Proceedings of the Honourable the President in Council in the General 
Department, under date the llth July 1838. 

Read letter from the Secretary to the Government of Beaigal, dated the 61h June, 
enclosing a letter IVom the superintendent of Indian laliourers, nnd the copy of a reply 
written to that officer, declining to gmnt further passes for the exportt^tion of Coolies to 
tlic West Indies. 

« 

Re ad a minute by tiie Honourable W.W^. Bird, Esq,, dated the 2d instant, and concurred 
in by the Honourable Colonel W. Morison, 

Resolution : 

The Houonrable the President m Council entirely approver the orders passed by the 
deputy-governor of Bengal, for suspending the grant of permits for the further tonspmt- 
ation of Indian lobovr . to the West Indies pending the inquiry about to be instituted by 

the 



lafeomw'to.iihosse ^ ^•r,:x^::Vv[ '; : ^ ^ ■' , 

The Pi’esidcnt in Couiidl js %thfet of opinion that .the govemniente of Fort St. ^orge 
and Bon^ay uhoiild bo desired ainiiteiriy to refuse peririits for the cinbarkatbii of Indian, 
labourers oil vesssefes clearing put for any |K)rt in the West Indies.. With reference, however, 
^to circuraatances which have recent^ transpired, and which aflfojrd ground for apprehending 
that tlie methods sidopted for procurii^ labourers to engage for service in colonies audplaafs 
beyond sea are productive of serious frauds, and have led to much oppression, and that the 
sykem is a souren of injury and abuse, rather than of benefit to the labourers, in tlie form 
in which it is at present carriecl on, the President in Council is of opinion that (‘ommittees 
should be fprmtd at each presichiucy to ascertain the nature and extent of the abuses which 
hai’C prevailed, and. to advise Government as to the best means of preventing their 
recun*ence. 

His Honor in Council further is of opinion, that it may tidvanbigcouBly be suggested to 
his Excellency the Govevruu* of Mauritius, and to the goveniments of any other colonies to 
which. Indian labourers have been e,xtensively carried, to appoint conimitlees, including 
one or inoi’e Indian civil or niilitaiy servants, or other }>crsons residing tliore, who may be 
able to communicate personally with the labourers, in order to ascertain whether they are 
contented with their lot, and satisfied with the manner in which the eoulract with them has 
in general been fulfilled by the parties to whom they have been consigned, and for whom 
their services were ongnged ; also spccificuUy to report on the facilities aftbrded for return 
when, upon expiry of tlie contract, or from the labourers’ inability to work through sickness, 
accidonl, or any other cause, they may bo entitled to a fitw passage back to India/ 

It also appears to the President in Council that the ascertainment of the treatment or 
tlie labourers on lioard ship is a part of the subject that belongs to the authorities at tlie 
ports of destination, and that the attention of ' tlic governments of the colonics to which 
labourers have been (ionveyed may iitly b(‘ requested to the expediency of instructing any 
local committee tlmt may be appointed to inquire into that branch of tlie subject. 

Coj)ies of the rules establislieil for the grant of permits in Bengal should be furnished to 
all ih(! connuiltecs, in aid of their consideration oi‘tlic subject* 


(True copy.) 


signed) F. II* Primepy 
Secretary to Government of India. 


To the Secretary to the Bengal (fovennnerit. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, August 1B38. 

]. Ills Excellency the Governor, Sir William IS'icolay, directs to ti’ansmit to you, for 
the inlorniatiiiu oi’the Supreme Government of India, the enclosed of casualties among 
the Indian labourers embarked on l)oard the ships Laiicier and Indian Oak, during the 
voyage from Calcutta to thi*^ islaiul, in order that the Right hf>nouralile the Governor* 
general in Onmcil may cause such inquiiy to be made as nmy appear necessary, with, u view 
to ascertain the cause of so many of these men iiaving thrown tlicmselves overboard alter 
leaving Calcutta. 

2. Much difficulty has arisen, after the arrival of the Indian lubouiers at tliis pi>rt, in 
adjusting the advances made to them previously to their embarkation at Calcutta, and I 
have b(^eh directed to submit tlie expediency of some regulations being established by tJie 
Supreme Oovornmeut, in <n'dcr to restrict the advance of wages within a limited jicriod, 
(not to exceed, if possible, u period winch may laj)se during the voyage, or at the utmost 
three months,) so that the labourers, instead of finding thems(dves with stweni) montlis’ 
advance of wages to work out on their arrival here, may at once, or at h ast much earlier 
than at })rc«cnt, come into the rec<upt of wages lor tlunr labour, and thus be enabled to 
provide themselves with such comforts as they mayrecpiire previously to their proceeding to 
the diflerent estates on which they are to be employed. 

3. A regulation of this kind seems to be urgently called for in tlie interests of tlu^ 
labourers, ibr, w'hatever may he the amount advanced to them, in India, ftwv of them reserve 
any portion of it to provide for thei]- wants on their anival here, and they are consequently, 
under the existing system, left entirely dept'jideni on their employers, until they sJiall Jiave 
worked out the period tor which their wages have been paid in advance. 

4. I liave further been instructeil to request that you will draw the attention of the Supreme 
Government to the propriety of withholding permission for the embarkation of Indians for 
this island, unless tlu* governor's authority lor their introduction here shall have been pro- 
duced to the authorities in India, 

I have. &c, 

^ (signed) <?, F Dkh^ 

Colonial Secretary. 
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AURmus. 


Babadon, No.36j| 
Canaye, No. lao. 
Sfaookuii, No. 141 
Bassuru, No. 31. 
Tooracoceen, 
No. 191. 


mRISPOJn^BNm iRESI^ClTmG OF 


Tlie Honourable (r. F,. Dick, Esq*, Colonial Secretajy* 

Sir, * Police Department, Port Louis, HI July 1838. 

- I HAVE the honour to encloi^ you copies of three Proems Verbaux/' drawn out by the 
captain and officers of the ** Lancier/^ respecting five Indians, who are supposed to have 
■ thrown themselves overboard, three of them very e'^riy after leaving land. 

1 hare tliought it right to transmit copies also to Captain Birth for tlie information of 
the relations oi the deceased, as also tlmt inquiry may be made as to the manner in which 
these individuals were engaged in Calcutta, it appearing singular that they should, at so 
early a period, have had recoui*sc to so desperate a resolution. 

I have also directed inquiry to be made nere amongst the Indians wlio came down in the 
same vessel, as they had oeen distributed before I was aware of these circumstances. 

. I have, &c. 

(signed) John FhinisSf 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


A Bold du Lancier, Capitaine Aubin, a Culpee, Riviiire de Calcutta. 

Le 11 Mai 1833 . 

Nous soussignes, capitaine, ofticiers ct equipage du trois mats barque Laiicicr,*' cer- 
tifions quo le dix Mai, mil hnit cent treute huit, ayant compte les Indions passagers, 
en presence des huit gardes envoyes pour Ics siirvciller, et do Tequipatie, nous nous somnies 
aper§us que les nomm6s Shookun, (No. 141 ), Possum, (No. 31 ), et looracvceu, (No. 131 ,) 
hiboureurs, envoy^-s a Maurice par Messieurs Tiron et Pandele do Calcutta, luanquaicnt. 
Nous croyons que ecs hoinmcs se sont jottes la nuit a la mer pour thcher d'attraper la terre, 
ma.lgr£ toutes les surveillances possibles. ^ 

Ell foi de quoi nous avons signe le present proces verbal, fait en duplicata, pour servir a 
qui de droit. 

^signe) Aubin. Jonb Toris. 

Rial Antoine (Maitre.) 

jS. Finch. Riace (Soueany.) 

AmlxcSi Astiidilis. 

(A true copy.) 

, (signed) John Finum^ 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


A Bord du Lancier, Capitaine Aubin, par la latitude 2o® lO' N. et longitude -Id' Eht. 


Le 13 Mai inas. 

Nous soussignes, capitaip'. tors et equipage du troi«r mats barque ‘VLancier," cer- 
tifions qut‘ le Ireize Mai, mil h .it cent tronto huit, u quutres lieures et demie du 
matin, ventant belle brise de S. S. 0., la mer tre.s grosse, le nomme ‘^Cariaye/’ Indien 
laboureur (No. 120), envoye ii Maurice par Messieurs Tiron ct PeiKlcle de Calcutta, sVst 
jettc ^ la mer, et ayant etc englouti de suite, nous u’avons pu lui porter sccours. 

Get homme avait dt^a voulu se ietttT i Teau en riviere de (Calcutta, on Ten avail enipechc, 
ct mis au fer ; ayant quitte le pilote, et ne voyant plus la terre, on Tavait rehiche. 

En foi de quoi nous avons signe le procl'S Verbal, fait en duplicata, pour servir ii qui do 
droil. 

(signe) Aubin. J. Torh. 

Real. Antoine (Maitre.) 

B. Finch Ignacc (Soucanis.) 

Andxes Astudilu. 


(A true copy.) 

(signed) John Fmms, 

Chief Conunissarv of Police, 


A Bord du Lancier, Capitaine Aubin, en Rade de Calcutta. 

Le 2 Mai 1838. 

Noits ftoussign^s, capitaine, offleiers et equipage du treis mats barque Lancier, 
cerlifiions que le deux Mai, mil huit cent trente huit, ventant Torte brise de S. 0., Ic 
uonimc Bahadou” indien laboureur, (No. 26 J), envoy6 ^ Maurice par Messieurs Tiron 
& Pandele de Calcutta* etant a la Pouleune, est tombe a l^eau, et ayant coul6 de suite par 
Ibice du coiirant, r^ayous pu4e secourir. 

* ' Ea 



INDIAN LABOUREK& IN TH# MAURltim 




En foi de quoi nous savons sigiic le present proems verbali &it cn dupUcata, potir servir A 
qui de droit. , 

(sign6) Avbin* J. Taris, 

liiaL Antoine (MaStre.) 

Ji. Finch Niace (Soucany.) ^ 

Andxes Astudilis* 


(A true copy.) 


(signed) John Fhnisst 

Cliiof Coumusaary of Police. 


The Honourabh* (}. I\ Dich, Esq., Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Police Depurtnie.nt, Port liouis, 8 August 18:48. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose,. lor submission to his Excellency the (TovcriK>r, copy of 
a list of casualties amongst the Indian labourers, recently arrived by the Indian Oak, fronn 
which it appears lliat ten of them jumj)c(l overboard on leaving Calcutta. 

A copy has bceu sent to Captain Birch. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John FmnisSf 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


June ;4d, 1838, 3 p. M. — (C/oolcy Bazain.) Ten men jumped overboard ; niiu^ were bremght 
hack by the boats, tin? other missing ; snjjposed to have sunk under tln^ ship's stern. 

JuiKi 71h, 1838,30 p. M. — (Sanger Roads.) A man was observed swimming from the 
ships; cleared away a boat, but being of opinion that the lives of ilu; boat's crew would be 
endana(‘r('d by scmlnig luir away in a strong flf>od tide, and S. W. breczf^ during a dark night, 
dill not lower bcr. 

N(.‘ith(T of lliesc men's naiuos ^uc known ; the latter supposed to be Secrce.*' 

June .0th, 1838.— (Alsten.) One of the coolies, named Didlat, reported to have fallen 
overboard during the niglit, iiaving left his wife at 11 p. m. to go on deck ; since which lie 
has not been seen. The weather Avas boisterous during the night. 

August ftth, 1 M. One of the coolies, named Comollie, died from the elfccts oj‘ chronic- 
dys(a>U‘iy. 11a. m. Simi his body outside the Bell buoy, and sunk it. 


(A true copy.) 


(signed) /?. Ilai/ne. 

(signed) John Fitinm, 

(liiof Commissary of Police. 


To the Chief Secretary to Govenmunit, Bengal. 

Sir, Colonial Sccretary'.s OHicc, 12 Septembor 1838. 

1. 1 UAVK had the honour to iv(H*ivo and to lay before his Excellency the Governor of 
Mauritius y<mr lethT of the lllh July last, giving cover to the copy of a resolution passed 
by the Pre^sident ol' the Council of India in Cunncil relative to tlie emigration of Indian 
labourers ; and rer|uesting that, in order to satisfy the Government and tlie public of Iruha 
as to the coiulition (»f the Indian labourers who have bf^m brouglit to Mauritius, his IJxcel- 
hniey would allow^ a committee to be- appoint('d, for the purjK»s(i of inquiring into and 
reporting u|)on the several points on wliicli l\is Honor the Pn'.sideul in G)uncU is desirous 
ol possessing information. 

2. In reply, I have been directed to request that you will assure the Supreme Government 
of India, that, as the protection of the Indian labourers has been an object of the Ch jvernor's 
most anxious solicitude eviu’ since their first introduction into Mauritius, so his Excellency 
will be ready to afford to the Governnimit and public of India the fullest and most ample 
information on all points connected with tln^ state and condition of th(^ Indian labourers 
who have emigrated to this colony ; and that liis E.xcellency will proceed to institute in- 
quiries into this subject in the manner, and by the means within his reac.h, best calculated 
to lead to an ascertainment of their real sentiments and feelings with resp(;ct to tlioir treat- 
ment here. 

3. Eroni the feeling that nppeitrs to prevail in Calcutta respecting the treatment of the 
Indian emigrants liere, and the misstatements put forth at the public meeting recently held 
there on this subject, his Excellency cannot venture to hope that any inquiry conducted by 
tlie local authorities, in conjunction with any of the servants of the Ivrist India Company 
who may by chance visit this colony, will be hehl, by those who agitate the question in 
Bengal, to oe either, satisfactory or convincing j and it would, therefore, be more agreeable 
to his Excellency the Governor, and would doubtless be ^nore satisfactory to the. Govern- 
ment of India, timt such an inquiry should take place in the presence of persons selected 
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14 CORRESPOlSmNGE EESPECTING OF 

'MAURITIUS. \iy Government of' India expiiiisly for this purpose, and unconnected, even by ft' uhort 

previous residence, witli this colony. His Excellency would, thenifdre, reconxmend, that 

one or more officers of the Indian (iovemmenl, possessing a tlxorough knowledge of tlio 
native languages of Bengal and .Madras, should be iiupointecl in India, and be sent down 
here, for the pur{M)sc of makinir, in conjunction witn the local authorities, these and all 
other such inqiiiri(!S with ivgani to the Indian emigrants as may satisfy the Oovemment of 
India as to their true position in Mauritius. 

4, Hit-Excellency chwires me to express his entire confidence that the result of such an 
in(|iiiiy caimot fail to prove highly satisfactory as to the state and condition of the Indian 
labourers generally; and, moreover, will furnish the Indian Government with such full and 
dcUxilcd information on tinf subject, as will enable them to form a correct judgment as to 
wiiether these iK-oj)le are couteiited with tlteir lot, and satisfied with their general mo<le of 
treatment in this colony, which his Excellency believes them really to be. 

. 5 . 1 lie Governor does not presume to say that tbe'C arc no exceptions, but whenever 
they occur, and the Indians are not slow in making thorn known, means are, immediately^ 
taken by tire public ofiieeis here for inquiring into and re/lressLug the grievances of whieh, 
either individually or collectively, they may have to complaiu ; and it w'ill, no doubt, be a 
satisfaction to tlie^ Indian Goveniment to know, that an ordinance is now in progress 
through the Council of f Government here for placing the Indian labourers, by instructions 
from the Semr'tiiry of StaU;, under the same protective jurisdiction as was established by 
the British Parliament for the ajrpreuticc population. The special justices, upon whom this 
rlnty will tlius devolve, were, some mouths ago desircrl tf> take advantage of tire opportuni- 
ties afforded them by their Visits to the apprentices on the different (fstates, to inquirt* into 
the ctmdition and state of the Indian labtiurers. Their reports have been transmitted to 
the Secretary of State, and, together with the papers published by Parliament regarding the 
iiiiilter, furnish much salrsfaclory information m regard to these peo[)lt), and show the 
sinxiotv and attention with which the Governor has watched over Ihcir interests. 

<!. The, abuse which might have arisen out of the transfer clause in the engagements 
entered into in India has hitherto W-cn effectually provided against by a local regulation, 
which reqiurcs that uo transfer shall take place without the free consent of the Indians 
themselves, given before a police officer, and unless it be shown that the transfer will not be. 
prejudicial to them it cannot liave the Governor’s sanction, and without that sanction tlie 
transfer cannot be considered legal, or, be acknowledged by any public officer. To make 
this regulation more formal, a clause of the same kind has lieen introduced into the jiro- 
jKisexl owlinance, by it is enacted, that the services of the Indian emigrants cannot 
be ceded or trauslciicd without their own express consent, and the concurrence and apjiro- 
bation of the magistrate having jurisdiction m the district where they urc employed, after 
he shall have assured hitpsclf that such transfer is not unfavourable to tlie emigran ts. 

7. With respect to th^ treatment on board ship, the Governor fears that iiolliiug can be 
done at the place of arrival beyond establishing tlie particulars of ill-usage or misconduct 
towards the emigrants, xvlicnever such may luifbrtiinately occur. But desirous of meeting 
the wishes of the Indian Government in every point connected with those jieople, liis 
Excellency ha.s caused instructions to be given to the proper officers to inquire into and 
report upon tlie treatment whudi the Indian labourers have exjiericnced in every shiji which 
may arrive here with emigrants on board. Much, however, he conceives may be done in 
India by a strict attention * -he ••ccoinmodation and the provisions, medicines, Sec. jiro- 
vided for the voyage, which be continued uj) to the latest possible period previous to 

fhe vessel’s departure, ,so as to prevent, as far as prarticahle, any misappropriation of any 
part of these stores or provisions by landing them again beforc sailing. 

Ji. With reference to my former nommunicatioiis on this matter, Ins Excellency the 
(io/iTnor has directed ihe tbdrafv the attention of the Government of Ijxdia to some of fhe 
evils which, there is but too luttcli reason to apprelieud, are extensively practised in Bengal, 
notwithstanding' the zealous and praiseworthy vigilance which appears to have been cxer- 

< by the officer charged with the superintendence of this branch of police duty in Cal- 

< ulM', an<l with the execution of the ordinances passed by the Supreme Governmeut on 
ilii.s subject. The promised advance of wages, it is to be feared, is not laithfully accounted for 
to the ('migrant ; also that false descriptions have been given them, us wellol the place (hey 
were going to, as of the nature of their employment there ; and that there are instances in 
which Indians have been limried on board ship, with whom no engagement had ever been 
made. It is to be (observed, however, that such occurrence.s are confined to Bengal, and 
that similar eomjilaints have not been made by the Indians frr»m the Madras territory. In 
some cases the proper allowance of food for the voyage has not lieen jirovided, medical 
iu-snection has not taken place previous to embarkation, nor medical attendance ln‘eu fur- 
nislied during the voyage. 'Hk* consequence has been, that vessels on their arrival lierc 
have been subjecten to quarantine, sometimes of considerable duration, and the Indian 
(-migrants expoR(;d to all tlie inconvenience and misery of protracted coniincment on board 
a crowded vessel. 

1 have, icc, 

(signed) . Geo. F. Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 
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Mr. Special Justice CamfMl. ' 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 15 October 1838. 

1. In pursuance of the su^estidns of hjs Honor tire President in Council at Fort Wil- 
liam, that “ tlte governors of the colonies to which Indian laljourers have been cxtensivclv 
curried should be requested to appoint coniniittees, including one or more Indian civil 
or military servants, or other persons who may be able to coininunicate personally, y^th the 
labourers, and to ascertain wliether they are eonteuted vvitli their lot, and satisfieii the 
manner in which the contracts with them have iii general been fulfilled by the parties to 
whom consigned, and for whom their services weie et^uged,” I have his *Ex-celiency the 
Governor’s directions to acquaint you, that lie has been i»1eased to select you for this duly, 
in which you will be assisted by the special magistrate of each section of the different dis- 
tricts of the island. 


JiIAURXtIUA 


2. His Excellency has further requesttid the only sei'vants of the East India flkanpany 
known to be now here, viz. Captain Forbes and Mr. T. Hugon, to associate themselves wiffi 
you and thfc siiecial justices, and to form a committee for this purpose. 

3. The object of this inquiry being to obtain such accurate iniumiation with respect tv) 
tlie treatment of the Indian labourers in this colony as may tend to sattsly the Government 
and the public ot India as to their real slate aq<l condition here, it will be requisite that 
you should, in conjunction with tiic other ii'icmbers of the eomrnitlee, visit tlie sevr;ra! 
establishments and estates in the town of Pori l.ouis, and in the country districts, 0.1 
which Indian labourers are employed ; and tliat you should, by pci'soual communication 
with the Indians, endeavour to iiscertiiin thdr njul sentiments and feelings on the followun'*- 
jwiiits ’’ 

Whether tiicy arc satisfied witli the maimer in wliieh their cmjiloyers, or thvisc acting 
under the orders of their employers, have fulfilled the cugagemcnt>“ entered into with the 
Indians. 

Whctlicr they are satisfied as to the quantity, quality, and tlc'criptiou of tlie food pro- 
vided for them by their employers ; the regular payincht. of the stipulated amount of tWir 
wages; the hours of labour; and, generally, with their mode of treatment. 

S'ou will also ascertain from their masti'rs, wliat anuugemeuts liavc liccn made by the.in 
for the faithful execution of that part of the. engagement under which tire Imiiaus are 
entitled U> a free passage back to their own country upon the exjiiratiou of their contract, 
or from inability to work, through sickness, accident, or other cause. 

4. On these, and many other points which may suggest themselves to the Committee, as 
teiuiing to establish tlie real state, and condition of the Indian hiboui'ers in this colony, it is 
desirable that the most accurate information should b<; obtained'; and to assi.st the cem- 
niittcc in that respect, I liayc the honour to enclose a copy of the injunctions laid upon all 
persons wlm obtain permission from this Govemment to introduce Indian labourers, and of 
the rules established in Ihmgal fm the grant of jiermits there. 

it will 1 ki your duty to exiilain t(.i the Indians the rights ami privileges whicli they 
possess as free subjects in this colony, and tin: course they liiivc to pursue to obtain redress 
if aggrieved. And it being desirable tliat the employ ors should be present when this is 
done, you will lie pleased to make a comuiuuication to them to that effect previously to 
entering into the explanation with tlie Indians. ' 

11 . It is further advisable, that you should take every oppoifimily which may oecuv iii 
the course of this duty to impress upon the Jndimis the expediency of depositinn dieir 
money in the savings hank, as there, is but too much reason to apprehend, that in several 
instances crimes have lieeii committed from a kiutwledgc among their coiiiradc.s of their 
carrying their money about their persons, as is the practice, in India, 

I have, &c, 

(signed) G. F. Dick, , 

Colonial Secretary'. 


• Colonial Secretary's Office, 15 October 183S. 

1 , The honourable the. President in Council of Bengal, with a view to salisfv the Govern- 
ment and public of India witli regal'd tothestat.’ and condition of tlie Indian labourers 
employed m this cohmy, has suggented to hts E.wcUcncy the Governor, that a committee, 
should be appointed, including one or more Indian civil or military seriants, dr other per- 
sons residing in the colony, who may' be able to communicate personally with the Indian 
labourers, for the puriiose of ascertaimng from the Indi-oiis thcmsc'lvcs whether they ai'o 
contented with their lot, and satisfied with the mannei' in whu’h tlic contract with them has 
boeti fulfilled by their employers here, for whom fheii' sendees were engaged m India ; and 
specifically to report on the facilities afforded for Uieir return to Iheir own country when 
their engagements may expire, or from inability to wwk through sickness, accident, or other 
cause, the labourers may be entitled to a free passage ba^ k to India. 

C 3 2 . And 





'fid, 


2» ApA ii^t^Uitoey teymg coineiirji^4 ik this^^ I 

, to inquire dfeposed to bec^omo a dtetSwr ctf the eoimdittee to be fc^med for 

^this 'puq>o«e. ' ' ^ ■' ' \ ' ■ ‘'■' - v ■ i':" ' ' ■> '' 4 

■;■■'■■. I have, See. ^ ■ ■ ■ 

^ Captain Forbes, Bengal Army. (signed) O. Ff S)ick, 

T. Hugon, E^*, Bengal Service. Colonial Secretary. 

J. Jury, Esq., Madras 


Special Justice ClttTwpJeW. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 27 October 1838* ,, 

I. Repjbkrtng to my IetU;r of the 16tli instant, I have tlio honour to acquaint you that 
Mr. Bury, of the Mudras.Civil Service, lias been requested to assist in the inquiry about to , 
be instituted into the state and condition of the Indian labourers in this colony, and you 
will therefore be pleased to give him notice of the day you purpose entering upon the 
inquiry. 

S. In addition to the several points of inquiry adverted to in my letter above-mentioned, 

I have his Excel1cn<!y the? Governor's directions to request that the Committee will ascertain 
whether the several bands of Indians remain in the employ of those for whose service they 
were originally engaged ; whether all or any portion of them have been transferred from 
one master to another since their arrival in the colony ; and, if so, whether such transfer has 
been made with their consent, and with that of tlie Governor. Also, whether any of the 
Indians have been hired out by the masters for wliom they have come here. 

I have, &:c. 

• (signed) ( 1 , F, 'Dick, 

C^Vilouial Secretary. 


The Chief Secretaiy to Government, Bengal. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 29 October 1838. 

1. I HAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your hotter of the 27th June last, 
expressing the dcsin* of the Bengal Government to he informed ol‘ the return to Calcutta 
of any liulian labom who may have been shipped there under permit, especuilly in cases 
where they are re-(‘u\‘oarked at this island for alleged misconduct ; and I have his Excel-* 
leucy tlie (Jovenior's directions to acqutiint you that instructions to that efleci vv(*re imme- 
diately given to th<^ chief^commissary of the police, and lie has stated in reply, as you will 

f icrceive by the siccompaitying copy of his letter, that such a retfirii, stating the cause why 
ndian labourers arc sent hack to Calcutta, is regularly forwarded to Criptain Birch. 

2. Gr(*at <]ifficulty is experienced in obtaining good in(?n for police guards in tint present 
transient state ol the population of this colony; aufl it has been suggest(?(l to the Governor 
that suitable persons might be obtained in India for that duty. His li\(?(dlcncy directs me, in 
consequence, to request that authority may be given to engag(? 10 or 12 of the |)olice jKions 
of Calcutta for the SLjvice of this Govcriuiieut, and to send tl»eni dr)vvn by an early oppor- 
tunity. The chief comuii, y commuviicatt'. with Oaptaiii Birch, in regard to the 
nature of the police duty lue description of men required, and the, rate of remu- 

neration, 

1 have, &c. 

(sigiKid) G. J\ Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


To the Chief Secretary to Government, Bengal. 

.Sir, Colonial Secretary's OlFice, 31 October 1838. 

1. With reference to the communication under date the 12t.h September, which, by 
direction of liis Excellency the Governor, 1 had tlie honour to make to you in answer to 
your letter of the lltli July Ikst, I havVto acquaint you, for the information of his Honor 
the Pi'osidcnt in tiouncil at E’ort William, that, pursuant to the desire expressed in the 
resolution of 11th July 1838 , a committc’e has been appointed to inquire into the state and 
condition of the Indian labourers who have emigratfuJ to this island, and to rc,porl upon the 
several points on vvhicli the Government of India is desirous of possessirig inibrmatioii in 
regard to th<'7u. 

2. EVom tiie nature of their appointments and duties, his Excellency Sir Williuni NicoJay 

conecivt^d lhal the special magistrates, alluded to in the fifth paragraph oi’ my letter to you 
ef the 12th Sept ' mber, would be the most proper of the local authorities t() carry on the 
mquiiy ; and from them ho bus selected Mr, Special Justice Canipl>cll, from his 

])ersoiuiI actpu'jiuiance with the habits of the Coast Indians and tboir language, to preside 
o\er the comiuitt/?e, which will be composed, besides, of the magistrate of each district, and 
of all the Indian officers now in Mauritius; vi'/. 

J. T. Bury, Esq. Assistant Collector of tile Northern Division of Arcot. 

Captain Fr^rlies, liith llegimcnt Bengal Native la fantry. 

F. llugon , l Sub-assistant to the Commissioners of Assam. 


3. ^rhe 




, 3^' 'T!b(\ Git^vemor^haiS ,di6?sir6d i 

Ccuupbell ^lex^cttasioiii foife of 

. to you that the committee baa eat^ci upon the inquity 'fay ,, 

and couditiott of the indkn labourers in the Port Louis district 

4 . luWtbemnco of the object which the Indian Gqvetnmeut has in view iii to^ 

these people, his Excellency requests that you will submit to tlie Honourable the Pr<es^ 

of India m Council the expediency of the letters from tlie emigrants to their ^i^^ons ip 
India being allowed to pass free of postage. Already the chief commissary of P®ce here 
has been authorized to receive and deliver, free of charge, all such letters, and he has made 
a communication to that effect to the Calcutta magistmte who has the superintendence of 
the natives who emigrate from thence ; but as a free intercourse by letter between the 
Indians in the island and their families in Bengal would be a certain and effectual niearw of 
making known to that class of the natives most concerned the real and true condition of the 
4 labourers in Mauritius, the Governor trusts tliat the Bengal Government will concur in this 
proposed measure, and give instructions accordingly for the cxemi)tion from postage of all 
the letterg of the Indians who have emigrated to tliis island. 

5, In conclusion, his Excellency requests me to repeat his recommendation, that oiBcerfii 
specially selected should be sent here from India to witness and report on the state and 
condition of th(j labourers in Mauritius, and that the proceedings of the present commitieG 
should not in any way interfere \vitl\ such furth€:r investigation. 




I have, See, 

(signed) G, f \ Dick, Colonial Socri',tary. 


Tlie Honourable G\ F, Dick^ Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Pori Louis, 2 November 1838. 

Tun committee of inquirj’^ on tlic condition of Indian labourers yx this colony being about, 
in a few days, to proceed on its tour through the island, we beg the favour of your inform- 
ing us wh(‘ther the government of Mauritius wall furnish us with the means of Imnaport 
and other expenses, or grant us an adequate allowance for the same. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) llttgon, 

JRifrg, 

J, V, Forbes. 


Messrs. Ungon^ Bury^ and Forbes. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 12 November 1838. 

Having laid btdore his* Excellency the Governor your letter of the 2d instant, requesting 
to be informed whether, as inernbers of the committee of inquiry on the state vind condition 
of the Indian lalumrers in this colony, you are to be furnished witli the means of transport, 
or whether any adequate allowance will be made to you ot» that account, 1 have been 
directed to state to you tliat the inquiry now in progress having been instituted at the 
recoininendatiou of the Bengal government, and such of the East India Company’s servants 
as might be on the spot appointed members of the committee at the ea|:pross desire of liis 
Honor the President in Council, it does not appear to his lixceltency that it rests with the 
government of this colony to bear any cxjxense attending such nominations. 

I have, however, been directed to inform you that his Excellency will have nd objections 
to your receiving such advances from the colonial^ funds as you may find necessary to cover 
the expense to which you may have i)een subjected in the execution of this duty, leaving it 
to you to adjust this matter at the respective Presidencies to which you are attached. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. F. Dicky Colonial Secretary. 


To the Committee of Inquiry on tlie Indian Labourers. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary's Office, 12 November 1838. 

His Excellency the Governor being desirous that the Indian emigrants here should 
understand lliat arrangements have been made for facilitating their cornmmiicatious with 
their friends and relations in India, 1 have been directed to Kujuest that you will intimate, 
as well to the masters as to the Indian laboui’crs on the several estates and establishments, 
58 . c 3 ' that 



i8 .CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING ESfPLO^ENT Op- 

iUALU^TIUS. tluit fheir iettem, on being seat to tlie chief commissary of police at be 

■■■■■v * forwarded liy him to their destination ; and that yoii will impress upoh^.t^%i^ 

advLsablfencss of giviug every facility towards such communications* , ^ ‘ . 

I have, (fee* , ^ 

(signed) 6r . F, JDick^ CJoIonial Secretary, 


The Honourable G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. _ , 

. Port Louis, Ip November 1838. 

l\ p;liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of. youi* lettet of ycstcwlay^fi.,duic, in 
answer to our application fur travelling' ailow'auco, stating that, from the circumstance of 
our having been appointed inembers of the present committee of inquiry at thfe *expi^s« 
desire oi fiis Honor tlie President in Council of Bengal, it does not appeal’ to iJis Excel- 
lency that it rests >vit.h the government oi this Colony to bear any expense attending sucli 
nominations, but that his Excellency will have no objections to our receiving the necessary 
advances from the colonial funds, leaving us to adjust tlie mutter at our reaiiective 
Presidencies. J 

In reply we beg to state, that not having l)eeu directly appointed in fJeneral Orders by 
the Indian Gciycrmncnt, we ore under some opi^rchension tliat the government of our 
respective Presidencies would not alttuid to our individual applications for travelling 
expenses, which (with reference to the high rate ol‘ the hiix! of conveyances, &c. in the 
colony) we find would amount to about 30*'. each per diem; to enable us, therefore, to 
peHorm tlie duty of visiting the districts tlirongJiout the island, we beg respectfully to 
submit find, in drawing on the colonial funds for that amount, it may be "distinctly under- 
stood, that in the event of the Indian Goverumentf declining to adjust it with us, we may 
not bo held in any way personally responsible for the same, as we cannot be expected, in 
addition 1o the tender of our services for this duty, to be liable to incur pecuniary risk. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Jiurjf, 1 Members 

Huf/on, f of' 

i7. Villurs Jrorte*‘,J Commit too. 


The Honourable 6'. F, Dick, Colonial Secretary. 

^ir> ^ Port Louis, 13 November 1S3S. 

We have tlie honour to forward, fur submission to Ins Excellency the Governor, our 
pi'ocetjdings up to the 7th eh complete our investigation of 81 establishments in 

Port Louis. 

2. We beg to state that the committee thought it unnecessary to visit those places where 
a h-ssnuniher than 10 Indians were employed, as such could only be considered in the light 
of domestu* servants, 

3. The ai)stract of the proceedings will show wdieni vSonie interference may be necessary, 
with i(‘gard to the accomniiodation, medical treatment, and time allowed to the Indians for 
tlieli inciiis. 

4. Any further roraarks, at the present stage of our inquiry, would be premature ; we 
cannot, how ever, but express the hope, that in the plantations w^e may meet with as few 
exceptions to the general good trealmefit of tlic Indian labourers as have hitherto come 
under the observation of the committee. 

We have, &c, 

(signed) C. ilf. CamphelL 
T, Hvgov, 

Q.VlUicra Forhes. 

W. JSwry. 
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8 ah!sse. and a Alti- 
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with regard <0 their 
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ti*o curry powder. 


- - Quito sutisfi^I 
and contented. 
And they even 
said, they would, 
after r«-visiti«g 
India, return with 
their families to 
serve Mr. WiJson. 
[continwNi) 
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On n reference to this j^bstract, it will be observed, that the men from Oalcntta nate invar iahly complained of having been defrauded of a 
Croat portion of thoir six months’ wages, said to liavp b»?en advanced to tlumij whlcit sluuuyful abuve will doubllcssi call for the Intcrfcroncc and pro- 
tection of the Henipil Oovi^mment. 

The niunther of deaths since tlielr arrival appears ^ be about 3^ per cent. 

(8ign<?d) 


T> 


(\ <V. Campbell 
T, Huginu 
J. VUliert Forbet. 
If. Hurt/, 


58. 









WAURitius; 


CORPSPpmEiSfGE RtSP^^G 


' : 1 Queries to '&eEmjf>toyer. : ‘ ' 

1. — What are the number of Indian labourers on the estabKshmettt, and from what parte, 
of India introduced, and at what ]}enods? ' - 

^ 2.— Have you any Indians obtained here by transfer; how many and from whom ? 

^^Was tlie transfer sanctioned by Government ? 

4,«— What is the number of deaths that have occurred since their arrival ? 

'S. ^ '■ > ' 

' 5. — What is the number of sick now in Imspital, and how many are absent without 

leave? 

6. — What has been the montlily average of sickness and of absence? 

7. — Have any of the engagements entered into by you with Indian labourers already 

eicpirc’d ; how many of the men have renewed their contract, and how many have rfetumed to 
India ? ’ ■ ' • 

8. — Have any of them deposited money in your hands ; how many have done it, and how 
muclx of their pay <lo they thus save yearly ? 

0. — Ilavc you acquainted them w^h the existence of a savings bank ; do you know of 
any objectimis on their part to deposit their money there? 

1 0, — Do they frequently communicate with India by letter, and, if so, through what channel 
are those letters scut ? 

11. — Do anv of the labourers receive letters from India? 


Question.s to the Indian Labourers. 

1. — Whether they are satisfied with the performance of the engagement on the part of 
their employer, aid do they dc-arly understand its conditions ?, 

2, — Whctlier lin y receive tbcii pay regularly, or is any deduction made from it, atui ou 
what account ? 

n.—Whethcr they arc satisfied witli the quantity and quality of provisions furnished 
tliem ? 

4. — VVhether the quantity of clothing and other articles furnished is according to the 
agreement ? 

5. — Whiptlu i’ the hours of labour, the time allowed for meals, are according to tlio ugree- 

ment; W'lu'ther subjextod to any lalx'ur beyond their strength, for W'hich they had not engaged 
themselves I . ” 

6. — Whetlier in sickiics- fey receive projxer medical attendance ? 

7. _'Wqi(;t}ier they uuder.stand that they arc to be provided with a passage back to India, 
free of exjjousc, at the expiration of their engagement? 

8. ' -Whetlier they wi-re originally engaged in India on account of tlieir present employer, 
or transferred to him by other parties? 

9. — Whether such trahsler lias been made with tlie authority of Government, and with 

•hi'ir free couflent ? ■ 

10. __W'hetlicr any of them arc hired out by their masters, and whether aware of the rate ? 

n ..„-Whe.lher they arc aware of the course they have to ffillow to obtain redress when 
aggrieved by tlu'ir masters or others? 

— Whether tliey find it easy to correspond with their friends in India ; through what 
channel they send them, and whether they, have received answers in return? , 

13. — Whetlier they deposit their savings with their employers, or have them in their own 

keeping ; or whether aware of the existence of a savings bank, and of its allowing an iutcre.st 
of '> per cent.»ou the money deposited ? • 

14. — Whetlmr fi’om the manner in which they are treated in Mauritius, they would, after 

llieir return to India, feel themselves warranted in recommending their countrymen engagmg 
on similar terms ? ■ 
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PnoCEEi>iNG« of a Committee of Inquiry on the State and Condition of the Indian Labourers 
employed in tlie Mauritius^ ordered to tasemble by Jiis Excellency the Governor, and com- 
posed of the mider-mentioned officers : 

Mr, Special Justice Campbell, of Flacq, 

Mr. Special Justice Anderson, of Port Louis. ^ . # 

J. F. Biiry, Esq,, Madras Civil Service. 

T, Hugon, Esq,, Sub-Assistant to the Commissi' in Assam. 

V, Forbes, Esq*, Captain, 15th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry. ' 

The committee having assembled at 11 a. m. on the iOth OctoW 18;^8, proceeded to the 
establishment of Mr. Worthington, and to the annexed questions to the employers and 
labourers the following answers were given : 


No. 1. — Emplovers' Answers. 


1. — 130 from Covinghec, introduced on the 
20th June 11437 , and 87 from Bengal on the 
15tli January 1838. 

2. — None. ‘ 

3. — None. 

4 . — 14 . 

5. — 10 sick, and five absent without leave. 
0, — From 10 to 12, 

7. — None. See Answer to No. 1. 

8. — Four only, to the extent of GO to 120 
rupees. 


0. — ^This was explained to them in the pre- 
semee- of the committee ; not aware of any 
particular objection to tlicir depositing money 
in the savings bank. 

10.~The Coringhee people have been in 
communication with their friends by nutans 
of the vessel iti which they arrived, and which 
has been trading to and f rom Coringhec ever 
since. 

1 j. — Sometimes. 


Answers from Indian Labourers. 

J. — ^They arc satisfied, and understmid tJie 
conditions sttt forth in the agreement. 


2. — ^They are regularly paid, and deduc- 
tions made in accordance to the agreement. 

3. — Yes, they are. 

4. — Yes, they are clothed. 

5. — Tlu'y do not complain. 

C. — Receive proper medical attendance. 

7. — 'I'liey understand that they art', to be 
provided with a. passage back, but the agroo 
ment of the Coringhec men difier, they hav^ 
ing to pay for their passage. 

8. — Originally engaged for their present 


n. — Not applicable. 

10. — ^'fbey answer negativedy. 

11. — ^They arc aware where to apply for 
redress. 

12. -^1110 Coringhee men alone have writ- 
ten and received letters. 

13. — Four only have deposited money with 
theb* employ (ir ; none in the savings bank, 
the nature of which explained to them, 

14. — They have nothing to comjdaiu of the 
island, and would have no" objection to return 
to it. 


employer. 

Thi\ only t.liing to be noticed in this establishment is, that the engagem^ui with the Co- 
ringliee men is diflerenl from all the others, they having to pay their passage back, and a 
deduction from their pay being made in consequence. 


No. 2. — Second Day’s Proceedings ; 30 October 1838.^ 
Mr. Josq^h Diorv, Bakery, 


— 0,2 from Bengal in October 1837, and 
nine from the coast in February 1838, 

2. — Eight out of the 22 from Bengal was 
transferred to him by Mr* Worthington. 

15. — Yes, with the sanction of Goverumont. 

4. — One. 

5. — None sick or absent. ^ 


G. — As many as a third of the whole num- 
ber on their first arrival, but latterly none. 

7. — Noa^. 

8. — None, 
u.— No. 

JO. — One of tlu^ coast men wrote and for 
warded the letter by a l^ascar. 

11.— Not to his knowledge. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers, 


1 . — Affirmatively. 

2. — Yes, they do. 

3. — Yes, tlicy arc. 

4. — ^They arc to receive it next montli, 

5. — They do not <U)mplain. 

G, — Receive medical atteiuhuice. 

7. — Yes, they do. 

8. — Originally ongageil for Mr. Diore, 
with the exception of nine who were trans- 
ferred by Mr. Worthington. 

9. — Yes, with their cottsent, and the sanc- 
tion of Governmout. 

10. — None. 

1 1 .—Affirmatively. 
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12. — Yes, one wm has written ; none of 
the others have done so, or receivc.d letters. 

13. — They spend all tlieir money, and were 
not aware of the existence of a savings bank. 

14. — The majority are satisfied vvith the 
island... Nine of the Bengal men have ex- 
pressed discontent at every tliiug. From the 
appearance of the men, and on examination, 
the committee am of opinion that the discon- 
tent is not owing to tfu' fion-pcrformance of 
anytmrt of the engagement, but to some 
injiKiicious interference with their preju- 
dices, by making; them cook tlufir food in 
the same place with the apprentices and In- 
dians of low cask. 

D 2 


fMArBITlDl 



correspondence RESPECfTlNd EMPf^YMENT OF 


NrAUUItlUS. 


No. S.-^-Meesrs. Caron ^ Qo; Boat Eatablisliment. 

’ ■i 


l,-~»48 men from Corin^hee in Jimp 18.38, 
imd fi2 fipom Pondicherry m Nwembor 1837. 

S.^^^one. , 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — Throe death.s (one accidentally poi- 
jsOued himself). 

5. — 1 sick ; none absent. 

(5, — About 12; some occasionally absent 


themselves for a d^y or two on reeieviug their 
pay. ■ ■ . . ■ 

7.-»Not atmlicabie. 

8-~N6ne. 

9.~-Yes, I have ; one man has 30 rupees 
deposited. , 

Ip. — Yes, wme.of them have done so, and 
send their letter!^ through hhn generally. 

1 J. — ^Yes, they have recfiiyed answers. 


Answbbs from the Indian Labourm's. 


1. — Satisfied. 

2. — Yes, they receive their pay regularly. 

3. — Pcricctly satisfied. 

4. — ^'fhey receive clothing aci^rding to the 
agreement. 

5. — They do not complain. 

6. — Yes, they do. 

7. — Yes, they do. 

8. ~Originally engaged for their present 
employer. 

0. — Not applicable. 

10.— rThey are not hired out, but have al- 
ways worked with their present employer. 


lli~Yes, they are aware where to apply 
for redress. 

12. — Yes, they have written and received 
answers through the agency of a native 
trader, and also tlirough their employer. 

13. — One, man has deposited 30 rapee.s in 
the savings hank, .and many others have 
small sums in their own keeping; llic nature 
of the savings bank has been properly ex- 
plained to them, and they appear disposed to 
take advantage of it. 

14. — They would on their return to India 
strongly recommend their countrymen to en- 
gage ibr the Mauritius. 


The committco having inspected the accommodation for the Indian labourers, are of 
opinion that; with the addition the employer proposes to make, the men will be well lodged. 
The sick are well taken care of, and there is a proper hospital in the cstabli-shinent. The 
general apptiaraucr \>l tiie men is satisfactory. 


No. 4. — Messrs. P. Duelos ^ Co., Sail Makers. 


1. — 10 from Pondicherry arrived in Decem- 
ber 1837. 

2. — None, 

3. — Not applicable: 

4. — IN one. ’ 

5. — None sick ; none absent. 

6. — One. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. -None. 

9. — Never; not being aware of its exist- 
ence. 

10. — No, not to my knowledge. 

1 1 . — N ot to my knowledge. 


Answers firom the Indian Labourers. 


1.— Are satisfied. 

3. — Are paid regular. 

3. — Satisfied. *' 

4. — Yes, tliey receive clothing. 

ft. — Have not sufiicient time allowed them 

for their meals, and work from daylight to 
sunset. 

6. — ^Itcceivi.- medical attendance when sick. 

7. — Yes, they are aware. 

8. — ^Werc originally engaged for their pre- 
sent emjdoyer. 

9. —Not applicable, ^ 


10. — Since their arrival they have always 
been in their present emplpyer’s service. 

11. — Are well aware where to apply for 
redress. 

13.— Tliey have' not written or received 
letters. 

13. Ilkve no money in their employer’s 
hands, but, on explaining to them the exist- 
ence and nature of tlie savings bank, they 
appdar disposed to avail themselves of it. 

14. — Tliey would on their return to India 
recommend their friends to engage for the 
Mauritius. 


Qnastim to Mr. Ifvclos. What time do you allow them fc^ltheir meals ?— Answer. Three 
quarter.^) of an hour foi breakfast, and one for diimer, l>eside.s allowing a. cook to prepare 
their fooil. 

The committee are of opinion that the time allowed them for their meals is msufficient* 
03 the men work from daylight to sunset. , ’ 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS, 


No. •'>. — ^Third Day'a Proceeding®, 31 October 1838. 
Mr, Milne's Establishment, Bakery. 


1, ~Eightfronf Bengal in December 1837, 
and 12 fromitlic coast, 15 October 1838. 

2. — Four transferred to him by Mr, Samp- 
.«on. 

Si — No; not sanctioned by Government. 

4, — ^Two, not included in tlni 20, 

5*— None sick ; none absent, 

6. — One sick occasionally ; none absent. 

7, -^Not applicable. 


#,~Tbrce have money m his hands, and 
saved about half their pay. * 

9. — He ^endeavoured to to them 

the existence of tl)c saviugs baiif/^nt could 
not make them understand it. 

10. — One man has writtCTi, and sent the 
letter by a comrade going to G|iIoutta. 

11. — Not to his knowledsje. " 




Akswebs from the Indian Labourers. 


1. — fc^tisfied. 

2. — Arc paid regular. 

3. — Satisfied wiui the provisions, 

4. — Receive clothing. 

5. — ^They do not complain. 

6. — Receive medical attendance when ill, 

7. — They perfectly understand it. 

8. — Three- men from Calcutta say they 
came from Mr. Sampson’s to Mr. Milne’s; 
the others were originally engaged for their 
present employer. 

1). — Witn their free consent. 

10. — Have always worked with Mr. Milne. 


1 1 . — ^They are aware where to apply for 
redress. 

12. — No, they have not done so, not 
knowing how to forward them. 

13. — Thr{‘e from Calcutta luive money m 
their employer’s hands, the nature of the 
savings bank being pro[)erly explained to 
theni ; they prefer leaving their money with 
their employer. 

14. — They would speak favourably of the 
island, on their letura to India, to their coun- 
trymen. 


Tlic Committee found everything satisfactory in the establishment. 


No. 0.— Messrs. iSrny ^ Co., Cart Establishment. 


1. — 10 from Poudicheryin October 183U; 
50^ from the same place in October last ; and 
30 from Coringhee in the same month and 
year. 

2. — None, 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — One died, and one absent since four 
months. 


%5. — 11 in hospital from fatigue, occasioned 
by the voyage. 

6. — Cannot say»as they have lately arrived. 

7. — Not applicable, 

8. — No ; they have no money in his hands. 

9. — No, he had not. 

10. — Not to his knowledge. 

11. — No, not to his knowledge. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1 .—Satisfied. 

2. — Are paid regular. 

3. — Are satisfied. 

4. — Yes, tljey receive their clothing. 

5. — They do not complain. 

0. — Receive medical attendance when ill. 

7. --Yes, they do. 

8. — ^They were originally engaged for Mr. 
Erny, 

. 0.— Not applicable. 

Everything satisfactory in this establishment, 
the cook, in not preparing thoir meals properly. 


10, — ^They all work wjth their present em-^ 
ployer smee their arrival. 

11, — ^They knowwhei'e to apply for redress. 

12, — They have? not as yet done so. 

13, — They were not avvai-e of the existence 


of the savings bank, and therefore ^sp^nt 
their tnonoy ; but in future they will avail 
themselves of It. 

14, — ^They would, on their return to India, 
speak favourably of the island to their coun- 
trymen. , ^ 

The men made a trifling complaint against 


No. 7. — Messrs. Viffoureux 

1. -18 from Calcutta in March 1838, and 
5 from the coast in August last. 

2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable, 

4. — One died. 

o, — 10 in hospital; none absent, 

0. — About eignt; no absentees. 


Cltauvin^s Establishments, Shipwrights. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8. — None have money in their hands* 

9. — No, they had not; the greater part of 
the laboijrers having arrived only iu August 
last. 

10. — Not to their knowledge, 

11. — Ditto. 
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Anbwbus from the Indian Irabourem. 


ll— Satisfied, 

2. — M& pnid regularly. 

3. — Satisned. , . 

4. — Rom^od clothing in India. 

6,~Thw do not complain. 

6. *^Ile®ve medical attendance when ill. 

7. — They perfectly understand it. 

— Originally engaged in India, for 
Messrs. Vigouniux & Chauvin, 

0.~Noi applicable. 

10. — They have, since their arrival, always 
* worked with their present employers. 

No complaints whatever 


1 1 .—they know where to apply for redress. 

12 . -— No, they have not as yet dwe so ; 
but they received letters from India by a 

, lascar of a vessel. * 

13. — ^They have ho money in their em- 
ployers’ hands; but on the committee explain- 
ing to tliem tlie nature of the savings bank^ 
they appeared disposed to follow the rocom- 
meudation of the committee. 

14. -— They would, on Iheir return to India, 

speak fevourably of the island to their coun- 
trymen, ^ 

on this establishment. 


No. 8. — Messrs. fTatson ^ lim/y IJoat Establishment 


1. — 5G from Bengal arrived 7 August 1838* 

2. — Ves, two from Mr. Fisher. 

3. — With the sanction of Oovernment. 

4. — Three died on the passage, and three 
since their arrival, not included in the 50. 

3. — Two in hospital ; none absent. 

G. — Five on an average ; generdly slight 
cases. 


7. — Not ajiplicablc. 

8. — -The time for which advances were 
made to them in India has not expired. 

n. — No ; because they have no money. 

10. — No, not to their knowledge. 

11. — Ditto. 


Answers fiom the Indian Labourers. 


1. — Satisfied. 

2, — They have received an advance of six 
months' pay in India. 

3. — Satisfied. 

4, — They received it ha India prior to em- 
barkation, 

6. — Satisfied in all respects* 

6. — They receive medical attendance. 

7. — Yes, tliey do. 

8. — Were originally engaged for their pre- 
sent employers, except iwo men. 

One man (ioinplained of being beaten by on 
be against his positive ordei's ; upon the xvlml 


1). — With their free consent, 

10. — Have always worked with their pre- 
vseiit employers. 

11 . — ^They know where to apply lor redress, 

12. — They have neither written or re- 
ceived letters. 

13. — They ret'.uived si\ montJis' pay in 
advance, and are not entitled to pay. " • 

14. — They would sj>eak veiy favourably 
of the island to tlieir countrymen, on their 
return to India. 

‘ of the overseers, which Mr, Watson stated to 
the men are perfectly satisfied. 


No, 9. — Proceedings, 2 November 1838. 

Messrs, Tyack^ Cart Establishment, 

l. — 24 from Cochin arrived in June 1838. lieeii too short a time here, and received three 

:l.' — None. months' pay in advance on their ombarka- 

3. — Not applicable, tion. 

4. -irNo deaths. 9.™They have not as yet, because they 

5. — None in hospital, and none absent* a ve,no money. 

G. — No sickness or absence* 10.— Several of them have written, and 

7. - -Not applicable. scut the letters by Mr. Tayler. 

8. — None m their hands ; the men have 11. — Not to their knowfedije. 

Answers from the Indian Labourers. 

1 . — Satisfied. 8, — Were originally engaged for their pns 

2, — Are regularly paid. sent employer. • 

3, — 'Satisfied. 9. — Not ajiplicable. 

4. — Received clotJxing on embarkation, 10.— Have always wwked with their pre- 

3. — Complain not having sufficient time sent employer. 

allow fed them for their meals ; are dissatisfied 11*^ — ^fheykuow where to apply for redress, 

witli their work* ^ 12, — Have written, but* received no an- 

0. — One man complains of being ill for swers* 
the last two montlrfc, and n^iccived no medi- 13. — Have no money, in their employers’ 

cal attendance whatever. Thte man appear- Imnds ; the naiure'^df the savings bank has 
hig really ill, the committee strongly recom- been explained to tliem. 
iuended his empiover to send him fohospitaL 14, — ^fliey would speak favourably of the 

7. — They do. / island (except the man who is ill). 

One man complains of not receiving medical attendance ; the whole of them arc dis- 
satisfied about the lii.r 'wed them for their meals; no proper accommodation allotted 
for them ; and compJaiu uiiso of facing over-worked* 



INDIAN UBOt^BIlRS IN THE JiStBitlUS. 


No. 10.— Mr. Lesur, 

1. — 26 from Calcutta and 10 from Pondi- 
chery on the 81st January last, and 10^ from 
the latter place on the 19th June. 

2. — None. 

3. — Not ffl^licable. 

4. — One died. 

5. — Eight in hospital j two serious eases, 
the remamder slight. 


Cart Establishment. 

6. — Eight as an average ; none ^sent. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8. — No, none have money in his hands. 

0.— No; tbo coinmitiee have explained to 

them tlio nature of the savings bank, and 
they appea*" disposed to avail th^|gelve 3 of it. 

10. — Not to his knowledge. 

11. ~Ditto. 


mAuriisps. 


Answebs from the Indian Labouiws. 


1. — Are satisfied. 

2. — Are regularly paid. 

3. — -Yes, they are. 

4. -They received cJothing on embarking. 

6. — 'iMiey do not complain. ‘ 

0. — ^Tbcy do receive medical attendance, 

7. — The^y do understand it. 

8. — Were originally engaged lor their pre- 
sent employer. 

9. - -TSot applicable. 


10. — They arc not hired out. 

11, — ^Thcy know where to apply for redress.* 
12- — Have not written, Irccause they d»> 

not kmnv how to hcnd it. 

i;^,— They wem not aware of the existence 
of a savings bank, Imt will avail themselves 
of it ill future. 

14. — ^They would speak favourably of the 
island and of then* employer. 


Everything satisfactory in this establishment. 


iVo. 11. — Mr. F, Berycr, Cart Establishment. 


1. — 69 from tiu coast between January 
and June last. 

2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — No deatlis- 

— Six in hospital j none absent. 

(5. — Three at an average. 


•Not applicable. 

8. - No deposit of money iu his liandii- 

9. - No, as tliey have licen only tor a short 
time. 

10. -Not to his knowdedi:e, 

11. -Ditto. 


Answebs from the Indian Labourers. 

1. — Arc dissatisfied. 0, — Not applicable. 

2. — An^ regularly paid. 10. — Arc not hired out. 

3. — Ro(‘-eive rice and fish regularly, but not 11, — Yes, they know where to apply for 

curry jxiwder. redress. 

4. — Received clothing on embarking. 12. — No, they have hoi done so, bi^causo 

■“1'hey all complain of not being a Howled they did not know how to afend then letters. 

suiHcicnt time for tUcir meals ; complain of 13. — Have no money in their mustt.*r s 

hard work, ami kept at times till nine o'clock hands. The coiumittee explained to the men 

at night in stowing away bags of sugar, ami the iiuturo of the savings bank, 

of being frequenUy beaten by the overseer. 14. — They would not return to such anuis- 

6. — They do ubt receive nuxli cal attend- ter; would rather destroy thems^?lvcft : nor 

ance. would they recommend their countiymon to 

7. — \i‘<, they do. serve Mr. Berger. 

.S. — Originally (uigaged for Mr. Berger. 

Question to Mr, Berffer, Who is the medical man attached to your establishment ? — 
Answer, Mr. Sale.sse,, who visits the Indians three times a week, and have also employed 
a Malabar doctor, 

Did you issue curry powder to the Indians regularly ? — Yes, but they refused it qcca- 
bionuily. f 

The committee having inspected the building for tlieir accommodation, find it ample in 
point of room, and also "the hospital. The men complain of the stiaicli arising from the 
stables under the building they occupy, and which, the coinmittei* found so. One man, who 
was brought out, was in such ii debilitated state, that in no place but a public iiospital could 
proper curt* be taken of him. 

General dissatisfaction e.\;prcssed liy tlio Indians. 


No. 12. — Mr. WikoHy Architect. 


1. — 46 from Pondichcryin July 1837, mid 
21 from Coringhee in Juife 1838. 

2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable- 

4. — Deaths, four. 

T). — One sick, one absent. 

C. — About two as an average; one absent. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — Yes, one man has 03 riipees. 

9. — ^Yes, he has acquainted them with the 
nature of the savings bank. , 

10 . — Yos, they du wTite frequently, and 
send their letters by their Comradt^s. 

n.-*-Y^es, they do. 
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, U'.-^Aje satisfied . "y " 
,2!.--Yes, tbey-db. ■;'•■'■. ' I 

3, — They are.’ , ' , ' ' ' 

4, — Yes, they tjw^ve cJotUiog. . . 

6. '-*-HaTe RtOTcieat time allowed them for 

atie^not overworked. 

' R^ve medical atteaidance. 

7. — They do. 

8. — Ware originally engaged for Mr. 
Wilson. 

9. — Not applicable. 


i ‘ ' 

ais^they ki^b# wliBretd anplyfof redress, 
but that since tlieir arrival they never have 
had, aiiy cause to c^mpiam 
' 12^-^Have written often, and sent their 

letters through tlTeir ftiendf^ fau| r^eived no 
answers. ' ' s 

13.— Only one man has deposited money 
with his employer. The nature of the sayings 
bank has been properly explained to them. 
I4vr— Favourably. . ,, 


Quisstion to the Indians. Would you, on your return to India, have any objection to 
return to the island with your families ?— .-dnsircr. Yes, we would bring our families, pro- 
vided \ve were sure of being employed by Mr. Wilson. 

Everything very satisfactory in this establishment. 


No. 13. — Messrs. Oiguel ^ Co.^ Cart Establishment. 


1. — 16 from Calcutta in October 1837, and 
^3 from the same place in August 1838. 
,2.-None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — Three died. 

5. -^Twelve in ho.spital, one absent, 

6. — Four at an average (one is continually 
absent). 


7. — Not applicaWe. 

8. — No deposit in their hands. 

9. — They have explained to them the 
nature of the savings bank. 

10. — Not to their knowledge. 

11. — Not to their knowledge. 


1 . — Are satisfied, 

2. — Are regularly paid. 

3. — Are satisfied. 

4. — Receive clothing. 

5. — Do not complain being overworked, 
but eight or nine complain of being beat by 
the overseer. 

6. — Receive medical attendance. 

7. -^They do. 

8. — Were originally engaged for Mr. 
Gi(|ucl. 

9. — Not applicable 


Ansv^ers from Indian Labourers. 

11. — They do not know where to go to 


complain when ill-treated; the committee 

f Jointed out to them tlie course they were to 
bllow. 

12. — ^They have not written or received 
letters. 

13. — Have no savings ; the committee ex- 
plained to them the ad vantages of the savings 
bank. , 

14. — They would, on their return to India, 
speak favourably of the island ; some say 
they would return here with their families. 


10.— They are not hired out. 

A few of the men complain of being cuffed when at work by the overseer; but in other 
respects the men appear to Ixj perfectly satisfied and contented, and would return to tlie 
islapd with their famdies. 


No, 14. — Messrs. XwcfW and JLesieury Architects. 


1. -^TO from Calcutta in October 1837, 
20 from Poiidichery in March 1838, and 20 
from Coringhce in May last. 

2. — None, 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — Three died. “ 

f). — 10 in hospital ; none absent, 

6, — From four to five ; none absent. 


7. — Not applicable 

8. — Not in their hands, but five of them 
have deposited money in the savings bank. 

0. — Yes, they have. 

10. — Occasionally, and through the post- 

office. t ' 

11. — Not to their knowdedge. 


^ Answers from tb 

■ 1.— i^atisfied, f 

2. — Are paid regularly, 

3. — Are salisfietl. 

4. — Receive clothing. 

Tj, — T hey do not complain. 

Oi-^Receiye medial attendance. 

7. -^Tliey umlerstand it. 

8. — Were originally engaged for their pre- 
nt employers. 

ih — Nut ap|)licable. ' 

K'.—They are not liinid out. 

11 .—They know wheire to apply for redress. 

j. thing- satisfactory ii 


Indian Laboiirers. 

12, — Some .of them have written, and send 
the letters by private hands. 

13, — Five of them have money 3i:i the 
savings bank. 

14, — They have notliing to say against the 

country. One man has licen for years at 
Bourb^m, return# to Coriftghee, re-engaged 
for the Mauritiu^ arid broujriit his wife w'ltlf 
him ; they all say they would, on their return 
to India, recommend their employers to their 
countrymen. , \ 

this establishment, 




sdHovem^r ims* 


' :"■' i^^Jkouet, 

1.— 20 from Poitdioheiy in . September 

2i-^Not applicable. 

3. — Ditto. 

4. — No deiaths. 

6. — ^Noiie wick ; none absent. 


Architect. 

6. — About two ; DO absence* 

7. — Not applicable. 

H,— They have been too short a ti|ie hcr^., 

9. — Not as yet 

ll.- -Not to his knowledge. 

10. — Ditto. 



Answebs from th 

1. Are satisfied. 

2. — Ditto. 

3. — Ditto. 

4. — Received clothing on embarking, 

6. — 'I hey do not comjdain. 

6. — Receive medical uttendancc. 

7. — Yes, they do understand. 

8. ~Wcre originally engaged for Mr, 
Houet. 

0. -Not applicable. 

TJie men appear in good lie 


Indian Laboarers, 

10. — They ai’ti not hired out. 

11. — Yes, , they know where to apply for 
redress, 

12. — Have npt written or received letters, 
as thcy.^irrived here about six weeks ago* 

13. — Have no money in their emjdoycr's 
liands; tlie existence of the savings bank 
has b<‘<cn properly explained to them. 

14. — They would speak fiivourably of the 
island on tlieir return to their country. 

th, satisfied, and contented. 


No. 10. — Mr. Geffrot/j Architect. 


1. — 10 from Calcutta in February 1h37, 
13 from Pondiclu ry in May, and 12 in June 
183H,/oikI 13 Ihun Calcutta in August last. 

2. — 13 from Mr. Worthington. 

U. — Was sauc^tioued by (lovernmont. 

4, — Two deutlis from the 13 received from 
Mr, Worthijigton, and one from those that 
arrived in August last, 
r,, — Fom* ill hospital; none absent. 


H. — ^About five in hospital; one Indian ab- 
sented himself, and wa.s brought liack. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8. “Nonc luivc deposited money with him. 

9. — I have mentioned it to one, who saves 
nearly all his wages. 

10. — Not to his knowledge. 

11. — Ditto. 


Ansivebs from the Indian Labourers. 


1. — Are satisfied, 

2. — Arc regularly paid. 

3. — Are satisfied, 

4. — Received clothing. 

— Are satisfied, and do not complain. 

0. — Receive medical attendance. 

7. -'r1'hoy understand it. 

8. — The P<mdicliery men were originally 
engaged for Mr. Gefiroy ; 13 men from Cal- 
cutta were first engaged tp Mr. Worthington. 

9. — Yes, with tlieir consent, and that of 
the Government. 


10. — They am not hired ottl. 

11. — They know where to apply for re- 
dress, 

12. — Have not written or received letters. 

13. — Have no money with their employei^; 
the nature of the jia\iiigs bank has been ex- 
plaineti to cliem. 

1 4. — They would speak well of the island 
to their countrymen when they return to 
India. 


The men appear satisfied. ' 

.JY. B . — III this us well as in other establishments, the Bengal men complain of having 
received pnly six or seven rupees out of* six months' advance (ilO rupees); the men from the 
coast generally state having received three mpnths' pay in advance, viz. 15 rupees; 


No. 17.— Mr. JDennemonL Cart Establishment. 


1. — 23 from Calcutta in June last. 

2. — ^Nune ; but transferred six to Mr.' 
Molicre. 

3. — Was by the sanction of Government. 

4. — One died on the mid one 

since their arrival, not mcluafed in the 23, 

5.. — None in hospital ; one absent. 

6. — Nearly half have been ill since their 
wrival with slight comphiints. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — Have ho money belonging to any of 
them. 

9. — No, be has not; the Committee has 
explained to them the nature of the savings 
bank. 

10. — Not to knowledge, 

11. — Ditto. . 
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(»RR8yoNDEN5?,afarac)nNG bmplowdwt of 


AKswKui^ from the Indtam liabourm. 


l.--Aro fiatihfied. 
ss Aro 

Batifffred. 

4.-^Reri*iVfd dotlung on finbarkinjy* 
lu overy iespe(‘t. 

tJ.— Rectivo medicid aUmdauce. 

7. They undwtand it. 

8, — Originally oivj'aijecl im Mr. Den- 
nomont. 


fi,— N«)t applicable. 

10,— Arc not hirod oul. 
ii*-^Kuow wheVe to apply for rcdrefl^, 
12.— ILivo not written or received letUn-s. 
i;i.— Saved no money; the ualure ot the 
Baviugs bank has been propeily explained. 

14,— Would speak favouiably of the inland 
to their countrymen on then return to India. 


IJveiy thino satwfiictory m this establishment. 


No. IH — Sntli Baj's Pioccedinj^s, 5 Notombd 1H38 


Ml. Marsf, Architect, 


1. — Nine from Culijutla ui September lust. 

2. — None. 

a, — Not applicable. 

4. — No deaths. 

fj.- -None lu hospital ; none absent. 

0. — No wckiu*bs 01 absenie. 


7,— Nfjt applicable. 

H. — None nnve minieym lus hands. 
0. — No, lu* had not. 

10 — Not to hiEs knowledge. 
li.~ Ditto. 


A^,swrnh lioin the Ludian Lubiuuerb. 


1, — Arf satishcd. 

2. — Not eutithd to p«>y vet, hwng le- 
ceived (><iy m advaiu » . 

i\ — buti«.fh <1. 

4 '•lleieived elothmg on (inbaiknu, 

5. Th( y «lo not < onipldiii. 

0. — No sukiuMs since thui aiiival. 

7.- -Y( s, they do 

H.-- Woic oiigih*»l N enga^id foi Mi Muis. 


iK — Not apphcalilo. 

10 — Ditto. ‘ 

! 1 . - Know v\lu le lo *ipply for i< dress, 

12 Have not wutt< n oi le* eive<l It tteis, 
ri* - IIa^e no money, Ihenatuu o( tin* 
savings bunk has been piopcily (xphaiuHl 

1 1 — Thov would speak w<lf of ilu idaud, 
having no <tUise o( dissatislatiion. 


The men apjt at m good health, and satished. 


No. 10. — Ml. jB/fo/r, lilaek^mitb 


u- 

-Num from CJaKutfa, luth Octobfi 

0. — 

1H38. 


7. - 

2.- 

“ None*. 

H. . 

3.- 

Not appheabb*. 

0 : 

4.- 

“One nifUi out of tc' bowued at 

10.- 


sea. 

6 —None Mck; none nt. 


11.™- Ditto. 


ANbWHRh tronltlie Indian Labouicis. 

i - fitd. U. — Not applicable. 

2. -K((ei\cd pay m ulvaucc in India. 10.- The y ate not Inied out. 

3 Satisiud 1 1. — Know wlieie to apply for lodiess, 

lleceiv(U (lothing on nubarking 12 — Not been long (*nougb here. 

5.-™Have no caiihe to ooniplam. I J. — ^Tlie nature of the savings bank has 

8.- -Ilecfive medical attc rulanc'c. been exjdamed to tlieip by the comniittoe. 

7 , — dc». ] t. — For the btllc time tliey hav(‘ been 

8. — Weie oiiginally < ngaged for Mi. Le here tliey bavt* no causii to complain. 

Blanc . 

'fhe men ap])ear healthy, and arc* witisfied. 


j 


iVo. 20 — Mr. CaiUavd, Bakery. 


1. — Pool truo) Oochu) ui Jutit Itibt: furir 
ironi Pimdtcitory in Aueust, and six. in Sep* 
Umber List. 

2. ~y(‘s; lour fiom Mr. Hardy; on«’ IVoni 
Mr. V. Hared, and five from Mr. Manudrot 
aino. 

.I. — Souctianed by Qovenuneni, with tlie 
exception ot tlip fiv latter. 

4 .-No deathii. 


5. — None Biek; none absent. 

d.-- No su‘kueb'4 since their arnval here. 

7. — Wot apfi^Krable. 

8. — Have no money m lu8 hands. 

1*.— No, he has not; Uie committee have 
done so. 

10. — Ye*, they have written. 

11. — Received letters. 






AvsWbrs fh^m tiie Indian La^bMirfers. 


1. —Satisfied. 

2. — Receive pay yegiUairly. 

, 8, — Satisfied. 

4. — Received clotliing. 

8. — ^He.v,e no cansc to cotnplain. 
6,— r Receive jnedical attendance. 
’7. — ^They do nnderstand. 

They were transferred. 

0. — With their own consent. 


10. — ^Are not hired out. 

11. — Know where to apply for mdrest^* 

12. — Have written to their friend^.in Inilia. 

13. — Have no money iu their employer's 
posaession ; the naturt% of the staving^ bank 
lias been properly explained to them. 

14. — Would speak favourably of the island 

to their countrymen when they n^turn to 
India. c? 


Tlie men appear healthy and satisfied. 


MA 


No. 21. — Mr. Tobacconist. 


1 , — Eleven from Calcutta in July last. 

2, — None. 

3, — Not applicable. 

4, —' No deatlis. 

6. — None sick; none absent. 

6. — About one; no absentees. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — No money in his possession Ixjlonging 
to the Indiaus. . 

0. — No, he had not. 

10. — Not to his knowledge. 

11. — Ditto. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. — vSatisfied. 

2. - Received pioiiey in advance at Kid- 

jeiee. , ^ 

3. — Saitsfied. 

4. — R(?(*eived cloth hig on cmharkiug. 

5. — Have no cause to complain. 

fi.— They do. 

7. — Yes, they (16. 

8. — Were onginally engaged for Mr, Per- 
dreau. 

The men aro satisfied : they appear heall 
plains of the (dimate. v 


0. — Not applicable. 

3 0. — Th<*y ar(j not liired out. 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. — Have not wiittfin <jr received letters. 

13. — Have no money with their employer; 
the nature of the savings bank, was ex- 
plaincid to thenn. 

14. — Some of them complain of the cli- 
mate, and, therelbre, do not at present like, 
the island, 

with the exeejition of one man, who cum- 


1. 

last. 

2 . 

а. 

4. 

5. 

б. 


1 . 

2, 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


No. 22.- -Mr. J. i. 

— Twelve from Pojidiehory in February 
— Noni;. 

> — N(»t applicable. 

, — No diViiths. 

—None sick; none absent. 

, — About one slight indisposition. 


Menaitd, iVrchitect. 

7. — Not appli(*al)lc. 

8. — Noik*; of them hav<i money in his pos- 
session. 

U.— No, lie has not. 

lu. — Not to hi% knowledg(-‘. 

11.— Dia.o. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


'-Satisfied. 

-Are regxilarly paid. 

• Satisfied. 

-Received cdothing in India. 

-Have no cause to complain. 
-Receive medical attendance. 

—They understand it. 

—Originally (iiigaged for Mr. Reiiaud. 
—Not applicable. 


10. — Are not liin^d out. 

1 1 . — Tiiey know where to apply for redress. 

1 2. — Hai^c not written or rectuved iettas. 

13. — Some have saved a few rujK^es, and 
have it with tlicmi ; the nature of ^ .savings 
bank was explainc'^d to them. 

14 — Would speak fav<mrahly (^f the island 
to their countrymen on their return to India. 


The men appear healthy and satisfied. 


No. 23. — Mr. Zatour^ Cart Establishment. 


1. — Twenty-threci from G^cutta in Sep- 
tember lust, and 79 from tlm coast in Sep- 
tember and October 1838.^ 

2. — Not applicable. 

3. — Ditto. f 

4. - — No deaths. 

5* — Eight sick ; none absent, 
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0 .— About eight ; none abjaient. 

7. — Not applicable. , 

tt, — H^.ve no 1 ioncy in his pos^ssioh. 

9. — No, 1 have not. ^ 

10 ; — Not to Ids knowledge. 
lI,~Ditto. 
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V..;; \.': i ’'..v .iV' ’' ,'U'?V 

а, — Reeriwd advance in India* 

3, — Satisfied* 

4. ~Received clothing in India* 

б. — ^l"hey do not complain,. , 

e. — Receive medical attendance. 
7. — They do. 


.S' i S ,''! ''? 




ViU rs \ : ^ ‘ ‘ 

»,—• Not a|>glioable 

IX.— Kopw where U) apply for redress, 

12, --^Have not been long enoogfi on the 

.■....^'kland* . ' ■ ^ 

13, — The committee explained to them 
the naWe of the savings bank. 

8.— Were 'originally engaged for Mr; La- 14. — For tlie short time they have been 

tour. ' here they like the place. ^ ' 

The men claim pay from the date of the agreement, whereas it mentions that their pay is 
to commence from the date of their arrival at^ Mauritius; in all otlier respects . they are 
satisfied. 


No. 24. — Mr. Desbleds^ Cart Establishment. 
Fourteen from Calcutta, between Fe- 7.— Not Vpj^licable. 


bruary and September last. 

2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — No deaths. 

5. — No sick ; none absent. 

6. — No sickness since their arrival. 


8.— Have no money in their employer’s 
possession. 

0, — No, 1 have not. 

10. — Yes, one of them did write. 

11. — Not to, his knowledge. 


Question to Mr, DesbUds : Are Messrs. Maillard and Berard your Partners : 

Yes, they are, 

, AsswEBSi from the Indian Labourers. . 


1. — Satisfied. 

2. — Receive their pay. 

3. — Ati^. satisfied* 

4. — Received clotV^ing irt India. 

6. — They dp not < omplaiu. 

0, — Receive medical attendance. 

7. — They understand it, 

8. — ^They were engaged in Mr. Desbleds’ 
name, but they have "been employed with 
Messrs. Maillard and Berard. 


n. — Not applicable. 

10. — They state th^ have been employed 
hitherto by Messrs. Maillard and Berard. 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. — Have not written or received letters. 

13. — The committee have, exphiiued to 
them the natute of the savings bank. 

14. — Would speak favourably of the island 
when they return to India. 


The men complain that the money given to th(?m in lieu of ghee, and other articles, is 
insufficient ; the employer, in futuri^, will issue tlie articles in kind ; in other respects they 
appear, satisfied. 


No. 26. — Seventh Day’s Proceedings, OtIrNovember 1838. 
Mr. Dcs Etdng ; Scavengering. 


1. — Thirfy two from Pondichery, on the 
6th May 1830. 

2, — None. 

а. — Not applicable. 

1. — One out of 32 died at the civil hospital. 

б, — Seven sick ; none absent. 


fi. — About four sliglit cases ; none absent. 

7 . — Not applicable. 

8. — Have no money in Ins possession. 

9. — Has not as yet done so. 

1 0. — Not to his knowledge. 

11. -Ditto. 


1. — Satisfied. 

2.4^Roceive pny regularly. 

3, — Satisfied. x. 

4. — Received clothing in India. 

6. — They do not compluin, 

0, — UccH3ive medical attendance. 

7. — YesJ they understand it. " ' 

8. — \Yere onginaltycngaged for their pre- 
sent 


A^fswEns from the Indian Labourers. 

9. — Not applicable. 

10. — Are not hirM out, 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. -Have not^wriUen or received lett^is. 
13;— Have no money in their employer’s 

hands ; the committee explained to tlie men 
the nature of the savings bank. 

14. — They would si^ak favourably of the 
island on tlfwr^'l^turn to India* 


Ml'. Dcs Etang has 29 men from Bombay, who were formerly iu the employ of Mr, 
lit the imte of six rajH^es per month, and having,, served their time of contract, 
have smee Venewed their contract ^ith him, for two yearn Ibftger, at ,ten rupees, per month 
each, and thdr fo^d,. ulsonll others, wIm? served their tiim^ with-Mt'* Iia%uche, and 

^..cnlcrkl into a t with hi^ for two the increased rate of pay of ten rupees 


uer montii. 


The 





(i.' I.:- 


The ctMntnittee had the muste^ ^nd who saiSsifiW aid 

happy; some of them |»y/;t|at'8f the expimtion of eagagement renew 

it again. . ‘ ■ a 

The whole of the i 




1 ^Twelve from Pondicherry, in May last 

2. — None* 
jj -^Not applicable. 

4. — No deatSs. 

5. — None sick ; none absent 

— No sickness or absence since their 
arrival. 


No» 26. — Mr. Mariette, ArdiiteCt. 


7.— Not applicable. 

8..^None of them have done so. 
9. — No, ho has not 
JO.— *Not to bis knowledge. 
11.— • ditto. 


1. — Satisfied. 

2. — Receive pay regularly. . 

3. — Satisfied. 

4. — Received clothing in India, 

6. — They do not complain. 

0. — ^'Fhcy have never been ill. 

7. — ^Thcy do understand it. 

R. — Originally engaged for Mr. Mariette. 
n, — Not applloabu^ 


Answers from the Indian Lalmurers. 

10,— *They are not hired out 
, 11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. — Have not written or received letters. 

13. — Have no money in their employer’s 
hands ; tlic nature of the savings bank has 
been properly explained to them. 

14. — Would speak favourably of the island, 
on their return to India, to their country- 
men. 


The men appear in good health, and satisfied. 


' No. 27. — Mr. Beauvais, Architect 

1 . — Twelve from Calcutta, 4th Atfgnst last. 7. — Not ap 

2. — Not applicable, 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — Mo deaths. 

5. — None in hospital, and none absent. 

(5. — There has been no sickness since tlieir 

urrival. ^ 


8. — ^Too short a time here to have saved 

money. ^ 

9. — Yes, he has done so. 

10. — Not to his knowledge/ 

11. -- - ditto. 


Answers from tlie Indian Labourers. 


1.— 1 


3,- 

• 1 .- 

0.— 

-y 

# - 

8.— 

Beauv 


■Satisfied. 

Rec(.'ive<l advance in India, 
-Satisfied, 

'Received clothing in India. 
■They do n<jt complain, 
-Receive medical attendance. 
-Tliey understand it. 

-Were originally engaged 


for Mr. 


ais. 


Appear healthy and satisfied. 


9. — Not applicable. 

10. — They are not hired out. 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. — Have not written or received letters, 

13. — Have no money in their master’s 
hands; the coiimuttce explained to them the 
nature of the savings bank, 

14. *^Have not been long enough here to 
<?uable them to judge of the place. 


No. 28.— Mr. Jrtrry s Eslablislnnent, Bakery. 

1 . — 23 from Calcutta, 1st July 1838. 

2. — None. 

3 . — Not applicable. 

4. — Two died on the passage and one here, 

not included in the 23. ^ 

3.— One sick ever since his arrival ; none 
absent. 

One, none absent. 

Answers front the Indian Labourers. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — ^Too short a time here to have saved 
money. 

9. -^Nohehadnot,the comuiittec explained 
to them the nature of the savings bank, 

10. — Not to luK knowled;^e, 

11. ditto. 


1,.-— Satisfied. 

2. — Received advance in India. 

3. — Satisfied. s v:^ 

4. — Received clothing in India. 

5. — Bo not complain! 

0,*— Receive medical attendance. 

7. ^They undei*stand it* " ' 

8. — Were brigitially engaged for Mr: 

iarrisi. * ^ ^ ' 

Appear healthy and satisfied 
’ 5S, K3 


9. — Not appliciible,^ 

10. ^Aixj not biicfl out. 

11. — Know where to apply for rldress, 

1^. — Havfe not written or received IcU^. 

13. — ^Have nV. monc/! in their emplpW’s 
posftcssiim ,*the committe^y eiblufaed 

the imtute of the savmgs bank. / , 

1 4. — H a^e nothing to]c6mplaiti wfeiild 
sp.ak favouvhbly of mo place. 



' liAUB^iri’tis.' 
— # — 




r •' ,, ' * -'f ^ - , ,;■ ;, ■ , , ; - /. ". . ‘"v^; ,..'.v:,' .f, C ^ ■ 

'>>' ' :'■ ' ' V ' '! ''/•' ''r',, .. o-'v''^ 

8tli l>ay*<j Proecedin^«/7th Np^ember 16aa; 

Wo* 20.-^MessfH/.Bfm<4at>;£i Cai*t Estajbjjfe 


l.— la from Calcutta, in August last 7, — Not applicable* 

2 *“None. Hare no money in tlieir hands* 

3*~Not applicable. 9* — Noj?they had not, because tliey have 

4.— Three rleaths since tlieir arrival, and one no monev 
onboardfroinaccident,iiotincliidedinthel3. 10.— Not to his knowledge, 
f). — None sick, none absent ll.r- - ditto. 

6.-— Cannot say ; none absent. 


A^rswEBS from the Indian Labourers. 


1. — Satisfied, 

а. - -Received advance in India* 
it — Satisfied. 

4. — Received clotliing in India. 
r». — Do not complain. 

б. — Receive, medical attendance. 

7. — ^They uiirlcrstaud it. 

8. --Originally engaged for their present 
employers. 


9. — Not applicable. 

10, — Arc not hired out. 

U. — *Kpuw where to apply for re^lress. 

12. — Have not written or received letters. 

13. — Have not been Jong enough here to 
save money ; the committee explained to tlmm 
the nature of t.h<i savings batik. 

14. — Have nothing to complain of the 

place. ' 


Appear healthy and contented. 


No. 30. — Messr't; Umpimd ^ Co,, Butchers. 


1. --1 » from Cochin in May last. 

2. — None, ;)? 

3 . --Ned applicable. 

^1. — jSo deaths. 

;>.--None sick ; tvoiic absent. 
u.”-'riioy have all bt n lieialthy since their 

arri>aL 


7. — Not applicable. 

8* — Have no money in their hands. 

9.T— Had not done so. * 

ID. — Yes, tljcy have written, and he sent 
them by the bark Manchester.'’ 

1 1 . — Not to iUeir knowledge. 


Awswebs from the Indian Lalmurers, 


1 . — Satisfied. 

2. — Receive pay ret^ularly* 

3. — Satisfied. 

4. — Ifrx’oived clothing in India. 

5. — Tiiey do not complain. 

0. — Receive medical attendance. 

7. — They umlcrstand it, 

H.— Originally engaged fe, present 
eniph^ycrs. 

9. — Not ap))Iicable. 


10. — Are not hired out. 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. — Some of them i»ave writlcii and sciit 
thoir letters through tlieir employer, 

13. — Have not saved any money since 
their arrival ; the con) rnittee explained to them 
the nature of the savings bank, 

14. — Yes, they would speak favourably of 
the island, on their return to India, to their 
countrymen. 


Appear healthy and contented. 


No. 31. — Mr. J. Chrutia, Coachmaker, 

from Calcutta, 2 July 1838. 7, — Not applicable, 

j.- -None. B —One man has two rupees and ahalf in 

3. — Not applicable. his lumds; the men appear disposed to save 

4. -- One (lied on board, not included in, money. 

llu' 14, ' 9. — No, he has not as yet. done so. 

5. — None sick; none absent. 10. — Not to his knowledge. 

<i. — Have all been healthy since their arri- 11. — ditto. 

val ; none ubseni. 


Aksweus from the Indian Labourers. 


1. — Satisfied. 

2. — llcceivcd advance in Indk. 

3. — Satisfied, 

4. --Reheiveii clothing in India, 
r>.— They do not eOmfdutm 

ti .-^Receive rpedica! attendance. 

7.— They umtersteind it. ^ 

B.T-^Werc originally engaged f6r 
Christia, • 

9 . — N ot appUcabk V 


10,— Arc not hired out. 

J 1 .—Know where to apply fpr redress,. 

12. — Have not written or received letters, 

13. — One mochas two and a half rupees 
t-iu his employers han^* ? the commjttee 

explained to* them the nature of the savings 
bank, ; , 

Mr* . i4.:-rThey have nothing to complain of, 

. and would speak favourably of the island, on 
their return to India, to their countrymen* 

‘ ^ i ,The 





The 
-them ei 


men are ti^tby* ab4i%<!a^Iy ^i»s6efl With ti^ir employer, who, they , stai^, giv<W M 

light dil!eiWntartjcWol^md,,iM»ttoentimmd in the ^ 


(Signed) C M* QimpheU. 
•/. Hitffon* 

J . Viitiers Fdries. 
W. Bvry. 

C, Andursnn^ 


To the Committee of hujuiry on tlic lochan Laboiirerii. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s Ofhea, 17 Nov, 1B38, 

^ Hi 8 Excellency the Governor direols me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tiie * 
13 th inst., giving cover to the evidence taken by you with regard to the Indiar\s employed 
in Port Louis, in the dilFereat cstablislim exits therein named ; and as he does not perceive 
the signature of Mr. Special Justice Anderson, either to the letter or the abstract of 
evidence, his Excellency wislies to know whether it was withheld designedly, and, if so, on 
what account? 

I have, &c. 

^ (signed) G. F. Dicky Colonial Seeretajy. 


t 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary- 

of the Committee on Irnlian Labourers, 

Sir, Pori Louis, 19 Nov, 1838, 

We have the lionour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th mst., and beg 
to state that Mr. Special Justice Anderson declined signing our letter of the 13th inst, 
because it did not touch upon certain general points on which his opinioits wem fixed, 
whereas wc considered, at this cai’ly stage of our proceedings, that the expression of any 
such opinions would have been premature?. 

Mr, Anderson having signed the j»r<>cecdingB, his objections to signitig the abstract and 
itiUer he will fully detail in his rejily to the duplicate of the letter now under ackiiow-' 
ledtrnnuit. ' 

Wc have, 

(signed) 


The Honourable the Coloiuul Secrctaiy* 

Special Magistrate's Oflice, Port Louis, 

Sir, 10 .NovcmlMU* 1838. 

The Governor having been pleased, through your letter of tlie 17th inst., to communicate 
to “the Committee of Inquirj^ on Indian Labourers,’’ tllat his Excellency had reuiarkert the 
absence of my signature to the letter and the abstract of evidence with regard to the 
Indians employed in Port Louis, which wore addressed to you by the* conimittec^ on the 
13th inst., and to ex]n'ess a desire to be informed if niy signature was designedly withheld, 
and, if so, on what account ? 1 have the honour to state, tor his Excellency's lufojmution, 
that luy signature was intentionally withheld for the reasons winch I now heg leave to 
submit. 

As the means of facilitating relereiK e to such a mass of j^ajxers, I, fully approved of the. 
principle on which the alxstract of evidence was adopted. It was drawu up, iiowcvcr, iu a 
manner wlxich not only did not express the opinions wdiich 1 hatl formed on tlie evidence 
wdiich had been received by the comiuittec, but which appeared to me to be at variance 
"with that evidence, and calculated to mislead any person who might have re^:.out>e to the 
abstract for the purpose of forming a judgment on the question at issue : under these 
imjxvessions, 1 could not feel iu&tifieo iu signing such a docuuicnt* 

To the 4tli paragraph of the letter of the 13tli 1 could not subscribe, because. I had avow ed 
my dc^cided opposition to the opinions which it expi'csses, instead of considering that “ fur- 
ther remarks ” would have been “premature,''’ on au inquiry which was completed, with 
respect to Port Louis, 1 communicated to the committee my anxious <|^sirc, that his Excel- 
lency should inunedi&tely be made acquainted with the detailed opinion of its members on 
the general state and condition of the Indian labourers in the town, where, an one of the 
committee, .1 regret to say I cemid discover nothing to xvarmnt the concluswJn which 
miglit be drawn from the expressioa with wdiich the letter of the 13 th inst. tenninutes, as 
I had seen much which in my opinian requited immediate renmdy, and merited marked 
reprobation. . . 

.During tlie discussions which took place in the committee, it did not appear to me that 
my opinion difiered materially from tliat of the majority of ite members ; but as their letter to 
you of the Idth induces me now to suppose that i must have been mtstakcn in this respect, 
58 * ^ his 
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30 CORRESFONDKNCE respecting |;MPtX)yBI|NT Ci ; 

Iii« Kxccllency will perhaps cxpect'^'to receive from me the general condusioiiiji^ atyiaei^ 
I have arrived^ from what I have personally heard and seen during tJie progreaa of th^ 
inmiiry, and f shall now proceed to mibmit them in as few wwds as possible. ^ 

In a report on the state and condition of the Indian labourers in Port Lpuis, which, as a 
special magistrate, 1 was directed to make to his Excellency in the month of January last, 

I stated my. incompetence to fulfil that duty in a satisfactory ma.tiner, witli the means which 
were then within my reach, and my report was made from the best general information 
which 1 could procure. 

The power of minute investigation, with the assistance of interpreters, W'hich has been* 
vested m the present committee, has afforded ample means of forming a correct judgment, 
audits result lias convinced me that the Indian laoourers employed in this town are generally 
fed, clothed, and paid with but little deviation from their agreements. With a few excep* 
tions, however, they are treated with great and unjust severity by overwork, and by per- 
sonal chastisement; their lodging accommodation is ’either too confined and disgustingly 
filthy, or none is provided for them ; and in cases of sickness, the most culpable neglect is 
^viUerd in withholding the uocominodation, the advice, and the attendance which the utter 
helplessness of the sufferers so urgently requires. From the various periods at which 
difierent bunds have arrived, even on the same establishment, it would require considerable 
time and labour to make a correct calculation of the proportion of deatlis annually ; but 
I am inclined to believe that they would be found to amount to eight or nine per cent. 
jNone of tlie e.stablishments in Port Louis have sufficient hospital accominpdatiou for tlieir 
sick, and the expense of placing them in (he public hospital will always be offered as an . 
excuse by the employers for not having rt^course to it ; out I am convinced that it is ther^, 
and there only, that serious complaints can meet with the necessary care juid attention. 

In most of the establishments little or 110 importance is attaclied ,to indulging the pteJuT 
dices and customs lo which Indians are known to cling so tenaciously. Their deplorable 
state of destitution in their own country is always advanced as an. argument in favour of 
their improved condition here, without any reference to the change which takes place by 
their emigration, from comparative idleness and indolence, with the full enjoyment of all 
their natural prejudices, to severe and uni-emitting labour under many painful restrictions. 

Many of them have actually been kidnapped from their own country, which they have 
all been induced to leave under circumstances of gross fraud ; and it is a source of astonish- 
ment to me that any body of freemen, whatever may have been their former condition, 
should have borne, with the patience and forl>earance which the Indian labourers at Port 
Louis have displayed, the bitter disappointment which must have attended their introduc- 
tion into this island. 

To induce them to come here, their ignorance is worked upon in India by the most false 
and deceitful representations ; and the rol>bery and pillage which has been practised on 
them in Calcutta would scarcely be credited, if the fact was not established by the most 
convincing testimony. They reach this colony after having' been robbed of six months* 
pay, which is advanced in India ; and when here their commrt is- in every w^ay neglected, 
while they are compelled, by the engagements to which their 6wn ignorance and the 
avarice of others have bound them, to toil during five years for a recompence bearing no 
proportion to the work to which they are subjected, wdiea compared with the common 
estimation of the value of labour in this colony, or to the smn which they would earn if 
they Jiad the free disposal of their own lime. 

The harsh treatment whiv¥‘ adopted or permitted by many of the employee 

cannot in any shape be justified In itself, and when added 10 the other objectionable parts 
of the present system, must show the necessity of applying a sure and speedy remedy, if 
free labour is to be placed on that footing which sound policy, justice, and ccmimon 
humanity would dictate. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C* Anderson, 

Superintending Special Magistrate. 


To C. Anderson, Esq., Superintending Special Justice. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, SO November 1838. 

1. 1 H^vB laid before the Governor your letter of the 10th, instant; and, with reference 
to the. following extracts from it, I am directed by his Excellency to request that you will 
Specif tlie circumstances which have led you to the conclusions there stated. 

With a few exceptions, however, they are treated with greiit and unjust severity by 
overwork and by personal chastisement ; their lodging accommodation is either too cori- 
finedf and disgustingly filthy or none is provided for them ; and in cases of sickness the 
most culji^ble neglect is evinced, in withholding the accommodation,, the advice, and the 
attendance whicti the utter helplessness of the uhflerers so urgently requires." 

** In most of the establisliments little or no importance is atfiiqhed to indulging the pre- 
judices and customs to which Indians arc known to oUng m tenaciously/’ 

“ Tlie harsh treatment which has been adopted or permitted by many of the employers 
cannot in any shape be justified in itself, and when added to the other objectioimble parts 
of tlie present system, must show the necessity of applying a aure and sjieedy remedy, if 
free labour is to be ^aced on that footing which sound policy. Justice, twid common' 
humanity wouM 

2. The*'* 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS.' 

^ 2. The Governor wishes also that you would report what ypu liave seen which you oon- 
We requires immediate remedy and marked reprobation. 

I have, See. 

(signed) O. F. Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


The Honourable the Colomal Secretary. 

Sir, Special Magistrate’s Oifiice, Port Louis, 30 Nov. 1838, 

In compliance with the wishes of the Governor, communicated to me by your letter of 
29th instant, I have now the honour *to statt^ the circumstances which led to the con- 
clusions on the state of Indian labourers submitted to his Excellency in my letter to yoi\ of 
the 19th instant ; and for the sake of pers})icuity, I will deal with the subjects of objection 
n the order in which that letter presents them. « 

Over-work. — At all the establishments where the employment is that of carters and 
porters, the work commences at sunrise, and, with the exception of a very limited interval 
for breakfast, is continued generally without other intermission until dark, and often for 
several hours by moonlight. I myself have frequently seen bands of Indians driving WT)od 
and rice at ten o’clock at night, and many of them complained to the committee that they 
had not sufficient time to eat tlieir meals, and that their work w^as too severe. 

The non-priedial apprentices who are employed in similar occupations cannot be worked 
without their own consent during more than nine hours daily, while the Indian carters and 
porters art’s comjielled to laliour for 14 or 15 hours, and that without any sustenance after 
their breakfast until they retire for the night, however late the hour may be. The pro^ 
prietors of establishments of this description assert that their work is uncertain, and re- 
quires gi’eat periodical exertion ; but 1 cannot admit that excuse for the system which 1 
have thouglit it necessary to condemn, and whiclv must ])rovc injurious to the health of 
men so little accustomed to severe bodily exertion as tne Indians w'ho come here are 
iidinittcd to be. 

Personal Chastument.-^X\\t complaints of this nature to the committee, if my memory 
is correct, were cbieflv confined to the establishments of Mr. F. Barger, Messrs. Tayler 
k Tynck, and Messrs. Giquel & Co. ; but it is a matter of public notoriety that the systt^m 
is (tarried to a great extent at Messrs. Worthington & Co.’s and elsewhere^ This may be 
ascertained by a reference to the juge de paix. ■ On tlie establishment of Mr. Worthington, 
the proprietor vehemently objected to its being communicated by the committee to the 
Indians how they were to apply for redress when they were beaten by their masters, 
although there was no objection to a similar communication for all other objects. The 
complaints against Mr. Berger and Messrs. Tyack & ,Co. were loud and strong,, and in the 
estaolishment of the former convincing marks of most severe stripes were exhibited to tlie 
committee by several individuals. Mr. Berger met tins by threatening tlie complainants 
in the presence of the committee; and Mr. Tyack stated, tlmt he left all the management 
of the Indians in his employment to his servants. 

Wh^ it w as communicated to Mr. Giquel by the committee that his Indians complained 
of being lieaten by the person under whose immediate direction they were,, he instantly dis- 
charged him. 

Knowing, as three of the members of the committee did, what takes place in Mr. Wor- 
thington’s establishment, with reference to bodily correction, there w^as some surprise ex- 
pressed that it had not been alluded toby the Indians. 1 confess that I attributed their 
silence to intimidation, and 1 proposed, with a view to avoid this iu our subsequent proceed- 
ings, that our questions should be put to the Indians when free from tlnit restraint which, in 
the case of apprentices, is always felt in the presence of their muster. But this suggestion 
was overruled ; and, in niy opinion, the only means of producing in the wtitten evidence the 
full extent of the information which the committee was employed to search for, was conse- 
quently abandoned. 

Lodging Accmwiodation.--0\\ this*head, my observations will lie of u very general nature, 
for I am compelled to state, that I only saw on two establishments (Mr. Wilson’s and Messrs. 
Watson k Co.’s) any sleeping-place which 1 could consider fit for tlie puqjose to which it is 
devoted. 

I did not expect to* see separate rooms allotted to each individual, bfit 1 think they have 
u right to expect sufficient space and protection from the w^eather, accompanied by the free 
circulation of air, and that atfimtion to cleanliness, without which health caanOt be pre- 
served. , * ' 

In no instance have the Indians in Port Louis, so far as I have seen, anything but the 
bare floor provided for them J and they are generally crowded together in places where res- 
piration would be thought almost impossible in such a climate; narticularly when surrounded 
by the filth which invariably attends them, with the exception of the two establishments 
which I have mentioned. . At Mr. Berger’s and Mr. Lesuris the sleeping-ptlafcKs are over the 
stable of the mules, where there is an accumulated ‘mass of filth' of evm descripliott, from 
which tlie smell above was so offensive, that I could not remain in the Sleepuig4oft for five 
minutes without suffering most disagreeably, and the inconceivably dirty stjitfe of the lofts 
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tiliQinseiTee added considembly to this 
they had no s)eo][Hng->]place for their iMiaaa^ who 
stable or a veran'ddi durii^ ^e^iight. 

Accommdaiim df, m4 Attendance im the' Sick^--^c. hospice, on the est^blic^unei^ 
which } haveiiiseet), are generally more calculated to increase disease than to aUeviaite\ its 
sufferings ; and I think' some of tliem cannot be visited by an impartial observer without 
exacting from him the observation, that tliey are unfit for the reception of human beings. 

From a place, of this description, an Indian was brought before the committee by his 
comrades in such a state of attenuation as ‘to have become a perfect skeleton ; he could not 
stand without the assistance of three men, and altltough he hod been for weeks in this state, # 
his companions declared fliat he had neither received medical advice or any kind of atten- 
tion. It is true that the master denies this, and asserted that a medical man occasionally / 
attended his establishment j but he had no journal to produce, or anytbihg else to coixoboratr 
his statement. • On woth^ establishment, a man, evidently suffermg under severe disease, 
preSsented himself to the committee topomplain that he had been compelled to work for two 
montlis when he could hardly walk ; and the employer admitted Inat he had neither a 
hospital or a medical attendant for liis establishment, and that he had uonsideredf the. man’s 
illness as a mere pretence jbr idleness. 

Pryndices and Customs of the Indians . — Much of the comfort and happiness of an Indian 
depends on the unrestrained pursuit of the prejudices in which he has been brought up, and 
the employer who attends to this feeling will benefit by his prudence, while he who neglects 
it will certainly sufter from complaint and discontent. 

This was strongly manifested in an establishment where, in other respects, the Indians 
were very well treated ; but, in consequence of a desire to give them food which difiered 
from that provided by their agreement, and their cooking-place being the same as that used 
by the apprentices, they became very much discontented. 

After what I have stated in this and in my previous letter, I cannot help again expressing 
luy firm conviction that the state of the Indians requires some immediate regulations to pro- 
tect them from over-work, to provide them with proper accommodation, and to secure to 
them that Attention in sickness, and to their general comfort, from which the employers and 
their servants would reap a mutual benefit, l>ut which I believe to be neglected m a degree 
which 1 must continue to consider highly culpable. 


: Mi«»«vT^lejr ,i||4Tym^ djohlaifoid ^Iwt 
are fheretofo q^lig^.to ha^ tbiti . 


1 have, &c. 

(signed) C. Anderson, 
.Superintending Special Magistrate. 


The Committee of Inquiry on Indian Labourers. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 1 Dcceipber 1838. 

With reference to the coiqmunication made to you on the 17th ultimo, I have rttceived 
hi.s Excellency the Govem^ mn ^timis to forward to you the explanations funiished by 
Mr. Special Justice Anderson 'for dechniug to sign the summary ol evidence forwarded in 
your letter of the 13th ultimo, for any obsmotions which you may find these explanations 
to require, where tliey are at variance with the evidence trammiitted by you. 

■( I have, See. 

(signed) G. F. XHck, 
Colonial Secrets^. 


/( ■ The Honourable G. P. Pick, Colonial Secretary. 

■ . ' * 

Sir, * Port Louis, 6 December 1838. 

1. Ws have the honour to acknowledge tbe'teceipt of your letter of the ist instant, with 
its enclosures (two letters from Mr. Special Justice Anderson, under date the iDth and 30th 
ult., in q^lunatibiii)f his declining to sign the^sumraary ol evidence forwarded in our letter of 
tile 13th' ult.), requiring us to make any observations, where his cxplanariona are at variance 
with the Evidence transmitted by us, and signed ^ him and the cither members of ’ the 
fomraittee. We accordingly beg to submit to his Excellency the Goveriior the following 

observations. < 

' ‘ ' . ' . ' 

2. In tlteSAcpiid paragraph of Mr. Anderson’s letter, be remarks that “ the Abstract was 
drawn up in af^pianner which not only did i^t express the opiniotis which he had formed 
on the evidemiM- which had beai received by the committee, , but appeared to him to be at 
variance with that evidence, and calculated to mislead,” 8tc,' We beg to remark, that the 

fnan the proceedings was drawn up with a view merely to mcilitate refer^ce to 
and not to the opinions of the oomimttee.: it cannot .be a matter of surprise, 

SF therefore. 



^erefoine, that Mr, Ailersoh Aid ftot fltt 4 his opniioai^cipr^didi^rt^ althoiiiEli hd«ign^' 

%ie proceedings en Msse from tvlikdi die Abstract was a reierenee to ue same wilt ■ \ ' - 

show whether "tlie Abstract be at variance witli the ^proicefliingB, imd cidculaled to mis- 
lead,” or not. We beg jto.^te, that after a carefiil examination of both documents, wo do 
not find any discrepancy, and are at b loss to conceive how Mr, Anderson could fcel justified 
in signing the one document, and refusing to sign the other. 


8. With respect to paragraph liiree, wherein he remarks tliat he had "seen much which 
i his opinion reouireu immediate remedy, and merited' marked r^robatioa,” we will merely 
observe that, as ne did visit with the committee only 12 out of 81 establishments (otlier 


^ duties requiring hi» presence elsewliere), his opinion cannot in any way bo said to result 
from the whole of the evidence obtained by the committee/but fi-om oihev sources of 
\jnformalion. 


4. With reference to that part of paragrapli six, wherein Anderson, from his personal 
inspection of VZ establishment^^ only, arrives at sqch a sweeping conclusion as histroi^jvife 
conveys, tliat with few exceptions the Indians ai-e timted with great and uiyust severity, 
by over-work and personal chastisement/’ &c*, we cannot refrain from observing that the 
only establishments seen by him with the committee, wherein the remarks m^any waiy 
apply, wore, Messrs. Berger’s, Taylor & Tyack's, and Giquel & Co’s., to which establishments 
our letter of the 13th November called the attention of Oovernment* We could not, 
therefore, without injustice to the otlier establishments, coincide in opinion with Mr. Ander- 
son in his general vieW of the case. 


0. It is remarked in tile seventh pamgraph, that in moat of the eatabliahmcuts little or uo 
importance is attached to indulging the piejudices and customs to which Indians are known 
to cling so teiiiiciously.’’ We would beg to observe, that in one establishment alone, viz. 
Mr. Dloro’s, did tlic Indians make any comjihiint of the kind. We are at a loss to conceive 
how one solitary exception can justify such a general assertion. 


0, Wc can neither deny nor admit the fact of kidnapping, fraud, and deceitful repre- 
sentation/’ stated by Mr. Anderson, in the eighth an^d ninth paragraphs of hmletter, to have 
been employed in bringing Indians to the Mauritius, as most of the questions put to them 
by the committee, hacf reference only ta their treatment and feelings since their aitival ; 
nothing, however, in the evidence received could lead any unbiassijd niind to the same 
conclusion as Mr. Anderson has arrived at. OnJLy nne man at Mfeasrs. Watson & Co.’s 
expressed himself in a way to support the statement made of ‘‘ bitter disappointment” being 
general ; the man was a massaljee or torch-bearer, who had evidently misunderstood the 
purpose for whicdi his services were engaged. We noticed in tlie proceedings tliat the 
complaint of having been plundered of their six months’ advances, was made by the Bengal 
men only. 

7. Although the pay "of Indians is below* the present rate of town wages, most of them 
expressed themselves as satisfied. Wo doubt, the disproportion being so greafeas implied, 
wlieu the expense of their introduction is taken into consideration ; for we saw in one 
establishment (Mr. Des Etang’s), 29 men from Bombay, originally introduced by Mr. Bick*^ 
ajee in 18,31 and IB32, who have twice voluntarily entered into new contracts at eight 
rupees a month in the first instance, and 10 rupees in the second. . Eleven other men, intro- 
duced by Mr, Lufauche from Bengal, had formed new engagements with Mr. Des Etang 
at the rate of 10 rupees per ludntL 

8. We agree perfectly with Mr. Anderson, as to the unjustifiablcucss of harsh*treatment to 
Indians, but we arc of opinion that he is not borne out oy the evidence wc received, m his 
assertion of its being adopted or permitted by many of the employei’s.'’ 

9. Wc now proceed to make a fe\y observations on Mr. Anderson’s letter of the 30th ult., 
and wdll endeavopr to point out where his Remarks arc not suppork^d by, the evidence taken 
by the committee ; we will, as much as possible, follow the same order ^0 therein ob.serVed. 

10. Over-worh . — There were only three establishments in which any.comnhua(8 at atl 
were made, with regard to the duration of work, viz. Mcssni. Jierger's, Ta'^er & Tyack’s, and 
Duclos- The readiness witli which the men complained in that I’espect at Mr. Berger’s, 
showed that they did not consider themselves bound to work after sunset, and that tliey 
thoroughly understood that {>art of tlie agreement w^Jiich fixes the hours of labour from 
sunrise to sun^ict, with an intermission oi three*. hom*s for meals. fVpjin our knowledge of 

i^the character of the natives, we are confident that they cpuld not be forced to beyond 
the stipulated liburs, without due compensation, cither in money or immunity from labour at 
other hours during the day; tlie assertion of their being compelled to work for 14 or 15 # 

hours/’ tfi at complete variance with the dtjclaration of me Indians themselves, with tluvfew 
exceptions recorded in the proceedings, 

11. Personal Chastisement.^ Wo have already recordedHhat some of th^ Indians on the 
three establishments alluded to by Mr. Audorson, Oontplalued oi‘|)ers(*tial c^^tisement ; but 
it was only at Mr. Berger’s (whete general discontent existed) that two xMU showed marks 
of stripes on their thighs. An allusion is made to the establishment of Mr. Wotthih^oii, 
as one on which personal chastisetdent, carried to a grdat extent, had long been ndtonous. 
We can »ay nothing of the previous fexistence of such hn abuse ou that ewblislimeqt^ and 

. 58/ F 2 can 
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(X)RRE8f0mii® OF 

MAURITIUS. its' having beein (hscontinued. or fepressed^ from the evidence we received, 

■ Complaints were made about ‘the quality of food, which showed that the mea.were not 
^ 'intimidated by the presence of their employers. 

Par. 5, Colonial !>• The instructions conveyed toUhe committee would hate precluded the adoption of 
Secretary's Letter, Mr. Anderson’s simgestion of (^amining the Indians out of the presence of the employers, 

15 Oct. 1838. bad not all the other members of the committee (from their practical knowledge of the 
natives of India) been convinced that such a course would have been not only invidious in 
itself, but totally unnecessary. There is no similitude in the position of the Indian and that 
of the apprentice; the latter cannot but feel restraint in the presence of the individual 
whose property he was but, yesterday > that the fonner does not entertain the same feelmg, 

' was amply illustrated by the complaints made in presence of the employers, trifling and . 
fwolous in some establishments, but “ loud and strong ” in two, as noticed by Mr. Ander- / 

■ son himself. The mutual recriminations which took place between Mr. Berger and his menf 
ought to have b^cn sufficient 0 have convinced an unbiassed mind, that the presence of the 
employer did not place the Indian under any restraint in the expression of his feelings. 

13. Lodging Accommodation.— Wiik regal'd to the accommodation providett for the 
Indians, «a reference to the proceedings will show that Mr. Anderson, in his remarks under 
that head, has gcne,rali/.ed the exceptions; in vci'y few establishments has the committee 
found a wilful neglect of tlic comfoi^ of the Indians; in some they had so lately arrived, 
that tlierc had not been time to make suitable arrangements. It would be unfair to tax tlie 

, employers with the filthy habits of their servants. Had Mr. AiiderSon ever visited India, 

he would not have citedf as a hardship their having to repose on the “ hare floor,” as it is 
consonant to their habits ; even rich natives are accustomed to sleep on .a mat spread on 
the mud floors, in the verandahs, or on the flat roofs of their houses. 

14. Accommodation of, and Attendance on the Sick.— We beg to differ in opinion with 
Mr. Anderson, in regard to the places set apart for the sick on the different establishments : 
with the few exceptions already specified, we found them sufficient for the puipose. Wji 
must confess that in some of them cleanliness was not strictly attended to. The excited 
feelings of dissatisfaction evinced by Mr. Berger’s men from the beginning, induced them 
to bring tmt of the. hospital, supported by two or three men, the sick man alluded to, 
evidently with the intent of aggravating their grounds of compMnt against their employer, 
who assured the committee that his establishment was regularly attended by Dr. balesse 
and a native doctor. Any doubt of the .veracity of Mr. Berger could easily be cleared, by a 
relereiice to Dr, Sulessc. Willi regard to the other case at Messrs. Tayler Sc Tyack, there 
certainly was carelessness, and it was recolfded on the proceedings. 

Jfl. Prejudices and Customs.— h is unnecessary for us to make any further remarks, as 
we have already touched on this subject in paragraph five. 

16. We will, in conclusion, refer to the proceedings themselves for further proof of the 
generalisation of isolated facts, which is shown in the two letters under reply; we have no 
hesitation in again asserting, that from what the committee have seen in Port Louis, we 
could not do otherwise than report fiivourahly on the general question, were wacalled upon 

, to do 80 without further investigation and experience. 

. 

We liave, &c. 

. (signed) C. M. CampbeU. 

J. Villiers Forbes. 

./. Hvgon. 

W.Bury. 


• The Chief Secretary to Government, Fort William. 

, Sir, , Colonial Secretary’s Office, 6 December 1838. 

1 HAVu the directions of his Excellency the Governor of Mauritius to transmit to you,^ 
for the information of the Imlian Government, the enclosed return, showing the number ol 
Indian labourers intlpduced into this colony from Calcutta between the 1st August 1834 
and the ^ of Octooer last. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Q. F. Pick, 

Colonial Secretary. 



' '■,' ■ ';.i- 4t:,; ' ■;■ 

STATEMENT showing the Nh^nbfer of Cooiiipe }ntr^\^ed into the Colony from ^ MACRiTmSj. 

Calcntta, from Ist Atigust ie34. " ■' 


NAME OF VE88BL. 


DATE 0?? AERIYAeI MEN. WOMEN, I CHIEOHEN. 


Samh 

Atlas 

Vesper 

w Peter Proctor • 
XVespcr - - 

Avoui - - ^ 

Dfoiigiiii - 

Mftren 

Esther 

Demerara 

Heyworth 

Edmond Castle 

Elizabeth - 

Protector 

Sir Herbert Taylor 

Drongan • 

Edflinnd Castle 
Sir John Rae Reid 
Thalia 

William Wilson 
Nerbudda 
Africaniis 
Indian Oak 
Emmce - 
Juliana - 
Sophia 

Cavendish Bentinck 
Henry 

British Monarch 
Sir John Rae Reid 
Ajax 

Lady FitzHcrbert 
Ceres 

John Bagshaw 
Henry Tanner - 
Charles Dumergue 
Helen 
Emdy Jane 
William Wilson 
Rciria 


Indian Oak 
Mary Taylor - 
Peter Proctor - 
Moulmein 
Hough ly • 
Euphrasia 
Virginia - 
Herefordshire - 
Ajax 

John Bagshaw - 
Henry Tanner - 
PrinciC Regent - 
Earl Grey 
.. Britannia 
Mermaid - 
Belzoni - 
Carnatic - 
Miranda - 
Hooghly - 
Donna Carmelita 
BaightHane - 
Amwell - 
. John Bagshaw - 
Luminy - 


1 August 1834 

2 Nov. 

13 Jam 1835, 

15 Feb. ~ 

22 August — 

14 Sept. — 

20 Sept. ~ 

20 Sept — 

30 Sept. ~ 

12 Oct — 

3 Nov. 

30 Nov. — 

14 Dec. — 

16 Dec. ~ 

10 Jan. 1836 

6 May — 

8 June — 

15 June — 

^17 June ~ 

18 June — 

27 June — 

r> Oct — 

17 Oct ' ~ 

21 Oct — 

28 Oct. ^ 

19 Oct — 

22 Nov, ~ 

23 Nov. , — 

25 N 91 ?. ~ 

20 Nov. — 

21 Nov. — 

21 Nov. ~ 

24 Nov. — 

1 Jan. 1837 

9 Jan. — 

18 Jan, ~ 

24 Jan, — 

28 Feb. ~ 

6 March — 

1.5 March ^ 

28 March — 

3 April — 

20 April ~ 

24 April — 

1 May >— 

^6 May — 

16 May ~ 

16 May — 

20 May — 

26 May — 

25 May — 

28 May — 

28 May — 

20 June ~ 

8 July ~ 

18 July — 

9 August ~ 

1 Sept. — 

8 Sept. — 

30 Sept — 

1 Oct — 

21 Oct 

22 Oct. — 

28 Oct. — 

29 Oct — 


(^continu^) 
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MAUfUOTS. , J.. ' 

1 NaMB 0» VBSSia,... i 

. OAf£ OF AttHirAJ., 


.'k7 ' ' • 

VOMEK. 

CniLDBBW, 

BlilxK) *• • 



i Ifdv. 1837 

103 



Mottimein - 

• 


5 ’Nov.' ' . ' 

47 ' 



Parland - - - 

- 

- 

8 .|fov.. — 

178 



Mary' . e. , 

- 


28 Nov. — 

52 



Belzoni - , » * 

' 


30 Nov. ~ 

167 



Thomas Snook - i 

■ - 

... 

1 Dec. — 

58 



Donna Poscoa - 

Ji- 

- 

11 Dec. — 

842 



Arab - - - 

• 


10 Jan. 1838 

108 



, Indian Oak , - 

-f '< 

• 

14 Jan. — 

196 



Victoria - - - 

• 


18 Jan. 

100 



Elizabeth 

« . « 

• 

20 Jan, ~ 

185 

i 


Alfred - 


• 

38'Jan. — 

27 

[ 


Majestic • - ^ 

• 

• 

1 Feb* — 

168 



Raj Ranee, 



20 Feb. — 

[ 176 



Donna Carmelita 

, - - 


1 March — 

45 



Herefordshire - 


4t> 

12 March 

71 



Christopher Raw.son - 

- 

- 

16 March — 

285 



Helen - - - 

- 

• 

0 April 

162 



Lord Aiiklard - -* 



20 April — ^ 

144 

10 

5 

Cavendish Bentinck • 

• 


14 May — 

148 



Enphrasia 

- 


28 May — 

168 



Earl Clara^ 

- 

• 

5 June — 

460 



Donna Pascoa - 

• 


28 June, — 

420 



Lancier - - * 

■ 

V- 

11 July — 

144 



Donna Carmelita 


* 

28 July ~ 

100 



Indian Oak 

• 


4 August — 

258 



Victoria - ' - 

• 

■ - 

6 Sept. — 

241 



Lord Auklard - 

• 


1 Oct. ~ 

2.30 

a 


Apollon - - - 


- 

12 Oct — 

08 

1 


William Lockerby 

. a*' M 

- 

24 Oct. — 

109 

a 


Cashmere Merchant - 

■ 'A 

- 

24 Oct. ~ 

284 

12 





1- 

12,994 

198 

51 


Police Dei^artmcnt, Port Louis, 
20 NoTemJ>er 1838. 


(signed) John JFSnnis^, 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


Potbcs, Bury ^ Uugon, 

• * * ^ 

Gentlemen, ' Colonial Secretary’s OlRce, 81 December 1888. 

1 . I uAvjK had the honour to lay befote the Governor your letter of the 5th instant, in 
ausycr to the observations of*Mr. Special Justice Anderaoii, in regard to the report of tlu- 
comniith e appointed to inquire into “the state m^d, condition of the Indian labourers here, 
.with le.spect to tliose in Port Louis. 

' 2 . The manner in which Mr. Anderson’s statejnenti that the prevalence of personal clia«- 
tisoueiil in the establishment of Messrs, Worthington & Co. was matter of public notoriety, 
and known to thr^ members of the comimtk^ has been noticed, is not, in his Excellency's 
opinion, satisfactorjr ; and he thinks that, wi1« such information in their posseasian, the 
investigation of committee into tlie eic^tehce of such an abuse should nave been full 
and searching. * 

‘ 8. The third paragraph of your fetter of the 13th Novembendid intimate that some inter- 
ference might be. neceSsarj- wkb regard to the accommodation, medical treatmmjt, and time 
allowed for rhcals, Imt in teitns not sufficiently strong to mark the necessity of such inte>^ 
ference, &s shown Anderson's fetters and your answer ; and tlte Governor trusts 

that, in ytfeu- future proewdiugs, you will perceive the necessity of fully entering into such 
inqnirips, apd of eficiting all the facts in similar Cases, in Older to leave no doubt or question 
with regard to them; ’ *«< 

His Excellency is disposed to be satisfied in much of die explanation you have afi’orded 
in answer to Mr. Ander^n^'s statements, and to ebasider that tha# gentleman may have gene- 
ralised too much, andniii^ have derived his informiatiou fepm other sources than, the evidmicC 
givrn before Uie committee ; buthisE^^lfency quite concurs with Mr. Anderson in dunking 
that the criterion of cem^rt and convenience for the Indians should be taken from those of 
tlmir own ebss in this island, and not from what they may have been used to in their own 
country . , ' . 

* ^ I have, &c, 

fsjgned) .G, jP., Die*, Colonial Secretory. 

.'Q.",, ■ I V ■ , i. 



MAUftil'i’CS. 


Wa' Cowmit^ of Ji^uiry on tl^e.l^an' ’' f . J.l ' 

Oiehtk^anr : j , ’ . X ‘ : ^ Colonial SecjgE^t^s Offlciei p^oembor. 1(898. 

1. I HAVB hkl the honop to Ip before his ExceUeooy the Coveroor the/repirt of yohr 
pfoceedingB in the ini^uiry.. into the state and coQditic^.of .th^ Indian labouieta employe^ w 
the town of Port Louis; said I hpe received his Excdletniy’s directions to mtimate W yon 
his approval of the series of .questions you have put to the Indians, as well as to th« toaStore: 
hut he thinks that the comnuttee should not limit themselties to these rpiestions, but .eixptid 
them, as occasion may require, to others calculate^ to elucidate , the, real situation 6f ^se 
people in the differeut establishments iu which they wor]^, which his. Excellency is most 
desirous of having very iuUy ascertained* 

2. For this purpose, the Governor requests that, in the prosecution of your inquiries in 
the country districts,, you will be careful to note down in full detoif the whole of the evidence 
wliich is calculated in any way to establish dearly and satisfactorily the condition aiuhi^te 
of the Indians upon the difTei’ent estates and establiahinents. 

3. The* lodging accommodation afforded to the Indian laliom-ers by their rceqiective 

employers being a point on which their health and comfort are essentially depndent, his 
Excellency is desirous that the committee should particula^y inquire into tlio manner in 
wliich they arc lodged on the different habitations, and that your repmrt theroon should be 
full and particularj ■ , 

4. The mortality which has prevailed among the Indian labourers, as well on the voyage 
as after their arrival here, and more particula% upon some estates and establishments, has 
been the source of deep regret to his Excellency, and rendtere it necessary tliat your inquiries 
sli^d he most minute as to tlie medical aid and hospital treatment afforded to ffiem by 
their respective employers.' You wUl be pleased, therefore, carefully to register, .the name 
of the medical attendant of each estate, pd the number of his periodical visits, as well as 
in describing the hospital accommodation provided for the sick. And you will, as far as 
may be in your power, take care to ascertain whetiicr medical assistance to the' sick is 
timely afforded ; endeavouring to impress upon the master that in the medical treatment of 
Indians, much depends on that treatment being timely aihmnistercd. , . ; f 

It should be an object of your inquiry ako to ascertain whether the Indian labourers 
arc not employed on work of a severer description thaii that; which they have, under their 
agreements, engaged to perform, and whether their hours of work are not prolonged beyond 
what may fairly and reasonably be expected by their employers under those engagements. 

c. It will be desinible that you should note the conditions of the several agreements in a 
summary way, so tliat they may easily be ctppared with each other, and their various 
discrepancies stated, with a view to their being remedied by tlie adoption of some general 
system hereafter ; and also the hours of work on each estitte, in order to the introduction 
of some regulations to establish uniformity iu that respect. Moreover, you should apprize 
the masters, as well as the men themselves, tliat, unless . in cases of urgency or necessity, 
Sunday labour is not legal, whatever stipulation there may bo iu their agreements to the 


contrary. 

^ 7. Your inquiries should further be (Erected very pa^cularly to ascertaining whether the 
Tn(iians are subject to personal restraint, or other punishment or maltieatmeiil, on the part 
either of their masters or of Uiosi*. employed under tiienu 

'■ I have, &c. ^ ' 

(signed) 6. F, Dkk, Colonial Sectotaty. 


Messrs. Fiirbes, ^ Hitgon. 

Gentfomett, , ^ Colonial Secretary's Oftioe, 4 January 1839- 

In answer to your letter of 13th November last, his Excellenciy desiraa'ine to ihtimate to 
you that he cannot suppose that there will be any disposition on the of the Indi^ 
Government,, to object to the advances which may be made to you here, to enable you to 
meet the expense attending tlm execution of the duty witli which you have been cliarged by 
desire of the l^osi^t in .Council of Bengal, and which is entirely for the satisfaction <» 
that Government* otherwise hi* Exeellency would not have given his. assept to any issues 
ftom the eoloiM treasury. The Governor has toerefbre instructed me to inform you;, that 
he does not, under any circumstances, hold you respousiblf, foe tlie am^it of such travelling 
allowance. ■ ' ■ • , .'r 


His Excellency has no data by which to rtsgulato what tjtet allowance should be, hut he 
will order an advance to be mude to you, at the rate of 1 1. each per diem, ftom the col<mial 
treasury, op thie'a^unt; subject to . such further impuneratwn, on the inquiry heiag 
dueled, as you may have claim toi should your expbnses exc^ that .stom. , ^ , 


:lleivy,;d;c; 


V'DSeliv',' > ' 

;Cololi^';^iNSI^, 


«8. 


■w. 


V A 



MAUiUltU^: 


the imderatadHmgr that his Excelleocy'TdMloi&t hdld ijI^i^^ the Ihdiw Ghvetii-t 

nie«t for tha amduntof the ti^vdlit^ mlbW&hcie we m find it necessary to draw, and that 
should onr axpens^'j^ceed the s|itti of 17.- habh'j^ d»atf»> swch claim«woald he tahefi into < ' 

.C(M)sid^fi<»i/we wilt pitKieed in djitr tour widi.aa uttle deday as 


We revest yt^'Wi)! do us the TeyoWtO submit bur aii^Iication for an advance of sof; 
■’each,;tb enable %8'tbnmke.tba%«cesiitarybnh;httse8. 

- •■ '-M' ■'■•■ ■■•; • ‘ , . ■ 5 ■< ■■ ■ ■ We have, ’&c.- ,. :':■ 


' Jii 


(signed) «/• ^lUeri Forbes: 
J. Hvgtfo. 

W. Bvry. 


/ 


0. i*. JDioi, Esq. Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, . \ r. ; ' Fort William, 30 January 1830. 

I AH directed by the Honourable die President, in Council to acknowledge the receipt of 
your dujdiicate letter, dated the 31et O^^ober last, and in reply to state that his Hcmor in 
Council ueknowledges, with much satisfaction, the prompt and efficient measures adopted 
by the Government of Mauritius, to carry into effect the suggestions of tlie Government of 
India, and to fulfil its c^ire to. obtain satiafactoiy evidence in respect to the real.condiiiou 
and treatment of the .Indian labourers, .His Houoi|- in Council tnists that the result of the 
inquiries ihstituted will shortly be. laid befom his Excellency, and cuminunicated to this 
government. . . , ^ ; 

In'the meantime, I am directed, to i^dest tlie attention of his Excellency may be drawn 
to the measures recently adopted by the-Goverument of India, under the orders ot the autho- 
rities in Engird, for the suspension of the licensed exportation of this class of labourers. 

His Honor in Council camicA contemplate the .necessity of appointing a commission of 
officers from India ; the obfMts, in the view of tliis , government, will ‘he answered by an 
ascertainment, from time to time, that the labourers employed at the Mauritius afe satisfied 
with their condition, or the contraiy, with a view to a determination as to the expediency 
of takmg fflea|«ircs to cncoui^ge or stqilweSS tlie practice of emigration to that colony. 

It has been’dbgge3ted, .ia a Tetter ot this d^artmerit, .dated the 23d instant, addressed to 
the secretary to we government of Fort St. George, that the letters of emigrant labourers 
may most conveuiently. be fwwarded to their mmiiies by being sent under cover to the 
secreta^ of this depmrtment, whence, if the direction be sufficiently explicit, they wfil be 
transmitted to their destumtion, free, pf postage, under the care of the local authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H, H. Frmsep, 

. Secretary to the Qovermnent of India. 


, Sir, , ■ “ ■■ ■■ ' •"‘Flacq, 18 February I83S. 

Wn have the honour to forward the enckised protest, received this morning, from tltc 
principal planters of the first j^tion of Ftocq, for submission to his Excellency the Govenior, 
and request we maybe faVou'ii^d with farfhef instfiiqtionsosto our future proceedings. .Wo 
shall do ourselves the .honor- of forwarding cc^y bf bur proceedings up to the present 
,^te with as little delby as possible. , ' , i . 

■' '' His Excelleticy has alieady approved of our mode of proceeding; . It appears, to the com- 
mittee impossible , to conduct the investigi^on in the. mode propb^ by the planters who 
have signed the potest, viz. that of examming each Indian sepaiately, and recording each 
deposition, as also that of the planters themscHes ; such a coume will change the nature of 
our duties to that pf a tribunal, and in aU probability lead to great, excitement amongst the 
Indians. ' , , ‘ 

. ' ' ■ . We' lidve, ike, 

. To tlie Honomtable G.. F. Dldc, ^ 

■ ’ 't^ofiial SeciBtaity, "kc.,..; ; ■' \ . W, , 


Jf. CainpbelL 
nUiors Forbes. 
ttuOon, 




vmuxnnie 


I sousslgn^ habitans de la lere section du quaxtict db..Fiacq,appelaie!int'de to^ 
niie ehquStosut lafsHtnb^ -de Idnrs labbureUm Ihdit^ i tls Tiditotitihnent avec d’autant 



■ ' i; " i ' > ' V ^ 


-Mats 



yifSit d*£trejj%>n!aaliiwe dwte^ld ^cwijid^ d^ceadaMdcir^ imd;^<ilt^*ds a’e^ 

tiecp^nottre,. Measienis^' de.^dvait |tre conn^ :ilt‘'^^^^Qti0m^:'^^ 

]dii# Qcmwdedciistuc, feji«>t|ye»t' |d regret de dire qoe eiiiqu^, t^e;,qU'elle 

lq»v6ritiil)le 6tat des %l)09^f etJiiWre pa»dv9f |>rej^ 
tairys tQBtpiile* gwwitiefi qtt'Uik^taientcni droit d'attendrdf*' s '; - ' f i -' i. v '; 

Sis p^eQt dottc dans lew int/§t£t, c^mme dans cebii dea labodreiUre Indiena laitadQcadedt^V 
d leuE seryioe, devoir a'qppowr ^ tpute cnqucte sur jfeurs PW ^es motife snivans.. 

Prewierement. II ne ^ut convenir d’intenuger les Indidsis KW masse, paree. ttt» qd^^^ ' 
uns seulenient rt^ndent; ce soat ordinairement. les |dua1mrdis at ed tn^e temps les plitis^ 
indiscipHnes, et ils pe«veiit.p»r lenrs discours, influencer le^te^ddjalmndf. . Siron doBtait 
' de eette assertion, il n’y adrait qu’d eonsuUer ui,e8sieani les aSpstansddi jo^s de pais dans 

les divers districts, et Ton verrait que souvcnt, sur le prdttMfte le pfiis frivole, d«s Indicas ’ 

, „ ^ : _•. . . .. 



quelqiies uns de lours camarades qui avaient envie de 
avaient obligtVde les suivre. 


cbez 

se promener, et qai par menaces tea 


II ^tait done detoute necessito pour que I'enquete actiielle p|it fair© conUaitre eiactemoni 
la verite, quc*tous les Indiens sur une propri^td fussent inteiyogos mats individae}lomcnt 
et separdnient les uns des autres, et c'est alots seulemeat que Messieurs les ^ntmtssaires, 
d’Enquete auniient pu pdnetrer la vdritd,, en opposani les uneS ajax autips, les diyeiaea 
depositions. , . . , 

,, ^cOKidmemeut. ' Parceqno I’enquCte dfevrait sc latre' eontradietoiremerit, c'e8t-a-dire,que„ 
chaque demandc liiito a un 'I udu'ii et »a rdponse* devreient dtre^expUfptes au prdpridtaire dans 
• un* langage qn’il comprfend, atin quo dans le cas de ineiisohge on qe 'c8llomnie, 'iI puiaseflC 
justifier a rinstautjVt racme par une contro enimdte sUl le mgcwt coavenable. ■ ' 

Trf)isit''uu*nient. Pan e que dans le ca» dc plaintcd’unlndien,kp observations du maitre 
devraifiit ctre constatees .imraediateraent au procda verbal ; antreiheiit* tonie latitude est 
acfordee i\ I'attfique et lien ii la defense. ' ’ ‘ ‘ . 

Quatiidinement . Purce.que I’enqudt'e det'fait se Iwmer a savoir si cEaqiiC article de I’engago- 
inent contractc est fideloment exdcutd de part et d’autm, et ai les indiqns sont traitds aveC 
donccjur and humanitd. . . - *> " * . 

Lee soussignqs Old. I’honMUK &<:■ 

(sigtil), C. Gekdri^llq. . JPieW. , 

’ L^H0ot. . . > DasTtfut, 

Ch. Moniocchio: ^Nozdic. ' ' 




Sir, ♦ . Colonial Secretjiry’s Office, 28‘ February. 1 8.10. 

“H AVISO laid lieferl , bis Excellency the Gcownor your letter of the I8tb inetaot. trans- 
mitting the protest of the principal "inhaytantft, of the first section , of the Placq District 
agjvinst the manner in which the inquiry uito the stale and. condition oLtfie Indian labourers 
is conducted, I have been directed to express his Excellency’s rc^t at a proct^bding on ‘die’ 
pari <d‘ the inhabitants so calculated to produce an unfavourable impression elsewhere, and 
to intimate to you that his Excellency considers it advisable the inquiries of the com- 
mitiee should cease as soon as they shall have completed tlte anamination on those estates,* 
in the FJacq District where no opposition may be made, by the proprietors. 

_ I'have, &c. "" .A 

To C. M. Campbell, Esq, President of the (signed! ■ Geo. F. Dick, 

Cotninittep of Inquiry on Indians. ' " Colqnial Secretaiy. 


. Sir, , , Flacq, ,10 March 1839. ' 

Wa .have the honour to ffirwaid, for submission to hi's Excellency the Governor, our, 
procee d ing w UP to, the 12th instant, comprising the inqul^ wd have made into the state and' 
condition of the Indian labourers oh 22 estates in this distriei. * . V' 

.’ 2. We iiave ibund on every estate proper accommodation fiir the lahdurersj witli a hos- 
Wfeal proportionate tq the number of men employed (vfith Qhq , exception, Mr. Fabre’s estate). 

are four doctoriinin Urn di»h'iut, who visit the estates two or three timeaa week,^and m 
case of emd^goncy, tlie'attendance of one of them can ufahqat evesywhei« to commmtdod.m 
twohohni. ^ ^ ■ ,, , " " ', 


d* I'lm* general physic^ condition and health Of the:,iitdiafi 4 ^ on fill tho plahtalic^, 
appeared.most satistactpiy'; the cnange of chmato has greq% improved .their cqnshfntite. 
The swpepqnity of die lidwa pmjeih*,’? or climate, is r^qy acfcimu^l®dged,l«r!'t^.:,ia^ 
thomsdlv^, firqm 'whatever .'province of India: fhey may have come; Thp J^onth^ dw9ngie.;;ol' 
sick in hospital, as far as we conjkl aspeitSin,' appears tp be 6fi, or aboiit 
' '*'■ ' o ■ ' ,."r . ' ’■T';’,',''WhoIe;: 









".itvitbk!': we 'are ui>ft'bW?itb'^oW tile ■licw»Al:«jitt place.ih 

; ihe lmltti of the men »nte th«ar fm g^perally 

J^pt, «8 fa toected for’ (tie ‘appiealioei* th^whidh; thie dates of ^ 

doctor's vMito, the toedwal’ treatment peefeeraied, should be h*?*% entferedf ithe tidfl|>tioh 
of siwh a njfflismre, welhink, would be adws*d>le,.wnd muchftcaitete (he maMn^.^p^ 
returns irf^he sich, on any future inquiry^ as to; proper imedtca} h^eatment being {dj^jidcd 
them. ' ■ ' ■ ■ . ■ 


4. We have carefnlly inqnir^ into the mortality that has taktlh place both from the 
masters and the Indians. On a few of the estates it has been, we regret to say, consider- 
able; but in no instance could it be attributed to over-work or iJl treatment. The two 
estates belonging to Messrs. Hanning and Harris, which we particulariv noticed tor tlmt 

K rfect harmony and contentment which tollow good management and Kind treatment of 
dians, present the heaviest mortality. Mr. I&ris had Been but a short time on the 
estate, and could tlierefore aflord no information as to the state of the men on tlieir arrival. 
Mr. Hanning communicated to the committee a certificate, signed by a medical man, as 
to the stote of the men he received ; 12 were labouring under bud chronic diecases, five 
of whom subsequently died. No other planter has taken the same precaution u.s Mr. 
Hanning. 


5. In asserting that the bodily health of the Indians in this ,distri«!t, is improved, wc are 
borne out by the. figured statement of mortality, which, in four years,' presents an average of 
2.74 per cent. ; and taking that of the two last years, which embraces a larger umhber 
of Indians, tlie result would fee still more favourable, the average feeing reduced to 2.33 
per cent. • 

«. We have not to bring to the notice of Goveniment any case of systematical bact-weijl- 
ment, or breach of contract, on the part of the master; the men are treated witli humanity 
and mildness, and the work required of them, although more seveye than that to which they 
l»ave lieen accuBtomed in India, is much within wbat they could perlbrm m a climate Jik«! 
this, so much more favourable to bodily exertion thou their own. 

7. We would be*' to 6Ugg‘e»t the necessity oT some regulation culciilaiecl to reuiove a 
general tertdeuey to imsimdWsiunding between the master and labourfH', arising out of tlie 
great discrepancies which exist in the conditions of the different contracts, nriucipally n itli 
regard to food and the Imurs of lapour ; they are to be found even on llie sanu‘ estate, 
where, bands of liei’ans have lieen 'introduced at different periods ; in some the articles of 
food are lumped to tice and salt; an addition of a quarter of a rupee is sometimes marie 
to the pay ; but it could never be considered us an equivalent for the glu;c and flholl 
allowed them by other agreements. 


6. In some of the contracts the Indian custom has been observed in fixing th(» hours gf 
labour from siinp^e to sunset, with an interval of three hours for meals ; in others they niv 
from daylight till night j in othei^, again, they are left entirely to the. discretion of flic 
master, as w ill be seen by u reference to those abstracts of the chfiereut Contracts we have 
annexed to our proceedings ; where the hours are fixed, there is ?dvvays a clause reserving 
to the master tlie right of extending the work, “ if necessary/' cluriqg the manufacturiug 
season, that is, six mouths of tlie year. 

9. We have connnmuui44,>^ Hit Indians the institution of a savings bank in Port 
Lc^uis, as aff ording a sectn e p Wc of deposit for tlicir money. We have met with about 70 men 
in this district who have saved niouey, one, a sirdar on Mr. Harris's estate, to the f^xtent 
of GUO rufiees. ^ It is to be. observed, that more than half the number of the men wc 
have examined have been bto a i^liort time in Uie island, and cannot yet have reimbursed 
the advances tJiey arc supjiosed to have received in India; the number of those that arc 
provident would very rapidly increase were the masters moix^ gcueraJIy to cncounige habits 
of economy in the Indians. 


10. We have found the Indians aware of the obligation of the master to provide a pas- 

sage back after the expiration of tlie contract ; but w’^e noticed that a few of the planters 
have an idea, which \\e tShik erroneous, regarding tl>e rijrht of tlie Indian to stay in the 
island olhciwisc than in tlie'scrvice of his first master, Several labourers have put the 
question to the members of the connhittee. Although wc expressed an opinion in the 
iiitirmative as to tlieiiM*ight, wc would think it advisable that all doubts on the subjtH:t 
.should b([5 cleared up in tfieir minds, ^as many, rather than stop with an unkind master at 
tlm expiration ^»f their contract, might leave the island, under the erroneous impression of 
being unable to change^ for a better. It would he but just, however, that the mastem 
should be relived from ail responsibrlity towards tlie Government with regard to tlie Indian 
wdio leaves his service and remains in the island. This respon»ilj|i|ity might be easily 
transfiirteti to the Indimi himself, by requiring the deposit in the bank of the 30 

rupees retained by the master to provide for a passage back, at the labourer's expense, in 
case of miscondui^t. \ * 

11. A few complaints of personal chastisement by overseers were made by lalumrers on 
some of the estates ; we never found it to have been ^sanctioned or countenanced by the 
i aster: restraint has b< 4 ?n employed only when, necessary for tlie pc^servatiop of good 
order and discipline oii ,lhe estate, such as in cases of drunkenness and riotous conduct 

Xlhe power of pw;rdi*iig even the slave has for so many years been taken away from the 

. master, 









and>?ek«d, in‘a puhUc’o^^,4hat'w coosidji^' lt impmhabk 
sysiew of pwiiaWeiai by pen<iin^ r^traint and obadl&wwnt co)idd be adopted ioward«; 

meu, wnoni it is, njoreovw, so much tlie- interest of the planter to r^ieiwtte ifi every 
■miy. . On stany estates tdie ntere .ittetnpt at such a ooue^ of ptoceeditig yrould haVe been 
attended with danger tp the planter, for instead of the' tnild and inoff'ensive Hill Cooley, 
he would have, had to deal wtK the bold and independent native of Western India, whose 
disposition would ill bijaok severity and liansh treatment- ‘ . 

12. We estimate, from the baiidw of Iiuliaus hithci*to examinee], that more than half df 
the men brought from the Bengal presidency arc from the western pjwinces, where the 
duffadars and crimps^ found willing dupes to practise upon. The misrepresentation of 
the nature of the work, which many were led to ex^ct would he mei*e (Baghee- 
chu-ka-kam) gardening, would not, from their distressed ciicumstances at die time (in con- 
se^lueiicc of the fanune), have eiigcndemd a spirit of disapyioiiitment in thoa4?! people on 
their arrival, had they not besides h*jen plundered prior to embarkation of a gre^ portion 
of the advances charged to the planters. 

13. We will conclude with stating, that we arc strongly impressed with the belief that 
the condition of the Indian in the island is superior to wuat it is in most parts of India ; 
but tlu* ideas of natives difli^r so widely from our own on those, points, that the true test of 
their real sentiments can only be expt:cted at the close of their engagements. We have seen 
in Port Louis stweiul natives of Bombay introduced by Mr. Bickerjee, who have entered into 
contnicts with Mr. Dcs Etangs, at an increased rate of wages : it has also come to ourkuo'w- 
ledgc, that several niilives ol‘ coast of Coromandel, lately in tlie employ of Mr. Barifiit, 
iiiLthis district, haVing completed th<ur five years/ service, have formed a new engagement 
with Mr, Amndowmy, of the Riviiirc du Rempart district. 


The If on. (Jajitfiin Dick, (signed) 

Colonial Secretary, Port Louis. 


We have, &:c. 

C\ Af, Oampbell^ Prcftident. 

J. VilUen Forbes^ 

T. Hugon^ I Members* 

J.Bury, J V 


Queries to ihe Employers. 

I, — What arc the number of Indian labourers on tjie establishment; and from What parb 
of India introduced, and at what periods ? 

’2. — Have you any Indians obtairu5d here by transfer; how many, and fiout whom ^ 

3. — Was the transfer sanctioned by Government ’? 

' 4, — What is the number of deaths that have occurred since tlieir arrival ? 

5. — W^hat is the number of sick now in hospital, and how many are absent without 
leave ? ; 

— What has been the monthly average of sickness, ami of absence '? 

7. — Have any of the engagements entered into by you witi) Indnm laboujvrs already 
expired ; hoW' many of the meu have; renewed their contract, And liow jnuny liave returned 
to India ? 

8. — Have any of them deposited moiiev in your hands ; how many have done it, and how 
much of their pay do they tnus save yearly ( 

IK ' — Have you acquainted them with the existence of a savings bank do you know of 
any objections on their part to deposit luoiicy there. ? 

10.— Do they frequently comnKinicatc with India by letter, and if so, through what 
channel arc those letters sent ? * 

II. — Do any of the labourers receive lcUei*s from India? • 

— Are you aware that the Government have directed the police department to receive 
and forward to India the letters of the Indian labourers ? 

la. — What is the name of your medical attendant, and how Often during the week docs 
he visit tliC sick ? 

14. — Is medical assistance to the sick timely ailbrded by him ? 

15 . — Are you aware that, unless in cases of urgency or necr jsity, Sunday labour is not 
li^gal, whatever stipulation there may; be in your agreement to the contrary. 

16. — Have you ever had to complain of their refusing to work, and to what tunctionor)^ ? 
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. « Qtramis to the Indian Labourmit . . \ ' 

i, 7- WhetheV they are satisfied with the performance of the engagentent oh the part'of 
■ their employer, and’ do they clearly understand its conditions ? " ' 

S.-ji-WhetJier tliey receive their pay regularly, or is any deduction made from it, and on 
what account ? ' * 

3. — Whether they are satisfied with the quantity and quality of provisions furnished 
them? ‘ 

. 4.— Whether ilie quantity of clothing, and other aiticles furnished, arc according to the 
agreement? ^ 

ft.— Whether jtbc, hours of labour, the time allowed for meals, are according to the agree- 
ment; whether subjected to any laboiir beyond their strength, for which they had not 

engaged themselves ? * , * 

*> * 

fi. — At what hour do they commence .work, when do they leave off, and what is the 
natuicofit? 

7. — What is the number of eane-holes they are required to dig for their daily task ; is the 
number of holes regulated according to, the soil ? 

8. — ^Tlie sumo question with regard to weeding ? 

0, — During the manufacturing season, how many hours are they kept at work ? -r--* ' 

10. — When required to perform extra work, are they paid foi it, and whether they do so 

witli their own free will ? . 

11. — Whether in sickness they receive proper medical attendance ? 

1*2. — \Vbcther they understand that they are to be provided with a passage back to India, 
free of expense, at the expiration of their engigemerit ? 

13, — Wliether they were originally^ engaged in India on account of their present (^mjdoyor, 
or trsinsforred to him by otlicr parties ? 

14. — Whether sn Ji transfer has been made with the authority of Government, and w ith 
their free consent I 

13, — ^Vhcther uny^^of them are hired out by their masters, and whetlicr aware of the rate t 

16. — Whether they are subjected to persona! restraint, or any other punishment, by their 
master, or tho^ employed over them ? ♦ 

J7. — Whether they are aware of the course they have to follow to obtain red res.s when 
aggrievfKl by their masters pr others ? 

IH, — W^hethcT they find it easy to correspond with their friends in India, through what 
channid tlie\ send tliem. they have received answers in return, and if tliey are 

aware that the police will li ufin id forward their letters ? 

19. — Wlictlioi lhey deposit their savings with their employers, or have it in their own 
keeping,' or whether iwae of tlie existence of a savings bank, and of its allowing an interest 
.of five per cent, on the money deposited ? 

20. — Whctlier, from the manner in which they are treated in Mauritius, they would, after 

their return to India, feet themselves warranted in recommending their countrymen engaging 
on similar lenns ? " 

21. — whether they were well treated on board during the passage? 


30 Jatuiary 1 U 3 y.*-Mess)*s. Bertrand ^ Ulcoq's Estate, Lauraj’’ managed by 

Mr. Bertrand,^ 

AnsVvkks by the Employer. 

J.—Thirtv-sevcB'' from Calcutta in November 1836 ; 12 from the Coast in July 1838. — 
Total, .4tt, ... 

2 . - -None. - 

3. -7-Not applicable. 

4. — No deaths. ■ , , 

a,— None Slick; one absent since a Iwelvemontn, ' 

, 6 .-s-Al)»entonc or two. ' ; 

7. — Not applicable. '*1 . . 

0 . — None ; thijv .-.nenfi tlreirmuirey in entertaining their fiieuds. 

9.~No. ' “ 


10, I am 



IKDlAN -TOS' MAtJRmili' '' ■■■ 4 ^) 

10.— I am aware that one miin.has virritteu to India for his mother to join him. 

. 11 , — Not to my knowledge. ' • 

. 12.^ — No, I am not. 

13. _Dr. tJlcoq; he calls four or five times a week,, but is Seldom required, as there are 
very few sick. 

14 . — In a case of emergency a uiedtcal man may be bftd in half an hour. 

15. * — Yes, I am, but they are never worked on Sundays^ 

10.— No, 

, Mr. Bertrand informs the coinmittee that inconsequence of bad conduct the sirdar has 
been sent back to India. 


Answers by the Indian Labourers, 

1. — Yfes, we are, and understand its conditions, 

2. — Yes, we r^eive our pay regularly; but a rupee is retained (agreeably to their engage*^ 
ment). 

3. — We compUihi of not receiving a sufficient onantity of rice. (The committee had the 
measure of rice wx’ighed in their presence, and beiore the Indians, and found it exceeded the 
ration. by 1 A lb. a week). 

4. — Yes, we have received onr clothing regularly. 

5t — We are not overwork(‘d ; we perform task-work, and therefore, have sufficient time 
for our meals. 

0. — We begin at day-break, and leave off when our task is finished ; sometimes at two, 
three, and four o’clock. 

7. — On<* hundred cane holes, which number is regulated according to the soil. 

a. — Task-W'ork. 

!f. — Oannot exactly say; but the work is not more fatiguing than in tlie fields. 

10. — We are not employed on e.stra labour, as our engagement states that we are to work 
rrom sunrise U\ sunset, being allowjixl three hours for our. meals. 

!ll. — Yes, vve receive medical uttcndauce. 

12. — Yes, we do. 

13 . — We were engaged by JVIessrs, Ulcocj and Pelletier, and transferred to their present 
employer with the estate; 

14. — Wo wore transferred with our consent. 

15 . — None of us are hired out, 

10. — One man, named Kahm(»odce, complains o:' having been hold down and punished 
vvjth a leathei stiap about lU mouths ago; he complained to the civil commissary, who 
merely sent him back ; he states he is the only one who has been punished. 

. 17. — We are aware. 

in. — W'e lire disposed to write, but were not aw^are of the manner of forwarding our letters 
(which* is now explained to them). 

in. — We have no savings, 

20. — W' e find the work more severe than what we were led to expect, and therefore would 
not recommend our countrymen coming here. 

The committee inspected the hospital, and found it sufficiently large and commodious ; 
the Indians are hutted in the same manner as the apprentices; two or three live together. 
Tlioy are Bcngulee.s from the neighbourhood of Calcutta : about onc-lialf were field labourers, 
the others are petty tradesmen ; one man is a complete idiot; they appear in very good 
health, and cheerful. 

Mr. Bertrand denies having had tlie man named Kahmoodee held down, but admits 
having punished liiin with a stirrup leather for his insubordination. 


Summary of Engagement with Mr. Bertrand md his Indian Labourers from Bengal. — 

Mr, Mayer, Acting Agent: 

1, — Five years’ service from date of arriv^il, with facility of transfer. 

"2.— Wages of labourers, five rupees; wages of sirdars, six rupees. 

3. — To be employed in the cultivatioovof sugar cane and manufacture of sugar, &c. . 

4. — Hours of labour from sunrise to sunset; interval of two hours for meals; during 
nianufacturing season time of labour to be extended. 

5. — Subject to rufos of discipline in use; penalty of hall a rupee for each day’s absence 
without leave. In case of differences, to submit to the autliority of the district. 
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correspondence respecting 


MAUlilTlU^* of sickness, brought on by misoonduct, no vmgos’ to be paid, and medical 

attendance at the expense of labourer. 

7.— One rupee a mouth, to be retained for passage iii case of ipisconduct. 

«. — Provisions during the voyage : 

I ^ lbs. of rice. 

4 oz. of 

2 IV/.. of fish. 

1 0 '/. of ghee. 

1 oz. of chillies, onions, anti tamarinds- 

•i oz. of salt, mustard and tobacco, occasionally. 

On embarkation : 1 blanket. 

1 jacket. 

1 cap. 

1 MOoden bowl, 

I brass pot fur four men. 

1 mat. 

0.— Right of successive transfers reserved to the employers. 


Abstract of Mr. Berlrami’s Engagement w'itli his Indian Labourers from tlie Coasi.^ 

1. — To work for five years, from the date of arrival at Mauritius. 

2. — Fixes the pay at five ruiwes per mensem, from day of commencing work. 

Daily aiiowauce : Ij! lb. of rice, 3 ox. of salt fisli, or meat and curry powder. 

Yearly allowance: 1 blanket, a yards of common doth, 2 handkerchiefs; couveuieut 
lodging to be provided on arrival. 

t' 

3. — Passage to Mauritius to l>e paid by the master, with necessary food, &c. 

4. — The men cngag> o) cultivate sugar cane, attend cattle, make roads, ice. Hours of 
labour, from daylijdit till dusk ; not less than three hours to be allowed for meals : engage to 
perform the usual Sunday coivce. 

5. — Not to be punished cxcejit by comjietent authority; three annas to be deducted for 
evciy day’s absencr: from work. 

0. — Four days allowed for their festival, called Pongolah. Medical attendance and 
medicine at the expense of the master, but pay to be stopped during illness. 

7. — Insures them the free exercise of iheii' religion, and the right of establishing a place 
of worship. 

8. — Dibourers refusing to Ml jk lia' le to be compelled by the authorities of the district. 

». — All (lifterenecs regarding the execution of tlie contract to be submitted to Uie com- 
missary of police of the district. 

10. — Any Indian of the band wlio may have been on the island, ami sent back for mis- 
conduct, 1" be reshipped for India at the expense of (he wliolc band : likewise, any man found 
to labour under a chronic disease, to be sent back at the expense of the whole, band. 

11. —Passage back at the expiration of five ycai-s to be paid'by the master. 

12. — ^'fhe advance of three months’ pay to be deducted by instalments from their pay. In 

case of desertion at the lime of embarkation the loss to the master, to be reimbursed by the 
whole band. ■ 

IS.*— Right of transfer of part or of the whole band of Indians vested in the master, 
without any reserve on the part of the former. 

14. — One rupee a month, to be deducted from their pay, lo form a fund to defray their 
passage back, m tht\cvent of misconduct. 

The ciuantity of food to be given to them in the island is omitted in the Calcutta engage- 
ment. ihe men, both, from the coast and Bengal, declare, that they have been furnished 
with tilt difierent articles of food ihentioued in the 8tb article of the Calcutta agreement, as 
food allowed during the voyage. 



IN THE 'M^URITiip..: 


-V*' 


30 January 1839. 

Mr- Frederick JMamet^s Estate. 
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MAURlTll 


1. — 60 from Calcutta, on 2Cth Jan. 1838. 

10 from the cougt, on 9th Nov. 183H. 

60 - Total’ 

2. — Not applicable. 

3. — Ditto. 

4. — Four died daring the voyage from 
•Calcutta, and two more since Ihoir arrival, 
not included in the 60. 

5. — Five in hospital, three absent, two 
since la^t April. 

r».— Four is the average during the month 
of December last. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — No. 

never. 

10. — Not to my knowledge j but one man 
expressed a wish to do so. 

11. — Not to knowledge. 

3 2. — Not aware of it. 

13. — Dr. Triaud ; visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14, — Can command the attendance of the 
doctor in half an hour. 

16. — I urn aware, but never exact work 
from tliem on Sundays. 

16. — No. 


Answjuuh by the Indians. 


1. — Tliey do undorstarul the conditions. 

2. — They do. 

3* — Although they receive the quantity of 
provisions i)c(^>rdmg to tlieir engagement, 
yet they cximplaiii of its not being enough. 

1. — Yes, they arc, ‘ 

6,— Tliey do not comjdaiu of‘ beung over- 
W(U'ke<l, and say that they are allowed thc 
sanie Jiours lor their meals as tJie upprentiecs, 
(wJiirli is tinco Jiours,) when not employed 
on task -work. 

6. — At sun-rise, and leave off as soon as 
their task is fijuslied, 

7. - — Tl\eir task is generally 00 cane holes 
a day, but the numl>er is regulated according 
to the soil. 

8. — Task-work also in w^eeding. 

u. — Not fipplii'uble, as no sugar is nianu- 
(actured on tins estate. 


10. — Arc never em]>loyed at extra labour. 

■Jl* — Yes, they receive medical iitUTid- 
ance. 

12. — Yes, they do. 

13. — Yes, they were. 

14. — Not uppiicable. 

15. — ^They are not hired out. 

16. — They do not complain of being ill- 
used. 

17. — Yes, they ure aw'^are. 

18. — ^They have not yet written to their 
friends. Tlie committee have explained to 
them tliatthe police will forward their letters. 

i 9. — ^^fhey nave spent all thdr money. 

20.-— They will speak favourably of the 
island on tlieir return to India, and recom- 
mend their friends to engage for the Mau- 
ritius, 


The committee having inspected the accommodations and hospital for the Indians, find 
them sutheient and commodious ; the hospital in a good state, and capable of containing 
i2 ]}atieiits. Tli<i men aj>pear in good condition, and healthy: only one man states himself 
to be ii w'asherman, and complains that the work in fudds is loo severe tor liim. 

The groat majority i>f tliis uaiul are men from Hindoostuii ; one third, at least, arc petty 
tradesmen, who were unaccustomed to agricultural labour. 


Summary of Engagement with jMr. MamH ami the Bengal I-abourers, entered into 
i;>th Decemlxjr 1837, at Oalcutta. — Mr. F. Lauytmsy Acting Agout, 

j, — Five years' service lor sugar manufacturing or other work, tlic (luantity of labour to 
be lixixi by the manager of tlie properly. , 

2 . — Transler to be made only with their consent, to be declared befon', a public officer ; 
iu case of death, executors to be answtu'ablc for pcrformaiico of contract. 

3. — Wm^es : 5 rupees 4 annas per meiisom, to commence from expiration of seventh 
month from date of urrivar; a deduction of 1 rupee per mensem, to provide a passage*, in 
case of misconduct. 

5 . A deduction of 4 annas for every day’s absence without leave, exclusive of such other 

pupishment as may be awarded by tlie proper nuthority, ^ 

0, — Subject to the jurisdiction of local authority. 

7. — Daily allowance, 14 ciiittacks of rice, \ chiUack.i,of salt; yearly, a blanket, two 
dholet's, one cap, one wooden bowl. 

8. — Passage back at the expiration of five years, to be paid by the employer. 

9 . — Medical treatment to be provided ; pay stopped during period of illncas. Collectively 
answcniblo for tlie due performance of tlie contract. 

The ciigagcmont of the coast men was entered into at Cuddalore, and differs with that (»f 
Mr. Bertniiid's only in not holding the band responsible for individual misconduct. 
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^io Jftujiary ib 39, 

iju Wfr. JPoMr»ier’s EBtate* 


l.~3d men, from the coast, on 21stMa)rch 
1837* ' 

7 women, from the coast^ not under 
engagement. 

37 • Total. 


2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — No deaths have occurred. 

ft. — Two ill hospital ; two absent since 
September 1837, and one absent since Janu- 
ary 1839. 


^0. — One is about the at^emge. 

7. — Not applicable, as the engajjjpment 

for five years. / 

8. — None ; they spend their pay. 

U. — No. 

10. — I believe one has written. 

11. — Not to my knowledge. 

12. — Not aware. 

13. — Dr. Triaud; visits the sick' three^ 
times a week. 

14. — Can command his assistance in two 

hours. * 

1ft.— Yes, I am aware. 

^ in.— No. 


Answers^ by the Indians. 


1. — I7ndi‘rslancl the conditions of their Cn- 
gageniont, and are satisfied. 

2. — Receive their pay regularly. 

3. — They are <juite satisfied. 

4. — Yes, they do receive tlieir clothing. 

r>. — TJif'V are al]ow'(‘d the same time as the 
Hjtpreutiees, viz*, three hours for their meals, 
w^Jun iu)1 employed on tiisk-vvork : tiliey do 
not e(*n\plain of lieing overworked. 

(i . — At sun-rise, and l(,‘av(» off as soon us 
their tiisk is finished, 

7. — eun<*-lioles ^ day ; the mnnbcr is 
regulated according to ;ne soil. 

8. — \V<'eding is not done by task-work; 
th(*y work from sun-rise to sim-s(d., when 
wei'ding, 1hre<^ Imurs lieing allowed for 
ineuls. 

O.—TIm y are not timployed in tlio manu- 
facture of sugar. 

10. — Not applicable. 

11. — Yes, lluy receive medical attend- 


1*2. — Yes, they do understand that, at the 
expiration of their engagement, they arc to 
be sent l^ack to India, free of c'X|)ense. 

13. — Yes, they were originally engaged fin 
iheir present cm])loyer> 

14. — Not applicable. 

15. — None are hired out. 

10. — Yes; two men complain of hemg 
frequently beaten by one of the overseers^ 
s, 17,— Yes, they do; erne of them, accom- 
panied by 22 others, went to tJie civil -coni- 
missary to complain, and were mulctcf! 
2 rnpees each from their pay. Tin*- ))roj>rietor 
states that Mr. Keynard, the assistant cii il 
commissary sentenced them to a fiiu^ of' 
2 rupees i^ach. 

18,' — No, they have not written nor 
ceived letters. , 

in.— No, they .^pend all their money. 

20, — Yes, they w'^ould speak l‘avoural)ly of* 
the island ; but comjilaiii that the work is 
severe. 


The committee having vibii^v n th accommodations and hospital, find that the men are 
hutted, and tlH‘ hospital capubie of containing 12 men. The men appear m very good 
lieaUli, and contented, ^ 

The sams engageiuent as tliaiof Mr, Bertrand s coast-mcii. 


31 January 1839^ 
Beauchamp, 

-57 from Calcutta in 1837. 
fts •• <iiUf) - in 1838. 


li.5 * Total, 

WMMHMMM * 

‘ 2 . — AH by tiunsfer jyitb the proi*erty from 
Mr. MtMiager. ' 

— Yes, with the suuction of Govern- 
ment. 

4.— Two ilurir.g the pteage, mid three, 
since their urriv'al ; not iucludcd in the 
llfi. 

;>. — Vour men in hospital ; none, absent. 

(i. — Ftv(; sick during, the last four months. 


Mr. Blattcard’a Estate. 

7. — Not applicable. 

S. — Seven have money in my hands, one 
of whom has saved 00 rupees during 1» 
motitlis. 

Di — No, I have not. 

1 0. — Not to my knowledge. * 

1).— Ditto. 

« 12. — No, 1 am not. 

13. — Dr. Triaud; visits the sick three 
times u week, and ofteuer if necessary. 

14. — Can command his attendauqe in half 
an hour, in cases of eihcrgeftcy. 

1 5. — Yes, I am aware of.it. 

16 — No 








by the tabowers. 


— ^They are satisfied (that the conditions 
arc performed acco^in^ to the engagement 
are paid regularly; and 1 rupee 
is retained from their p^y, agreeably to the 
engagement. 

ti, — Tliey complain of not receiving their 
quantity of rice* (Tlic committee had the 
ration weighed, and found it correct.) 

4. — ^Yes, they receive the clothing regu- 
larly 

5. — ^They have sufficient time allowed 
them for tljtdr meals, and are hot over- 
worked. 

6. — From sunrise to sunset ; and tliey are 
employed in digging canc-holes, 

7. — 80 or 90, generally 80 ; and the num-» 
hill is regulated according to the soil. 

8. ~In weeding; the hours of labour arc 
fro;u sunrise to sunset, being allowed th<='. 
usual time for food. 

0. — From five in the morning to sunset, 
being allowed three l)ours for their meals. 

10. — Th(\y arc never employed on extra 
labour. 


1 1. — Ye^, they receive medical attendance. 

12. ~y€^, they do understand that they 
are to be aeht back to India, at their mas- 
tors ( 


13. — They were engaged for Mr* Meiiager, 

14. — Yes, with tJieir consent. 

1 5* — None are hired out 

16. — Yes, one man complains of the sirdar 
beating him. On the sndar being ques- 
tioned, ho states that Indian so com- 
nlainipg is in the habit of absenting himself 
from ins work for threa hours at a time, 
under frivolous pretences, and of idling at 
his work. 

17. — Yes, iltoy are aware of the course 
they have to pursue to obtain redress. 

18. — ^They are disposed to w rite, and will 
send their letters to the police to be for- 
warded. 

19. — Seven of them have money in their 
master's hands, 

20. — They will speak favourably of the 
island, and would recommend tlieir friends 
strongly to come to the Mauritius. 


With regard to accommodation, they are hutted in the same manner as the apprentices, 
'fhe c<jmmittco found tlie hospital very large mid airy, capable of containing at least 60 
pulients. 

The men are principally from the western provinces of India, and gome from Lucknow 
Agra and Meerut, &c. 

One man, wlio is in a diseased state, . apparently a leper, is desirous of ndurning to his 
country, us he is unable to work, and has done nothing since his arrival. Mr. Biancard 
ssiates that h(‘ has no other objection to send back this man, than his helpless state. 

The contract of 60 of tlie men was renewed in the island, before Mr, Montocchio, the 
civil coauiussary; the conditions arc the same, but the time of service b only four and a 
half years, six months having elapsed since the arrival of the men. 


Summary of Agreement with Indian Labourers from Oelcutta, engaged by Mr. T, Francis^ 
for Mr. Menaacj and truusfened to Mr, Biancard^ of IJeau-Champ Estate, 


1. — Engaged to wwkfor five years; trans- 
fer to be made by mutual, consent before a 
public officer, 

2. — perform all work on a sugar 
estate. 

3. ^ — Hours of labour from sunrise to sunsets 
two hours allowed for meals ; time of labour 
extended during the manufacturing of sugar 
if necessary. 

4. -^To submit to such discipline as estu- 
blisliecl by proprietor ; not to absent them- 
selves without written permission, under 
|)ehalty of half a rupee pW diem, and. any 
misunderstanding to be submitted to legal 
authority. 

5. — Medical aid to be borne by tlie master, 
except in cases of illness brougnt' on by in- 
temperance and misconduct* Labourers to 
rexeivc no pay during illness. 


6, — One rupee to be retrained from their 
wages to pay passage buefe in case of mis- 
conduct. 

7. — The pay to commence from the date 
of their ombarkation. Sirdars' pay at seven 
rupees per month ; five rupees to labourers ; 
four rupees to first class boys, and thn^ 
rupees to second class boys for the first two 
years, and four laipecs for the * ’ 
tliree. 

Food, 14 chittacksof rice. 

— 2 ditto - dh^II. 

— 1 ^nceofghce. 

— ^ I ounce of salt. 

Clothing fier dunum* 

2 dbootie^. 

1 blanket. 

1 jacket. 

1 cap. 
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I'UaBJgSFOKDINUi SBsminNO mAOifailit- ot 

ft 

tU Hiiimy l«W* \ 

Borui Ti^hi^iU and BtAkt^ Ebtnte. 

Vittuagcci by Mi Fobanl 


I - f*6 horn ( alcuUa, in Ih*;?- IR 

6(1 horn the (<»u 4 , m 

.IU<I JUIK IHJ^ 

\40 Turn! 

i — Vi WOK tmii*‘f£.rK*fl vith tin. fhUtt 
bniii T\li Rnpei 

J-l bt*tu*n so, i^ul I iiuv»t poiUtivdy 
s«»y 

I — hi\ Imvt di(^d rtmot thtu .unval, «nKl 
mv ,u( «d»scnt williout leav< 

'>~rm iu ho-^pital 


a —AHiage about wx ♦ « * 

4ilppl!( ubW. , 

H. *— One uun Jn uty hftliils 2 ^ rttpt*os 

I ha\e iioU 

lo.— -Not to tny kiiowUfif’^i 
Jl. -Ditto 

1 j,-u(\o, f an nol •muio otit, 

1 \ — Dr. Mu Ki I MsitH tvvic* u week. ' 
H.'^Can coiumttmi OK dual isfinstam c ui 
two hotns in llu t v<*nt ol onurLeucv* 

I«> — \ i Hy I 1111 «\\ lU * 

Hi —>0. 


A^elnPI?sby llu Ltiboinx*r« 


J they <01 ^<itislu li, and midr ibtand 
tlu (oudilums on vvliuh they cnadju,ed 

j Y< iIk y au uj^uhulv pud, mil Out 
inpte lotaimd atioidnij^to tlun a^iietincut. 
\ Y<h, tluyjno 

4 Vos, thoy lUdvt then dolhmg nf>u* 

larly 

» — Ytstluyluvr snlhcient tnu» allowid 
tlu in ioi tlifij iiudls, and au not ovor- 
woiktd 

(i — tuun simust Uy sinisi t \^oiking in tlu 
lidds 

7--Lij^lity (in holes, tlie lonnbii is 
uj^ultilid ittiadiiij; to the sod Ru‘ iwuu 
and thiu* otluis had iinislud tluii task to 
*lay lit J2 oMo(k T\v holes no Ih iiulios 
lojiL, kkIus (h ( ^ >ud bioad 

s -Tisk-work wlsoio w((ditu, 

^ 0 , — rioin MUiiiise to sujtsn, having thut 
lioni^ dtov^ed thtin for ihin imals 


10 — Ah iitvti eniplovod nrt t vtia noik 

11 — Yes, ih«v HCMve nuditul •ittend 
«nc( 

12. -- Yt till y do 

13, - N >, flu^y ntu Joi Mi 

Ro^ei 

14 — Vfs wiiij ilun tonsent mil tlitt t 
tho (ioMinmont 

J6. — ^They au not Jirn^d out 
10— ^o, they have potlung to (oinplain 
of with !psi><lI to httd tuatniiHit 
17— Yes, tiny au aivau, 

IH — They will wide iind toiwaid (Iku 
htt( rs tin out li the polu ♦ 

10,— One nuin, runiid ra, 2 <t,lias dtpo 
nil fl 22 jupees with his inasti i 
20,— Tin j will »peuk favour ehly o( tli 
uland, «\nfl would luoinniuid then liund 
(onmijaheu. 


rhiy ajipi ir vt’" liapjiy >n tins ( idt, nul ni in trood ti^iditjon, hiitle/lon On sanu 
niuinur as tlu a})puntiO( Tl!< I^o^ipitdl is ^uod and aiiy^rtuuJ: k(,^t i Itaiu and can contain 
tluMit 20 patunts sMlIiout (ouunodfrd 

riu jt tilt aju ouiMil fot (Ik < Ocin( na n die the sdiuc cis thosi ni Mr. Beitinud, 

\() 1 TliKsi (oi lh( Cdloutld men tin ‘'tnu is fluisp < I Mi Blamanl. 

11k nid]oiit> (it thi*. Iianil wiu i|,uuillni il hhoiiriis in Imlitt , ihnse hitKidiKcd fu^m 
Cildittadu from tin htMi piovimt-* of UiiKjti 


2 Februtuy lii.tO , ‘ 

Mi Monloichtn'-) I'state, 

Die eouiinitfe absunhlid at tit,ht a.m , At tlu itliuve-iiamLcl (iHtatf., aim 1 "Vv€i« mlotiwJ 
by Mi Alouli icliio, tl'ui In obiectul to tlu* iiKiiuiy htiiit; madt on Ins (fttablishmenf. TIm* 
(oinniiltu* utiiisftd Mi Montotdiio to fiiiiiisli tluin with his foinial lefitsal iu williiii.f 
nhuh Ik jnoiuia d to d(i llu uminuttce tlnii pioiteded to the mXt ^hUIi ,’lH’loiif^in^ u> 
M ulaiiK l»’la'ij)( II) t, m« I whilst then OiMujmd in the iiivestnjation, th*y weie juvitetl by 
Ml (yioulocdiK ttiul III- htotiui, who had lollowed t)u*m, to^ietiim to his estatf and 
tvaimm Ins Ini'uin , i he had < luii{*(d his nnud. Tlu eomnwttee informed hmi that Viry 
lould not .it tint liom ntiim, lutviitti wnnudonotlK r piopuetoi of then uiteiidiHi visit, Imt 
du Y \ < (dd visit hjs ( stall n few day'' idlrrvi«nds 

Till mniTniltri did tine' <« fom days Aiih«e(|tiently inliutdU In Ml. Moiitoclluo tliiii 
ntnrti'iii it }Myiri^ him a sitoud visit, m- itply was that. he had not as yd leieived his 
< ntia.t meats tuirft Ihnt Louis, and us, tlienifore, to postpone om mmiuy. 

Afui siirh vaulldtion, tilt comuuttei wtii not huiprjsed at ohecivuil!; Mr. Montoalnoh 
III" .iinouirif sitTnaturts of the protisl of tin planters ol the first <teetthn ot Flauj, 
fhou{>h Ml M(»i (1 io’» estate is lu the m'cond section 
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^a^MW, L'Emp0rnn\ Estele. 


' '■ l,!^^o &c»rtiv'iilie'*t!ofcst ia ’'' I ,, ' 
from Cal^nttaiii laaSii ', • 

^‘4:, , ■ . / ' ■ 

i8'Tot«i.: ^ ■' 

^!.~TJone. ^ 

* 0.~Not applicable, 

4.— One cued fei^Wngiug to the Calcutta 
%miX ttoCiflduded eight, 

ifi iioBpitaK 

0. — Absent 
.7.-^NQt applicable 


8. ~Kwej they spend theitnK^ney* 

9, — No, ■ ^ , . , ■ . 

‘ I0.--Noj^ luy 

12. —No, was not awar^- 
^ la. — Dr* Dupin ; whenever he is wanted, 
r c,an eoinmana Ixis sei^icci^. 

14. — Can command his attendance in two 
hours in cases^^ of emergency. 

15. — t aril aware of it» 

H>.— No. 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1 . — Are satisfied-,* . alid understand the 
conditions of their engagciiiients, 

2 . — Yes, they )cceivc their pay regularly, 

a. — Calcutta men slatJ? that ihey get 

what is mentioned yi the agreement/ viz., 
orie and a half pounds bf rice, and half an 
ouiicv <d salt/ wbieli they, say i&i not enough ; 
they admit tliey occasionally get, fresli fish 
nbout twice a week. ' llie const nieii arc 
satistiod mtli their prorisjons, as 'they get 
fish and cuny powder d^ily* (Their engage- 
iueui diffeji^ in this respect from that^of the 
Ciileiitfa men). 

4. — Yes/tlicy reei*iive thcir clothing. 

5, — Yos^ they sog^it sufficient time allowed 
iii(un for meals, and are not overworked. 

a , — -'Fhey go to work, a little before sunrise, 
and leave oH «t s, tinsel, when not employed 
;ii task-work, 

7, — Eighty-tivc cane holes per dieiu, mid 
they geTicfally finish their task at two o'clock 3 
tliey oat their mcfils on the spot,' 

8 . - -Sometimes hy task-work, but not in 


9. — Not applicable. 

la — Arc never employed on extra work. 

1 1, ' — Yes, tlioy receivc medicul attendance. 

12. — Yes, they do. 

lil.— Yes, they wert>. 

14. — Not appIicubJe. 

15, — No&e are hired out. 

— ^They have never been punished, aor 
have they cause to complain of their master, 
but they have b(ien threatened to put in 
confinement if they conduct themselves im- 
properly. 

17* -Yes, they arc awaiv. 
h — ^Tl'ljey have not yet written, but will 

do so, us they have how been made ae^ 
quamted with the mode of fiuwarding them. 

ID. — No; they have no money m their 
nm»U‘i’s hands, but will hcuceforth save 
money aucl pul it in the savings bank. 

20, — Yes, they would sjieak favourably of 
the island, and recmnmeiid their friends to 
oonut here. ^ 


. , . i 

Tl!<- mon ;rrf like ihe iipprenticesS, and th.-. Inwpital is gufRciently airy, and lar^'c 

ctiwigli Hi contaiji liVpatientii. The whole of the men here <'xitressed tlieiuselves well 
siitHlk'd with their waiter. From the circumstance of tin- esfr.te h(‘inj;- immediately on the 
sea coast, they have the tacility of catching lislt !■ very day aft ei they have finished their 
task'; ■ ■ • . ' - ^ 

One clause of the agreement of the Calcutta men states that the Hours of labour shall be 
determiued by the ihanagcr of tlie estate. 

The Benj^al men are Iroui the lieighltourhood of Calcutta. 

The coirtractof tjje coast men is similar to that ul Air. Bertrand. 


‘ o February ia3i)- ' ' 

** * * * f * f 

Belle Etotle Estate, Messrs, Co. Managed by Mr. JSoMr^oteZt. r 

7. — Not applicable, 

— No ; none. 

9, — No ; I have not. 

10 . — Not to my knowledge, 
n. —Ditto. 

12. — Was, wot aware. " 

** lU.— Dr. Dlcoo visits the sick twice a 

2. - Caiuiot air^ l/havc <mly lately 

ta.kfei:r;diiU'g<5i^»ftlul estate.*'^ , l4.-^dari ig^inmund his atteridance ori. 

uot jCnow. . ‘ of em^’genc/ in an hour arid a half. 

. *t,*^'Scvcu^dfv.the Osicntta men* died in -dm aware th*vit\^unday, labori^i^ 

. . S ' . . not allowed. 

‘ 5.---N,oue:sit*fe ut Kk— -No. / % 

ft.— Ab9ui: fiVe. •# * * 

^ 58 ,' H, 2 Answers - 


<J0 from .CAlcuttfi, in ,1830. 
ID., - /ditto - 

■' ' 2.8 ^ ^ the cemst, m '1837, 


10 ? 


, Total 



CORRESPOIO^BJJC® RESPECPING EMPL€>YMS!NT OF 


'ifi 




AMSWJtss by the I^ibthireK; 


1 .—Are satisfied that the conditions of the 
engagement are fulfilled by tbehr employer. 

>» 2.— They receive tiieir pay regulwiy. 

, S. — ^Yes, they are. 

4.— They receive their clothi|^. 

^ 6.— •'njey have, sufficient time allowed 

them for their meals, and are hot over- 
worked; f' ■* 

tt. — From* daylight till sunset, when not 
employed on task-work. 

7. — Eiglity cane-holes a dayj they gene- 
rally finish tiieir task by two or tiiree 
o’clock. 

8. — The same with<iregard to weeding. 

9. — ^They work from daylight till dusk, 
being allowed sufficient time for their food. 

10. — When so emplo]^'.d they receive 
spirits and extra half-ration. 

11. — ^They receive medical attendance. 

12. — Yes, they do. 


' ' ' ‘ i ^ ‘ ' » 

13. --4rhey have, ^always worked on this 
estate 'Since titeir arrival in the tsUind. ' 

14. — N<4 applicable. ♦ 

15. — None of them aa« hired out. 

}6. — Some of ti}e coast, mm .ccauplain 
that iwhen they are ill and to the hos- 
pital, after the visit of the doctor mme of 
them are told to go to tiieir work, and if 
they do not corapj^ with tiie order, they are 
beaten by the manager, and very frequently 
by tiie sirdars. *, 

17. — Yes, they are. 

18. — They do not, but will now do as 
they have been informed that «tkeir letters 
will be forwarded. 

10. — ^They have no money in their em- 
ployer’s hands. 

20. — Yes, tiiey will speak favourably of 
the island. . - 


The mCn are hutted in the same manner as the apprentices ; tiie hospital is siif^cimtiy 
commodious, and large enough to contain 15 patients. 

Fifty-three men from Calcutta compliuu of not having ghee ; their engagement, however, 
only entitles them to rice and salt, they receive in addition, dhoH; they used to get ghee, 
which indulgence was stopped in consequence of their making frivolous contplaints to the 
police. They complain of their former manager tying them up and punishing them. 

The men from Bengal are generally fit>m the upper provinces, many amongst them petty 
tradesmen, unaccustomed to labour at the soil. 

Engagements the same as Mr. Bertrand’s, vwith the above quoted difference. 


4 February 1830. 

Mr. Clement Langlois*s Estate. 


1.— 30 from Calcutta, in ]880. 
20 - ditto - in 1837. 

20 - ditio • in. 18.18. 

70 

1 sent back. 

09 - Total. 


2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — 1 died on landing of ^ first band. 

2 died since - ditto. 

1 died from excess of drinking. 

4 •• Total of deaths. 


AaswsRS by 

1. — ’fhey are dissatisfied with their en- 
gagement, as they receive but 1 J lb. of rice, 
and I ounce of salt. 

2. — ^They receive tiieir pay regularly ; one 

man, named Ch^ee, complains of .liaving 
received !no pay for two years,, though em- 
ployed in tending cattle luid goats. The 
whole of tire, bond say that when tlmy lose 
their weeding tools, 3 s. arc'* deducts from 
their 'pay ; tuso they complain that when , 
they are iH, double the number of days’ pay 
is deducted. . ■ 

8.— No; they are apt tgtisfied with tlmir 
pioviMons, ns tl«"v ••^'ceivc 'nothing but' rice 
and salt. 


5. — Two in hospital, five absent, three of 
whom have been more than u year absent. 

6. — From three to four. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8. — Four hod money in my possession, 
whi'^h they llave since withdrawn; cannot 
say how much they save yearly, 

9. — No, I have not. 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

11. — Ditto - ditto. * 

12. — ^Was not aware of it. 

18. — Dr. Dupin visits the sick, twice a 
week. 

14. s-Can command his services in an 
hour and a half. 

15. — I am aware of it. i , 

16. — No, I have nevear ooniplained of 
them as they have never refused to work. 

the Labourers. 

4. — ^Yes ; they receive their clothing, an- 

nually. ' 

5. — ^Yes ; the^r have time sufiicienit fd** 
their meals. 

6, — Frem daylight to dusk, and then 
made to perform corve6 work, which is to 
bringf’wood. and grass for. cattle. 

7, — ^They commenced |,,at 30 hol^ and 

S adually mcreasad to ItlO; qnsi .man, states 
at he finished hia task in eight: hou|a con- 
stant work- ’ . ■. 

8. — l^ey. sometimes finish their wem>“pi 
task at tyro o’clock, a|q(| ' at otiier ti^s Jt 
takes them till late in the evening ; ii de- 
pends entirely dnfiha nature oftfie ground. 

3 ,— ^Those 
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INDIAN LABOVRBRS IN THE MAURITIliS. 


9.— Those men who work iu Ihe sugar- 
house commence at day-breaJ^jpid leave off 
at seven o’clock the evening. 

10;— Are not employed on extra work. 

11. — They receive medical attendance. 

12. ~They understand that they are to be 
sent back to India at the expiration of their 
contract, free of exj^ense. 

13. — Yes, they were. 

14. — Not applicable. 

16.— Ditto. 

16.— Some of theijli complain of being 
beaten by the apprentice commander placed 
•over them. 


17.— They are aware of the course they 
have to follow. 

IB.— They have not, as yet written nor 
receivedf- letters, but" , they will ,noW' avail 
themselves of tiie facility, afforded ofidoing* 
so. 

19. — ijjjroi they, have no money in 
cmpl^r^'s handed * 

20. — ^They arc very much dissaiitied with 
the island, and* a’Ould not recommend their 
friends coming here ; they appear generally 
diseontehted. 


I ^ ' ' 

They are well housed. The hospital is airy and commodious, capable of eontainmg about 

12 patiCiptSs . . 

The committee consider that the general dissatisfaction evinced by the men might arise 
from the conditions of the engagement of two bands^ varying in the (mantity of provisipus. 

The man named Chtidec has, from dropsy, been unable to work ; Mr* Langlois admits he 
^oes not give him his full pay, as he is incapacitated from working on the plantation, but 
that he gives him one and sometimes two rupees a m<mtl| .for tending the goats a few hours 
in the day. 

The men who receive only rice and salt, have an extra pay bf \ of a rupee per mensem, m 
lieu of the other articles of food, 

I'hese bands are composed mostly of men from the lower provinces of Bengal ; liiany of 
them had never worked at the soil in India, 




4 February 1839. 
Mr. J. Marie Laame. 


1. — 25 from Calcutta, on 28th Jan. l'888. 
25 from the coast, pn 28th Feb. 1838. 

•60 - Total. 


2. — None. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — One died from an accident by a log 
of wood foiling on him in oHie of theti Indian 
festivals (Churruck Pooja) on 25tli Decem- 
ber 1838. 

5. — One in hospital; (me of the coast men 
is absent. 


6. — Two. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8. — None. 

9. — No', I have not. 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

11. — Ditto - ditto. 

12. — No, X was not ’aware of it; 

13. — Dr. Dupin visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. — Can command hk attendance in an 
hour apd a half. 

15. — I am aware of it. . 

16. — No, I have n<ti^er had occasion to 
complain of their refusing to work. 


Anbwbbs by t))C I..abourers. 


I. — Yea, they understand the ^nature of 
their engagements and are satisfied with its 
perfomianre. 

' 2.'— Yes, tliey receive their pay“regularly. 

8. — ^Yes, they are. 

4. — Yes, they do receive clothing, s; 

6. — Yes, they have sufiicient tinm allou'ed 
them for their meals, and are not over- 
• worked. 

6. — When not employed at task-work 
they commence at day-break with tlie ap- 
prentices, and leave ofi'at dusk. 

7. — Eighty cane-holes a day ; tiic 'number 
IS rejgnlated according to the soil. 

8. — ^The weeding is not done W task- 
work. 

' 9.— They cdnbimence at day-break, and 
leave off at dusk, having time ftiloweti'them 
for their meals. ‘ . 

»ld. — Are never employed at ewra iSrork. 

II. — Yes, th^ receive medical atiend- 
ahee. ■ 

, '' ■ H 


12. — ^Yes, they are aware of it. 

13. — Yes, they were originally engaged 
for their prtisent cinnioyer. .j, 

14. — Not applicanle. 

16. — No, they are not hired out. ^ 

16. — ITiey say they have never - been 
punished by anybody, and are perfectly ' 
.satisfied with, their employer. 

■17. — ^Yes,they aware. 

18. — They will wtite to their friends hav- 
ing now been niado acquainted with the 
mode of forwarding thei^ letters. , 

19, -~ They have no money in their em- 
ployer’s hands ; many of them have saved 
money>and are desirous »f remitting it to 
their relatives in India. 

20'.— Th<^ win ‘speak favourably .of 
island; tlio;^ Irom the co^st say that aCthe' 
expiration of their time they would go to 
India, and; %ith tlit^ fom3ire pro- 

vided their present master ‘ woiidd' einplor 
■them.' ■ ; V ' ' > " J 



* The .Caiciitth siiy^they &eft' ^eir wives W^ere 

ndtcdtopdle^'tp wot-k.;, The tthat ihieir masterlfe^^ good> ' /- . . ' 

lliey are Hutted, like the apjjr^itices. !inieh<)spi(al ! , ' 

' ; The men genesi^Iy iejtjjit'^SM^ ■ 

This iS tWl'Swt set .df ■ Indiaiis !t8e e^miittee' bftv seen 6djmpdsdd'i^ Jaboniitig men 
accuSjtoffl^d t® work lat ; the s6il,*' wifcy ere from Qiittack, Bnrdteim; Ha^j'eeteaugn, and 
Raraghur, '• / • ■■ .^ , ■■ ' ' 

. >The same cpndidoB&as Mr. Ben^and's. , . 


4 February 18»9. 


Mr. Avge 

‘if 

1. — 10 from Calcutta in March 1^37; 

14 - ditto - ■ in May 1889. 

24 Total. ^ 1 

^ 2.~lO were- transftarred from Mr. Bartow. 
— Cannot Bay. ■ 

4. — *No death®. . 

5. None, in hospital j two abscui ’since 

tiicii' arrival, ■•!•■> * 

6. — Scarcely ever any in hospital. 

7. '— Not applicable. ^ 


/friri/y’sEstatOi 

' S.-^Fpuv have money in my possession; 
one to the amount ®f 17 dollars. f 

I have uoti, • . i ■ 

10. -^Not to my knowledge. 

11, -t*-l>ittc>, 'ditto. , 

• 12.— jVo/i am not a'Q'are of it. 

13<— Dr. lJuptn visiis the sick twice a 
week* ' ' , 

'* i 4, — Can ebnimand his attendance in an 
honr atjd a hMf , 

ifi.,— J oi'vi atvare of it. 

’llJ.-^Haye never had cause to complain 
of their reifoBim^ to work 


. ' ■ ANSwa’gjj by the I.abbnrers. 

tV * * 

i. — Tiiey liuderstand the nature of their . 10.— Are .never oitipfoy^d on extra lahour. 
tlgrecmont. 11. — vi’hey receive .medical attendance. 

*2.— ,Yes, they do. ,12.— Yc:<>, they do. 

3. — Ves, they are ^atisfiedB ' 13. — They were never eniployod on any 

. 4. — Yes, they roceivt tli^h clothing. • » othev^estat^ but 

5.-w--They have suffice nt time *4)owkl the^ti Ms— N ot -iipplicahle. 

for tiieir iiutaU; their Hibopr more »eveffe arc hired out. 

than they expected, but' not beypnd thc.ir le. — ^Thcy have never been punished or 

strjehgtli, ^ Imprisoned wnce tlicy {luve been here.® 

G. — tVhea naf attask-wt)rk; from daylight .yiv.— Y^xs tiiey ju-e aware, 

till sunset, being allowed time for their meals. ISl-^Thc^y will now coheRpondWith their 
7 ’ U cane*-hole.s at task-work the " frieijds, (be mode of forwarding their letters 

Brilarlest of the meu finisli their, .ta.sk at has )>t^en expraine(f to them, 
two oV lock. • ’ • . . 19,— Four have deposited money in their 

8. — The weeding is not done by task'- ^'empfoyerV liajidf* . * . 

work. ^ They have no cause to complain of 

y.— From daylight till the conutty, but they find the work severe. 

. Tlie conmiittce ob.served to .tite. proprietor that IJ.'i eahe-holes, as }he daily task, ivas a 
greater huihImt B*an exacted On any; other ostiite as ..yet visited by the committee. Mr. 
Auge llardY explained that the soil of his «Sfato was pavticulaijy light and soft, from the 
hiiimdity the climate, and not rocky, us on oth'iT estate, s’,', a strong proof of which was, 
the eiivmnstance that his men generally finished theij' task by two oulock in tha, afternoon. 

They arc lodged in three, houses, sumjcicotly large and comfoitable, The hospital is also 
coninuxlioii>,<md capable of containing, eight patients. ‘ t 

i'iie ralioif of provisions is'.nojl the same ; toe tirnst .s«t receive fish, ghee, aitd tobacco, 
wlticli the second do not. j . ^ ■ 

'fb^y are labouring- men from Midnapofc ani^.Ilagarcebangh ; they appear cheijrfnl and 
healthy. ' ^ ' 


■ 4^Fcl^a1ly 1U839.: ■ ''i, , 

* Mr JEri/»po/yt/iP«)ire’s Estate^ ^ 

i.- 30 in .fill, 4uurthe coast; m. June Notio iifi'yktjowleclge. 

1938, - . ' ■ ■ ^ , . 11*— ^itteg-jdittcr. ' 

3.--Non6. . . , * ' -;4 ill,— i wa9'hot:awa:rd of'it. 

3.“-Not ay^lic-ahle. , - **•■ * . i'l* — ^Dr, 'Dupin Visil!}* ^e sick twice a 

, ‘L-tiStio’dQaitiS. ‘ ..^v. ,■ ■ ■ 

•TUroe.Sa hospital ' • ; comh)aiid.hi« attendance in two 

-Two' or three. ■ ,. • ■ _ . > jihouvs. 'v. • ' 

-Not applicable. •* -. ' • ' 15.— ^l a^aware.irf it.** ; ; ^ 

b.- -Noufe hdve m. iuy depbwted with'nte. / * lO.—Have' had rto'* eaw^ to complain of 

9.? -No^ I have m , refiisin^'^ Work/ ' i ^ 







my 


. ■ ' i^s!<»iBi»8' by the > 


' i 1.*— Yes,* tbey^un4erijt^(! tondiii««i8 

of theit eajgage»Mait. 

. 4.— rTlifey .receive tl^eir pay tegulprly. 

a. ~They receive their provitjions agreeably 
to their , epgagemept. , . ‘ . 

4. — They retwive fheir clotfung. 

5. —They say they have not sufficient iiiae. 

allowed them for their mials, but are not 
overworked. . ’ 

0,— ^From daybreak %11 tUxsk, having two 
hours for their meahs^,. , 

7. — They first corpraenced -digging ,4o’.c«uje 
holes, and gradually increased to^ l OO, which' 
they no^u acconrplisn by two or thretf o’clock. 
Only 12 of them are employed at task-work. 

a! — Weeding not by task-VQrk. 

0 . — Sugar is not manufactured on tins 
estate; their employer stmds hk-canes to 
his neighbour’s mill. 

10. — Are never employed on extra labour 

11. —- Yes, they receive lUedical assistahce. 


..'tbat'-ihey.are ,to-;be 

sent baek tpiln^i'sd.idid «x|}ii!atm^ of.. their. .. 
time, at .'their exp^iitev . ■ . 

13 . — Yes^ roey were ongipally dngaged ‘ 

tor their ppssent jsmployer. ‘ . 

14 . — Nm applicable. , 

t»'.-i;-jNohe of them ^re- hired out. , ^ 

they, have never beeijt beaten oV ■ 
ill-used. • 

17 .;— they are aware, • , 

l^.wThey wifi now write to tiicu'* relatives, • 
as the inode of ibrwardihg their, lett^s has 
lieen explained to them! ' . ’ ‘ ‘ 

• 1 9.«— TlShy have no money in their emi- 
ployer’s hands. 

20. — ^They arc satisfied with the country', , 
but complain that the work is severe. 

,21. — Tliey complain of being very ill-used, 
on Iroard ship, received food only. once u 
day, and wetfj frequently tied up ana punished 
fw .stealing water. 


The committee have olrsei ved ■ that* the proprietor . has neither an hospitsil, nor a book 
kept for the purjiose.- . . . • 

They an* lodged in two thatched-buildings, aufficiently large to apeommodate them with 
comfort, vvere they kept in a more cleanly state. 


■ • . ■ f* February ,1839. 

4 ^ ' V * 

‘Mr. Turbif^ E^tatn La Gaiciie.V-^Maimgedtby Boui$son\. 

* ’ ‘ , , ' / 

1. — (5 Workmen Irbni the coast j on 14th * 8.— fPJone. - ’ * , 

.fuly 1838. • 9.-r*iVo. 

12 Labourers ditto, 28tl»ilannary 1839.. lo. — I have seen them write letters. ' 

11.— Not to my knowledge. 

1 •2.-i'^VVas npt aware. 

' . .. .» i;{.i— Dr. Tfiautl visits tla* hoSpitiil tlircc 

a week. < • 

V . 1.4. — Can command his attfendaneein hail' 

\ • nil ho^, 

.Ifi:*— l am aware. , • . 

16:-r‘Hayc never liadXiccasioh to tomplaiir 
of their refusing to work, . • 

A^ssweks by .the Labourers. 

1. — They understand the bondition^qf their 12.— Yes, they understand that clau.se. * 

engagement. ' . ’ * , . . ... 18i— Yes, they were. 

2. — Yes, tho$e who hove been' here, for ’ 14.— <-Nol applicabie. . ' 

some time receive tlieir pay regularly,; those . Jo.* — None are hired ou^ , , 

who arrived in January are not a.s entitled • ‘l3. — No, they have never been puni,«bied 
to pay. ' ! nor ill-useii. ''' • 

.l.-^Yes,'they are.,^ . , • , 17. — They are. * ; ' 

4.— Yes, they do. ' ' ;1^.— They have not written a.s jet, but 

6.— They are allowed sufficient time for wilt iuTuturi! do so, as, the mode of rorward- 
■ their meals, and are not overworked*. ipg their letters has, been explained to them. 

6. — From daybreak till sunset, t having 10,— They have no money in their em- 

thrae hours allowed tliem fur ihair meals. ployer’s 'hands, but will henceforward save 

7. — They are just arrived, and are'not em- money, and place it in the savings biuik; 

played in digging caue'holes. ‘ the artificers, in particular, appear more dis- 

8. ’'— Are employed in gdrd'ening, , posed to do so than the labourers, as th^^y 

Not applicable. , . '■ • receivp double the amount, of pay. ' 

,10.— Ditto. . ‘ ’ - 2n.— i'Yes^jtthcy like the island, and will 

, 11 . — Those who have been here since July reconnnendl^ their friends awning heib*"'* ■' '* 
ast receive medical attendance; the olhete . 41. — ‘Tliey weie well, treated ym board 

have not been ill suj,ce their .arrivitf. - . strip, and. had plenty of'.tbod given ’them. 

The hospital is' comkodiotui, and. {nxiper beds are provided tbr the sick. ^ Tj^ii* mojtpnio-'. 
.^tion is very 'good, and the .men iqipear comfortable. ,1,. . ».• 

- 3 ^*' ' ' 


J ^ Tutwl, 

2. — Num;, 

3. — Not applirablo, 

4. — None* 

{>.-.^NoHXck; ; 

fi. — Have had none* 
7..~Not applicable. 





6 i > " mmcTim 


.'...fl^Fs^rnary ,163d, . 

. _ , ' , .V' Estab;, 

12 jfom Oalculto, k l^pt, 1697^ 


♦ ,v, 


Agents, Meskt. Hentey Sc Dowson. 


' 67 Total. f'i . 

, ; ;■■ ■^'■■' ,, ; _ , >>1!, . ; 

’ ' 2,— JVpiio^ 1 s' ; ', ., . ,. 

4^Six' and /three «cnt for, 

misikQduct.' 

6<-- None s^ck. 

C.-*-AbB0f»t,*one. . ■ ’ 

• 7; — Not applicable. 

S.—Yes, the sirdar napieil Brijnauth has 
105 rupees in my possession, and another 
man has 42 rupees. 

».-~No, I hare not, 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

i 1 . — Not to my knowledge. 


l2.f-^W,as not aware. . x 
l6?-*I)r, Papin visits the sick three times 
a week. 

I4.f~-Cen cornmaik his attendance in less 
than half an hour, , , 

16.->-Ainaw«^re of the clause. » 

16.-— pave had no; cause of complaint 
agaitiat them; but 22 of tliem, about 18 
months ago, went to town, and conlplained 
at the ponce; their plaint being mifoundcd, 
they were sentenced to a fine or three rupees 
each, from their pay, which has since been 
returned to tltem/ 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. — They understand the nature of tlreir 

engagement. * 

2. — Yes, they do. 

.1. — They ai e. 

4. — They receive clothing, though not sfi- 
pulated fur in their engagement. 

5. — ^'iliey have sufficient time allowed them 
for tlieir meals, and arc not overworked. 

6. — ^They are generally employed at task- 
work, and leave ofi' when they have, finished 
their task, at one, twu, and three o’clock. 

7. — Some 100, other. s 80 canc-holes a day, 
according to the nature of the soil. 

8. — \^eding not deme by task-work. 

». — Rrom daylaeak till dusk, being al- 
lowed the usual time for meals. 

10. = — Are never employed on extra labour. 

1 1 . — They receive medical attendance. 

12. — Yes, they do. 

13. — Yes, they were originally engaged for 

their present employer. ’ ' , * 

Twelve men out of the ntk<h«^|ii!rt»i«id in a very debilitated state, five of whom died, the 
other seven recovered, and seem how to enjoy ve^ gonjd health; their debilitated state was 
at the time certified by Dr. Dupin. 

' The men are vei^ well housed, but fhe hospital is sratdland dirty. 

The propiifetor states tliat they wul hot avail tliemselves of a wooden building he has 
offered them as an hospital, becausO he will not allow a fire to be lighted within it, for fear 
of its being burnt down, 

'Ihe men appear to be very well contented. The band is composed of a few Dhangars, 
the others arc irom Burdwan, and the neighbourhood of Calcutta. ' There are among them 
two barbers, one doorkeeper, hne ^asscutter, &c. 


1 4, -^Not applicable, * 

16i~None are hired out. 

16. — They have never been punished nor 
ill treated by their employer, but they w'ent 
oft' iu a body to the police, to complain of 
their sirdar, who was sent back to India. 
Nothing is retained' from their j)ay ; they re- 
ceive six rupees a montli each. 

17. — ^Yes, they are aware. 

18. — No, they have not, but will'^do so, as 

the mode of forwarding their letters has 

been pointed out. 

19. — ^’fhe sirdar, and another man, have 
money deposited in their master's hands. 

20. — They would recommend their coun- 
trymen, in search of employment, to come 
to the Mauritius. 

21. — ="Tbey suffered a great deal on board 
ship, for want of room, and were roughly 
used. 


■ 6 February 1839. ' 

MadeniobcWe iSidonie represent by Mr. CfeiU, p^re. - 

22 from .Calcutta, in April 1838. 

Si. — None. 

3.-7*Not applicable 


4,-^1 didd on. the passage. 
ldi^'ih^636; 

1 died in 1639. 

3 deaths. ~ 




;6.— None sick ; one ab«ent/^> 
6. — No sickness. .1 i. / : 

7-!^^e(||ppplKab|b. 

^ 


\.S' 


8 . — Nomopey in nty possestiton belonging, 
toanyof ffifi'mnh. 

O.—Ko, 1 have not , , 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

11. — Not to my ^uowiedj^.. 

Du|^% twtee a 
week. : ' '' ' ■ /'’’ ^ 

i8.'4^i0«Sie!,,;J^,:,:;Bo! c»u«e .of', idomplaint. 
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Answeuw by the Labourers. 


1. — They understand the conditions V>f their 
engagement. 

2. — The receive their pay regularly. 

3. — ^They are dissatisfied witli the quan- 
tity and q^xality of their provisions, as they 
receive only 1 J lb. of'STce, and i oz. of .salt, 
instead of 14 chiltacks of rice, which is 
about 1 1 lb. 

4. — They received clothing in Calcutta. 

5. — ^I'hey are allowed the same hours for 
their meals as the apprentices. 

*0. — ^They commence work at daybreak, 
and leave off at dusk, when they are obliged 
to fetch bundle of grass each, for their 
employer, which occupies them till eight 
o'clock at night 

7. — Four of them dig 90 holes, tho oth(‘.rs 
dig 80, 70, and 00, according to their 
strength and the nature of the s<»il. 

8. — Sometimes tiny leave oft’at two o’e lock , 
sometimes at sunset, according to the soil. 

. 9. — They do not inaiiufactiirc sugar- 

10.— Not upj)licHblc, it being optional with 
the employer to regulate th^ir hours of la- 
bour. 

n Vcfi, they receive medical attendance. 


12. — ^They undenstaiwi this clause. 

la.— They were originally engaged for 
their present employer. 

14. — Not applicable. 

15. — None are hired out. 

16. — Some of them were beaten by the 
overseer at first, for not perfonuixig their 
work; but since they have regained their 
strength, and arc able to do their work, they 
have not l)eeu ill used. 

17. — Yes, they are a^vare. 

18 „ — They have not as yet written, but 
will do so. 

19. — ^^fhey have no money lu their em- 
ployer's hands. 

20. — They do not complain of any thing 
in particular, except the rocky nature of the 

and say that if tlic severe, work tl»ey 
have to perform here were known in India, 
none of their countrymen would come to 
this island. 

21. — They suffered on board ship for want 
of water and food, being allowed only one 
meal a day, and having been two months on 
the jiassuge. 


MACte#. 


They only recidvcd cacli 10 rupees in advance iu Calcutta. The ho.spiial is low, but suffi- 
ciently huge. Tho men are very well housed. No luxspital lK»ok is kept ou the c.state, to 
show the average of sickness. They are gencrully from the western provinces of India, 
Agra, Meerut, Benares, &c., and some few from the lower provinces. 

Iheir pay is 5 J Company's rupees. The time of labour to be fixed by the manager ; 
time of contmet to commence from date of arrival. 


7 February 1839. 

Me,ssrs. /U/ar</'s Sf Estate. 


1. — 9 from the coast, in August 1836. 
55 from the coast, iu March 1838. 
25 from the coast, iu October 1838. 

89 Total. 


2. — Yes, 8 W'cre tmnsferrod by Mr. Euouf. 

3. — Yes, witli the sanction of govern- 
ment. 

4. — Two died in 1838, and one sent back 
to India. 

5. — Five sick in hospital. 

6. — About three. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. — None. 

9* — No, I have not. 

10. — Yes, they do, and send tliem through 
me. 

11 . — Not to my knowledge. 

12. — I was not aware of it. 

13. — Dr. Triaud visits the sick t^vice a 
week. 

14. — Can command his attendance in an 
hour. 

1 5. — Yes, 1 am aware of it. 

10. — I have had lieqiient cau.se to com- 
plain of thezui but have never done so. 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. — They understand the conditions of 
their ei)gagernent. 

2. — Yes, they nx^eive their pay. 

3. — Yes, they receive tlieir provisions, and 
also ghee and dholl, which is not iu their 
engag^iment. 

4. — ^I'hey receive clothing. 

5. — Yes, they have the same time allowed 
them as the apprelttices, and are not over- 
worked. 

6. — From daybreak (ill dusk, being al- 
lowed three hours Idr their meals* 

7. ^ — Fixim 70 to 90 cane holes; the num- 
ber is regulated according to the soil. 
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8. — When weeding, they are at w'ork 
from daylight till dusk. 

9. — No sugar has been made here 
yet. 

10. — Arc never employed on extra labour. 

11. — 'I’hey receive medical attendance. 

12. — Yes, they are aware of it. 

13. — With the exception of those trans- 
ferred, the tot were originally engaged for 
their pi-esent employer. 

14. — Yes, they appeared before the poUcc 
at the time of transfer. 

15 . — Nonc are hired out* 



1 



62 


CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING EMPLOYMENT OF 


MAU|imU$, 


ill iisod since they have been here. 

1 7. — Ves, they are auarc. 

18. ~1’hey have not written, bat will do 
80 , now that the mode of forwarding their 
letters has tx^eu ejipJaiued to them* 

10. — ^riiey have no money in their fcm- 
plojtjr^s h|U(l8. The natiim "of the savings 


10.”They have iicver been punished, uor bank has been explaimid to them, and they 

a])pf>ar di(5ix>secl to save money. 

20*— rlu 7 will speak well of tlie island, 
and recommend their countrymen to come 
here. 

21.— Tliey were not well fed on board 
ship, liavijig but one meal a day|^ven tliem. 

The engagements <d’ these bands are similar to those iVom the coast ; one band of’ eight 
are ti> receive pay frojn the day of embarkation, ahd not from tlu^ir landing here. A nian 
nasned Cundelly Modlia, after serving five years in tlie island of IJourbon, roturmjcl to India, 
remairicd tJic*re n, year, and. re-engaged for th<^ Mauritius. 

The men arc hutted lik<^ the apprentices ; the sick uin placed in a huge temporury 
building. TJie pro])ritdov hsus shown that he is t?Teciing a new hosjiitvil * 

This property has been abandoned for the last 20 years, and is now brought into cultiva- 
tion solely by Indiuns. 


7 February 

Messrs. Commarmonrl J*leurot\^ Estate. 


1 4 men and 2 wc^men, from the coast, 

in August 1838. 

32 men frmn the coast, in January 
IBiMK 

30 Total. 

2. — There are 32, belonging to Mr. Main- 
gfird, and employed at present bore. 

3. — ^The transfer has not as yet betin 
made. 

4. — No deaths. 

ft.-- -Five iuhospii^' being lately arrived. 

0. — Cannot say, having Imd no Indians 
till last month. 


7, — Not applicable. 

8. — Not applicable!. 

0. — No, i have ni^t. 

10. — Not to my knowledge, 

11 . — Not to my knowledge. 

J2. — Was not aware of il 

13. — Dr. Dupin visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. — Can command his uttendamte m 20 
minutes. 

15. — Am aware of it. 

10. — ^They have been here only a month, 
iind I cannot ftiereforc at j^n'sent judge ol‘ 
their conduct. 


Answers by tile Indian Labourers. 


1. — They undersicind the nature of < heir 
engagement. 

2. — Tliose who arrived hert- in August last 

have received their pay regularly ; the others, 
who arc only just arrived, are not ‘S yet 
entitled to pay. ' 

3. — They are satisfied ir provi- 

sions- 

4. — Th(!y received clothing on embarking 
fbi this country, 

5 . — Xhey have the same time allowed them 
as tJic ;MJ{)rentices for their meaL, 

з, — From daybreak to dusk, and have 
tlire(‘ Jjours allowed them durijig the clay. 

Tiicy have not as yet been employed 
in making caue holes. 

8.— -Weeding is perfonued from daybreak 
till dusk. 

и. — Have not as yet been employed in 
uiakinu sugar. 

The bospftal i»siwy and commodious, and h 

They are lodged in two large buildings. 


10. — Have not us yot been asked io per- 
Ibriu extia labour. 

11. — Yes, they receive medic'.al utteml- 
ance. 

12. — TJ)cy are aware of it. 

13. — ^Slnce their arrival tliey have l)eon 
employed upon this estate. 

14. — Cannot say, 

1.5. — None are hired out. 

lf>. — Three of them have showjj marks of 
a rattan, wliicli they say were inflicted by 
tlu!ir eumloyer. 

17. — Yes, they know where to complain. 

18. — The committee explained to them the 
mode of Ibrwarding tlu‘ir letters. 

10.— 'fhey liave been too short a time here 
to save numey. 

20.— They have not been here long enough 
to judge of the place. One man is" desirous 
of returning to his country. 

cajuible of containing 10 patients. 


8 Febmury 183f), 

Mr. Estate. 

-13 from the coast, in November 1838. 3*— Not applicable. 

u from the coast, in January 1830. 4.— No deaths. 

6. --*-One in hospital; one absent 

3. — They have been short a time here, 
I cannot say. 

7. — Not applicable. 

8.— Too 
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— ^I’oo short ir time on the island to save 
money. > 

J), — No^ 1 have not. 

10 , — 'rhey have heeu here only Iavo 
rnoatlis, and have not written. 

11. — Haye not as yet i-eceived any lettcis. 
1 2 W not a waiu of it. 


— Dr. Triaud yisits the sick twice ti 
week. 

1 4. — ^Can commaml his attendance in half 
on hour. 

io. — Am aware of it. ^ 

10,-— They have been here so short ti time 
that I cannot as yet judge of tlieir eon* 
duel. ' • 


MAimiTIOS. 


Answjsks by the Labourers. 


1.— They nnderstaud the conditious of 
their enfi'a^eniont. 

yet entitled to pay, liaving only 
lately arrived. 

3. — The^ receive their rations according 
loagrt^enicnt. 

4. — Tliey received clothing on ctnbarka- 
ation iroiu India. 

— TIu'V have the saine lime ullou’cd 
them for their meals as the apprentices. 

— At daybreak and leave off at dusk, 
liavine usual time, allowed them lor 
fields. • 

7. — ^Frorii 20 to UO cane-holes per diem ; 
the mmibei' is regulated according to their 
stiviiiith and nature of the soil. 

a. — Weeding occupies them fron'i day- 
break till <iusk. 

0. — I'hey do not manufacture sugar on 
tin - f'^tate, but are cni])loyef,| in cultivating 
Miga r-eiuu\ 

JO. — Are never recjuired tp perform extra 
labour. 


11. — 'Yes, when sick they mceivc, medical 
attendance. 

12. — ^They are aware of it 

in. — ^^fhey were originally engaged for 
their pnsBcnt employer: 

14. — Not applicable. 

15. — None arc hired out. 

in. — No, they have never lieen punished 
by their em]>loyer or overseer sincti their 
arrival. 

17. — Yes, they are aware. 

18. — None of them can write; but the 
mode of forwarding their letteiS was ex- 
plained to them. 

If). — ^'fhey have not as yet received pay, 
not iniving been here long enough. 

20. — For ilie same reason cannot us yet 
judge what Iluixr opiui*m may Ik*, of the 
Mauritius. 

21. — They were frequently beulcii by the 

sailors on board ship; had not water enough, 
and only one elaj\ 


They iwi liutlcd in the same manner as the apprentices. There is no hospital at present 
for llicin, but the proprietor is about evocting a building for that pur|>(^sc. 


8 February 

Mr. Lucas Estate.— Managed by Mr. Htnry Lucas f jViti, 


5, — Twenty, total; from the coast, 1 I)e- 
ccinlxT lSo8. 

2. — They weic transfeiTcd by Mr. Na- 
guicu. 

tj.— Was sanctioned by the Govennuent. 

4, — No (ieaihs, 

f). — Four sick ; none iibsout, 

0. — ^They have been lujrc so short a time 
that 1 cannot judge of the uumbev (average) 
of sick per mensem. 

7.— Not applicalde. 

s. — No money belonging to any of tliem 
in my possession. 


n. — No, 1 have nob 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

11. — Ditto. 

12. — No; 1 was not aware. 

13. — Dr. Ulcoq visits the sick three times 
a week. 

14. — Cun cqnuuaud his attendance in an 
hour and a quarter. 

lt>,— Am aware of it. 

10. — 1 have not a.s yet had occasion to 
complain of their refusing to work. 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. — They understand tlu^ conditions of the 
engagement. 

2. — 'fhey receive their pay regularly, 

3. — Yes ; tliey receive their jirovisions 
according to agreement. 

4. — They received clothing on embarka- 
tion, ami a shirt ;^nd pair of trowsers on 
their arrival here. 

5. — Tliey have the same time allowed 
them for their meaU as the apprentices, and 
are not ovenvorked. 

n, — At daybreak, and leave ofl" at dusk, 
being allowed the usual time for their meals.. 
58. ^ I 


7. — They have not as yet made any cane- 
holes. 

8. — ^Weeding is not done by liisk-work. 

0, — From daybreak to sunset iln*y arc 
cniploye<l in the fields weeding. 

10. -i-Tlirty have not been employed on 
extiu laliour. 

11. — Yes they receive medical attend- 
ance. 

12<— Tl>ey understand thfs clause. 

13. — ^They have not been employed under 
any other master. 

14. — Can»0t say. 4' 

2 * isw 


one. 
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J5.~-None are hired out. mode of forwardiug their letters has been 

16. — One man (named Moonea) cotnplaiuB ' expMned'lo them, 
that he was once punished by the overseer, is. — Have been too short a time here to 

who ordered his hands to be held during the save money. 

puniidimant. ^ 20.-^They like, the island for the short 

17<^Noj: they*do. not know where to time they have Iteen here; and tiroin their 
address themselves to obtain redress. The present treatment, would recom|g|rad their 
committee ixploiii^ to them the course they nimids cmniug here ta seok empld^ent. 
have to pursue. ’ / 21. — They receive^ only one ideal on 

18, — They have not as yet written; this board, but were well used. 

llie hospital is laige and airy, and capable of containing 20 ))atieuts. Th^y are lodged 
in a laige stone pavilion for the present, but the proprietor is about to erect a tnOre suit^le 
building for them. , , 


Id February 1830. 

Messrs. Vuillmaiw 4r Chmteau*% Estate. — Managed by Mr. Vuillemaitif jun. 


1. — Tbirty-fivc, total; from the coast in 
December 1836. 

2. — None; they were engaged for Mr. 
Vuilleniaiu, sen., and made over to Mr. 
Vuillemain, jun. and Mr. Chasteau. 

.3. — Not applicable. 

4 . — No deaths. 

5. — None sick ; none absent. 

6. — About one. 

1 . — Not applicable. 

8.— Have no money belonging to them in 
my hands. 


!). — No, I have not. 

10. — Tlicy do Occasionally write to their 
friends. * 

H.— And receive also letters. 

12. ~Wus not aware of it. 

13. — Dr. Dupin, who comes when sent 
for. 

14. — Can command his assistance in two 
hours and a half. 

15. ~Am aware of it. 

1 6. — Have never had cause to com])laiu of 
tlieir refusing to work. 


Akswkbs by tlie Labourers. 


1. — I’liey understand the nature of their 
engagement. 

2. — Ye,s, they receive their pay regularly, 
e.vcept for January lust. 

3. — *Ycs, they receive their provisions, 
with the exception ol’ curry pow'der, which 
they have not received for the last four 
months. 

4. — They arc not eutitii.r, w? i.,*liing by 

their agreement. v' 

6. — iSouie of them complain of not having 
time enough allowed them for their meals. 

♦i.“^They commence work at suniise, and 
leave off vilien tlicy finisli their task. 

7. — Some make 20(i shingles a ilay, others 
from 20 to 40 feet of plank each. 

8. — Are not employed in weeding. , 

». — No sugar is made on this estate. 

10. — Are never employed on extra labour. 

11. -They receive medicine from their 
maslw' when ill, but have not as yet been 
attended by a doctor. 


1 2. — They are aware of the clause. 

13. — They were engaged for Mr. Vuille- 
niain, sen. 

14. - -Are not aw'an; of being transferred. 

15 — ^They are not hired out. 

' 16.— Yes ; two of them, named Virau and 

Nunny, say they are beaten by the manager 
when they do dot pe.rforra their task. 

17. — ^’rheyare aware where to apply for 
redress. 

18. — Yes; they have written, and received 
letters in return. 

19. — ^I’hey have no money in their master’s 
hands, but spend it all. 

2(1.— 'Tliey say they prefer the cultivation 
of sugar-cane tutliatbi cutting timber; they 
do not like the island, because it rains con- 
stantly. ; 

21. — 'fliey were well treated on board 
ship, and hud two meals a day. 


They me hutted in separate buildings, and there is a small building appropriated for an 
hospital. 'Hiis estate is situated in the wocxls, where the climate is rather damp ; hut the 
health of the men docs not apficar to suffer in the least from it. 


, 18 Febmaiy 1839, %■ 

The .committee having received a protest signed by the principal planters of the first 
section of Flac(|, forwarded Uie same to govemnaent, aird deemed it necessary to .adjourn 
;thcir proceedings pending the receipt of fintherlnsUoictions. . . ‘ 
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Id til February 18a9* 
Mr. Tostee's Estates 



1, — Thirty, from (Mcwtta, in February 
183B. 

2 . - 

а. - Not applicabte. 

4.-2 died on thd parage. 

1 died since their arrival. 

3 deaths. 

-None sick ; nunc absent. 

б. -No sicknesfi^ and no hospital book 
kept * 

7. — Not applicable. 


B.— ^Two have money in my jwssession; 
one has eight rupees, and the other four 
nipces. / 

9. -^N(vJ have not. 1 

10. — Not to my knowledge* 

11. — Ditto. 

12. — Was not awam of it. 

13* — Dr.^^upin visits tbe hospital hvice a 
month, and oftener if necessary. 

14. — Caji command his attendance in two* 
hours. , 

15. — Am aware of it. 

10. — Have not had cause to complain of 
their refusing to work. 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. — ^They undershind the nature of their 
engagement contracted in Calcutta. 

2. — They^receive. their |>ay reguhirly. 

a* — Yes, they nxcJvc their provisions* 

4. — They receive clothing. 

5. — Have sufficient time allowed them fur 
tlu'.ir meals, and are not overworked. 

0. — At daybreak, and leave off when tluai* 
tusk is done. 

7.-— One hundred and twenty cano-holes; 
the number is regulated according to the 
soil. On this estate the soil is light, and 
void of stones. 

— Weeding is done by task-work. 

t>, — ^'J^hey commence ^at daybreak, and 
Jeav('. off at dusk, having three hours allowed 
them for their meals. 

10. — Have never yet been employed on 
extra labour. 

n.— They receive medical attendance. 

ri. — Yes, they arc aware of it. 


13. — They were originally engaged for 
their present employer. 

14. — Not applicable. 

15. — They are not hired out. 

1(5. — One of them complains that the sir- 
dar occasionally beats him, when he does 
not perform his work. 

17. — ^'fhey are aware where to apply for 
redress. 

18. — ^They will in future con'cspond w'ith 
their countrymen : they have not as yet ixi- 
ceived letters from their friends. 

10, — ^Two of them have money deposited 
with their mast(ir ; the remainder sp('ud their 

20. — They liki^ the island very well, and 
would rcconuu(U)d their countrymen to come 
here. 

21. —They were well treated on board 
ship, but Inid o))ly one meal a day allowed 
them. 


They arc luiUeci in tlui same way as llic apprentices, having separate huts alloweAl to 
ouch. TluJ majority aro labourers. A few are Hill ("oolies fnun Nagpoor; three arc from 
Nepaul, five from Agra, and the reinaindcr from Meerut aiul the western provinces. 

This estate is situated in tlie middle of a forest, and tint climate is damp. 


2.5th February 1830. 


Mr. Marqueif jun. Estate, at the Trois Islets, 


1 . — 54 men, from the coast, in Dec. 183s, 

<} women - ditto - - ditto. 

no Total. 

2. — No. 

3. — Not applicable. 

4. — 1 died in February. 

1 hung himself, 

2 deaths. 

.5. — Eleven in hospital ; seven absent with- 
out leave. 

n. — Generall/'iibout 14. 


7. — Not applicable. 

6. — Tiuy have bcoii too short a time 
here. 

0. — ^No, 1 have not* 

10. — Not to my knowledge. 

11. -Ditlo. 

12. — Was not^ware of it. 

13. — Dr. Triand visits the sick twice a 
w^eek. 

14. — Gan conimand hii;^ attendance in two 
hours. 

1.5.— Am aware of it. 

1(5- — t Jiave iHwcr made a complaint 
against them for refusing to w'ork ; but they 
elude my doing so by saying they are ill, 
and going into hospital, 


JiiXtionh\ — 1 i lb. of rice,- 3 ozs. of salt fish ; curry powder* 

Chthes AmuaUy.^% yards of commoti linen ; 2 head handkerchiefs* 
Pay . — Five rupees a month. 

Time of Labour . — Prom dawn of day till nightfall. 
aflJuic of Three hours. i ' 


MAtBltlifS; 



i 




■'/>!}'' »V'i 's 
■}■■■■■■■ -., 

: WAijftiritTjs; 


•f 


'■’\<' -i I-: ; ,'•«.. 


,^i .'V" 'tv, ■ s - . ,-, 


1,-^They of'^t /i2.^The/;9;re,i^ai'^\0fit,;\: 

their er^ugement ' " lOi-^they were origirmliy erti^ged for 

2*-^fhey reeeivo three ¥u{)©es a moiith. tWrr nrA«<»nf 


Ojie rupee is retained to^ remibuSrsc tlieir 
master tlm advance |<>f i5 rupees made to 
them in India, and^e rupee is retained for 
^ iieir passage back, in the 


;J0 months to 
event of iniscondiict. 

it, — They ure satisfii'd with tlreir provi* 
sions, 

4. — ^^rhey received clothing on* embarking 
dlrom India. 

i). — They arc ullovvcd three hours for their 
meals. 

6',— From daylight til! dusk. 

7. — They have not as yet lx;en employed 
in making cane-Iioles, 

^.— Frojn daylight till dusk in weeding. 

— Then' is no sugar inadt' on tliis 
estate,. 

U). — Are not employed on extra lal)our. 

M.— Tlicy reeeivf* medical attendance# 


their present employer*, 

14.-^Not appiifcable 

lO^-iNoneare hired out- 

,16.— Four of them complain being 
frequently beaten With a/altaii by the oveiv 

17.— ITiey were not awaic of th^ course 
tlicy have to piu'sue to obtain redrei^Sv The 
i^ommittee have explained to them where to 
apply. ^ . 

18,. — ^They will write to their friends, the 
inode of' forwanling their letters having been 
explained to them. « 

lu.'^lhey have not as yet saved any 
money, having only lately arrived. 

20.-— They like the island very well, as far 
as they can yet judges 

2J.— They weiv well treated on board 
iihip, and had sufticient food given to them. 


They aiy all lodmxl in a Wge hut for the prvscnt ; the employer is e.rectiuK a fjood ‘and 
substantial hospital, and as soon as this is Imishal, he intends tiuilding separate huts for 


2«th February 1839. 

1 11 ii eommittec received a letter from Mr. Harris, planter, of the first section of Fiaco 
mtori.m.f-- them that us he had si^med the pwtest undei' an eironeoas iniiiression, he wished 
I lU'iii to visit lus estate und exauiinc his Indian labourers. 

I ill* cominiUep,, in k t>!y, inlorindil him, that ns tlii'y had fonVarded the protest to Govcrii- 
uieul they had detenumed, to await the reply. ^ 


to 


2 «th February IBSO. 

A coMjfO.viCATioN wus iiiiide to the special judge of the Rivid-re dii Rciapurt distriet 
acccrtiun if the planters mieiided to protest against the inovii-y. ’ 


, w, 3 d March 

H AVISO received the reply ira^ ( jvernmenl directing the committee to close their nro- 
ceediiigs so soon as they sliouki have visited those estates where no opposition was madi- 
by the proprietors, the committee communicated to .Mr. Harris their intention o('evamiuin<s 
the Indians on his estates. ‘ » 


12th March 16.50. 

Captain Harris’s Estate, “ Bon Accueil." 


1. — Ji from Caieutla in lh3>>. 

lo - - ditto - - 1636. 

02 'fot'dl. 

3 f^nt buck to India. 

"'6S 

2. — The 47 introduced in 1836 were en- 

gaued forMr. Suinpsou, and were transfeired 
c»; their arrival. '■ ■' 

3. — Yes. 

4. — 0 died ip 1836. ' 

1 ditto ih 1830, 

7 Total of deaths. ' 

6.--Uncsick; oix vb'vent, 

C.— One. 


7. ~Not applicable. ^ 

8. -.Kone, with the exertion of two: all 
the rest have saved money. The sirdar, JNi- 
hal, by bis economy and petty trade, has 
made OGo rupees, and is desirous of settling 
himself m the island on the expiration of" 
his contract. 

0.— No, f liave not. 

10, r-Not to my knowledge. 

11, -— Not to my knowledge, 

; l2.-~Wiis not aware of this order. 

13.-~Dr. Alcoq and Dr. Michel: tliev 
visit the sick twice a week.' -S!' ■ 

14 — Can command their attendance in 
an hour. , 

16.— 1 am aware of it. ■ , 

I cause of eom- 

plamt agaiitst them. 



V 5. ,by the ■; 


' * i . — Yeiy they un4er$taii4, tlte of 

tlieir cn^agementl 

% — 'Fhey nfceive their pi^y (fivo riipeos) 
rogtila% every month. 

3. — receive their provisiaiiB. 

4. — proyidea ,^^^^ clothing re- 
gularly. 

5. '— They have ih^ usual time (three liours) 
allowed tliem for their meals. 

6;~From daybreak to dusk, when not 
ciTiployed on tiisk-work. 

• 7.~100 canc-holes each, which the most 
active finish by 12 o'clock, and others at 
2/.3» and 4 p. M. 

8. — ^Weeding is not doAt* by task-work. 

9. — Are at 'work from daylight till dusk, 
the usual time ibr me.ils bi;iiig allowed them. 

10. ~Arc never employed on extra labour, 

11. — They receive medical a-ttendancc. 

12. — Are aware of tlie clause. 

13. — ^Tbcy w<?rc not aware fin* whom they 
, were cngaglW ; but since their arrival they 

havc'alw'ays worked on this'estate. 

14. — They were taken to the police, on 
their iirrival here, before coming to tliis 
cstaie. 


IS^'-^^^ever arejuaid but., , 'V 

16 . — Alt! not. subjected to , personal re- 
straint 

17 . -^Thiby are aware where to go, in the 
event of 4 helr l)eing pun^^hf^ or aggrieved. 

18 . — No, they have riot vvntoi, but they 
will now do so, as the. iiiodc of ibrwarding 
their letters has been explained to them. 

19 . — An Indian, named Gungadeen, Inm 
saved money to the extent of 1 00 rupees, 
besides a good silver watch, wliich he bought 
for 70 rupees: another man (SoocImO shows 
a receipt for 9 i) rupees, which he has lent, on 
interest at 5 per cent., to another Indisui in 
tlm service of Mr. Lalapie. 

The nature of the savings bank lias been 
expUiined to thedu. 

20. — They say, they find the climate su- 
perior to that of India, and see no objection 
to retumiug liere after spending a short time 
in their own country ; and they would re- 
commend their countrymen to come hero,, 

21. — They were well treated on lioard 
ship. 


The men arc priiiei pally from Ghaz(^epore, and a llfwv are from tlic proviiici* of Rongul, 
Oude, and Gyalu 

The liospitiil is an airy and commodious building, divided into three apartnunits, for the* 
apprentice'^, negrusscs, and Indians; that appropriated to the Indians is capable of ac^'om- 
niodatiiig 10 patients, l()r whom iron bedsteads arc provkU^d ; their comforts appear to be 
well ‘attend(*d to, and they expressed themselves well satisfwMl with their miiloyer. Ti)f*y 
are, hutted like the apprentices. The hospital stoppages authorized by the agreement, in 
east* of sickness, are not j)Ut in force by the proprietor. 


Having now visiU*d all the c.statc.s in this distriet of Fkct}, ivhere no opposition was madr 
to tiie iiiijuirY, tht^ eoiumittoe, in conformity with the instructions of (k)vernniont, do here 
close their ]}roeee(Jmgs, 

(signed) (\ M. CnmphvUy President. 

J. ViUters Forhes^\ 

T, fhyon , ilVI cm hors, 

J. Bury, J 


Bon Accueu Estate. 

SuMAiAHY of Agreement Ixhveeu Messrs. Honyrth^ Jlurdman CV>., ugeuts for 
Messrs. lilyth^^ Co., and Indian Laopurers from Calcutta. 

1. — Period of .service, five years. 

2. — Wages, 5 rtipees per month fr6m date of arnviil at Mauritius; six monihs' pay 
rcceiv«»d in advance at Calcutta. 

3. — To perform all work on a sugar estah^ : two hours allowed for meals. 

' 4.— Medical attendance and medicine provided by master; wages stopped during 

illness. , 

days' wag<.=!S to be dj^ducted for every day of unlicensed absence. All misundev- 
standinjjs to be submitted to legal authority. 

cj, — One rupee a month to be d,etaiue<l until a sufficier^t sum be collected to pay for a 
return passage, if siiaiit back for miscoriduct. 

7. — lUght of transfer by mutual consent. 

8. — Pussfige, with food, to be provided and paid by tlie employer, both to and from 

Mauritius* ' o' v , 

Food jmr diem , — 14 chittacks of rice, 2 chittacks of dholl, I oz, of ghee, I oz. of salt. 
Clofhhiff per amnim . — 1 blanket, 2 dhooties, f jacket, Tted cap ; i wc»odcu'or 
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' , ., '. ■ vV;’\ ';■'■■’ \ •>',■< ': ■ Y;" j,,,;;" ; 

'Sir,' "V',';^v': '■ -^.i/"''' ', ■ ('■'■■, 

Wb hare liommr tb for#^ 1i|i& acconip&nymg cSttultf , it i>ibi^ 

to send to t!te punters, of the lit seethut, in conieqneBce.of mchiiig ner thaf iomie; 

intended to the incphry beingnstade on their eetit^: ; 

We n^pret naving omitted to forward it with the protect, ai we thioh hii Bxe^ency the 
Gorem^woold have been enabled tb see, on e<nbparm|; th.h. signatures of thpe . two oocu* 
ments, ||d the opposition made was not the spontaiieous aet of the df the pro- 
prietors. ‘■'"Y'. ' '''^ 

- . mhave,,d6c> 


The Hon. G. P. Dick,?E8q. 
Colonial Secretary, 
Port l^<h>is, 


(signed) , ' Ci ilf. CSaijwy>SeU, President. 
Fifftarrpbrfor,] < 

T. Mva<m, iMembert. 

i , 


(Circulaire.) 

A Messieurs les Propri^taires de la Prcmii^re Section au District de Flaeq. 

Flacq, lo 11 Fevrier 1839. 


VouLAKT savoir si vous d^sirez quo I’enqu^te des Indiens se iasse chez yous, je suis 
:hargd par tC Cotnit4 dc vous prier de vouloir bien lui faire connaitre vptro intention a ce 
lujetj ann qu’il puisse se rendre chez vous, en vous pr6veriant du jour. 


J’ai, &c. 

(signe) C. M. Campbell, 


Je consent, ' Je consent, 

Lehigot. Bm, LariM, pour M. Darifat. 

Oui. Feuilherad : Mona, et Mad. Millien sont abs^t. 

* V. milien. 

Jeconwnt. 

Pour MM. Charreton, Sornay, et moi. 


Comite. 

Nous consentons, 
Fiat. 


Enclosure S, in No. 2. 


Continuation of Correspondence with Madras Government relative to Indian Labourers. 

. The Seoretiry to Government, Fort St. Geoige. 

I . Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, 

Sir, ^ 30 Sep^mber 1837. 

1. I HAVE had the honour to receive and to lay before Governor Sir William Nicolay your 
letters of the 18th April and 16th May last, giving cover, tiie former to the draft of an 
cnactmeiit for the better protection of British subjects who may embark fW>m '^ngal under 
engagements to serve as labourers at Mauritius, and the latter enclosing a copy of a commu- 
nication from the govembr of tiie French estabhshments in India on the same subject. ' 

2. His Excellency has been much gratified by the at^tion of tlie Madras Govemmeni 
to this important matter, and he would see with great satisfaction an enactment of the same 
nature passed into a law for the natives of India resident within the Presidency of Fort 
St.Geo)ge. 

I have, tee. 

' • (signed) G, F. JDich, 

'Y '■ Colonial Secretary. 


'4-. 


to Government, Fort St. George. 


1% 


Colonial;. Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, 
' 30 December 1837, 


(irn reference to the several conununiektioid addfhssed to you, on the subject of 
, the introduiJtion intotliis island of Indian emigrants fVom PondieWry, I have now,, by 
{ his Exceilepey ^ Governor's directions, » the honour to transmiJi to you, for the Jirfor# 
Y mution of the Madras Goverameiiti the enclosed comes of two notices lately puldisffieq|i 
hero, and to re^e^ you will bring to tlie potica.Qif ti)#^verhm|.of th^ Fre»l$ sqiiten^ts, 
that natives of British India only are ;adm»!»ible>t.i^d*iend. '• ‘ 'Y'i:,? ^ 

I 3.' fik Excellency the Governor- ba^ firithet.direiiied^ niectq. bring:..to'm0^^ceroi^ tiie 
' Madras Gbvejmmentf that vessels' htivis hitely arri^ri^ 'at. tbtti^iKWt wilH {btinm emiirdnts 
58. . .i ' V-.v:?Y'’ ■ Y;,^^r''Y|||^riied 



, 'V 



7 « 


embarked at Fi^icHenV; tmd as th^^yriire 'tmactot^pa^iea % tiiiy Amicai 

thftsli ^ top t&n^ iraikiND apet^pd t^t ik^V i^i^ked % tliie%w',^ ' 


!ai 








\ 

i- s,V <t 


•\ •■ . ^ .GpvaRMMJBHT' N'OnoS;, '.' 'i' ' 

HiS FbieeDsncy die GK>vemer’kaSf8cdv^'kitiiaatii^^.t^ an Aist to be 

by the 2t%bt boaoanible the Oovehior Geneml of dttdia inCSMuual^idireetbsf* 
nadve nf India wlio mdies a contract, of service to' be peri^rnted mtlMiut the' teti^^ of 
,^iht‘ East India, C^pany,. sbaU embark, in porsnance of sCeh ooMtract,,'at any place withht 
tlte said teiTitones,.e'ithout an order' from tire . goverhmentnf the prcsident^vto whiel>....he 
• may be subject, or a permit from an offioer authorized to act in that liehalf by d\e Goverrw 
in Council of t|ie mcsidmicy, if there be a council of that pr6,6ideucy,. biit^ .if tnere, be ho 
coundlj thmi by the Governor thereof,^* . ,, 

His Excdlency directs that it may in consequence be notified for general information, 
that from^ and after the Ist of Febrawry neictj natives of India en^ged to serve for u term 
of years in diis. colony will not be p^initt^ to land here, unless fliey shall have obtained^ 
the permission, as above prescribed, of the government of that part of jUritish In^a to which 
they belong ; natives of any other port of India , not being adihissiMe here. 

Colonial j^aetar/s Office, Port Loms, . (s%ned) O. P- JDkk, * 

30 November 1837. Colonial Secretary. 


GpVEBKMBMT NoTTCB. 

Hi* Excetl^y the Gqvenior, conindering it expedient for the interest of the colony to 
suspend for a time the introdaetioh of Indian labourers, directs it to be notified that, after 
the close of the ptestmt year, no further permissions will be granted ,for that purpose. 
A future notice will intimate when such permissions wilt again be issued. 

(signed) G. F. Dicky 

Colonial Scemtary, 


o,r, Fprt $t. George, 16 May'l888. 

1. WiTB reference to your IHter of the 80th Pecembev Mt, I am directed by tite Right 

honourable the Governor in CouudJ to transmit to you the annexed extract fiom a letter 
from the principal collector of South Arcot, dated the 7th instan^ and to state that that, 
officer has been autiiorizi^ to yjdBljnun the iasue of ptimits to native labourers in cases in 
which he may be jsatitfied iArtjes sluppitg obtained penni«8idii)j,to do, so during last 

year. , . . • ■ ' , 

2. His Lordship in, council has desired me to request a eqmmunication of the sentiments 

of die Mauritius government as to the con-ectness of tlns .mterprei^tion of tlieir orders of 
the nth Pecember last, ■ 

■ , ' ' ' I have,,&c. , , , ;,■ , 

(sighed) R. Clerk, 

To the Colonial Secretary at Pott Loins. Secretary to Government. 


Colonial Secretaiy's Office, 
9 Pecember 1837. 

(No. 61.) 


,, .j.ExTnACT of a Lietter from the Principal Collector of South Arcot, dated,?. May r'838.,' 

1. I HAVE the honour to forward a copy, of alerter from Mr* A*, Vinay, of PondiidieiTy, 
requesVuig that certificates maybe issued to a party df It^biiurers engaged, to, proof'd jb|,' 
Mauritius ’bom Pondicherry, by the chb G^g^, now waiting to receive them in the , roads 
of' that jdacC. Mr.' Viriay has laid bemre me botrespond^ce IbHilii liis agent'itt M^^as, 
by which it apjwmts that the notice , of the ’(^vetninent ffierc/dated the 9th P^,ihfor mat, 
does not restmd the free import^ion of labourers thqr®, for'smose introduplioh penmssiohs 

had been issued' before the end of the, yeafjjk:' t ... > . 

2. It having lately come to ffiy notice Pit the dt foom^mtf was Uisuiug 

* crtificotc's, I di®e<rtt»d.l»«n to stop the pisiSbe* until fortber rwjwenee be, maOie to Gonem- 
loeut) but*, as there; now aeems, under thq ejqjlatiBilon given iw Mr. ybay, to be 3^ objec- 
tion, and in C|(msideisi.lioa of the..e^|^n8e and inconvenience wnidi m%ht' oe ddtstsionea by. 
the deify of leference in the case hr Hie Gehglm, I haye feguestedl him to iwSue ^ 

us prescribed byffie Act ,xxxti, e>n. hei% sati'sfied that aU the conditipi*:|i|rere j 

fulfilled. |..have directed him tj^caive fhes at iffie rate of one rapee per het^ nr bhe 
'peiaons etnWrked,. ' , ' , ■ 

' . ' '""f ■ . , • .* . ' , "s; t,’ .. ' 1 1 ■ 'i d«.'.Mr.' 



■r 


f ; 8. fllf y wiayinfop^ that jpera^jiaw had' ^^the ajiiinii^to^6f 8^tC^ JtA.if 

laboutens at tha cloiwof la^yewVoi^.oC t6*;tattmhtr^.,16,0(»0 ponK^^liii^ 
tip:to th^ 29th’of Jawaiy ■kttt- 
4. Ifhe shipmetats froai 


/ xn the cuirent year JrtTB bwtttt* Mdaw ! ‘ 
; 'jpeir‘*0^rge Mary '■. 180. 

laottwy' “■■ Janet - - 20 

. .1' February ■* Herefordaliire « - - 808' 

27 - Edward Robinson - * 

iS'BIl^h r, Dorothy Gaie* ' - • ' • 1,^® 

15 March . - Eliza Jane - - ,r .t®® 

ApiR !' ' - JUilbert MunrO' >,’ .'.'■* ■-; ',l’7® ' 


And the didpikteh of nt®te from this coiinfty will be reenlated by ih&ndatton teiKSTd^ 
time to tpue of the .hatnber landed there. ... . 

5. Under these ciromnstancos, I request instructions for the future issue of certtficates or 
permits, and also with respect to the athount of dro fee to bo levied, which, under the 
IS limit^' to oho rupee for each person. ' . ' . 

(A true extract.) 

(signed) R. Clerk, Sect to Oovernment 


41 

To the Colonial Secretary at Port Louis. ' 

Sir, ir- Fort St. George, 5 . June 1838. 

■ With reference to ray letter of the ISth ultimo, -l ara directed by the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a communi- 
cation from .the principal collector of South Arcot, dated 28 d ideal, and to ^^e that that 
officer has beeii instructed to notify to the parties who are shipping laboured Tor the Mau^c 
ritius, atui are unable to aiford pl'oof Of the, necessary permits having been grantedi’that this 
Government do not in;any way guarantee the reception of die labourers, and that die 
shippers act entirely on dieir ofwn responsibility. 

I haye, dec. • 

(sighed) R. Ckrk, Seer to Goyendnent. 


To the Chief Secretary to government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

Wmi reference to the oidcrSiOf Government contained in the extract from the Minutes 
of Consultation, under date thi lOtli instant, I Imve the honour to forward die: enclosed 
copy of a letter from Mr. Seguin at Pondicherry, from which it appears that the shippers of 
labourers at Pondicherry for Mauritiidt have no certain means of proving that jiCTimts have 
been given to their correspondents in that island fer their further importation ; but as they 
would not' be permiliM to kuid them, nnkss such permits had been issued before' the close 
of last year, the certainty of the great loss which must ixieur from their attempting any 
iiregnlafity, will, I conceive, be a sufficient security against any undue-UdvaptagC Wng 
taken of the permission; Uow accorded ; and, under this impression, I have instructed Mr, 
Seguin to comply with the application from Mr. De Colous, on the conditions nequired b/ 
act of the legislatuie. . ^ 

I have, Ac, >. 

(signed) W. Aehton, Principal Collector 

Cuddalore, 23 May 1838. in charge of the Special Agent's Dep‘. 


Sir, 


To the Principal Cktiector, Southern Division of Arcot, Cuddddre. 


Ih tidtnowledging the receipt of your letter of the 19di, forwarding copy of an attract 
pom the Miriutes of Consul tatfen, under date the 15th iqstant, I have fhe^onoussifo transmit 
hefewith'copy of an ap^catioti,|['rom Mr. De Colqiis for cerdficafes,. together with extracts 
of letters (rom the corn»pohdenpi> of that gentleman, showing tha(. permission had been 
given to them by the Mauritius gdvernhteat before the c!o^ of. Ijast year, for the importation 
of Codlies into that island. Under such document, I b^ fo be infornrad whetheir 1 ain an- 


Post-Oflleit# Pohdichewjr, 

, 22'Ala3frl838*;' ' 


^ . , .1 hhVe,'t^. •'! 


..f? 




.(A'tame< 


M.' 


K 


SiJ' ■ 

, .■ ; A >1 4A.. 



MAOftmos. 





I» neferancei to th« Wttor iwldtossad to'yot^ Jiy lHr,^Aftfcito*y lieftric^ yvij to gtont ctei^fi- 
«fttes when «TidetMse htilB ^iieen sbbmi to yOU- lay )tdmBei9b:>^ 

bbfoto ^ «loto of Jwf yoftf ty thb^Mauritito, ^Vmmant, 1 to toy! toto ^ ‘*‘0’*^ ^ 
have not been aiwe, nor our cb^pondentoi iSf jmch docmneai b«iag . ntotott^. My 
cbmapto^bpttoix^ only the of the pettobe who have obtointo toosb pelmisfuoi^ 
itohe eiito^ly^e'ltemna^^ memtijpntog very siigliti^ that those indm^ietorto)^ 
leave tO iattodnce them, as you toli |>^rci»ve‘hy'totoe exto of which T' beg-'to 
submit to you, ' ■' ’ ■■.: - ‘ ,. ; 

t hope this will provb satisfactory to the Britito Oovmnmeut ; but in tow monthf tow 
we shall be enabled to toow tbe cop^ of the or%maI ptotoits, having aheady lirritton jtor 
^tiiem by the vessel which sailed last Under these mrcumstances, which, awing to' toy- 
having already chartered two Vessels for toe purpose of conveying the^ Coolies ^eady 
ehga^f 1 %uat you will obtain to be fully authorized to grant me toe desired cei^lc'ates. 

I' ' _ 

1 have, '&c. 

Pondicherry, 21 May 1638. ^ (sighed) „ A. K De Colons. 

(A true copy.) ' 

, (sighed) J. ff. Seffuin, Postmaster. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) W. Ashton, P. 0. of tire 

Special Agent’s Itopartment. 

. *'■ 

(True copies.) ^ 

(signed) M. Seer to Government. 


The Cedohial Secretary at Port Louis.' 

Sir, Port St Geoige, 24 July 1838. 

I AJi directed by ihe Bight honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, tor the in- 
formation of the Mnuritjus government, the accompanying returns of labourers exported to 
the Mauritius from this Presidency smcc the Ist June 1837, tlie date on which the legisla- 
tive enactment, No. 6 of 1837, came into operation, and to state that, under instiuctions 
from the Supreme Government, the pmetiee of granting permits to British subjects embark- 
ing frodl Pondicherry, or otoer foreign settlements, has been discontinued. 

; I faavh, Ac. 

' (signed) B> Clsrh, Sec> to Government. 


Statement 



of the Notob* oT^CooKes Exported from Chdtik, ftaat ist June 1837 
to toe *i2d June 1836. ^ 


± 


Number of 
Coolies. 

Date of 
Shipment. 

Name of Vtwsel. 

Destination. 

Remarks; 

24 


6 April 1838 

BarquePorcu- 
I pine. 

Mauritius - t' 
- ditto 

\ 

10 

» » 

1C - 

* ditto 

t 

1 

t 


S 


10 - 

- ditto 

- ditto 


Ssii6 


24 - - 

• ditto . 

- ditto 


12 


28 - 

*■ ditto 

- ditto' -• 


13 


30 " - 

- ditto - 1 

- 'ditto; 


3 

f W 

,, 1 May - 

- ditto , - i 

- ditto , 


14 


3 - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

> - - the Porcupine 
sailed froip ■ Cochin 


. ^ 

i - 

- ditto ; , - 

- ditto - 

13. 

to, 

7- .- 

- ditto 

- ditto 

, on the 24tfa May 

12. . 

w ; 

16 . 

.- . ditto . , . 

.r*.- .ditto - 

.,31888. ,, 

' ' ■ 

32 


■a?, 

, ditto, ■, 

<. totitO r 

20 

7 

- ' 

'W - . - 

'ditto 

• ditto 


7 


.ai-'*.- 

- ditto. - 

r ;ditto " 

s 'j , 

a 


, 22 .r- ■ ; 

- ditto 

- ditto , »- 

i’ ■' ^ ! 


V' ' - 

.v24, ■ - ‘j 

w di^to '{ ; 

- ■ 'ditto .r i 


227 - 

- Total. 

J 







Statbubut showing tlie Number of CoohM .Exported from Pmdkhiny, from 
Ist June 1837 to 24th June 1838. 


Numbeilhf 
‘ *Coo1m». 


Nome of Vessel. 


Date of 
Shipment. 


Place of l^tination. 


Samuel Brown 
Euphrasia . - 
Janet - - 

Emma - 
Edward Eobinson 
Earl Gmy 
Thomas Blyth 
Euphra(d<^ 

Elizabeth - ^ 

Maria 
Victoria » 

Eliza Jane - . 

George and Mary 
Janet - 
Herefcadshhe 
Edward Robinson 
Dorothy Gales 
Emma , - 
Cervantes 
British Monardi , 
Eliza Jane 
Antoinette 
Gilbert Muhro 
Ganges - 
Ambassador 
Union - • ' 

Nerbudda 


10 June 1837 ' 
31 July - 

1 SepU - 
8 Oct. - 
16 Oct. - 
18 Oct. - 
28 Oct. - 
lO.Nov, , - 

' 24' Ndr.t’ *• . 
■it.Dec."''- 
^5 Deo. - 
31 Dec. - 
17' Jan. 18^8 
31 Jail -f-' 
i Feb. - 
27 F?b. - 
14 March - 
, 20. Match, - . 
48 Aprd - 

11 April 

42 ^ril 

22 April • ” 
27 ^tii 
18 May , 
6' June - ' ' 
14 June w 
24 June' -< 


Mnuiitios. 


» . ; , Cs^ed) 

Markarnm, Soutli Arcot, P. Collector’s Circuit Culchery, - 
11 July 1838,. 


W^oliectcHT in chtu^e. 



’ (No. 1,4360 '• 

? '> Sir, Fort, , St. Georg<^ 20 August 1838. 

I AM directed by the Riglit Honourable the Gtrv^ernoi- in Council to transmit to youi for 
the information of the Mauritius €fomrntoetl!ti the' aecdmpanyii^ statement of Gordies 
exported from Cochin for l^ie June to the 23f^July 1838. 

][ '<■; Ihave,!&c. ■'! 


To the Colonial Secretaiy, ’ i 
at Port Louis. 


(s^ed) : 2?. Chrh ? ■ 
■' Swretiwgr to 


0 





S' 


.118 - , . , 

" r: 


81 - - Total, 


S July - . 

>.4 -. 

12 ~ . 

ao - - ' 

21 ' - — 

23 - . - 


'^'■4 r iTi-'i '*■■' '-''1 *■' ■■■ * 

1 r r' ■•■ ■■ ••■'■ •( ■•Jiii*,:..' ' ■ 


V' '4itto„, 

-..ditto ■^- 
ditto- 

- ditto ' ;< - 
.ditto 

- ditto ' - 
. - ditto ' - 
“! ditto 

- ditto 


.ditto ,., T. 


.. m. ■-,4 

.ditto, - 

V‘, ditto"',, ;:r' 

" ditto , . , “ 
• ditto 
-ditto - 

ditto , - 
- ditto 


f'V: 

O'--'! 

■;'f i 

I ^ too wWii|||ak Oa 
' toe. 30to July ‘1898. 


(sigtod) J>. White, 

- Acting Joint Magistrate. 


To toe CoJtMiiiil Sec^tary, at Port t<ouis. 

Bir, Fort St, Geofge, 4 September 1838. 

WiTU reference to toy letter of the 20th ultimo, I ain diractfed by the Right Honourable 
the Governor iti Council to transmit to you the accompanying Return of Indian lahourero, 
exported to the Mauritius from the distnct of Rajabmundry, between the 1st June 1897 and 
the 25th ultimo. , '* > 

fi *“1 have, &c. 

(signed) Jt. Clerk, 

Secretary to Government. 


S'iTAiriiMBST of Indian Laboorers who hvink Embarked on’lioard Vessels from the District 
of Ri^alamtndry between the l«t pf June 188? and the .asth August 1838, 

. _____ ' . ' ** . .. , . . . ' ' . ' 


Datd of 
Bnibarkation, 

i 

. ! 

^ '• ' Natoe of 
” Commander. 

1 - No, of ■ 

! Dabourers. 

1 

Place of 
Destination. 

22(1 March 1838 

r -MrkXoid Elfdtiii- 
stone. 

— GaptainR.H. D. 
Towle. ’ c 

ioo 

Mauritius. 

i.4th May - 

Bark Ganges - - 

, Captain Burges - 

' fl ■' 

Ditto. 

2;^th July - 

B|ig Maria , ' -.■■ 

Ciiaptaui LouUc • 

100 

; jDitto. 

20th Aug. - 

- - Bark I.mrd Elphin- 
stone. ,’- 

- -Captain R, H. D. 

1 Towle. 

135 

Ditto. 

.#,r - -.j!. 

' 

Total - - 

. - •• 

*441 



* Of this luunher, Seven were women eqgaged^n Ayalis. 


Zillah Eujabtottndry Cojjector’s Office, 
CQeahad*> ,3§to Augtot 1838. 


(tigned) 


.Jj)/ 


Ge Smithy 

Collector. 

■ 


'M: 


' ; ! ^ Secretary's 

' ‘ ^ Maiii^titiB/5 September 1S86. 

l. I HAVE liis Ex^eocy l.totttoftadV«ad^t to* Ntool»y’« drrectioito to aefeiow- 

ledge too receipt bf ySW ltoters of the 'l>4h"|l*i' ‘add Mh June last, with toeiir«mcMiutoe, 
ndfttive to toe diffiifcultitoiWhich had; arifwto in dto ™ tiw embatSation at 

,Poudicherry of natilre laWfljto*^ %, t.to» island ; and to Atoin**”* 
ment notice of the 9to. I*®* intended tp afitot tbe toti:pd«cltoto »irto7w»»8 

colony of .(ndmhdahtottoto, jSw whdm Itiid: bee*l .itoued .ptoVioBsly to toe 

last yeati tUviW^actions Mven by the Right HdhoutoPe' toe Gdyer»to*, in Co,adi»l.,to toe 



' ' il'.. ■' 



'ceii5|^iJ«rt»i'''I^t^'®Pi^^^^ ■,. -s-,-.-!. 

...... .. 

^W(8 ii«<!^il«jJ, w, of to kaTing' toa th« 

h., ;» '''' ' 

^ ioOokveni«no« of tho lodS^it 

^a nati^4 P«f the ship oiii tW] 

tjO ihiii idaodf tkal y(^t ^as remabed in qoartbjtto iiinoe her i 

^ jiaitiVe pasaeneers have not palj^h^ eahjectw, 

of ooo fi i fei iieait .te^ that period, on board a cfowded ship, but pe puhho h^ dif iJbs 
_ ! ^eiii arid continnes th be, endangered fron» the eatetohivO piei^iiMiO of .etohU- 

pox in t Tter^ aali^nt form amcttigat the ^than .paai^O^ on hoard that veaiwjl*. 

4, The case of the passengers per the ship Nerbhddah secto todemonstratetbeneceiiity 
of the strictest attention beii^ p^d to the iidun'ctiohs above adverted to; and the ohtps; 
Gilbert Munro and Edward Rohinson, from Pondieherry,.with Indian emi^nts, having, 
however, csertificates of va<»inatio|t, had also on their arrivai'here both'to be placed in qua- 
rantine, under a suspicion, caused by an eruptive disease among the Indians, of the small- 
pox being on board these vessels ; bat they were shorUy alter released, the disorder having 





Excellency Sir William Nicdiay has directed me to draw the; attention of^the 
Right Honourable the Governor in Council of Madras to extensive emigration of natives 
of Bntish India from tlie French settlement of Pondicherry, and to si^mit whether, if 
such emigrations should coniiune to be sanctioned by the Oovemment of Fort St. George, 
it is not most urgent in the interests of the emigrants that the enactments JBramed by the 
Governor General of India for the regulation and general superbtendence-of ..^ shipments 
of emigrants at places within the territories subject to the prestdehey of Fort Wiltiiw ahonld 
be made equally and ^ectually applicable to all emigratipns of natives of British India 
from tile settlement of Pondicherry. » ■ » 

^ .■■' ■■ Ihaye, &c. . . 

To the Chief Secretary to Ckivernment, ’ : - G. F. JtHeh,' ' 

kc. kc. kc. Madras, . , . , ■ , Cohnnu Seeretai^, 


The Chief Secretary to Government, Madras. 

Sir, * Colonial Secretary’s Office, 9 l^qyemher ,1838. 

1. I HAVE the honour, by directitm of his Excellency tlie Goveiiiea of Mauritius, to 

transmit to you, for tile information of the Houoqrable the Governor in Council of Madras, 
the enclosed copy of a letter to the Chief Secretary to the Bengal Govenimfint, stating the 
measmes which have been adopted here, pursuit to the de& of the Sttpremh G^em- 
ment, for inquiring into the state and oondinon ofthe Ii^iamiabdttretii Who have emigrated 
to iliis colony. , ' . , , 

2. His Excellency has directed me to request thai yon .witi dra^ the attention , of the 
Honourable the Gtovemor in Council of Madras to the measure proposed in the 4th para^jffi 
for fficilitating a tree intercoarse by letter between the Indians hi this island and their 
families in Bengal, and to submit how desiralitei it is' that a similar arrangement should Ite 
adopted at Madras for the exemption from postage of all the letters orthe Indians wj^o 
have emigrated from the territory of the Madras pn^ency to this island. 

■ I have, kc. . , , 

^signed) G* ■f'ViJicA, 

Colonial Secretary. 


,, the Secretary to Government, .FQrii St. Gtotge. . . ’ , • 

Sir,; , ' Colonial SetTeteiy’e Cffiee, 0 Dtocemh^^ 

1 . Referrimo to you r letter of the 4th September last,^ coven to a return of Indian 

labourera. exported to tii is island ffmri the district of IIa|gBimuna^^ betvreen the ist Jmie 
1837 and the 2&th.of Augast test^.l hive, by hie Excellency the Governor’s duections, the 
honour to transmit to you a return Indian labourers who have arrived at ^ts pqrt 'iirom 
O^ringa, between the 1st Jnt^» i|A7.Wud the a7il|k^^ lldve^ . . 


3, You will observe that 


are mcludWi,in tto teturn. 





' . v'„ /;'f ''' i‘ 






The 




rf ftl '>p»4 Setgetary*8 bffi<»> ^8 l^ovember isaa. 

,. & E«*», <>“ ««f^ ^ivS“rf s 

special mi J?vS 5 <io »9 to reottest that you will aesoroble a , 

to 86 , b^ween the let Januery and 30th septewber Hist. 

IhaT»,&c.’ ■ , 

‘ ,., («gned) 




„ . Q«artterde8pafflple^o8to8,UNovembre^^^^ 

Monsieur, , : , Jjl'* ^ y(,tre lettre du 13 eourant, que j ai re 5 ut 

J'Ai I'hphueuT ?®2!3S-‘^'Sr™«i£t d’une lirtalito excessive qui a eu lieu sur moti 

liu»r 13. apr^s huit |Wtif«'S ^ 

^tablissement dans le ecatraliit de cette annw- une calamitd qui a pesd de tout sou 

L’exphcation que je to’empr^e ^ engine dans le choix 

poidssnrmondtahlissfeinent est auj!^^ i Calcutta 

pa Jris malhwretax, bien fcet^nenieht je m ^^’^^^JJSie'de Miln, j’OWS fP«^^' 
Srutd 1 mmadit 6 etde<s»toqto eep^ut qu’avec de 

paccueUlis done et te^as lea M'f* *S^uWVtoS>ttur nion habitotion, oh j ose 
boas wins bt le tn^ement v»a*nent pat^l ,feeo«vww«^t tteo saoto que 

K tb«“ le. •« «t qitol dut dtie 

iel^yais pRsenci^ p^nn. ^’^tlffd^trKdecine, dhin edt^, ^taient 

^ ^ !^1i««MVt «xte po«r<lM je r»>® 

mSig^ 'll'*”*- , rt iij<h«iiirtt*^i*«'*®»>“ "^'“'^ 

Pour prottVermdffaa8erhoB,et «Htttaiier»<^ jp^isns et appfentis, ho^es 







nvsi 


JKittr mOtl Ci. \ 

la ; 


{'m 


■u 

i >l ■ 

, M \li^ I ' ." n‘; 

i'S;,.!!*!;'* 

^\i 0 

\k ‘ V?' 

■ - . A.k' 

' . 


r>vMf 

; w' i 




' Les fi^diens, soi^iflants . « 

1837. deoes j»allieured^. j>e^ 

la police iqoucanta & ll^pNital ciVil (ki la Omnde Riviere, le 
ne tard^re»t pas dix-incaf Indiana de cel 

tioa, dnt iiS d. Vh^tal clwl^ la:^^nde pd j- 

instant, ila pot re^tis tons les soina niMicaux in}^inabl(», 

Ntfpye*,i M(Mi)4ant,/laa Indiana ’ 1 ^ la narire p^n 

enj^^des pp(]^^<^Cpia|pl«,' paftoat'ct en 

pepnw bimfd^ “*** vcea'i, et j <' iii .+**0 «;,<,Al£6CI'6nit!^G 

bien .pat^;nptte e<a»i|Apa^^ par, 8<^ .pxMliCnce 1^ ppu'ifs^eur, et ^ue'; 

vods ^ l^t^near Wmlannoncer. de ne tpu*''*rten pii^agef dd son niabt 

J’id, I'p^ftiijei^s^e pr|«o de croi^ et de; ^ser.qui^ ^ette 
, sopa y^x Qttie ces raucl^tea aiiibidans, (||uiVli^ne Joiifj^ W^ttviro^^ 

naient ma^pr^aen^lapt an cimedeic et la mort sor^t dd tcmbeap, reconnalUiiijmide-,' 
ipent piUA l*a^^ d.e ws houimes qui ofit ^IstS. ap^: une ann4e de s^jonr 4 
soignes et piadicainenteB convenabfement quel dev^ Stre I'^tat 6pouVa;ntabie de Cbtix qtii; 

■ ont eu le laadseur de succomber. Oui, Monsieur, je le dis hardunent, et aveo le cteur 
. encore ptein d*an>eftumes, Dieu seui pouvait saqver ces meJbeureux honunea ; tl ^tait hors 
. dii savoir et/de k puissance humaine de le |ure. 

II y a d4j^ et dgolement bien long'^tenips que j’aurus sollicite de son Excellence le 
CSbiivemeur I’enqu^te la plus minutieuse et, la plus cposciencieuse sur mon habitation. 
J’ai tron hautenicnt manifest^ cette ferme intention pour qu’on ne soit pas persuadd que hi 
Je ne I’ai .jial rbclain^>e de la bieuveillance, de k justice, et de I’impartialitu de I’autorite 
supbribiu’e de k colonic, c’est par k simple et unique raison que d6k au$^i, on parlait 
d'une enqu^te g<3n<inile. J’ai done da attendre patkmment et avec resignatioti que mon 
tour aixive; et jki k eti moi quelque chose (j^ui me ditque lorsqu’elle anra euspn exi^cution, 
il me sem permis de demander si en aueun heu un pknteur fat plus honor^, plus respecte, 

, et plus aime de ses serviteurs. ‘ ^ 

^yv(!\h j’ai 'pour moi deux pr4c6dents qui sont incontcstables, et qui militent graiidemcnt 
v« faveur de mon etablissement, e'est que pendant tout le long protectorat qui a eu lieu, 
>■ — pav uqe. plaktc ne s’est elevbb contre moi; ct depnis trois aunbes quo k magistrature 
aptWare pst ctablie, pas une plainte am plus sVst fait entendre. II. ne reste done plus que 
I’eprenvb des ladicns kbourenrs attaches il mes habitations, i)s vont fitre’ eOteodus. 
Avnnt qnP de finir cette longue lettre, dans kquelk j'ai cru devoir & mOn ewraetbre et a 
nia longue vie d'epreuves, d’cntrer enquelqucs dtitssls,; pfsrmetteE moi^ Monsieur, de yoUa 
donnor I’assurancc que de tous les homraes qui' Sont piorts, ii Texception dc qnatre ^ cinq, 
))a.s un seal n’est sort! de la cour, et n’a ^^te employ^! 'hu travail .d ’habitation ; et.de vous 
faiiv remarqiicr en iixaiit voU^ attention sur im poinjcssentiel surtout, ' c’est que pas un 
hoinme H-’est enteiTt; sur mon habitation, que tons ^ut port^s au cimetibre des Fample- 
niouBses ; et que cliaque dtk!es qui a lieu sur inou habitation, est d'dclarl’ d -Monsieur Ic 
Conmiissaire Civil de mon quarticr dans les vingt-quutre heiwes, ,en . prtisenOe de deux 
tbmoins, et que cc n’est que sur le perrais de cc magistrat qu’on entend. 

... J’ai,'&c^ . ■ 

(n|nd) .Jtferesn.: , 


The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. , / ' ' 

■ Sir, ' Medical Department, 14 Novetnber }.8sk> f A 

- 1 HJiVE tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, inimWng.' 
me that jtts.Excellency the Governor is pleased to direct that a board of medical cheers 
shall be; assembled for the purpose of inquiring into and reportiug upon the extensive mor- 
tality that has occurred amongst the Indians employed on the estate of Mr. Merven, .of the 
Pahiplemousses district, in order tliat the directions of his Excellency slmuld be cotnj^ed 
witli, tbie. y^ons reports and statemehts connected with the mortality that has taken pkee 
amongst the Indians on the property of Mr. Merven should be kid before the bc«rd, alsdn^ 
the report, of' the medical gmtieman ivho has had the charge of these Indians; it will 1« 
likewise necessary that the board should know the sources from which' tlrey wdl be autho- 
.rhied to oollect information on the various points connected with the inqui)^, whetlter from 
th<“ jiTOprietor of the estate, or the magistrate, or other responsible persons.^. ' 

y: ‘ ‘ ' I'bttVey'tc. 

*' •■ *'*:* ' '• (Wgned).-"' Griff, Jom, . 

, . C^ef of thw MerUiml 1^^ 


The Chief Medical .pfficen. 


Vf”’ 


. 


. . V V# ifi 

* !. 1 «AVB bad the honotir to lay bc^ tie yourklikiribf 


th<^. medical coiamittcse which his Excdlteocy had' ^ 
ptid 1 am instructed to acquaint you that Mr^ Merven, to whe^ inthnalio 

'■‘',5b. . . ’ i, ■ '• 





^►V \^'+:^, l?i)t 


'M tKe ’ioMmeii ■OK-am<^M' 





f '. '•■■'. •■■"’ ' :J-t '■■ "' ■' ■’, <■ . ^'.^.r.X^K Coital JS^retsugr.. ■ 




■'’• 'T, ''"V' 


V'^'.V'-. 



Cotteuaissaty PaixiiiAemmtsnee[4 ' 

■ ' ' '• <R' j ‘4 ' ' ' ' ' \ , ■ .'' ' . 

Ck>loniarSecrelary’a . November 1838. 

dii!^ted that a ccmimlttee of medical ofBeera slioald. 


^be iMii^poim qfi^uiring iato add rep^rtki:^>upon the causes of the entm^ 
>aiw,u%eir^dHy the Indtau labaarem on Mr. Mervea's estate. 

:;iQ/th 8 >P^MnRf%ihpdiii^ {'have his Excellency’s directions to request that y^u will 

attend ft the inquiry to be held on the estate, and that you will furnish, tlie gendemen of 
^ committee widt such infonn.f 1 ^aa as yon may bo able to afford- on the various points 
which may cqme within the sco]^. of their inquiry; 

, ■<■>: ■- I have, 4 m 54 


(signed) 


<?. F* Dick, Colonial SecretaryT^''^ 


The Eononrable the Colonial Secretary. 


/Xv" 4 


Sir, - " ‘ ' Medical Department, 16 November 1838. 

In acknowledgii^ the receipt of yqfV letter of the 15th instant, and its enclosure, from 
Mr. MerveU, T. havis 'the honour ^%tate tliat a written report should be made ont by the 
medical genCteman; who had chlifre^of tl^e .Indians on Mr. Merven’s estate during the 
period that the great mortality prevaned amon^t them, for the hifoi'matioh of the 'meilical 
eommiftee. 

the name of'tite medical attendant is hot stated in any of tlie letters which have reached 
me, otherwise I should have communicated directly with him. 






I have, &c. 

(signed) ' Orijff'. Jones, 

Chief of the Medical Department. 


. Mr. Merven. 

• Colqnisd Secretary’s Office,^ 16 November I 8 ®ei 

Tsin chief medical officer having represented the necessity of his being fiiraished, for 
the information of the medical committee who have been appmnted to inquh» into the 
causes of the extensive mortality which has occurred among the Indians on your estate, 
witihi a written report made out by .the medical gentleman who had char^ of the; liadiazis 
on your property at the period when tiie great pmrtality pteviwed amongft thfm, I hnve 
therefore the honour to request that you wiU call upon the medical offic^ m ehs^ of'^ 
Indians on your rotate at the period allud(^ tp, to prepare, and trensmirat his earliest 
convenience, thjB repmt .cajli^ for by the chit^, medical officer;' 

■ • ■ ' 4 ‘ I havei &c. ' 




(Shs^d) O. F. IHcA, Oolpmal 


4 v*V 

. 0.\ 


. A i’Honorahle <?. JP. ,J^VS«nMi*ai*’e CdlonM. ' 

■ 4 I 4. ‘ 4, ■ ^ . ; 4 ' ’ ^ :4 ■ 

■ ■ r $ioOSWViTf ' - ': f ■ .!f P.<ll3Ci|itel^j^UE6<iS,4 l^Q N 

S J’ai I’hnuneul* de vous adresser ci^iht, a^si qff ypus hie to dentandf z par yt^re seeonde 

1%nnA>inr. d/wsfiMir' An ni^ecme. tis^ecui attache a 



.r';- 



|E£^''«ttaiklbi 
^'i^rttiilii 



Indiens^nonv^ 




;aii.'<x>t!'tis 
' dttcoi^c 


f » i • , .- 

iblis^iiieiiit,' j 

fcesa^' a;i|^' dfie ' t'^i'dtSpidifal :■ ' 

: . v .. -^pat ffiaaoiic^ jd^is tee jitiiEi:! 

j--,-,,. ^taieotcouTerts.'dfeta, )Uf', 

"■'ifiii'.'ifeStowi' lea’-'gwesfl tjw' ^rand »|>i^l>re’' avaieatiift't. ■ ,. 

j; ii. , 

Vh&pital dielaObnde 

. d(0bar^t«!*n«ai Cendant aacuttfeip^^k n’a ^t^obiwrs 
etM ' marqodti par attcan ac<;ident. 

4. Ed r^dW^^'afe ces circonstatwSea. ,{8v2) qui jn’ont -. 

. j’autajs .fartepi^t cousmlld d Mr. Merveu <fe ne pas le» • 
prescm de l«s soigiier au plwa, tite; Je prdvoyais des rest ! 
dant j’avoue qa’ils ont 4t4 encore pire que je no prevoyais 
avail 6t6 excessivement fa<i^nte>.'et j’attrimais trop u oet' 

■ 6. 11 ed entrait conimnnemerlt cinq d six par jour d 1 

' Mervetj, ce«x q«i en sortaierit gpid|is rechutaient tnk sou/' 

.tious ^vottH ea up mouveoaont de od d 60 ataladcs d ia fcas 
d’entr’eux, on niepeutplus grareinent inulades, la totali 
faiblesse exeeesiye; et d iin aspect hidedx. 

6. Presque tods ceux qui sont oiorts.ont succotnb^ d la phtysie puydcUiaite oti jat 
de ventre, ou »t ces deux maladies r^unieS ; jtssez soiivent d'autps? "ma'ttx'' venaieijt 
c^pliquer ceux Id; atnsi lo mdmc honime a eu cn mdme temps avant de moruir, le.cotps 
,dc dartres, la dyssenterie, la phtysie pulcqonaire, des ahc^, les yeux perdus par 
Vd’ophtllaimie viruleiite, et enfin la gaiigrdne qui a tout fini. ■ , : • ! . 

comment raficction que j'ai vagnement ddsigni^ par le mot co>m de vartre,ae 
compomit ; apres avoir vu long, temps te j^uls frequent et p«5tit, la peau sdchd, im gj^aade-' 
laiblerfse de tdte, des douleurs et des IburmiUemedts dans les jainbes et les pieds, tone sbif, 
inextiugulble, uu aniaigrissemesnt croissant, avec 4tat stationnajre ou^brosque diminutipn de^. . ' 
dartres, il m dedarait un omds d« 'ventre abondant, Janndtre, exeesSivn^gMt fdddp# necom' 
pague ou non dc teiute eondante et de musepsat^; il se prdongeait j^wiaurs ^i^aines 
avant d'occasionner lamdrt, Ixiaucoap n’ont succomb£*qa^it.Ia..«eia>inieM)^>dW meidiua; 
il eU est Qui en ont eu jusqu’d ciuquidnte ; souveut ceux cbez lesquels oq d an^^ 

k cours uc ventre, contiiiuaient d avoir une fidvre lente, fadaibbssement gdiidira4;,-tt .^VtnA* 
rasme n’en edntiauaient pas moins leurs progrds. ,v ; , , , , . ; • , ’ 

6, Bans le dernier mens peu bntsuccoml^ au cours de ventre, mniU'presque tops d. la ' 
phtysie pulmonaire ; e’est c.e qui a rendu les mortalit^s si nombreuscs ett Aodt etSepteml^re. 
Toue ces hommes ^taieot roalades depuis leur arrivti^c. . ' j . 

Q, (Jne yingtaine ont eu des ophtalmies graves ; des uledrations a la.comdo ; deis aheds d 
la coniee; ,chea plusienrs Tophtalmie a commence par le centre du dobe; Toeil alors s'est , 
rempli de pus iuterieuiem^t en trois ou quatre jours ; je n’ai pas besom detlire que cm / } 
dehiiers sent devenus aveugles, mais ils- ont succombd plus tard a la phtysie pulmqnaere ou 
au cours de ventre. 

}0, Plusieurs, outre ies maux ci-dessus mentionm^s, avaiesit la idfue ; tons ceux^li soul 
mortal (Je iferai remarquer d oeUe ocscasion qu'oti re 9 oit assez sourent des Indieiu lepreux 
d Maurice.’) 
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pn>8 tou6 ces ludiens dtaient galcux.^ ; 

mtlis constitutiomiieUe a cOmpUqnd I’etat de. k thajeure partie-de mes inatadesv 
^ parid die&dartres soit syphiiistiqnes, soil de toute autie nature qui couytaiient* 
ii’unepartie'dn. ’'corps.de tons ces homines. 'f''; . 

r U. ll^ d^erpmai^qable qui lai issait voir touts I’dtendue dq 'dd.kbrement de k consti> 
iulifiei le ods niathbureux Indiens, c’dtait Taspcct que prenaient Idura pkies les plus simples; 
: ; elks dottnaieBt qne suppuration jqeSque interminable, ou mfimc dtaieut; ^ppM d’ntm gwi- 
rieri. n’mtdtait ks pK^r^ ; plusieui'S en sont rnoi^. J*ai ruches un luknine qui 
■ ny»R pris ddux'Kpqbs de calimieks et huit de rhubarbe par jour pendant lipk jotua, k .sali- 


y^6»'«urTOnir et se par la gangrdne des gcncives et des joues. 

X6. Ik autre fait remart;uable aur le indme poiiil de rue, e’est la salivation que 
riaient iqplus souveut M preparations mercunelles aux' plq^ |«aites doses. Je m’assurais 
- riiyant delta ttdininisiwarquil n'y avail pas descoibut i..< . 1 ..' , 

Ifi, tJa beul des makdes appartehant a k catdgorie qra 'm’occupd a sucOombd d une 
rs’etiiit une pteuip^r^onic; Tpb tea airtrei qui ont pdri, oiit (^IbcoKibe 
:'dan8']ie:kilu«!hiie J dri»'idak4>es;.c,h»'tw^eau ‘ ■, ' '' ' ' ■ : 

'parlaedesi''g«are8' de ftid^aikn vqti,,>r)i^< 

'\’V,'Poqr les.nkkdfe* 'de''p!<i 9 iq; 
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spa; godd'i?t>Bs_de' ti^es'.^amtiycs'd^tBje^fr^.d"' 

'■■■' , ■' ■' '**■ ' .'-v 






















